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    Poised between fidelity to ancestral tradition and the necessity of explaining that tradition to imperial observers, The Antiquities of the Jews presents Flavius Josephus’s expansive effort to recount Israel’s origins, laws, and leaders in a voice designed to secure respect without forfeiting distinctiveness, transforming sacred history into a narrative readable within Greco‑Roman horizons while resisting the erasures that such translation can invite, so that the past appears both venerable and intelligible, persuasive to outsiders yet sustaining to insiders, and therefore able to endure within an empire that had recently tested, conquered, and misunderstood the very people whose story the author sets out to tell.

Composed in Greek at Rome in the late first century CE, likely around 93–94, Josephus’s Antiquities belongs to the tradition of ancient historiography and ethnography, arranged in twenty books that move from primordial beginnings through the centuries of Israelite and Judean experience. The author, a Judean priest and historian writing under the Flavian dynasty, situates his community’s past within the literary expectations of educated Roman audiences. Without abandoning scriptural sources, he adopts the organizing habits of Hellenistic historians, offering chronology, speeches, character portraits, and interpretive asides. The result is a work at once archival and rhetorical, committed to instruction as much as to record.

Readers encounter a sweeping premise: the story of a people from creation and patriarchs to the complex politics of the Second Temple era, carried forward to the eve of the first-century upheavals. Much of the journey unfolds as crafted paraphrase and elaboration of biblical narratives, interwoven with explanations of laws and institutions, along with condensed accounts of later rulers and struggles. Josephus’s voice is measured, dignified, and often didactic; his style favors clarity, amplification, and carefully framed moral judgments. The tone remains urbane rather than devotional, inviting engagement from those versed in classical history while remaining legible to those approaching through biblical interest.

Central to the project is cultural mediation. Josephus interprets Jewish law, worship, and civic order in terms that a Greco‑Roman reader could recognize as rational, ancient, and worthy. He counters caricatures by highlighting the antiquity of the constitution, the discipline of its laws, and the virtues cultivated by its teachings. He also situates famous figures within a framework of causation and character familiar to classical historiography, emphasizing how piety, prudence, and failure shape events. Without announcing polemics at every turn, the narrative frequently corrects misapprehensions and places customs in their proper light, seeking fairness in an environment where misunderstanding had political consequences.

Themes crystallize around identity under empire, the relation of divine providence to human choice, the testing of leadership, and the hazards of ambition. Law emerges as a form of wisdom shaping communal resilience; memory becomes a resource and a responsibility. Josephus explores the tension between charismatic power and lawful order, the blessings and threats of cultural prestige, and the fragility of institutions when virtue decays. In presenting cycles of obedience and error, he neither abandons moral evaluation nor reduces history to moralism, instead using narrative to probe how communities sustain distinctiveness, transmit teaching, and negotiate authority amid pressures that prize conformity over covenant.

For contemporary readers, the book remains indispensable. It preserves information about Second Temple Judaism unavailable elsewhere, offers a narrative bridge between biblical literature and the complex world of Herodian and Roman rule, and illuminates practices and ideas that shaped later Jewish and Christian histories. It also exposes the craft of antiquity’s historians: the selectivity of sources, the demands of audience, and the ethical stakes of representation. As a sustained exercise in explaining a minority tradition to a dominant culture, Antiquities invites reflection on translation, apology, and identity, issues that resonate in plural societies where communities must speak across difference without effacing themselves.

Approached with attention to its aims and methods, Antiquities rewards patient reading. Its long arc, careful transitions, and digressions are designed to teach as much as to recount, encouraging readers to consider why stories are told as they are and what virtues they enjoin. Modern audiences may follow the broad contours while attending to Josephus’s choices of emphasis and explanation, recognizing how he adapts inherited texts to historiographic conventions. Read alongside other ancient histories or with awareness of scriptural backgrounds, the work offers not simply a catalogue of events but a considered argument about the dignity of a people and the endurance of their law.
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    Flavius Josephus’s The Antiquities of the Jews is a twenty-book history, completed in the 90s CE in Rome and written in Greek for a Greco‑Roman audience. Composed after his account of the recent Judean revolt, it presents the antiquity, laws, and historical experiences of the Jewish people from their beginnings to the threshold of that war. Shaped by Roman historiographic conventions and intended to clarify Jewish tradition for outsiders, the work follows the sequence of the Hebrew Scriptures and then extends into later times. It complements his earlier narrative of the war by supplying a long prehistory and a broad cultural context for Judea’s place within imperial affairs.

Josephus opens with the primeval past and the ancestry of the human race, moving swiftly from creation to the genealogies that anchor his chronology. He retells the stories of the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—with explanations of customs, places, and motives to guide non-Jewish readers. The migration to Canaan, the dynamics of family alliances, and the descent into Egypt are presented as formative episodes of identity. Joseph’s rise in Egypt, interpreted as providential and prudent, prepares the scene for the later enslavement and deliverance. Throughout, Josephus highlights exemplary virtues and the long memory of promises that organize Israel’s earliest self-understanding.

The narrative turns to the emergence of Moses, the oppression in Egypt, and the deliverance of the people. Josephus recounts Moses’ upbringing, leadership, and the passage out of Egypt, then dwells at length on the Sinai covenant. He presents the law as a comprehensive constitution, explaining its institutions, sacrifices, festivals, and social aims. The building of the tabernacle, the consecration of the priesthood, and the organization of the tribes are set out to demonstrate order and coherence. The wilderness years are narrated as a proving ground in which obedience, governance, and communal discipline are refined before the entry into the land promised to the patriarchs.

With Joshua, Josephus describes the entry into Canaan, the distribution of territory, and the establishment of a national foothold. He then recounts the cyclical era of the judges, where local deliverers arise amid recurrent crises, as a lesson in the perils of fragmentation and the need for stable leadership. The request for a king introduces Samuel’s role and the rise of Saul, whose troubled reign sets the stage for David’s consolidation of power. David’s capture of Jerusalem, organization of worship, and administrative reforms show the emergence of central institutions that combine civic authority with religious responsibility.

Solomon’s reign brings temple construction, administrative sophistication, and international connections, but also tensions that foreshadow division. Josephus narrates how the kingdom fractures into Israel and Judah, tracking rival courts, border conflicts, and shifting alliances. Prophetic figures appear as voices of admonition, reminding rulers of covenantal obligations. Assyrian expansion reshapes the geopolitical field and culminates in the fall of the northern kingdom, while Judah oscillates between reform and relapse. The story interweaves royal chronicles with prophetic interventions to illustrate how policy, piety, and power intersect, setting the stage for the Babylonian challenge that will transform the nation’s fortunes.

Babylonian ascendancy leads to siege, exile, and the destruction of the temple, events Josephus frames within both political calculation and moral causation. He follows the community into displacement, noting leadership and adaptation in foreign lands. The shift to Persian rule brings a reversal: Cyrus authorizes return and rebuilding. Josephus details the restoration of the temple under Zerubbabel and Jeshua, and later reforms under Ezra and Nehemiah, emphasizing covenant renewal, boundary maintenance, and urban reconstruction. The restored community’s institutions take shape within imperial structures, with priests, scribes, and lay leaders coordinating worship and governance as the Second Temple era begins.

After Alexander’s conquests, Judea experiences changing overlords, alternating between Ptolemaic and Seleucid spheres. Josephus outlines the pressures placed on ancestral customs under certain Seleucid rulers and the ensuing revolt led by the Maccabean family. He narrates the rededication of the temple and the consolidation of Hasmonean rule, where high priesthood and political sovereignty intersect. Expansion, diplomacy, and internal debates mark this period, as Josephus follows successions, alliances, and conflicts with attention to sources from the era. The result is a portrait of an independent state grappling with legitimacy, foreign entanglements, and the balance between religious authority and royal ambition.

Roman involvement intensifies after internecine strife weakens local power. Pompey intervenes, and Judea becomes entangled in Roman administrative arrangements. Josephus traces the rise of Herod the Great, a client king who undertakes extensive building projects, fortifications, and a grand renovation of the temple, while navigating volatile court politics and succession questions. After Herod, territorial divisions and later direct Roman governance reshape local institutions. Josephus introduces religious and social groups, chronicles governors and their policies, and situates Judea’s tensions within wider imperial dynamics. The account moves toward the threshold of revolt, which he reserves for his separate war history, maintaining focus here on antecedents and patterns.

Across the work, Josephus writes as a mediator between cultures, paraphrasing scripture, engaging earlier historians where relevant, and clarifying practices for readers unfamiliar with Jewish law. He stresses chronology, institutional development, and cause-and-effect, often correlating collective fortunes with leadership and adherence to the law. Antiquities has become a foundational source for understanding Second Temple Judaism, the evolution of its governance, and its interactions with successive empires. Its enduring significance lies in presenting Jewish antiquity as orderly and intelligible within a cosmopolitan frame, inviting reflection on how tradition, law, and political prudence shape a people’s history without foreclosing debates over specific episodes.
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    Flavius Josephus, born in Jerusalem around 37 CE to a priestly family with Hasmonean ties, was educated in the traditions of the Pharisees. He traveled to Rome in Nero’s reign, then returned to Judea and served as a commander in the Galilee during the Jewish–Roman War (66–73 CE). Captured in 67, he secured clemency from Vespasian, later taking the imperial family name Flavius and settling in Rome as a client-scholar. There he composed histories in Greek. Antiquities of the Jews, completed in 93/94 CE and dedicated to Epaphroditus, narrates Jewish history and law from origins to the eve of the revolt.

The book’s deep background is the Hellenistic transformation of the Near East after Alexander’s conquests (late fourth century BCE). Judea passed between Ptolemaic and Seleucid control until Antiochus IV Epiphanes imposed bans on Jewish rites in 167 BCE. The Maccabean revolt restored Temple worship and led to the Hasmonean dynasty, which combined high priesthood and kingship and expanded Judean rule. Urbanization, military reforms, and contacts with Greek norms reshaped society. Josephus treats this era as the crucible of institutions and conflicts that defined later politics, tracing how religious fidelity, state formation, and Hellenistic governance intersected in Jewish history.

Rome entered decisively in 63 BCE, when Pompey intervened in a Hasmonean succession dispute and took Jerusalem. Hyrcanus II remained high priest, while Antipater and his son Herod rose as Roman-aligned power brokers. The Senate named Herod king in 40 BCE; with Roman support he secured the throne in 37 BCE. Herod’s reign featured massive building—Caesarea Maritima, fortresses, and an expanded Jerusalem Temple—within a framework of Augustan client monarchy. After his death in 4 BCE, his realm was partitioned among his sons. Archelaus’s misrule led to annexation of Judea in 6 CE and the installation of Roman prefects, including Pontius Pilate.

