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Welcome, dear starry-eyed and (still) naive author.  

It’s me, Eva Gina, flying solo this time. My darling husband, Jacyntho—literary genius, red-pill enthusiast, and devastatingly sexy man—who co-wrote Literatura de Merda & Outras Delícias with me, took one too many blue pills and is currently in a clinic, trying to put the cobra back in its basket.  

Pull up a chair, because what you’re about to read is the harsh but necessary truth about how not to make a fool of yourself in the publishing world. This guide, written with a healthy dose of disdain for the absurdities of the literary scene and a generous helping of sarcasm, is my attempt to salvage your dignity—and, as a bonus, everyone else’s inboxes.  

Think of me as your brutally honest, wisecracking friend, the one who’s going to teach you not to send unsolicited manuscripts (like that one relative who just shows up unannounced).

I’m here to tell you what your little writer buddies are too scared to say: there are no shortcuts to earning respect. But there is a long list of don’ts to help you avoid becoming the punchline of industry gossip.  

Here, you’ll learn that self-promotion is not the same as begging, that being a writer doesn’t give you a free pass to harass people for likes, and that spam belongs on a plate next to some eggs, not in someone’s DMs.  

If you’ve ever found yourself trying to guilt-trip your relatives into buying your book like it’s some kind of sacred family duty, consider this manual your intervention.  

Long story short, if you actually want to play this game and be taken seriously, start reading. My goal? That all of us—okay, fine, just you, you clueless little thing—can coexist in this industry like actual adults.  

No stealing other kids’ toys.  

Eva Gina  
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CHAPTER 1
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Hey, Can You Take a Quick Look at My Manuscript?

Ah, the sweet yet utterly exhausting request: “Hey, can you take a quick look at my manuscript?” 

Anyone with a writer “friend” has been through this horror. And the closer the writer pretends to be to you, the harder it is to say no to their quick look.  

For those unfamiliar with the language of clueless writers, “Can you take a quick look at my manuscript?” is really just code for “Drop everything you’re doing, abandon your own projects, and spend hours (or days) helping me build my literary delusion.” And—surprise!—there’s usually no please or thank you involved. 

One day, the writer stares at their screen, decides their masterpiece is finally ready, and concludes that the 1,602 unedited pages they just vomited onto the keyboard are “just a short little thing.” Then, they message that one friend who reads a lot. 

That friend, either out of pity or sheer panic, agrees to give the short little thing a look—and suddenly finds themselves staring at a 1,602-page monstrosity, riddled with typos and footnotes, as if it were the definitive thesis on contemporary literature. 

Now, dear writer, if you’ve ever considered asking someone for this tiny favor, allow Auntie Eva Gina to shine a light on your path. Here’s the hard truth: no one, I repeat, no one is eagerly waiting to read, edit, and provide feedback on your work for free—especially if you’re just some internet acquaintance or a convenient friendship that popped up three months ago.  

If you didn’t pay for a professional critique, didn’t hire a beta reader, and decided that your friends’ feedback would be good enough, know that this road almost never ends with applause and heartfelt praise.  

But it will make you incredibly, unbelievably annoying.  

So let’s break down exactly what goes through the mind of your victim—the poor soul who falls into the “just a quick read” trap:  

Step 1: The Naive Acceptance

The unsuspecting reader, driven by kindness (or a moment of weakness), agrees to take a quick look. They assume they’ll be getting a short story or, at worst, a single chapter—something they can read between lunch and coffee. Then the message arrives, attached to a file bigger than War and Peace, and regret starts creeping in.  

Step 2: The Never-Ending Manuscript

With each page turn, they realize they’re not even a quarter of the way through. And to make things worse, you’ve generously included footnotes and links to references, as if you were submitting the definitive dissertation on the human condition. It becomes clear that short means something very different to a writer desperate for recognition than to any normal human being.  

Step 3: The Feedback Trap (And The Sneaky Rewrite Request)

Reading is not enough. Oh no. In a moment of pity, the reader decides to offer some honest feedback. Deep down, they’re terrified you won’t handle even the gentlest critique. So they tread carefully, frame their words constructively, maybe even suggest a small improvement or two. And what do they get in return? A follow-up request: “Hey, could you also help me with the synopsis?” or “Would you mind just doing a quick rewrite?”—because let’s be real, dear writer, you weren’t looking for feedback. You wanted applause.  

For you, dear author, who treats your manuscript like a stack of flyers to be handed out at a red light, here’s the golden rule: If you want a reader, find one. They don’t always have to be paid—plenty of generous souls online volunteer as beta readers. 

But if what you’re really after is blind praise, do yourself a favor and buy a mirror.  

Because dumping your unedited manuscript on someone and expecting free feedback, editing, and a polished synopsis isn’t being a writer. It’s being a freeloader.  

There. If you’ve made it this far, you’re one step closer to understanding that a manuscript is not something you just fling at people.  

Respect other people’s time.  

