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INTRODUCTION

Higher History

The purpose of this book is to help you to pass the Higher History examination.

Section 1 of this book will help you by looking at each examination skill in turn, giving you advice on how to answer the type of question. This will be followed by questions with some examples of how to structure a response. It will also give you revision tips.

Section 2 of the book will give you two full Practice Papers. You will need to select the parts that you have studied with your teacher/lecturer.

The examination

The examination is made up of two examination papers and an assignment.


•  The British, European and World paper is the exam paper that assesses your essay skills. You must answer one British and one European and World essay in 1 hour 30 minutes. Each essay is worth 22 marks, so the exam paper is worth 44 marks overall.

•  The Scottish paper is the exam paper that assesses your source skills and knowledge of a Scottish historical topic in 1 hour 30 minutes. The questions for each topic are worth 8, 8, 10 and 10 marks, so the exam paper is worth 36 marks overall.

•  The assignment is a piece of individual research that you will complete under the supervision of your teacher/lecturer in your learning centre. This is worth 30 marks overall and will be written up in a 1 hour 30-minute supervised session. You are allowed to take a 250-word plan into the write-up to help you.



Skills

There are six main skills involved in Higher History, four of which are focused in the Scottish paper and two of which in the British, European and World paper.

The Scottish paper

The Scottish paper has four different types of question, three of which require that you use sources in your answer as well as your own knowledge and one that requires only your knowledge of the historical event/trend.


•  ‘Explain the reasons for a historical event/trend’ is worth 8 marks. For each mark you must make a knowledge point and explain it with some relevant historical information.

•  ‘Evaluate a source’s usefulness in explaining a historical event/trend’ is worth 8 marks. For each mark you will need to take an aspect of the source and say why this aspect is useful. You should comment on the source’s purpose, author, type of source, timing, content and important information that is omitted from the source.

•  Explore ‘How fully a source explains or shows a historical event/trend’ is worth 10 marks. You will have to make a judgement about the extent to which a source explains or shows a given historical event/trend. You will be expected to explain significant points from the source content and show you have broader background knowledge of points that are not mentioned in the source but are relevant to the question.

•  Explore ‘How much two sources reveal about differing interpretations of a historical event/trend’ is worth 10 marks. You will need to explain significant points from each source. These should illustrate your understanding that they are two different interpretations of the historical event/trend. You will also have to use your own knowledge to show you understand that there are different interpretations or aspects of the event/trend that are not covered in the sources.



The British, European and World paper

The British, European and World paper has two different types of extended response or essay:


•  evaluating a historical development/trend

•  assessing a historical development/trend.



Each of these types of question require a similar structure in a response.


•  Showing your understanding of the historical context in an introduction is worth up to 3 marks.

•  Constructing a conclusion that answers the question posed, while showing you understand the relative importance of factors you have developed in your essay, is worth up to 3 marks.

•  Showing your knowledge of the historical evidence that is relevant to the question posed is worth up to 6 marks.

•  Analysing your knowledge by showing you understand the strengths and weaknesses in the evidence is worth up to 6 marks. These 6 marks are broken up into 3 marks for basic analysis and 3 marks for developed analysis.

•  Evaluating the evidence to construct an argument answering the question posed is worth up to 4 marks.



Tips for revision success

Get started on revision as soon as possible! It is no good putting it off as you will only create more problems by doing so. There are three stages to effective revision.

Step 1: Review your material. This is where you make sure that you have the notes and detail that are needed to successfully answer the two essays in the British, European and World paper and the four questions in the Scottish paper in the exam. The British, and European and World sections are organised around six essay topics per period of history. You will, therefore, need to know at least four of the essay topics from each period you have studied. This will ensure that you are able to complete at least one essay. However, we would recommend that you know at least five of the topics as this will mean you have a choice of questions you can answer in the exam. You will need to know the entire Scottish period you have studied as questions will come from all of the four areas that each period covers.

Are your notes detailed in terms of knowledge and do you understand the arguments that surround each topic? If your notes lack detail or you do not fully understand the arguments, then you need to speak to your teacher/lecturer in order to ensure that you complete your notes and do understand the arguments.

Step 2: Revise your topics. This is where you make sure that the detail of your notes is embedded in your brain. It is not enough simply to read through the notes in front of you as you will rapidly forget the information. You need to do something with the notes, preferably creatively, to make them stick. For example, you could make up your own revision cards for each topic. Change how the information is recorded by drawing spider diagrams. Record your own voice describing key facts and arguments for an essay area or a key area of a Scottish topic. Work with another person and test each other’s knowledge. Above all, be creative and active in your revision as this is an effective way to retain information.

Step 3: Practise, practise, practise! This is where this book comes in very handy. The more you practise answering questions in a timed way, the better you will become at answering the different questions. The biggest problem that history examiners see when marking work is students who simply write an answer about the topic of the question, rather than tackling the issue that the question is asking them to address. By practising, you make sure that you are adaptable in your use of the information that you know. Also, only through practising will you learn how to organise the topic information you know and, above all, learn how to analyse and evaluate what is needed to directly answer the question in front of you.

The first section of this book contains Practice Questions for every topic, with tips on how to succeed. The second section contains two specially created Practice Papers with their relevant marking schemes. This book enables you to practise how to evaluate and contextualise presented sources, as well as explain a historical event and answer different types of exam essay questions.

You will have 1 hour and 30 minutes in the examination

How to use this book



1  Concentrate on certain types of question.

2  Concentrate on questions on a certain topic.

3  Work your way through an entire Practice Paper.




1 Concentrate on certain types of question


2 Concentrate on questions on a certain topic



Scottish History


A  The Wars of Independence, 1249–1328

B  The Age of the Reformation, 1542–1603

C  The Treaty of Union, 1689–1740

D  Migration and Empire, 1830–1939

E  The Impact of the Great War, 1914–1928



British History


A  Church, State and Feudal Society, 1066–1406

B  The Century of Revolutions, 1603–1702

C  The Atlantic Slave Trade

D  Britain, 1851–1951

E  Britain and Ireland, 1900–1985



European and World History


A  The Crusades, 1071–1204

B  The American Revolution, 1763–1787

C  The French Revolution, to 1799

D  Germany, 1815–1939

E  Italy, 1815–1939

F  Russia, 1881–1921

G  USA, 1918–1968

H  Appeasement and the Road to War, to 1939

I  The Cold War, 1945–1989



3 Work your way through an entire Practice Paper
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