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This book is dedicated to all the dog lovers and the joy that they bring to us without reservation and with endless loyalty.


RH


      

    


[image: image]


Copyright

Copyright © 2015 by Robert House. All rights reserved worldwide. No part of this publication may be replicated, redistributed, or given away in any form without the prior written consent of the author/publisher or the terms relayed to you herein.

Disclaimer

The author is giving personal opinions and some personal experience. This is not in any way to be considered medical advice in any shape or form. Always consult with those trained and medically qualified before adding or taking away any procedure, or advice given to you by the medical profession, such as your family physician.

I am not qualified as a veterinarian or have had any training as such and I am only relaying my personal experience and you the reader must determine by your own research and seeking professional advice what is best for your pet(s).
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Introduction
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You and your new dog/puppy simply want a life forever home where the whole family can love your dog/puppy and he/she can love you. This is what I wanted and yet I came close to having a disaster by not having vital information about, “What fruits can a dog eat?”

Growing up I never had the wonderful experience of having a dog as a pet and actually would say that I did not care for dogs. However in the last half of my life from a request from my son I took his dog and it has been a very good experience. I understand why the expression, “A dog is man’s best friend,” came about. They are truly an addition to any one’s family.

I can say that I wish that many of the people that have crossed my path would have had at least some of the qualities of a dog. They truly are loving creatures and loyal to a fault.

The learning curve with my forever friend was interesting but what I want to talk about is the mistakes that I made in things that that I let my dog eat. I did not know any better, when I fed him a grape! I would have never wanted to feed him anything that could be bad for him and definitely anything that could be fatal. The vet did not advise me as a new dog owner that there are seemingly innocent fruit that can harm our forever friend.

Our dog was rescued from a shelter and we have noticed that he is afraid of big trucks and the smoke detector if it goes off when I burn something on the stove. Of course it is the stoves fault and no fault of mine. I am a good cook! 

From a puppy he has been very loving and obedient most of the time. He is a dog to be a forever home dog in that he wants to be where ever we are at all times. He loves to go for a ride with everyone in the family but seems to prefer the girls every time.

He does not like to get a bath but once it is all over he acts like he is glad it is over and he just knows that he is so handsome. After is bath the girls pamper him and he loves the attention like you would not believe. 

Unfortunately from day one his eye sight is very, very poor and fortunately it does not bother him. Of course because of this fact we are always with him. As you will have figured out the whole family has a forever home dog.
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He ate what?
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You can have a horror story if you are not careful with things that your dog can get into and eat. Dogs can sometimes eat the most peculiar things. A cat will mosey around and smell, and check out different things but you would have an unusual cat that will be tempted to eat so many different and interesting things like your dog. Dogs will eat their own poop! Yes. I know that is gross but I have seen it. Investigate any and all the odd appetite problems and talk to your vet. 

It is important that you realize if you are a new first time dog owner that you will have to be careful of things falling on the floor from off the dining table as a prime example. Your pup will be there in a flash and in all probability swallow it whole without even chewing it. 

I remember remarking to my puppy that he surely did not even taste what I had just given him. It was impossible to taste anything in the twinkling of an eye. As quickly as he gulped it down he was ready for more and wagging his tail.

Just as you will be careful of what you allow your dog to eat you will discover some important information about your dog’s main food, which we will discuss at length in another chapter.

I remember years ago when my wife had a second grade student who loved to eat “sticky tack.” The end of the story was some sort of nutritional imbalance according to a doctor after seeking many different avenues of help.

If you find your dog has a really peculiar appetite then investigate the odd appetite and talk to your vet. Our dogs seem to be game to taste just about anything and that can get them into serious trouble. So we have to be careful of, or even your medicine falling on the floor while he/she is just waiting to gobble anything that can fall off a counter and put your dog at risk.

Also be watchful of small children and what they may slip your dog on the sly. Perhaps they may feed a few grapes that they have been eating and do not want them any longer. Such an innocent mistake can be fatal for your dog!
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What Fruits Can Dogs Eat?
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Now you might know that chocolate, grapes and raisins are toxic to dogs; but did you know the other fruits that you should not give your dog. 

––––––––
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With the availability of the internet there are thousands of articles and advertisements about what we can feed and what we should not feed our dog. Remember from their feral beginnings they are scavengers and omnivores and so they will eat most anything. Fruit is nature's candy and comes in many tastes, textures and we have our favorites that we like to keep in our home. What fruits can dogs eat?  Does your dog eat fruit? What fruits does your dog seem to like the most?  And of course make sure to wash all fruits and remove the rinds, the inedible skins, seeds, and pits before feeding to your dog.

Now let us look at the most popular fruits and whether they are safe for your dog to enjoy for a snack, treat, or at mealtime.

To start I want to look at grapes, as this is the main one that I have to admit that I gave a few to my puppy and I am so thankful that I did not pay the ultimate price. This is the main reason that I have chosen to write this book so that others like me can be informed and know what fruits that they can feed their dog.

So can dogs eat grapes? This is one of the most common dog-fruit questions. The answer is "NO." For reasons that remain almost completely hidden from veterinary science, dogs experience violent and adverse effects when they eat either grapes or raisins. Green or purple, seeded or seedless, it doesn't seem to matter. Within mere hours of ingesting grapes or raisins, dogs have been observed to begin having fits of vomiting and excessive urination. Within just a few days, dogs have experienced kidney failure, lapsed into comas, and died from eating grapes.

Therefore if you see your dogs eat some grapes or raisins proceed directly to a veterinarian, who will induce vomiting. Yes it is true that all dogs do not react this way to grapes or raisins! To be sure, it is not worth taking the chance? Again the cause of a dogs' reaction to grapes or raisins is unknown, it is best to keep grapes, raisins, or any of their byproducts completely away from all dogs.

Then, Can dogs eat bananas?  Yes, a peeled, cut up banana is fine. 

Here is a tricky one. Can dogs eat currants? Perhaps currants might fool you, but currants carry the same level of severe toxicity that grapes and raisins do. So even if you do not have a case of sudden vomiting and diarrhea after your dog consumes the currants, immediately take your dog to the veterinarian. Currants can also cause severe renal failure.

Ok, Can dogs eat apples? Yes. I found it best to remove the skin of the apple and of course remove the seeds promptly.
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