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Ariel looked around and sighed happily. Sunshine was streaming in through the palace windows. On the dining room table, glasses sparkled and silverware gleamed. 

Early morning was Ariels favorite time of day. Her husband, Prince Eric, sat across the table eating breakfast. He glanced up and smiled. Max the dog lay on the floor nearby. 

Ariel piled pancakes and fruit high on her plate. Being human definitely has its advantages, she thought. She could even have had waffles and ice cream if shed wanted to. 

Everything is so peaceful, Ariel said to Eric. Its so quiet and  

Crash! Ariel and Eric looked up, startled. Something had banged into a nearby window. 

A seagull peeled himself away from the glass and rubbed his beak. 

Scuttle! Ariel cried. Are you okay? She opened the window. 

Clear glass! Scuttle grumbled as he flew into the room. He smoothed his feathers. 

Hello there, Ariel and Prince Eric. Scuttle bowed clumsily. 
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Eric laughed. No need for that, Scuttle. Were all friends. 

Sure, sure, said Scuttle. He glanced at the table. Is that why you have a nest? Youre keeping it for me! 

Eric looked at Ariel, puzzled. But she was used to Scuttle calling human things by the wrong name. When shed been a mermaid, hed told her that a fork was called a dinglehopper and humans used it to comb their hair. 

Now that she was a human, Ariel had learned what everything was really called. 

Ariel smiled and picked up the bread basket. Take it! she said. Its yours! 

Thanks. Scuttle took the basket, and admired it. Oh! I just remembered! I was carrying something. I must have lost it when I hit the glass. Now, where can it be? 

Scuttle flew outside, then back inside. He searched up and down and all around. Finally, he landed on the window ledge. 
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A card was tucked under his wing. 

For you, he told Ariel. 

The princess opened the card. Why, its an invitation! she exclaimed. Adella is having a birthday party today. 

Ariel had six mermaid sisters, and Adella was one of them. Mermaid birthdays were always fun. Eagerly, Ariel read the card: 
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Of course Ill come, Ariel said. 

Ill deliver the news, the seagull said, flying off. 

Ariel stood up. Id better get ready, she told Eric. I have to bring a present. Maybe that music box I saw in the village… Her voice trailed off. Oh, Eric, Ill miss you. Maybe I should stay here.… 

Prince Eric reached for her hand. Of course you should be with your family, Ariel. Max and I will be fine on our own. 

Woof, woof, Max whimpered. 

Come on, Max, Eric said. Ill miss her, too. But it wont be so bad. After all, its just for one night! 







[image: ]





Before she left, Ariel took a quick trip to the village. She found the music box in a small corner shop. 

On the lid, a beautiful mermaid spun around. When Ariel opened the box, it played a pretty song. 

Adella would love it.

Soon it was time to say good-bye. Ariel kissed Eric and hugged Max. Then she waded into the ocean. 

Father! she called. Are you here? 

King Triton came to the surface of the water. 

Hello, Ariel! Triton said, beaming. Are you ready for Adellas party? Ariel nodded, and her father waved his magic trident. 

Suddenly Ariels human clothes and legs were gone, and she was a mermaid again. She dove into a wave, happy to be in the sea. 

A second later, she surfaced. Good-bye, Eric! See you tomorrow! Her husband blew her a kiss, and Max barked. 

Ariel dove again and followed her father toward the royal palace. 

Ariel, I must do some work now, Triton said. There have been reports of a shark swimming near Atlantica. 

Triton hugged Ariel, then hurried off. A shark! That could mean trouble, Ariel knew. But it was so beautiful here. Sunshine slanted through the water. Colorful flowers swayed in the current. It was hard to think about danger. 

Ariel, Ariel! Youre back! The mermaids good friend Flounder the fish raced over. I wasnt sure…I mean I hoped…and you are. Here, I mean. 

Flounder was so excited. He could barely finish a sentence. Darting here and there, he peeked over his shoulder at Ariel. Bam! He swam smack into a patch of prickly plants. 

Ouch! 