Central institutions framed daily life: the Jerusalem Temple with its sacrificial cult, priestly courses, and festivals; learned scribes and a governing council in the city; and local synagogues across Judea and the diaspora. Josephus describes three principal sects—Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes—and a Fourth Philosophy associated with Judas the Galilean, which opposed Roman taxation and authority. Greek served as a lingua franca of administration and culture, while scriptures were known in Hebrew and in Greek translation. This environment shaped debates about law, purity, and authority that Josephus explains for his audience to interpret Jewish society on its own terms.

Early imperial rule brought administrative innovations and unrest. The census of Quirinius in 6 CE reorganized taxation and provoked resistance, while later prefects and procurators faced recurring protests over images, finances, and public order. Josephus records popular prophets and sign-movements, Herodian city-building such as Antipas’s Tiberias, and shifting high-priestly appointments under Roman oversight. The later books of Antiquities follow these developments through the careers of Herodian princes and Roman governors, treating legal disputes, court intrigues, and communal conflicts. They supply political and religious context for Judea on the brink of war without narrating the war that Josephus had already chronicled elsewhere.

Antiquities, in twenty books, was completed under Domitian. Composed in Greek, it retells biblical history and post-biblical events down to 66 CE, employing Hellenistic historiographic conventions like chronological ordering, speeches, and ethnographic explanation. Josephus states that he drew on the sacred writings, translations, and archival or royal records available to him. He expounds Mosaic law as a constitution (politeia), characterizing Israel’s polity as a theocracy (theokratia) governed by divine law. Addressed to educated Greco-Roman readers and dedicated to Epaphroditus, the work complements The Jewish War by supplying deep origins, institutions, and legal rationale behind the people Rome had subdued.

The Flavian dynasty’s rule shaped Josephus’s audience and constraints. Vespasian and Titus celebrated their victory with a triumph in 71 CE; monuments such as the Arch of Titus and the Temple of Peace displayed spoils from Jerusalem. The fiscus Judaicus taxed Jews across the empire. Roman literati debated the character of foreign peoples, and polemics against Jews circulated from earlier authors into the first century. As a Flavian client, Josephus wrote amid expectations of loyalty and gratitude. Antiquities therefore underscores Jewish antiquity, lawfulness, and civic virtue, aligning with imperial ideals of order while rebutting hostile stereotypes about Jewish customs and history.

Antiquities reflects its era by translating Jewish memory into the idiom of Greco-Roman history. It defends monotheism and ancestral law as rational and venerable, counters allegations of misanthropy or novelty, and judges rulers and movements by moral and constitutional standards familiar to educated readers. Josephus rebukes revolutionary ideologies that he believed precipitated calamity, while commemorating priests, sages, and institutions shattered in 70 CE. The result is simultaneously apologetic and instructive: a bridge between communities after the Temple’s destruction and a critique of extremism, offering Rome a comprehensible past and Jews a recorded continuity in a newly diasporic age.
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    Flavius Josephus (c. 37–early 2nd century CE) was a Jewish historian, priest, and eyewitness to the First Jewish–Roman War. Born in Jerusalem as Yosef ben Matityahu, he later took the Roman family name Flavius after entering the patronage of the Flavian emperors. Writing mainly in Greek from Rome, he produced narratives that have become the principal literary sources for the late Second Temple period. His best-known works are The Jewish War, Jewish Antiquities, Life, and Against Apion. Through these, Josephus aimed to explain Judaism and the catastrophic revolt to the wider Greco-Roman world, preserving invaluable testimony about Judea, its leaders, and Rome’s expansion.

Josephus presented himself as descended from a priestly line and educated in Jewish law from an early age. In youth he examined the leading sects of his time—Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes—and spent a period with a desert ascetic named Bannus before identifying with the Pharisees. Around the mid-60s CE he traveled to Rome on behalf of imprisoned priests, an experience that acquainted him with imperial circles and Greco-Roman intellectual culture. While rooted in Scripture and Jewish tradition, his later prose adopts conventions of Hellenistic historiography, aiming at a cultivated audience. He first issued an account of the war in his native tongue—commonly understood as Aramaic—and then prepared a Greek version.

The outbreak of revolt in 66 CE drew Josephus into public leadership. The revolutionary government in Jerusalem dispatched him to Galilee, where he organized defenses and navigated factional rivalries. In 67 CE the Roman general Vespasian besieged Jotapata; Josephus was captured after the city fell. He later reported that he foretold Vespasian’s rise to the imperial throne, a claim tied to his survival. When Vespasian became emperor in 69 CE, Josephus obtained his freedom, adopted the Flavian name, and accompanied Roman forces. During Titus’s campaign he served as intermediary and observer at the siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE, witnessing the Temple’s destruction.

Composed under Flavian patronage in the 70s CE, The Jewish War narrates the origins, course, and consequences of the revolt in seven books. Claiming eyewitness status, Josephus traces events from the Hasmonean era to the fall of Jerusalem and the concluding operations. He seeks to explain the causes of the conflict, criticizing extremist factions and emphasizing strategic and moral failures among the rebels. The work also presents Roman commanders as effective and, at times, restrained. Josephus states that an earlier account was issued in his native tongue for eastern audiences and that the Greek edition targeted the broader Greco-Roman world.

His twenty-book Jewish Antiquities, completed in the early 90s CE, retells Jewish history from creation to his own era for readers schooled in Greek culture. It elaborates biblical narratives, integrates postbiblical history, and interprets Jewish law and customs for outsiders. The shorter Life defends Josephus’s actions in Galilee and answers criticisms, especially those attributed to Justus of Tiberias. Against Apion, written in the late first century, is an apologetic treatise that counters slanders against Judaism and argues for the antiquity and rationality of Mosaic tradition. Antiquities preserves passages on John the Baptist, James, and Jesus that later drew intense scrutiny.

Josephus portrays himself as a Pharisee committed to law, moderation, and piety, condemning zealotry as self-destructive. His histories combine biblical exegesis, ethnography, and the speech-filled narrative techniques of Greco-Roman historiography. He cites sources, appeals to autopsy, and defends his credibility, yet modern readers weigh his apologetic aims and the influence of imperial patrons. Early Christian writers, notably Eusebius, preserved and quoted him extensively, while rabbinic literature seldom engaged his works. Over centuries his manuscripts were copied mainly in Christian contexts. Today scholars rely on him—carefully and critically—for reconstructing the political, social, and religious landscape of Judea under Roman rule.

Josephus spent his later years in Rome, holding citizenship and material support that enabled sustained literary activity. He continued revising and composing into the closing decades of the first century. The circumstances of his death are unknown; ancient testimonies place it in the early second century. His legacy is foundational: without Josephus, knowledge of the Hasmoneans, Herodian politics, and the First Jewish–Roman War would be vastly poorer. Archaeology, epigraphy, and comparative texts both corroborate and challenge elements of his narrative, keeping debate active. His work remains central for historians, classicists, and biblical scholars seeking to understand identity, empire, and memory.
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CHAPTER 12 How The Hebrews Were Delivered From A Famine When The Gibeonites Had Caused Punishment To Be Inflicted For Those Of Them That Had Been Slain: As Also, What Great Actions Were Performed Against The Philistines By David, And The Men Of Valor About Him



CHAPTER 13 That When David Had Numbered the People, They Were Punished; and How the Divine Compassion Restrained That Punishment



CHAPTER 14 That David Made Great Preparations For The House Of God; And That, Upon Adonijah's Attempt To Gain The Kingdom, He Appointed Solomon To Reign



CHAPTER 15 What Charge David Gave To his Son Solomon At The Approach Of His Death, And How Many Things He Left Him For The Building Of The Temple





BOOK VIII Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Sixty-Three Years. — From The Death Of David To The Death Of Ahab




CHAPTER 1 How Solomon, When He Had Received The Kingdom Took Off His Enemies



CHAPTER 2 Concerning The Wife Of Solomon; Concerning His Wisdom And Riches; And Concerning What He Obtained Of Hiram For The Building Of The Temple



CHAPTER 3 Of The Building Of This Temple



CHAPTER 4 How Solomon Removed The Ark Into The Temple How He Made Supplication To God, And Offered Public Sacrifices To Him



CHAPTER 5 How Solomon Built Himself A Royal Palace, Very Costly And Splendid; And How He Solved The Riddles Which Were Sent Him By Hiram



CHAPTER 6 How Solomon Fortified The City Of Jerusalem, And Built Great Cities; And How He Brought Some Of The Canaanites Into Subjection, And Entertained The Queen Of Egypt And Of Ethiopia



CHAPTER 7 How Solomon Grew Rich, And Fell Desperately In Love With Women And How God, Being Incensed At It, Raised Up Ader And Jeroboam Against Him. Concerning The Death Of Solomon



CHAPTER 8 How, Upon The Death Of Solomon The People Forsook His Son Rehoboam, And Ordained Jeroboam King Over The Ten Tribes



CHAPTER 9 How Jadon The Prophet Was Persuaded By Another Lying Prophet And Returned (To Bethel,) And Was Afterwards Slain By A Lion. As Also What Words The Wicked Prophet Made Use Of To Persuade The King, And Thereby Alienated His Mind From God



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Rehoboam, And How God Inflicted Punishment Upon Him For His Impiety By Shishak (King Of Egypt)



CHAPTER 11 Concerning The Death Of A Son Of Jeroboam. How Jeroboam Was Beaten By Abijah Who Died A Little Afterward And Was Succeeded In His Kingdom By Asa. And Also How, After The Death Of Jeroboam Baasha Destroyed His Son Nadab And All The House Of Jeroboam



CHAPTER 12 How Zerah, King Of The Ethiopians, Was Beaten By Asa; And How Asa, Upon Baasha's Making War Against Him, Invited The King Of The Damascens To Assist Him; And How, On The Destruction Of The House Of Baasha Zimri Got The Kingdom As Did His Son Ahab After Him



CHAPTER 13 How Ahab When He Had Taken Jezebel To Wife Became More Wicked Than All The Kings That Had Been Before Him; Of The Actions Of The Prophet Elijah, And What Befell Naboth



CHAPTER 14 How Hadad King Of Damascus And Of Syria, Made Two Expeditions Against Ahab And Was Beaten



