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INTRODUCTION

The Divide

The inequality in the distribution of wealth across the globe is a complex, multifaceted, and deeply rooted problem. While it is often viewed as an unavoidable "natural law" of economics, nothing could be further from the truth. The extreme disparities between the rich and the poor are no accident. They are the direct result of political choices, historical events, and economic systems that maintain and even strengthen this inequality.

This book delves into the mechanisms behind this divide. We expose the raw truth and demonstrate that the wealth of a small elite is directly related to the challenges faced by the majority of the world's population.
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In the following chapters, we will unravel the tenacious structures that create and amplify inequality. We examine the legacy of the past and how wealth, amassed during times of colonialism and feudal systems, still resonates in current society. We look at the economic factors, from an unequal tax system to the inordinate power of the superrich.

Finally, we establish the disturbing link between extreme wealth and the destruction of our planet. This is a story of power and powerlessness, of justice and injustice. It is a quest for the truth behind the wealth, with the ultimate goal of understanding how we can build a fairer world.
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THE ORIGIN OF INEQUALITY

The inequality we see today did not arise in a vacuum. It is the result of centuries-long structures that concentrate wealth and power in the hands of a select group. This inequality is woven into the very fabric of our society and is maintained by an interplay of factors. Historical and Structural Factors

The Present Shaped by the Past

The roots of global inequality lie in the past, particularly in feudalism. This system, based on a hierarchy of landowners and serfs, created a deep divide in wealth. The wealthy elite of that time, who owned vast tracts of land, amassed enormous fortunes through the labor of the lower classes.

This unequal distribution of power and property still persists today. The structures of the feudal system, which placed a small group above the rest, have a lasting impact on our economies and society.

Many people still struggle with the economic and social consequences of this historical injustice, while the wealth accrued during that era continues to give a head start to todays privileged.
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The Weight of Inheritances

One of the most tenacious drivers of inequality is the intergenerational transfer of wealth. It is a myth that extreme wealth is solely the result of hard work and innovation.

A significant portion of today's billionaires, and the families leading the wealth rankings, owe their fortunes to inheritances. This system of inheritance acts as an invisible ladder that enables a small group of families to accumulate their wealth indefinitely. 

While the majority of the population must work hard for every euro, a small elite already begins their lives with an invaluable head start, which only deepens the gap between the rich and the poor.
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Unequal Starting Points

Wealth is not just a matter of money. It is also a matter of opportunity. An individual's starting position, determined by the circumstances in which he or she is born, is crucial for their life trajectory. Access to quality education, healthcare, nutrition, and a stable living environment is unequally distributed.

There are enormous differences both within countries and globally. The inequality in opportunity is one of the most unjust aspects of current society. It limits people's ability to grow, build a stable life, and create wealth. This is in contrast to those who are born with the privileges and resources that enable them to succeed, regardless of their own talent or effort.
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THE LEGACY OF THE NOBILITY

The wealth that is concentrated today in the hands of the 'old nobility' was often amassed during a time when the feudal system, violence, and war were the norm. During this period, the ownership of land was the ultimate source of power and wealth. Land was conquered, acquired through marriages, and the peasant population living on it was subjugated. This system was fundamentally opposed to our modern democratic ideals of equal opportunity and justice.

From a modern perspective, this raises the fundamental question of how we should deal with wealth that was acquired in such a manner and is now being passed down from generation to generation.
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The Perspective of Redistribution

This viewpoint holds that the original injustice of this wealth forms the basis for current inequality. At the very least, a strong inheritance tax should be imposed on very large fortunes.

This would benefit society as a whole and help correct some of the historical injustice.

The Argument of 'New' Wealth

Many noble families have not only preserved their wealth but also expanded it by investing in modern sectors. They have often been entrepreneurial and creative in doing so. This means their fortune can no longer be explained solely by their historical inheritance, but also by later efforts and investments. However, this would not have been possible without the inheritances from the past.

This complex debate touches upon fundamental questions of ownership, justice, and the influence of the past on the present.

It demonstrates that today's inequality is not only caused by the current economic system but also by deeply rooted historical structures that continue to resonate in our society.