The Delicate Art of Not Annoying the Wrong People

Let’s start with some essential lessons to ensure you don’t turn acquaintances, friends, and publishing professionals into your sworn enemies.  

Ready?  

1. Don’t Send Your Manuscript to That Friend Who Reads Everything

Ah, you have a friend who’s basically a reading machine. They devour everything from Russian classics to self-help manifestos? Great. That does not make them your personal critic—especially if they know (and trust me, they know) that you barely finished reading a single book before deciding to write your own.  

Reading everything is their hobby, not their job. And let’s be honest here: they are not obligated to set aside their Tolstoy or Dostoevsky to read your literary debut.  

The rule is simple: if you’ve never read more than a book blurb in your life, your bookworm friend does not deserve to be your unpaid test reader. Respect their time and passion, and save your manuscript for the moment you can pay someone who actually chooses to read what you have to say.  

2. Don’t Send Your Manuscript to That Writer You Just Met Online

You met in a writing forum or a Facebook group. You bonded over shared struggles, exchanged compliments (or mutual despair) about the hellscape of writing. Feels like a magical literary friendship, right?  

Maybe.  

But don’t mistake friendly internet banter for an open invitation to hijack their creative time with your unsolicited manuscript.  

Forget the idea that just because you both finished a book, you’ve automatically joined some sacred brotherhood of mutual, unconditional manuscript readers. Every writer looking for an audience has to pull their own weight. Write, revise, and—at least in the beginning—be prepared to pay for real feedback.  

An online friendship is not a reading contract.  

3. Don’t Guilt-Trip Your Partner Into Reading Your Masterpiece 

At what point in your relationship did you swear eternal love, unwavering support, and... mandatory manuscript reading? 

Yeah, never.  

Your partner is not a literary critic, nor are they required to offer sincere opinions on that powerful, life-changing scene you wrote that, in reality, is just an awkward first draft of something you thought was brilliant.  

If you truly love them, don’t use them as your personal guinea pig. The last thing anyone wants is to be cornered into fake enthusiasm (or worse—forced to lie) about a story they had no interest in reading in the first place.  

Have the decency not to turn your relationship into a forced literary alliance. Give your manuscript to a professional (a paid one, obviously) and spare the person who’s with you for reasons that have nothing to do with your writing skills. 

4. Never Ask a Friend Who Works in Publishing to Read Your Manuscript for Free

If you’re lucky enough to know a proofreader, a book critic, an editor—any publishing professional—remember: this is their job, and jobs should be paid.  

It doesn’t matter if they’re your friend, your cousin, your spiritual mentor, or your childhood bestie. It doesn’t matter if it’s 100 pages or “just a quick look” at a single paragraph—professional reading requires time, analysis, and expertise.  

Let me spell it out because this is the golden rule of not being that clueless author:  

Never. Ask. A. Professional. Friend. For. Free. Reads.  

Not under any circumstances. 

Not with any excuse.  

If you want a serious critique, pay for it. Respect your friend’s profession and compensate them the same way you would any other industry professional. They studied, built a reputation, and dedicated themselves to this field—you don’t get to waltz in and demand their expertise for free.  

5. Bonus Rule: If, Despite Everything, you Asked and They Said Yes... Be Grateful!

If you ignored Auntie Eva Gina’s advice entirely and still begged a professional friend to read your manuscript for free—and by some divine act of patience, they actually agreed—there’s one final rule of basic human decency:

If you ever decide to pay for an editor, don’t hire their competitor. 

Few things are ruder than begging for a free favor and then turning around and hiring someone else when it’s time to pay. 

In short, respect the time, expertise, and commitment of those who actually work in publishing.  
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Once Upon a Time... a Dream

Picture this: You, dear aspiring author, are sound asleep after a long day of reading absolutely nothing—not even a street sign, not even the back of a cereal box.  

And then, in the dead of night, a dream visits you. Like a divine revelation, you see pages upon pages flowing from your hands. Poetic sentences, breathtaking dialogue, the undeniable certainty that The Work has finally found its chosen one.  

You jolt awake, heart pounding, and solemnly declare: “This is it. The decision has been made. I shall be a writer. Literature, here I come!” 

Feel the energy?  

Wasting no time, you rush to your computer, lit only by the glow of your own genius. Who needs coffee? Who needs planning? You’ve been touched by the literary gods, and you just know that your creation will be a masterpiece—at the very least, it will redefine contemporary fiction.  

And so, you write through the night, eyes blazing with inspiration. Your editorial strategy? Type until your fingers fall off. Editing? Please. Someone blessed by Dickens himself has no need for such trivial matters.  

But wait, there’s more: You have a secret.  

You’ve never actually read a book.  

But that doesn’t worry you. Why read? Reading is for ordinary people. True geniuses feel the right words. They understand the rhythm, the weight of the text, the art in its purest form. Reading only dulls the imagination, boxes in creativity!  

You don’t need to read. You are an 
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