CHAPTER 15 Concerning Jehoshaphat The King Of Jerusalem And How Ahab Made An Expedition Against The Syrians And Was Assisted Therein By Jehoshaphat, But Was Himself Overcome In Battle And Perished Therein





BOOK IX Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Fifty-Seven Years. — From The Death Of Ahab To The Captivity Of The Ten Tribes




CHAPTER 1 Concerning Jehoshaphat Again; How He Constituted Judges And, By God's Assistance Overcame His Enemies



CHAPTER 2 Concerning Ahaziah; The King Of Israel; And Again Concerning The Prophet Elijah



CHAPTER 3 How Joram And Jehoshaphat Made An Expedition Against The Moabites; As Also Concerning The Wonders Of Elisha; And The Death Of Jehoshaphat



CHAPTER 4 Jehoram Succeeds Jehoshaphat; How Joram, His Namesake, King Of Israel, Fought With The Syrians; And What Wonders Were Done By The Prophet Elisha



CHAPTER 5 Concerning The Wickedness Of Jehoram King Of Jerusalem; His Defeat And Death



CHAPTER 6 How Jehu Was Anointed King, And Slew Both Joram And Ahaziah; As Also What He Did For The Punishment Of The Wicked



CHAPTER 7 How Athaliah Reigned Over Jerusalem For Five (Six) Years When Jehoiada The High Priest Slew Her And Made Jehoash, The Son Of Ahaziah, King



CHAPTER 8 Hazael Makes An Expedition Against The People Of Israel And The Inhabitants Of Jerusalem. Jehu Dies, And Jehoahaz Succeeds In The Government. Jehoash The King Of Jerusalem At First Is Careful About The Worship Of God But Afterwards Becomes Impious And Commands Zechariah To Be Stoned. When Jehoash (King Of Judah) Was Dead, Amaziah Succeeds Him In The Kingdom



CHAPTER 9 How Amaziah Made An Expedition Against The Edomites And Amalekites And Conquered Them; But When He Afterwards Made War Against Joash, He Was Beaten And Not Long After Was Slain, And Uzziah Succeeded In The Government



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Jeroboam King Of Israel And Jonah The Prophet; And How After The Death Of Jeroboam His Son Zachariah Took The Government. How Uzziah, King Of Jerusalem, Subdued The Nations That Were Round About Him; And What Befell Him When He Attempted To Offer Incense To God



CHAPTER 11 How Zachariah Shallum, Menahem Pekahiah And Pekah Took The Government Over The Israelites; And How Pul And Tiglath-Pileser Made An Expedition Against The Israelites. How Jotham, The Son Of Uzziah Reigned Over The Tribe Of Judah; And What Things Nahum Prophesied Against The Assyrians



CHAPTER 12 How Upon The Death Of Jotham, Ahaz Reigned In His Stead; Against Whom Rezin, King Of Syria And Pekah King Of Israel, Made War; And How Tiglath-Pileser, King Of Assyria Came To The Assistance Of Ahaz, And Laid Syria Waste And Removing The Damascenes Into Media Placed Other Nations In Their Room



CHAPTER 13 How Pekah Died By The Treachery Of Hoshea Who Was A Little After Subdued By Shalmaneser; And How Hezekiah Reigned Instead Of Ahaz; And What Actions Of Piety And Justice He Did



CHAPTER 14 How Shalmaneser Took Samaria By Force And How He Transplanted The Ten Tribes Into Media, And Brought The Nation Of The Cutheans Into Their Country (In Their Room)





BOOK X Containing The Interval Of One Hundred And Eighty-Two Years And A Half. — From The Captivity Of The Ten Tribes To The First Year Of Cyrus




CHAPTER 1 How Sennacherib Made An Expedition Against Hezekiah; What Threatenings Rabshakeh Made To Hezekiah When Sennacherib Was Gone Against The Egyptians; How Isaiah The Prophet Encouraged Him; How Sennacherib Having Failed Of Success In Egypt, Returned Thence To Jerusalem; And How Upon His Finding His Army Destroyed, He Returned Home; And What Befell Him A Little Afterward



CHAPTER 2 How Hezekiah Was Sick, And Ready To Die; And How God Bestowed Upon Him Fifteen Years Longer Life, (And Secured That Promise) By The Going Back Of The Shadow Ten Degrees



CHAPTER 3 How Manasseh Reigned After Hezekiah; And How When He Was In Captivity He Returned To God And Was Restored To His Kingdom And Left It To (His Son) Amon



CHAPTER 4 How Amon Reigned Instead Of Manasseh; And After Amon Reigned Josiah; He Was Both Righteous And Religious. As Also Concerning Huldah The Prophetess



CHAPTER 5 How Josiah Fought With Neco (King Of Egypt.) And Was Wounded And Died In A Little Time Afterward; As Also How Neco Carried Jehoahaz, Who Had Been Made King Into Egypt And Delivered The Kingdom To Jehoiakim; And (Lastly) Concerning Jeremiah And Ezekiel



CHAPTER 6 How Nebuchadnezzar, When He Had Conquered The King Of Egypt Made An Expedition Against The Jews, And Slew Jehoiakim, And Made Jehoiachin His Son King



CHAPTER 7 That The King Of Babylon Repented Of Making Jehoiachin King, And Took Him Away To Babylon And Delivered The Kingdom To Zedekiah. This King Would Not Believe What Was Predicted By Jeremiah And Ezekiel But Joined Himself To The Egyptians; Who When They Came Into Judea, Were Vanquished By The King Of Babylon; As Also What Befell Jeremiah



CHAPTER 8 How The King Of Babylon Took Jerusalem And Burnt The Temple And Removed The People Of Jerusalem And Zedekiah To Babylon. As Also, Who They Were That Had Succeeded In The High Priesthood Under The Kings



CHAPTER 9 How Nebuzaradan Set Gedaliah Over The Jews That Were Left In Judea Which Gedaliah Was A Little Afterward Slain By Ishmael; And How Johanan After Ishmael Was Driven Away Went Down Into Egypt With The People Which People Nebuchadnezzar When He Made An Expedition Against The Egyptians Took Captive And Brought Them Away To Babylon



CHAPTER 10 Concerning Daniel And What Befell Him At Babylon



CHAPTER 11 Concerning Nebuchadnezzar And His Successors And How Their Government Was Dissolved By The Persians; And What Things Befell Daniel In Media; And What Prophecies He Delivered There





BOOK XI Containing The Interval Of Two Hundred And Fifty-Three Years And Five Months. — From The First Of Cyrus To The Death Of Alexander The Great




CHAPTER 1 How Cyrus, King Of The Persians, Delivered The Jews Out Of Babylon And Suffered Them To Return To Their Own Country And To Build Their Temple, For Which Work He Gave Them Money



CHAPTER 2 How Upon The Death Of Cyrus The Jews Were Hindered In Building Of The Temple By The Cutheans, And The Neighboring Governors; And How Cambyses Entirely Forbade The Jews To Do Any Such Thing



CHAPTER 3 How After The Death Of Cambyses And The Slaughter Of The Magi But Under The Reign Of Darius, Zorobabel Was Superior To The Rest In The Solution Of Problems And Thereby Obtained This Favor Of The King, That The Temple Should Be Built



CHAPTER 4 How The Temple Was Built While The Cutheans Endeavored In Vain To Obstruct The Work



CHAPTER 5 How Xerxes The Son Of Darius Was Well Disposed To The Jews; As Also Concerning Esdras And Nehemiah



CHAPTER 6 Concerning Esther And Mordecai And Haman; And How In The Reign Of Artaxerxes The Whole Nation Of The Jews Was In Danger Of Perishing



CHAPTER 7 How John Slew His Brother Jesus In The Temple; And How Bagoses Offered Many Injuries To The Jews; And What Sanballat Did



CHAPTER 8 Concerning Sanballat And Manasseh, And The Temple Which They Built On Mount Gerizzim; As Also How Alexander Made His Entry Into The City Jerusalem, And What Benefits He Bestowed On The Jews





BOOK XII Containing The Interval Of A Hundred And Seventy Years. — From The Death Of Alexander The Great To The Death Of Judas Maccabeus




CHAPTER 1 How Ptolemy The Son Of Lagus Took Jerusalem And Judea By Deceit And Treachery, And Carried Many Thence, And Planted Them In Egypt



CHAPTER 2 How Ptolemy Philadelphus Procured The Laws Of The Jews To Be Translated Into The Greek Tongue And Set Many Captives Free, And Dedicated Many Gifts To God



CHAPTER 3 How The Kings Of Asia Honored The Nation Of The Jews And Made Them Citizens Of Those Cities Which They Built



CHAPTER 4 How Antiochus Made A League With Ptolemy And How Onias Provoked Ptolemy Euergetes To Anger; And How Joseph Brought All Things Right Again, And Entered Into Friendship With Him; And What Other Things Were Done By Joseph, And His Son Hyrcanus



CHAPTER 5 How, Upon The Quarrels One Against Another About The High Priesthood Antiochus Made An Expedition Against Jerusalem, Took The City And Pillaged The Temples. And Distressed The Jews' As Also How Many Of The Jews Forsook The Laws Of Their Country; And How The Samaritans Followed The Customs Of The Greeks And Named Their Temple At Mount Gerizzim The Temple Of Jupiter Hellenius



CHAPTER 6 How, Upon Antiochus's Prohibition To The Jews To Make Use Of The Laws Of Their Country Mattathias, The Son Of Asamoneus, Alone Despised The King, And Overcame The Generals Of Antiochus's Army; As Also Concerning The Death Of Mattathias, And The Succession Of Judas



CHAPTER 7 How Judas Overthrew The Forces Of Apollonius And Seron And Killed The Generals Of Their Armies Themselves; And How When, A Little While Afterwards Lysias And Gorgias Were Beaten He Went Up To Jerusalem And Purified The Temple



CHAPTER 8 How Judas Subdued The Nations Round About; And How Simon Beat The People Of Tyre And Ptolemais; And How Judas Overcame Timotheus, And Forced Him To Fly Away, And Did Many Other Things After Joseph And Azarias Had Been Beaten



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Death Of Antiochus Epiphane. How Antiochus Eupator Fought Against Juda And Besieged Him In The Temple And Afterwards Made Peace With Him And Departed; Of Alcimus And Onias