THE INEQUALITY OF POLLUTION

An Unpaid Inheritance

The history of the Industrial Revolution and the subsequent global economic expansion is a tale of dazzling progress, but also of a profound and unpaid debt to the planet. The gargantuan fortunes amassed by many of today’s multinational corporations and their shareholders over the past years are inextricably linked to a simple, yet devastating, economic practice: the externalization of costs.

Companies were encouraged and de facto given the freedom to treat the air, water, and soil as a free dumping ground. The soot clouds from factory smokestacks, the chemical waste in rivers, the emission of greenhouse gases, all of this was part of the production process that caused profit margins to explode. By not including this ecological damage in the product price, they kept their production dirt cheap and their profits enormous. They shifted the true costs of their operations, the cost of pollution from their own balance sheets onto the shoulders of society and nature.

This is the core of the fundamental injustice we face today. The returns from these profitable, polluting methods have accrued to a select group of corporations and the superrich, while the societal costs must now be borne by everyone.

We see this reflected in the current climate crisis, the necessity for expensive environmental clean-up projects, and the health costs related to air and water pollution. It is now the governments and the taxpayer, the teacher, the nurse, the small business owner who must make the necessary investments in green energy, dike construction, and the restoration of damaged ecosystems.

The wealthy have pushed the bill through the mailbox to society, and that society must now foot the bill for the damage. This is morally and economically unsustainable.

The overwhelming consensus in modern ethics and economics should be: the polluter pays. It is high time that the multinationals that have accumulated decades of unaccountable profits thanks to their pollution now also bear the responsibility and the costs for the historical and current damage they have caused.

The debt is theirs, and the payment should also come from them. Society must no longer be the safety net for the profit maximization of large corporations.
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WHY THE SUPER-RICH PAY LESS

It is a widespread, and entirely justified, feeling that it is the middle class and employees who bear the heaviest burden through income tax and VAT (sales tax), while the superrich find ways to contribute significantly less.

This is a direct consequence of how our tax system is structured and the lack of political will to change it.
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Taxation on Labour versus Capital

One of the greatest inequalities in our tax system is the way we tax labour versus capital. The wealthiest primarily earn their money from their capital profits from shares, real estate, and other investments. In many countries, this income is taxed more lightly than the income of the average employee.

Tax Avoidance and Havens

The super-rich and large corporations have the resources to set up complex structures and move their money to tax havens. This is often legal, but it undermines the fair distribution of the tax burden and withdraws enormous sums of money from society that could otherwise be used for public services.
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Lobbying for Low Taxes

Economic wealth translates directly into political power. The interests of the super-rich and large corporations are often represented in policy-making. They advocate for lower taxes on wealth and inheritance, which strengthens their position and increases the tax burden on the rest of the population.

The Legacy of the Past

This unfair system has far-reaching consequences. It limits the government's ability to invest in essential services such as education, healthcare, and infrastructure. It also strengthens the sense of injustice and can damage trust in politics and the economy.

For this reason, there are increasingly frequent calls for solutions such as higher taxes on wealth and capital gains, and international agreements to combat tax avoidance. The core issue is ensuring that everyone, including the superrich, makes a fair contribution to society.
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THE RICHEST 0.1% AND THEIR IMPACT ON THE PLANET

The fight against climate change is often presented as a collective responsibility, but the reality is that the vast majority of harmful greenhouse gas emissions come from large corporations and the super-rich.

According to reports, the richest 1% of the global population is responsible for more than twice the CO2 emissions as the poorest 50%.
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The Fossil Fuel Lobby

The fossil fuel industry (oil, gas, and coal companies) has been investing billions for decades in lobbying and PR campaigns to sow doubt about climate science. They maintain close ties with political leaders and use their influence to block policies that threaten their profits.

The 'Polluter Pays' Principle

This is a concept frequently used in environmental economics. The logic is simple: those who cause the most damage must also contribute the most to the solution. This principle is crucial to the fight against climate change. It would give an enormous boost to the effort if the resources of the super-rich were distributed more fairly and deployed for sustainable projects.
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WHO ARE THE SUPER-RICH?

The Shocking Concentration of the Top 0.1%

When we zoom in on the richest 0.1% of the world's population (roughly 8 million people), the concentration of wealth is extremely pronounced.

The 0.1% owns 43% to 45% of total global wealth!