CHAPTER 10 How Bacchides, The General Of Demetrius's Army, Made An Expedition Against Judea, And Returned Without Success; And How Nicanor Was Sent A Little Afterward Against Judas And Perished, Together With His Army; As Also Concerning The Death Of Alcimus And The Succession Of Judas



CHAPTER 11 That Bacchides Was Again Sent Out Against Judas; And How Judas Fell As He Was Courageously Fighting





BOOK XIII Containing The Interval Of Eighty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Judas Maccabeus To The Death Of Queen Alexandra




CHAPTER 1 How Jonathan Took The Government After His Brother Judas; And How He, Together With His Brother Simon, Waged War Against Bacchides



CHAPTER 2 How Alexander (Bala) In His War With Demetrius, Granted Jonathan Many Advantages And Appointed Him To Be High Priest And Persuaded Him To Assist Him Although Demetrius Promised Him Greater Advantages On The Other Side. Concerning The Death



CHAPTER 3 The Friendship That Was Between Onias And Ptolemy Philometor; And How Onias Built A Temple In Egypt Like To That At Jerusalem



CHAPTER 4 How Alexander Honored Jonathan After An Extraordinary Manner; And How Demetrius, The Son Of Demetrius, Overcame Alexander And Made A League Of Friendship With Jonathan



CHAPTER 5 How Trypho After He Had Beaten Demetrius Delivered The Kingdom To Antiochus The Son Of Alexander, And Gained Jonathan For His Assistant; And Concerning The Actions And Embassies Of Jonathan



CHAPTER 6 How Jonathan Was Slain By Treachery; And How Thereupon The Jews Made Simon Their General And High Priest: What Courageous Actions He Also Performed Especially Against Trypho



CHAPTER 7 How Simon Confederated Himself With Antiochus Pius, And Made War Against Trypho, And A Little Afterward, Against Cendebeus, The General Of Antiochus's Army; As Also How Simon Was Murdered By His Son-In-Law Ptolemy, And That By Treachery



CHAPTER 8 Hyrcanus Receives The High Priesthood, And Ejects Ptolemy Out Of The Country. Antiochus Makes War Against Hyrcanus And Afterwards Makes A League With Him



CHAPTER 9 How, After The Death Of Antiochus, Hyrcanus Made An Expedition Against Syria, And Made A League With The Romans. Concerning The Death Of King Demetrius And Alexander



CHAPTER 10 How Upon The Quarrel Between Antiochus Grypus And Antiochus Cyzicenus About The Kingdom Hyrcanus Tooksamaria, And Utterly Demolished It; And How Hyrcanus Joined Himself To The Sect Of The Sadducees, And Left That Of The Pharisees



CHAPTER 11 How Aristobulus, When He Had Taken The Government First Of All Put A Diadem On His Head, And Was Most Barbarously Cruel To His Mother And His Brethren; And How, After He Had Slain Antigonus, He Himself Died



CHAPTER 12 How Alexander When He Had Taken The Government Made An Expedition Against Ptolemais, And Then Raised The Siege Out Of Fear Of Ptolemy Lathyrus; And How Ptolemy Made War Against Him, Because He Had Sent To Cleopatra To Persuade Her To Make War Against Ptolemy, And Yet Pretended To Be In Friendship With Him, When He Beat The Jews In The Battle



CHAPTER 13 How Alexander, upon the League of Mutual Defense Which Cleopatra Had Agreed with Him, Made an Expedition Against Coelesyria, and Utterly Overthrew the City of Gaza; and How He Slew Many Ten Thousands of Jews That Rebelled Against Him



CHAPTER 14 How Demetrius Eucerus Overcame Alexander And Yet In A Little Time Retired Out Of The Country For Fear; As Also How Alexander Slew Many Of The Jews And Thereby Got Clear Of His Troubles. Concerning The Death Of Demetrius



CHAPTER 15 How Antiochus, Who Was Called Dionysus, And After Him Aretas Made Expeditions Into Judea; As Also How Alexander Took Many Cities And Then Returned To Jerusalem, And After A Sickness Of Three Years Died; And What Counsel He Gave To Alexandra



CHAPTER 16 How Alexandra By Gaining The Good-Will Of The Pharisees, Retained The Kingdom Nine Years, And Then, Having Done Many Glorious Actions Died





BOOK XIV Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Death Of Queen Alexandra To The Death Of Antigonus




CHAPTER 1 The War Between Aristobulus And Hyrcanus About The Kingdom; And How They Made Anagreement That Aristobulus Should Be King, And Hyrcanus Live A Private Life; As Also How Hyrcanus A Little Afterward Was Persuaded By Antipater To Fly To Aretas



CHAPTER 2 How Aretas And Hyrcanus Made An Expedition Against Aristobulus And Besieged Jerusalem; And How Scaurus The Roman General Raised The Siege. Concerning The Death Of Onias



CHAPTER 3 How Aristobulus And Hyrcanus Came To Pompey In Order To Argue Who Ought To Have The Kingdom; And How Upon The Plight Of Aristobulus To The Fortress Alexandrium Pompey Led His Army Against Him And Ordered Him To Deliver Up The Fortresses Whereof He Was Possessed



CHAPTER 4 How Pompey When The Citizens Of Jerusalem Shut Their Gates Against Him Besieged The City And Took It By Force; As Also What Other Things He Did In Judea



CHAPTER 5 How Scaurus Made A League Of Mutual Assistance With Aretas; And What Gabinius Did In Judea, After He Had Conquered Alexander, The Son Of Aristobulus



CHAPTER 6 How Gabinius Caught Aristobulus After He Had Fled From Rome, And Sent Him Back To Rome Again; And How The Same Gabinius As He Returned Out Of Egypt Overcame Alexander And The Nabateans In Battle



CHAPTER 7 How Crassus Came Into Judea, And Pillaged The Temple; And Then Marched Against The Parthians And Perished, With His Army. Also How Cassius Obtained Syria, And Put A Stop To The Parthians And Then Went Up To Judea



CHAPTER 8 The Jews Become Confederates With Cæsar When He Fought Against Egypt. The Glorious Actions Of Antipater, And His Friendship With Cæsar. The Honors Which The Jews Received From The Romans And Athenians



CHAPTER 9 How Antipater Committed The Care Of Galilee To Herod, And That Of Jerusalem To Phasaelus; As Also How Herod Upon The Jews' Envy At Antipater Was Accused Before Hyrcanus



CHAPTER 10 The Honors That Were Paid The Jews; And The Leagues That Were Made By The Romans And Other Nations, With Them



CHAPTER 11 How Marcus, Succeeded Sextus When He Had Been Slain By Bassus's Treachery; And How, After The Death Of Cæsar, Cassius Came Into Syria, And Distressed Judea; As Also How Malichus Slew Antipater And Was Himself Slain By Herod



CHAPTER 12 Herod Ejects Antigonus, The Son Of Aristobulus Out Of Judea, And Gains The Friendship Of Antony, Who Was Now Come Into Syria, By Sending Him Much Money; On Which Account He Would Not Admit Of Those That Would Have Accused Herod: And What It Was That Antony Wrote To The Tyrians In Behalf



CHAPTER 13 How Antony Made Herod And Phasaelus Tetrarchs, After They Had Been Accused To No Purpose; And How The Parthians When They Brought Antigonus Into Judea Took Hyrcanus And Phasaelus Captives. Herod's Flight; And What Afflictions Hyrcanus And Phasaelus Endured



CHAPTER 14 How Herod Got Away From The King Of Arabia And Made Haste To Go Into Egypt And Thence Went Away In Haste Also To Rome; And How, By Promising A Great Deal Of Money To Antony He Obtained Of The Senate And Of Cæsar To Be Made King Of The Jews



CHAPTER 15 How Herod Sailed Out Of Italy To Judea, And Fought With Antigonus And What Other Things Happened In Judea About That Time



CHAPTER 16 How Herod, When He Had Married Mariamne Took Jerusalem With The Assistance Of Sosius By Force; And How The Government Of The Asamoneans Was Put An End To





BOOK XV Containing The Interval Of Eighteen Years. — From The Death Of Antigonus To The Finishing Of The Temple By Herod




CHAPTER 1 Concerning Pollio And Sameas. Herod Slays The Principal Of Antigonus's Friends, And Spoils The City Of Its Wealth. Antony Beheads Antigonus



CHAPTER 2 How Hyrcanus Was Set At Liberty By The Parthians, And Returned To Herod; And What Alexandra Did When She Heard That Ananelus Was Made High Priest



CHAPTER 3 How Herod Upon His Making Aristobulus High Priest Took Care That He Should Be Murdered In A Little Time; And What Apology He Made To Antony About Aristobulus; As Also Concerning Joseph And Mariamne



CHAPTER 4 How Cleopatra, When She Had Gotten From Antony Some Parts Of Judea And Arabia Came Into Judea; And How Herod Gave Her Many Presents And Conducted Her On Her Way Back To Egypt



CHAPTER 5 How Herod Made War With The King Of Arabia, And After They Had Fought Many Battles, At Length Conquered Him, And Was Chosen By The Arabs To Be Governor Of That Nation; As Also Concerning A Great Earthquake



CHAPTER 6 How Herod Slew Hyrcanus And Then Hasted Away To Cæsar, And Obtained The Kingdom From Him Also; And How A Little Time Afterward, He Entertained Cæsar In A Most Honorable Manner



CHAPTER 7 How Herod Slew Sohemus And Mariamne And Afterward Alexandra And Costobarus, And His Most Intimate Friends, And At Last The Sons Of Babbas Also



CHAPTER 8 How Ten Men Of The Citizens (Of Jerusalem) Made A Conspiracy Against Herod, For The Foreign Practices He Had Introduced, Which Was A Transgression Of The Laws Of Their Country. Concerning The Building Of Sebaste And Cæsarea, And Other Edifices Of Herod



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Famine That Happened In Judea And Syria; And How Herod, After He Had Married Another Wife, Rebuilt Cæsarea, And Other Grecian Cities



CHAPTER 10 How Herod Sent His Sons To Rome; How Also He Was Accused By Zenodorus And The Gadarens, But Was Cleared Of What They Accused Him Of And Withal Gained To Himself The Good-Will Of Cæsar. Concerning The Pharisees, The Essens And Manahem



CHAPTER 11 How Herod Rebuilt The Temple And Raised It Higher And Made It More Magnificent Than It Was Before; As Also Concerning That Tower Which He Called Antonia





BOOK XVI Containing The Interval Of Twelve Years. — From The Finishing Of The Temple By Herod To The Death Of Alexander And Aristobulus




CHAPTER 1 A Law Of Herod's About, Thieves. Salome And Pheroras Calumniate Alexander And Aristobulus, Upon Their Return From Rome For Whom Yet Herod Provides Wives



CHAPTER 2 How Herod Twice Sailed To Agrippa; And How Upon The Complaint In Ionia Against The Greeks Agrippa Confirmed The Laws To Them



CHAPTER 3 How Great Disturbances Arose In Herods Family On His Preferring Antipater His Eldest Son Before The Rest, Till Alexander Took That Injury Very Heinously



CHAPTER 4 How During Antipater's Abode At Rome, Herod Brought Alexander And Aristobulus Before Cæsar And Accused Them. Alexander's Defense Of Himself Before Cæsar And Reconciliation To His Father



CHAPTER 5 How Herod Celebrated The Games That Were To Return Every Fifth Year Upon The Building Of Cæsarea; And How He Built And Adorned Many Other Places After A Magnificent Manner; And Did Many Other Actions Gloriously



CHAPTER 6 An Embassage In Cyrene And Asia To Cæsar, Concerning The Complaints They Had To Make Against The Greeks; With Copies Of The Epistles Which Cæsar And Agrippa Wrote To The Cities For Them



CHAPTER 7 How, Upon Herod's Going Down Into David's Sepulcher, The Sedition In His Family Greatly Increased



CHAPTER 8 How Herod Took Up Alexander And Bound Him; Whom Yet Archelaus King Of Cappadocia Reconciled To His Father Herod Again



CHAPTER 9 Concerning The Revolt Of The Trachonites; How Sylleus Accused Herod Before Cæsar; And How Herod, When Cæsar Was Angry At Him, Resolved To Send Nicolaus To Rome



CHAPTER 10 How Eurycles Falsely Accused Herod's Sons; And How Their Father Bound Them, And Wrote To Cæsar About Them. Of Sylleus And How He Was Accused By Nicolaus



CHAPTER 11 How Herod, By Permission From Cæsar Accused His Sons Before An Assembly Of Judges At Berytus; And What Tero Suffered For Using A Boundless And Military Liberty Of Speech. Concerning Also The Death Of The Young Men And Their Burial At





BOOK XVII Containing The Interval Of Fourteen Years. — From The Death Of Alexander And Aristobulus To The Banishment Of Archelaus




CHAPTER 1 How Antipater Was Hated By All The Nation (Of The Jews) For The Slaughter Of His Brethren; And How, For That Reason He Got Into Peculiar Favor With His Friends At Rome, By Giving Them Many Presents; As He Did Also With Saturninus, The President Of Syria And The Governors Who Were Under Him; And Concerning Herod's Wives And Children



CHAPTER 2 Concerning Zamaris, The Babylonian Jew; Concerning The Plots Laid By Antipater Against His Father; And Somewhat About The Pharisees



CHAPTER 3 Concerning The Enmity Between Herod And Pheroras; How Herod Sent Antipater To Cæsar; And Of The Death Of Pheroras



CHAPTER 4 Pheroras's Wife Is Accused By His Freedmen, As Guilty Of Poisoning Him; And How Herod, Upon Examining; Of The Matter By Torture Found The Poison; But So That It Had Been Prepared For Himself By His Son Antipater; And Upon An Inquiry By Torture He Discovered The Dangerous Designs Of Antipater



CHAPTER 5 Antipater's Navigation From Rome To His Father; And How He Was Accused By Nicolaus Of Damascus And Condemned To Die By His Father, And By Quintilius Varus, Who Was Then President Of Syria; And How He Was Then Bound Till Cæsar Should Be Informed Of His Cause



CHAPTER 6 Concerning The Disease That Herod Fell Into And The Sedition Which The Jews Raised Thereupon; With The Punishment Of The Seditious



CHAPTER 7 Herod Has Thoughts Of Killing Himself With His Own Hand; And A Little Afterwards He Orders Antipater To Be Slain



CHAPTER 8 Concerning Herod's Death, And Testament, And Burial



CHAPTER 9 How The People Raised A Sedition Against Archelaus, And How He Sailed To Rome



CHAPTER 10 A Sedition Against Sabinus; And How Varus Brought The Authors Of It To Punishment



CHAPTER 11 An Embassage To Cæsar; And How Cæsar Confirmed Herod's Testament



CHAPTER 12 Concerning A Spurious Alexander



CHAPTER 13 How Archelaus Upon A Second Accusation, Was Banished To Vienna





BOOK XVIII Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Two Years. — From The Banishment Of Archelaus To The Departure From Babylon




CHAPTER 1 How Cyrenius Was Sent By Cæsar To Make A Taxation Of Syria And Judea; And How Coponius Was Sent To Be Procurator Of Judea; Concerning Judas Of Galilee And Concerning The Sects That Were Among The Jews



CHAPTER 2 How Herod And Philip Built Several Cities In Honor Of Cæsar. Concerning The Succession Of Priests And Procurators; As Also What Befell Phraates And The Parthians



CHAPTER 3 Sedition Of The Jews Against Pontius Pilate. Concerning Christ, And What Befell Paulina And The Jews At Rome



CHAPTER 4 How The Samaritans Made A Tumult And Pilate Destroyed Many Of Them; How Pilate Was Accused And What Things Were Done By Vitellius Relating To The Jews And The Parthians



CHAPTER 5 Herod The Tetrarch Makes War With Aretas, The King Of Arabia, And Is Beaten By Him As Also Concerning The Death Of John The Baptist. How Vitellius Went Up To Jerusalem; Together With Some Account Of Agrippa And Of The Posterity Of Herod The Great



CHAPTER 6 Of The Navigation Of King Agrippa To Rome, To Tiberius Cæsar; And Now Upon His Being Accused By His Own Freed-Man, He Was Bound; How Also He, Was Set At Liberty By Caius, After Tiberius's Death And Was Made King Of The Tetrarchy Of Philip



CHAPTER 7 How Herod The Tetrarch Was Banished



CHAPTER 8 Concerning The Embassage Of The Jews To Caius; And How Caius Sent Petronius Into Syria To Make War Against The Jews, Unless They Would Receive His Statue



CHAPTER 9 What Befell The Jews That Were In Babylon On Occasion Of Asineus And Anileus, Two Brethren





BOOK XIX Containing The Interval Of Three Years And A Half. — From The Departure Out Of Babylon To Fadus, The Roman Procurator




CHAPTER 1 How Caius Was Slain By Cherea



CHAPTER 2 How The Senators Determined To Restore The Democracy; But The Soldiers Were For Preserving The Monarchy, Concerning The Slaughter Of Caius's Wife And Daughter. A Character Of Caius's Morals



CHAPTER 3 How Claudius Was Seized Upon And Brought Out Of His House And Brought To The Camp; And How The Senate Sent An Embassage To Him



CHAPTER 4 What Things King Agrippa Did For Claudius; And How Claudius When He Had Taken The Government Commanded The Murderers Of Caius To Be Slain



CHAPTER 5 How Claudius Restored To Agrippa His Grandfathers Kingdoms And Augmented His Dominions; And How He Published An Edict In Behalf



CHAPTER 6 What Things Were Done By Agrippa At Jerusalem When He Was Returned Back Into Judea; And What It Was That Petronius Wrote To The Inhabitants Of Doris, In Behalf



CHAPTER 7 Concerning Silas And On What Account It Was That King Agrippa Was Angry At Him. How Agrippa Began To Encompass Jerusalem With A Wall; And What Benefits He Bestowed On The Inhabitants Of Berytus



CHAPTER 8 What Other Acts Were Done By Agrippa Until His Death; And After What Manner He Died



CHAPTER 9 What Things Were Done After The Death Of Agrippa; And How Claudius, On Account Of The Youth And Unskilfulness Of Agrippa, Junior, Sent Cuspius Fadus To Be Procurator Of Judea, And Of The Entire Kingdom





BOOK XX Containing The Interval Of Twenty-Two Years. — From Fadus The Procurator To Florus



CHAPTER 1 A Sedition Of The Philadelphians Against The Jews; And Also Concerning The Vestments Of The High Priest



CHAPTER 2 How Helena The Queen Of Adiabene And Her Son Izates, Embraced The Jewish Religion; And How Helena Supplied The Poor With Corn, When There Was A Great Famine At Jerusalem



CHAPTER 3 How Artabanus, the King of Parthia out of Fear of the Secret Contrivances of His Subjects Against Him, Went to Izates, and Was By Him Reinstated in His Government; as Also How Bardanes His Son Denounced War Against Izates



CHAPTER 4 How Izates Was Betrayed By His Own Subjects, And Fought Against By The Arabians And How Izates, By The Providence Of God, Was Delivered Out Of Their Hands
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PREFACE1
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Many chronicle events to parade eloquence, flatter patrons, or by sheer necessity; I belong to the last sort. I joined the Jewish war against Rome, saw every turn, and, finding others twisting facts, felt bound to set them straight. Now I prepare a broader record for Greek audiences, unfolding our antiquities and civic order from the Hebrew books. I first meant to tack this tale onto my war narrative, yet the scope was vast and the language foreign. Weariness slowed me until eager friends, above all the learned, battle-tested Epaphroditus, shamed my idleness and urged me to resume ancestral openness.
I remembered King Ptolemy, zealous for learning, who begged a Greek version of our law. High-priest Eleazar, true to our custom of sharing every excellence, sent translators to Alexandria and granted the king that treasure. Yet they carried only the Law, while countless sacred scrolls—chronicling five thousand years of marvels, wars, commanders, and shifting governments—remained behind. These pages reveal that obedience secures unimaginable prosperity, but rebellion turns hope into incurable calamity. Let all who consult this work turn their minds toward God, examine Moses’ insight, praise his freedom from idle fables, and follow my unembellished sequence.
A nation's framework rests on Moses, so I must sketch him briefly. He judged that anyone guiding conduct or law must first behold the Divine, imitate that perfect pattern, and teach that the Father of all sees everything, grants happiness to the virtuous, and casts the impious into misery. He therefore began not with civic contracts but with creation itself, lifting minds heavenward; once faith was secured, obedience in lesser matters followed. Unlike foreign sages who saddle their gods with vice, Moses upheld spotless virtue and punished scoffers. Expect enigmas, symbols, and plain speech; fuller philosophy may follow after the creation account.