Furthermore, research suggests that the use of tax havens is almost exclusively carried out by the world’s richest 0.1%, allowing them to evade a quarter of their taxes. This demonstrates the extreme concentration of financial management at the absolute top.

Among the 0.1%, we see a concentration of capital that does not merely influence, but completely "dominates" the global economy.


[image: ]











FORGET THE TABLOIDS

Who Truly Determines the Course of Our Economy

The focus is often on the handful of famous billionaires, but the 0.1% group is far more influential and broader than you might think. This invisible elite does not just consist of names you know, but also includes:

Top Executives and CEOs who determine the strategy of the largest multinational corporations.

Highly Paid Professionals: 
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A FAIR FUTURE IS A POLITICAL CHOICE




The Need for Progressive Tax Systems
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This has created a perverse effect


Restoring the Balance of Power: More Than Just Money
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THE ROLE OF POLITICS





Experts and economists agree










Conflict Between Short- and Long-Term Interests
















The Reckoning


History is an unforgiving teacher
















The Continent's Income Pyramid




The  Elite:  The  European  and  National   Political Firmament



The President of the European Commission (EC)
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A European Commissioner







Ministers in National Governments



The Extremes: Top CEOs vs. Managers



The Broad Base: The Average Citizen


The Average Employee




Social Security


The Revealing Conclusion







1. The Exuberant Wages of the Elite






2. The Real Cause: Unfair Taxation
















THE ROLE OF RELIGION



Religion as an Instrument of Social Control and Inequality




Creating In-Group/Out-Group Thinking and Polarization


The Power of Moral Authority and Political Influence


Influence on Political Decision-Making


Tension with Democracy



The Catalyst for Conflict and Violence


Conclusion
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WHO GOVERNS THE WORLD


1. The Political Elite: States and Their Leaders


The United States


China


Other Influential Countries


2. The Economic Elite: The Power of Money


The Super-Rich and CEOs


Financial Institutions


3. The Hidden Elite: Networks and Organizations


The World Economic Forum (WEF)


The Bilderberg Group


Multinational Corporations





Conclusion










THE CODE DECIPHERED




Two Sides of the Coin: Capital versus Labor
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History Exacerbates This Argument


The Right Distribution: Capitalism Beyond Its Excesses








The Visible Excesses: Leadership in a Golden Cage


The Political Elite: Disconnected from Reality


Top Managers and CEOs: The Indefensible Gap
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The Garbage Collector: The New Slavery of the 21st Century




The Code as a Weapon: The Myth of the Crisis



The Eternal Crisis of the Vulnerable
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The Illusion of Necessity




The Ultimate Distraction
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The Rise of the New Rich: A Different Solidarity


The New Rich


A New Ethos








How Tech Billionaires are Changing the World



Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan



MacKenzie Scott


[image: ]



Elon Musk (Tesla, SpaceX)


Larry Ellison (Oracle)


Dustin Moskovitz and Cari Tuna (Open Philanthropy)


New Strategies and Controversies


Large-Scale and Urgent Giving


Focus on Systemic Change


Transparency and Data


Controversies
















From Greed to Humankindnes



The Love of Humanity











Ecological Stewardship


Inclusive Prosperity


System Reconstruction


THE NEW GENERATION OF CAPITAL OWNERS
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The Moment of Truth
















The Major Challenge: More than Capital


Political Leverage and Cooperation
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THE RISK


Fair Distribution and Redistribution



Humility and Grassroots Leadership




Conclusion




















A Fairer Tax System


Higher Taxes on Large Fortunes and Inheritances



Combating Tax Avoidance


Addressing the Climate Crisis









Reforming the Economic System



We Must Prepare for Robotics and AI



Investments in Public Services
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Promotion of Cooperatives


Political and Societal Change


Limiting Lobbying and Political Donations


Increasing Societal Awareness













The Key to Equality










ADVICE FOR THE YOUNGER GENERATIONS


Be Critical and Be Engaged


Ask Questions



Inform Yourself
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Get Involved






A WORD ABOUT CRYPTOCURRENCIES



Accessibility


Transparency


Decentralization
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The Flip Side











The Future in Your Own Hands






THE FIRST STEP IS TO ORGANIZE




Trade Unions Must Fundamentally Change




Public Transport


Staff Shortages




The Citizen's Responsibility
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