BOOK I

  Containing The Interval Of Three Thousand Eight Hundred And Thirty-Three Years. — From The Creation To The Death Of Isaac

Table of Contents





CHAPTER 1

  The Constitution Of The World And The Disposition Of The Elements
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Darkness veiled the earth until God said, "Let there be light." Light shone; he separated it from darkness, naming them Day and Night. Evening and morning closed the first day. Next he lifted sky above the waters. Third, dry land appeared, seas edged it, plants and seeds burst from soil. On the fourth day he set sun, moon and stars to mark seasons. Fifth, he filled seas with swimmers and air with birds, each kind paired to multiply. Sixth, he made beasts and, last, humans male and female. In six days all was finished; on the seventh he rested, so we keep Sabbath.
After the rest day God shaped a man from red earth, breathed spirit and soul into him, and called him Adam. He brought every male and female creature to Adam, who named each one. Seeing the man alone, God sent deep sleep, removed a rib, and fashioned a woman; Adam welcomed her as bone of his bone. She was called Eve, mother of all living. God planted a paradise in the east, lush with every tree, including the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. One river watered the garden then split into Phison, Geon, Tigris, and Euphrates.
God allowed them every plant but the tree of knowledge, warning that eating meant death. The serpent told Eve the fruit would make them like gods. She tasted and gave it to Adam. Their eyes opened; shame at nakedness led them to sew fig leaves. When God walked in the garden, they hid. He asked why. Adam stayed silent; God said, "I intended you to live without toil or death, but you broke my command; your silence condemns you." Adam blamed Eve, she blamed the serpent. God cursed the ground, set pain in childbirth, made the serpent crawling, then drove the pair from paradise.
Some ancient thinkers, Josephus among them, imagined paradise fed by four rivers; yet Josephus, reading the tale allegorically, links each name to a meaning: "Phison—Ganges, abundance; Phrath—Euphrates, dispersion or flower; Diglath—Tigris, swift and narrow; Geon—Nile, rising from the east." Such hints show he never meant literal streams, for he knew the Nile flows from the south. The term "Red Sea" spans waters from the Arabian Gulf through the Persian Gulf to the Indies. Josephus lets beasts, the serpent foremost, speak before the fall, hinting their powers may return. Adam’s sin brings mortality; in time creatures will be freed from the curse and bondage of corruption.





CHAPTER 2

  Concerning The Posterity Of Adam, And The Ten Generations From Him To The Deluge
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Adam’s first sons chose opposite paths. Cain, eager for gain, tilled the ground; Abel, trusting God’s nearness, kept sheep. When they set sacrifices before God, Cain offered cultivated produce, Abel the first milk and lambs. God favored Abel’s gift, angering Cain. In the field Cain struck his brother dead and buried the body. Days later God asked, “Where is Abel?” Confused, Cain muttered ignorance; pressed further, he snapped, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” God replied, “You have slain him.” Instead of death God laid a curse, banished Cain and his wife, set a warning mark, and promised safety from wild beasts.
Wandering east, Cain reached a land called Nod, built a walled city, and named it Enoch after his eldest son. Rich through violence, he taught followers to rob, weigh, measure, and fence fields, replacing ancient simplicity with crafty greed. Through Enoch came Jared, Malaliel, Methuselah, then Lamech. Lamech married Ada and Silla and fathered seventy-seven children. Ada’s son Jabal pitched the first tents and loved pastoral life; her second, Jubal, shaped psaltery and harp. Silla’s son Tubal forged brass and excelled in war; her daughter Naamah lived among them. Lamech, foreseeing punishment for Cain’s ancient murder, shared his dread with his wives.
After Abel’s death and Cain’s flight, two-hundred-and-thirty-year-old Adam yearned for children. He lived seven more centuries, siring many sons and daughters; foremost was Seth. Grown to wisdom, Seth walked in virtue, and his line copied his goodness. They dwelt together peacefully, free from misfortune for generations, and pioneered the study of the heavens. Remembering Adam’s prophecy that fire would one day burn the world and water later drown it, they inscribed their discoveries on two pillars, one brick, one stone. Should the flood erase the brick, the stone would endure. The stone still stands in the land of Siriad.





CHAPTER 3

  Concerning The Flood; And After What Manner Noah Was Saved In An Ark, With His Kindred, And Afterwards Dwelt In The Plain Of Shinar
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For seven generations Seth’s descendants honored God, but they slid into doubled wickedness, spurning justice while the angels took women and bred violent giants. Troubled, Noah urged reform; when they mocked him, he fled with his household. God, loving Noah yet condemning the rest, resolved to end that race, shorten life to one-hundred-twenty years, and drown the land. He commanded: “Build an ark four decks high, three-hundred cubits long, fifty wide, thirty high. Load provisions, your wife, three sons with their wives, every creature in pairs, and extra sevens.” Noah obeyed. Adam’s line—Seth, Enos, Cainan, Malaleel, Jared, Enoch, Mathuselah, Lamech—led to him, the tenth.
In Noah’s six-hundredth year, second month, seventeenth day, rain roared forty days; waters rose fifteen cubits above every hill, leaving nowhere to flee. After one-hundred-fifty days the flood began to sink, and on the seventeenth of the seventh month the ark settled atop an Armenian mountain. Noah opened the hatch, waited, sent a raven that wheeled back over the drowned world. Seven days later a dove returned mud-splashed, clutching an olive twig; another week passed and dry ground appeared. He released the animals, stepped out with family, sacrificed, and feasted. Locals call the site Place of Descent, and historians record timbers used as protective charms.
Noah, fearing an endless cycle of floods, begged that the world resume orderly seasons, cities be rebuilt, and lives lengthen; he offered burnt beasts to support his plea. God, pleased, answered, “I did not give life to destroy it; their own crimes forced my hand. For your sake I will never drown the earth again. Should heavy storms come, do not fear. Only abstain from bloodshed; punish murder; eat every creature but not its blood. I grant you dominion over land, sea, and sky, and I set my bow in the clouds as the pledge of peace.” Then God departed.
Noah enjoyed three hundred fifty peaceful years after the Flood and died at nine hundred fifty. Do not measure those vast spans against present brevity and dismiss them as fable. The first generations, newly fashioned and loved by God, ate food suited to endurance and so could thrive for centuries. Their righteousness won further extension, for long lives let them chart the heavens and explore geometry; six hundred years are needed to observe the sweep of a great year and predict the stars’ courses. Such blessings made their vast ages entirely plausible and useful indeed.
I call as witnesses writers from every land: Manetho of Egypt, Berosus from Chaldea, Mochus, Hestieus, Hieronymus the Egyptian, compilers of Phoenician records, plus the poets Hesiod and Hecataeus, historians Hellanicus and Acusilaus, together with Ephorus and Nicolaus; all affirm that early people spanned a thousand years. Therefore, though hours shorten for us, those annals stand. Let each person judge these matters as he pleases. Their testimonies, gathered from both Greek and so-called barbarian chronicles, march in unison with the tale just told, defending the truth of prodigious longevity against modern doubt with calm conviction.





CHAPTER 4

  Concerning The Tower Of Babylon, And The Confusion Of Tongues
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Shem, Japhet, and Ham left the mountains for the plain of Shinar and coaxed survivors to settle there. God ordered them to fill the earth, but the settlers credited their power and stayed. Ham’s grandson Nimrod inflamed their pride, imposed tyranny, and vowed a rampart would defeat any flood and avenge their sires. The multitude baked bricks, sealed them with bitumen, and raised the tower until God confused their tongues; unable to understand one another, they stopped, and the site was named Babylon. The Sibyl recalled, "When all men were of one language…," and Hestiaeus wrote, "Such priests as were saved reached Shinar of Babylonia.





CHAPTER 5

  After What Manner The Posterity Of Noah Sent Out Colonies, And Inhabited The Whole Earth
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Scattered by their divided tongues, the people streamed outward in bands, each seizing the region where Providence guided them, filling continent and coast alike. Some rigged ships, crossed the waters, and settled islands. Many tribes still bear the titles bestowed by their first founders; others have dropped them, or softened them for clearer speech. When later generations of Greeks rose in power, they refashioned those names, craving the luster of ancient glory; they coined melodious Greek labels for far nations, so their own ears might grasp them, and imposed kindred forms of rule, as though those peoples sprang from Greek stock.





CHAPTER 6

  How Every Nation Was Denominated From Their First Inhabitants
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After the flood, Japheth’s line spread from Taurus and Amanus across Asia to the Tanais and over Europe to Cadiz, naming each new nation for themselves. Gomer fathered the Galatians; Magog, the Scythians; Madai, the Medes; Javan, the Ionians; Thobel, the Iberes; Mosoch, the Cappadocians, whose city Mazaca recalls the ancient title; Thiras ruled the Thracians. Gomer’s sons founded the Rheginians, Paphlagonians, and Phrygians; Javan’s sons birthed the Aeolians, old Cilicians whose capital Tarsus keeps the trace, and Cethimus who seized Cyprus, whence islands are still called Cethim, the city Citius preserving the name. Greek speech softens every ending, yet Noah remains Noah.
The sons of Ham settled from Syria and Lebanon to the ocean, gripping every coast. Chus still names the Ethiopians; Mesraim, called Mestre by Judeans, denotes Egypt; Phut founded Libya and its river; Canaan stamped Judea. Chus’s grandsons became Sabeans, Getuli, Astaborans, Sabactens, Ragmeans, Judadeans; Nimrod stayed to rule Babylon. Mesraim’s eight sons held the strip from Gaza to Egypt, known chiefly as Philistim, the Greeks’ Palestine; the rest vanished in an Ethiopian war. Canaan’s heirs raised Sidon, Amathe, Aradus, Arce; seven more fell to Hebrew swords. Noah planted vines, drank, lay exposed; Ham laughed, brothers covered him, and the curse settled on Canaan.
From Shem came five peoples. Elam fathered Persians; Ashur ruled Nineveh and the Assyrians; Arphaxad begot Chaldeans; Aram, Syrians; Laud, Lydians. Aram’s four sons planted Trachonitis and Damascus, Armenia, Bactria, and Charax. Arphaxad begot Sala, then Heber, root of the Hebrew title. Heber’s sons were Joctan—whose thirteen heirs settled near the Indian river Cophen—and Phaleg, born when nations split. Phaleg begot Ragau, Serug, Nahor, Terah, then Abram two hundred ninety-two years after the flood. Terah left Ur, reached Haran, died aged two-hundred-five. Abram wed Sarai; Nahor wed Milcha, siring eight sons and four by Reuma; Bethuel fathered Rebecca and Laban. Lifespans waned toward Moses’ one-hundred-twenty.





CHAPTER 7

  How Abram Our Forefather Went Out Of The Land Of The Chaldeans, And Lived In The Land Then Called Canaan But Now Judea
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Abram, childless, adopted Lot; at seventy-five he left Chaldea for Canaan by God’s command, settling it for his heirs. Renowned for insight and persuasion, he taught that only one God, creator of all, guides powers. 'If these bodies had power of their own,' he said, 'they’d keep steady; disorder shows they serve the One.' A riot drove him from Mesopotamia; in Canaan he built an altar and sacrificed. Berosus notes, 'In the tenth generation after the Flood, a Chaldean versed in the stars.' Nicolaus writes, 'Abram ruled Damascus, then led his multitude to Canaan; the village The Habitation of Abram bears his name.





CHAPTER 8

  That When There Was A Famine In Canaan, Abram Went Thence Into Egypt; And After He Had Continued There A While He Returned Back Again
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Famine struck Canaan, so Abram traveled to Egypt for grain and to hear its priests. Fearing Egyptians would desire Sarai, he told her, \"Say you are my sister.\" In Egypt her beauty spread; Pharaoh summoned her, but God stopped him with sickness and unrest. Priests warned, \"The stranger’s wife angers heaven.\" Terrified, Pharaoh learned the truth and claimed he had just sought marriage. He rewarded Abram with silver and entry to the scholars. Abram debated the sects, broke their arguments, and shared arithmetic and astronomy. Returning to Canaan, strife between shepherds forced a split; Lot chose the Jordan plain by Sodom, Abram stayed in Hebron.





CHAPTER 9

  The Destruction Of The Sodomites By The Assyrian War
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While Assyria ruled Asia, Sodom thrived in wealth and youth. Five kings—Ballas, Barsas, Senabar, Sumobor, and the ruler of Bela—marshaled their own troops. The Assyrians split their force four ways, attacked, and won, binding the kings to twelve years of tribute. In the thirteenth year the Sodomite alliance revolted, so Assyrian commanders Amraphel, Arioch, Chodorlaomer, and Tidal marched back, having already ravaged Syria and crushed giant clans. They encamped in the vale of the Slime Pits, the future Lake Asphaltites. Battle raged stubbornly; Sodom’s ranks fell, survivors were seized, and among the prisoners was Lot, who had come to fight beside them.





CHAPTER 10

  How Abram Fought With The Assyrians, And Overcame Them, And Saved The Sodomite Prisoners, And Took From The Assyrians The Prey They Had Gotten
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Abram, hearing Lot was seized, sped out with 318 servants and three friends. On the fifth night he struck the Assyrian camp by Dan, slaying sleepers, scattering drunkards, then chasing fugitives to Hoba near Damascus. He returned with captives and spoil to the King’s Dale, where the king of Sodom waited and Melchisedec, king of Salem and priest of God, welcomed him. Melchisedec supplied bread and wine, praised Abram, and blessed God: “He delivered your enemies.” Abram gave a tenth. The Sodomite king offered, “Keep the goods, only my people.” Abram refused, allowing Eschol, Enner, and Mambre their portions.
God said, “You shall have reward.” Abram asked, “What reward without an heir?” God promised a son and descendants like the stars. Abram sacrificed a three-year heifer, goat, ram, dove, and pigeon; as birds hovered, a voice foretold four centuries of Egyptian bondage before Canaan’s conquest. Near Hebron he mourned Sarah’s barrenness; at God’s word she gave her Egyptian maid. Hagar conceived, mocked Sarah, fled, met an angel who ordered return and vowed, “Your son will be mighty.” She bore Ishmael. At ninety-nine God named the coming child Isaac, ordained eighth-day circumcision, blessed Ishmael, and that day Abram circumcised himself, his household, and thirteen-year-old Ishmael.





CHAPTER 11

  How God Overthrew The Nation Of The Sodomites, Out Of His Wrath Against Them For Their Sins
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Sodom grew arrogant, scorned God, hated strangers, and wallowed in lust, so God resolved to burn the city. Abraham sat by the oaks of Mamre when three travelers appeared; he hurried to greet them, baked cakes, roasted a calf, and served them under the tree. They asked, “Where is Sarah?” He answered, “Inside.” One said, “We will return and she will have a son.” Sarah laughed, “At ninety? Impossible.” The visitors revealed themselves: one angel to promise the child, two sent to destroy Sodom. Distressed, Abraham pleaded, “Will You kill righteous with wicked?” God replied, “Find ten just men and I will spare all.
The angels reached Sodom; Lot, hospitable like Abraham, urged them into his home. At night the townsmen surrounded the house, craving the guests. Lot said, “Brothers, do no evil; take my virgin daughters instead.” They raged on. The angels pulled Lot inside, struck the mob blind, and ordered, “Flee; do not look back.” Sons-in-law scoffed, but Lot, his wife, and two daughters raced toward Zoar. Fire and thunder rained, the plain turned desolate; the wife looked back and became a pillar of salt. Sheltered in a cave, the daughters, believing mankind gone, made their father drunk and conceived Moab and Ammon, founders of two nations.





CHAPTER 12

  Concerning Abimelech; And Concerning Ismael The Son Of Abraham; And Concerning The Arabians, Who Were His Posterity
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Abraham moved to Gerar, passing Sarah off as his sister out of fear of King Abimelech. The king desired her, yet God struck him with a dire illness; as he slept, a dream warned him not to harm the stranger’s wife. Restored, Abimelech confessed the divine rebuke, vowed he had touched her unknowingly, and summoned Abraham. He promised, 'Do not fear; God has guarded your wife. Stay and receive abundance, or depart supplied in honor.' Abraham explained Sarah was indeed his brother’s daughter and that the disguise protected him. Pleased, Abimelech granted land and silver; together they swore friendship beside the well called Beersheba.
Within the year Sarah, ninety, bore son Isaac—'Laughter'—to Abraham, hundred. They circumcised him on the eighth day, creating the Hebrew rite; Ishmael’s circumcision at thirteen set the Arab custom. When Isaac was weaned, Sarah feared older Ishmael and urged Abraham to banish Hagar and the boy. God agreed, so with bread and water they wandered until the flask ran dry; Hagar placed the faint child under a shrub and wept. An angel revealed a spring and promised Ishmael greatness. He married an Egyptian and fathered twelve sons—Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mabsam, Idumas, Masmaos, Masaos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Naphesus, Cadmas—founders of Nabatene from Euphrates to Red Sea.





CHAPTER 13

  Concerning Isaac The Legitimate Son Of Abraham
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Abraham adores Isaac, his late-born "only son," virtuous and devout. God appears, recalls every blessing—victory over foes, the gift of Isaac—and commands: "Offer him on Mount Moriah as a burnt offering; show you prize my will above your child." Abraham resolves to obey without protest, knowing all life rests on God. Concealing the order from Sarah and every servant, he loads an ass with wood and fire, then sets out with Isaac and two attendants. After two days, he sights the mountain, leaves the servants in the plain, ascends alone with Isaac. The man asks, "Father, where is the lamb?" Abraham answers, "God will provide.
Abraham builds the altar, arranges the wood, and speaks: "My son, I begged heaven for you, cherished every moment of your life, hoped to leave you my domain. Yet since God made me your father and now claims you, meet this consecration bravely. You will not die by disease or war but be sent to the Father, who will keep you near and comfort me in old age." Isaac, generous like his sire, replies, "If I refused the will of both God and you, I would not deserve birth. Command, and I obey." He steps onto the altar; Abraham binds him and lifts the knife.
A voice thunders, "Abraham!" and stops the blade. "Do not harm the boy. I sought your obedience, not blood. Now I know your zeal. I will guard you, multiply your offspring into nations, grant Isaac long, happy years, and give his seed Canaan and a kingdom envied by all." As the words fade, a ram caught in a thicket appears; Abraham offers it instead. Father and son embrace, stunned and joyful, savoring the promise. Sacrifice complete, they descend the mountain, rejoin their servants, return to Sarah, and live peacefully ever after, God faithfully assisting every desire.





CHAPTER 14

  Concerning Sarah Abraham's Wife; And How She Ended Her Days
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Now Sarah died a little while after, having lived one hundred and twenty-seven years. They buried her in Hebron; the Canaanites publicly allowing them a burying-place; which piece of ground Abraham bought for four hundred shekels, of Ephron, an inhabitant of Hebron. And both Abraham and his descendants built themselves sepulchers in that place.





CHAPTER 15

  How The Nation Of The Troglodytes Were Derived From Abraham By Keturah
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Abraham later marries Keturah and fathers six sons: Zambran, Jazar, Madan, Midian, Josabak, and Sous. Sous begets Sabathan and Dadan; Dadan’s heirs are Latusim, Assur, and Luom; Midian’s children are Ephas, Ophren, Anoch, Ebidas, and Eldas. Abraham sends these descendants to settle Troglodytis and Arabia as far as the Red Sea. Ophren conquers Libya, and his line names it Africa. Alexander Polyhistor attests, quoting Cleodemus the prophet: “Apher, Surim, and Japhran aided Hercules against Libya and Antaeus; Surim gives Assyria its name, the other two Africa. Hercules marries Aphra’s daughter, begets Diodorus, whose son Sophon fathers the Sophacians.





CHAPTER 16

  How Isaac Took Rebeka To Wife
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Bound by an oath before God, Abraham’s servant left Canaan with gifts, seeking a wife for Isaac. After a long trek through Mesopotamia he reached Haran, halted at the well, and prayed the chosen woman would offer water while others refused. He asked the maidens; all denied him until one rebuked them: "Will you share nothing, not even water?" She drew, he praised her, asked her lineage, blessing her future marriage. "I am Rebekah, daughter of the late Bethuel; my mother and brother Laban guard me." Convinced, he gave her bracelets and ornaments. She offered lodging; he offered payment; she pledged hospitality till Laban consented.
Rebekah hurried home, gained Laban’s leave, and led the stranger indoors. Servants stabled the camels, and Laban set supper. When they had eaten, the envoy spoke: "Abraham, son of Terah and brother to your grandfather Nahor, sent me. His heir, Isaac, refuses the women of Canaan; he longs for a bride of his own blood. I prayed at the well, and God guided me to your sister. Confirm the union heaven has begun, and honor your kinsman." Mother and brother perceived God’s will, agreed, and sent Rebekah with him. Isaac took her as wife, the estate now solely his, while Keturah’s sons dwelt far away.





CHAPTER 17

  Concerning The Death Of Abraham
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A Little while after this Abraham died. He was a man of incomparable virtue, and honored by God in a manner agreeable to his piety towards him. The whole time of his life was one hundred seventy and five years, and he was buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by their sons Isaac and Ismael.





CHAPTER 18

  Concerning The Sons Of Isaac, Esau And Jacob; Of Their Nativity And Education
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Rebekah’s burdened womb troubles Isaac; he asks God, receives the answer: “Two nations are in you; the younger will surpass the elder.” She delivers twins. The first, red and hairy, is named Esau; the second, who grips his brother’s heel, is Jacob. Isaac favors Esau, Rebekah loves Jacob. Famine strikes; God steers Isaac not to Egypt but to Gerar. King Abimelech welcomes him for Abraham’s sake, yet envy rises and Isaac is driven out. Shepherds fight him over each new well; he retreats, naming them Esek, Sitnah, and at last Rehoboth, where strife ceases. Wealth multiplies; Abimelech returns with General Phicol and renews friendship.
At forty Esau weds Adah and Aholibamah, Canaanite chiefs’ daughters, ignoring parental counsel and stirring displeasure. Years pass; blindness dims Isaac. He tells Esau, “Hunt game, cook me savory meat so I may bless you before death.” Esau departs. Rebekah whispers to Jacob, “Bring two kids; I’ll make the dish; you shall gain the blessing.” Jacob fears a curse yet obeys. He dons Esau’s clothes, wraps goat-skin on his arms, and serves the meal. Isaac feels the roughness, smells the garments, eats, then lifts his voice in prayer: “Lord, sustain this son, grant him abundance, honor, mastery, and victory.
No sooner has Isaac finished than Esau arrives with venison. The old man trembles; the deception is clear. Esau cries for a share of the grace, but Isaac answers that the first blessing stands. Esau weeps. Isaac, moved, declares, “You shall live by the sword, roam the rich earth, win glory, yet serve your brother.” Grief smolders into Esau’s fury; Rebekah foresees danger and urges Jacob to flee east, take a wife among her kin in Mesopotamia. Meanwhile Esau, hoping to soothe his father’s displeasure over his Canaanite unions, adds another bride, Basemmath, daughter of Ishmael.





CHAPTER 19

  Concerning Jacob's Flight Into Mesopotamia, By Reason Of The Fear He Was In Of His Brother
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Jacob, sent by his mother to Mesopotamia to wed his uncle Laban’s daughter, crosses Canaan, shunning its people and sleeping in the open with his head on a pile of stones. In a dream he sees a ladder stretching from earth to heaven, angels moving upon it, and God standing above. God calls, “Jacob! Do not lose heart. I blessed Abraham and Isaac and will bless you. Proceed; your marriage shall prosper. Your descendants will be countless, spread over land and sea, and I will guard you always.” Waking joyful, he anoints the stones with oil, vows sacrifice and tithes, and names the place Bethel.
He reaches Haran and stops at a well where shepherds and maidens wait for water. He asks, “Do you know Laban? Is he well?” They reply yes and note that his daughter waters the flock but is late. Rachel arrives; they present the stranger. She asks, “Who are you, where do you come from, and what do you need? We’d like to help.” Captivated, Jacob answers, “If you are Laban’s daughter, we are kin: Abraham, Nahor, Bethuel, Isaac, and my mother Rebeka link us; we are cousin-germans, and I have come to greet you.” Rachel weeps, embraces him, and says, “Father will rejoice; follow me.
Rachel leads him to Laban, who rejoices at the unexpected visit and asks why he left aging parents. Jacob explains, “Esau plots to kill me because I gained the blessing, so I seek refuge among our kin.” Laban responds with warm promises, sets him over the flock, and says, “Serve me and let Rachel be your reward.” Jacob gladly agrees to seven years. When the time ends, a feast is held; at night Laban sends Leah. Dawn reveals the trick, and Jacob protests. Laban pleads custom yet offers Rachel after another seven years. Love endures; Jacob serves again and marries her.
Leah’s handmaid was Zilpah, Rachel’s Bilhah; neither was a slave. Leah, hurt by Jacob’s love for her sister, prayed and bore Reuben, saying, “God has seen my misery.” She bore Simeon, “God heard me,” Levi, sealing friendship, and Judah, thanksgiving. Rachel, fearing her sister’s fruitfulness, gave Bilhah to Jacob; Bilhah bore Dan, “divine judgment,” and Naphtali, “unyielding.” Leah replied by giving Zilpah; Zilpah bore Gad, “fortune,” and Asher, “happy.” Reuben found mandrake apples; Rachel begged for them. Leah retorted, “You already stole my husband’s love.” Rachel traded Jacob’s night; Leah conceived Issachar, hire, Zebulun, pledge, and daughter Dinah. Finally Rachel bore Joseph.
Jacob tended Laban’s flocks twenty years. Wanting to return home, he asked permission; Laban refused, so Jacob planned a secret flight. He sounded his wives; they rejoiced at the idea. Together with their children, handmaids, and goods, they set out. Jacob drove off half the cattle without warning. Rachel stole the household gods worshipped under their ancestral law, though Jacob had taught her to spurn them; she meant to invoke them for mercy if her father overtook them. With the sisters united, the caravan hurried from Paddan-aram[1] toward Canaan under the hush of clandestine departure.
Next day Laban learned of the flight, grieved, and gathered men to pursue. On the seventh day he overtook the travelers resting on a hill at dusk, yet held back. That night God appeared in a dream, warning him, “Meet Jacob peacefully; make no rash attack, or I will help him.” Assured, Laban summoned Jacob at dawn and spoke: “I sheltered you when you were destitute, filled your hands with plenty, and gave my daughters as wives. Yet you flee as a foe, drive off my cattle, entice my daughters away, and carry the sacred images our forefathers honored.
Jacob answered, “Love of homeland lies in every heart; after long exile I must return. Instead of thanks for guarding and multiplying your herd, I face your anger for taking only a small share. My wives follow me by natural affection, not deceit. You oppressed me twenty years; the bride-price toil was hard yet bearable, but afterward you burdened me worse. Time after time you repeatedly changed our agreement: once the white kids were mine, then the black; whenever the flock favored me you altered the terms. Your envy, not my wrongdoing, caused this strife.
Then Jacob said, “Search for the images.” Laban agreed. Rachel, warned, slipped the idols into her camel’s saddle, sat upon it, and excused herself: “My monthly flow prevents me from rising.” Respecting her state, Laban searched no further. Finding nothing, the men formed a covenant. They piled stones into a pillar and swore: Laban would harbor no malice; Jacob would cherish Laban’s daughters. They called the hill Gilead, memorial of their oath. After a feast sealing the pact, Laban kissed his daughters and grandchildren, blessed the camp, turned back toward his home, and Jacob resumed the journey.





CHAPTER 20

  Concerning The Meeting Of Jacob And Esau
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Heading to Canaan, Jacob saw angels and named the place God’s Camp. He sent messengers: "I left to avoid your anger; years have passed. I return with wives, children, and wealth, eager to share God’s gifts." Esau advanced with four hundred men. Terrified, Jacob prayed, split his caravan, and sent wave after wave of livestock as gifts. Alone at Jabbok he wrestled a divine stranger, won, was renamed Israel, called the site Phanuel, and avoided that strained sinew. At dawn he led the women and children, bowed; Esau embraced him, asked about them, invited him home. Jacob pled tired flocks, so Esau returned to Seir.





CHAPTER 21

  Concerning The Violation Of Dina's Chastity
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Jacob stayed at Succoth and moved to Shechem. During a festival Dina entered the city; Shechem, son of King Hamor, seized her, then begged, “Get me this girl for a wife.” Hamor asked Jacob, who requested time to confer. Simeon and Levi, enraged, waited till the Shechemites slept, stormed the city, killed every male—including prince—and took their sister home. Jacob scolded them; God urged him to be brave, cleanse the camp, and keep his vow. Jacob buried Rachel’s stolen idols under an oak, sacrificed at Bethel, and near Ephrata buried Rachel, who died bearing Benjamin. He now counted twelve sons and one daughter.





CHAPTER 22

  How Isaac Died, And Was Buried In Hebron
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Jacob reached Hebron, the Canaanite city where Isaac dwelt. Father and son shared but a brief span together, for Jacob found Rebekah already gone. Soon after his arrival, Isaac's life, laden with divine favor, also drew to its close. At death's approach, he had counted one hundred eighty-five virtuous years, each marked by providence granted after Abraham. Isaac expired, and his sons laid him beside Rebekah in Hebron, within the ancestral monument their forebears had prepared. Thus the patriarch who walked beloved of God rested at last amid the tombs of his lineage, for generations yet unborn.





BOOK II

  Containing The Interval Of Two Hundred And Twenty Years. — From The Death Of Isaac To The Exodus Out Of Egypt
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CHAPTER 1

  How Esau And Jacob, Isaac's Sons Divided Their Habitation; And Esau Possessed Idumea And Jacob Canaan

Table of Contents
After Isaac died, the brothers split homes. Esau ceded Hebron to Jacob and moved to Seir, ruling the land he named Adom, later called Idumea by the Greeks. His nickname came from childhood: famished after a hunt, he saw Jacob stirring red stew, begged for it, and under oath traded his birthright for the meal; mockers tied its color to his name. Esau fathered five sons—Jaus, Jalomus, and Coreus with Alibama, Aliphaz with Ada, Raguel with Basemmath. Aliphaz sired Theman, Omer, Saphus, Gotham, and Kanaz; Amalek, born to concubine Thamna, was illegitimate. Their clans settled Gebalitis and Amalekitis while the region kept the title Idumea.





CHAPTER 2

  How Joseph, The Youngest Of Jacob's Sons, Was Envied By His Brethren, When Certain Dreams Had Foreshown His Future Happiness
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Jacob, wealthiest in the land, favors Joseph, Rachel’s son, for beauty and keen mind; the preference fuels his brothers’ envy. At harvest Joseph says, "Last night my sheaf stood upright while yours bowed around it." The brothers glare and mutter, "May that never happen." Another dream: "The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed to me." Jacob tells him, "Your mother, brothers, and I will indeed honor you—God blesses you." The brothers, wounded, agree to kill him. After the harvest they move their flocks to Shechem without informing Jacob. Worried, the father dispatches Joseph to discover their situation.
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