Dont move, Ariel told him. Ill get you out. She carefully pulled the leaves apart, and Flounder paddled backward until he was free. Then they headed toward the palace. 

Im glad to see you, too, Flounder! Ariel told her friend. 
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She and Flounder still saw each other a lot. He liked to splash around the lagoon at her castle. But it was different under the sea. They could swim anywhere and go exploring, just like they used to. 

Up ahead, Ariel could see the palace. She spotted the mother-of-pearl staircase, the long, flowing plants, and the glittering gems. She sighed happily. 

I found an amazing treasure the other day, Flounder chattered on. Its in a new shipwreck. I was swimming along as usual, and suddenly 

Ariel! Ariel! All of her sisters swam to meet her. 

Happy birthday, Adella! Ariel exclaimed as she hugged her sister. 
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Youre really here! Adella whispered. Ive got so many plans for today. Girl talk. An afternoon at the spa. And, of course, the birthday concert! 

Adella held up a long scroll. The paper unrolled and hit the ocean floor. 

Its a list of everything I want to do, get, and see on my birthday, Adella told Ariel. Ive checked off some things already! 
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Adella began to read out loud: Adella stopped. Ill just check that off now, she said. Then she continued: 
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Stop talking for just one minute, Adella, Andrina interrupted. Let us say hello! She kissed Ariels cheek. 

Arista kissed her other cheek. Attina squeezed Ariels hand. 

Aquata and Alana swam around Ariel, making swirls of bubbles. Before long it was so bubbly that they bumped into each other! 

They rubbed their heads. 

Watch where youre going! 

I was watching! 

You werent watching! 

Was, too! 

Girls! said King Triton, who had just returned to the palace. Come inside. Let Ariel get settled. Then you can start the festivities. 

Sebastian! he boomed. Youre running the show today. When do the festivities start? 

A crab hurried over and nodded at Ariel. 

Welcome back, Sebastian said in a lilting voice. The festivities begi-i-i-i-n… He drew out the word to build excitement. Now! 







[image: ]





Two young merchildren swam into the castles great hall. They carried a huge bouquet of water lilies. The flowers were so big, Ariel could barely see the children who were holding them. 

Lovely! exclaimed Adella. Just what I wanted. Sebastian tapped his claw impatiently. He had everything planned to the minute. The crab was determined to keep the day on schedule. That way, the concert would be just in time for sunset. 

The morning was filled with mermaid talk and opening presents. Then, at precisely 1:01, the sisters finished lunch. 

So far, so good, Sebastian told Ariel. 

Its time for the Sea Swirl Spa! Adella said. I cant wait. My tail always sparkles after a beauty treatment. 

The deep-sea mud is terrific for my face! Andrina added. 

The best, agreed Arista. 

Its wonderfully refreshing, said Attina. 

But there are only six deep-sea clam beds, Adella put in. 

And seven of us! Alana cried, horrified. 

You shouldnt get the treatment, Aquata told Alana. 

No! Youre the one who shouldnt get it, Alana told Aquata. 

No, you. 

No, you! 

Its okay! Ariel raised her voice to be heard. I wont go. 
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But Ariel, youre our guest! said Adella. 

Really, Adella. Its fine. I want to spend a little time with Flounder anyway, Ariel assured her. 

Okay, everyone! Sebastian clapped his claws. Lets get moving! We have a schedule to keep. He turned to Ariel. Ill be going with your sisters. To keep everyone in line…I mean, on time. 

Dont worry, Sebastian. Ariel swam away from her sisters. Im leaving right now. And Ill be back in plenty of time for the rehearsal. 

Sebastian raised an eyebrow. When Ariel swam off to do her own thing, she always lost track of time. 
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Ariel did think she had plenty of time. Flounder and I will do a little exploring, she told herself. Then Ill go straight to the concert hall. 

Come on, Flounder! she said. Together, they raced toward a shipwreck. 

Flounder swam through a broken porthole. Come, look at this, Ariel! 

Flounder pointed at a blue vase. 

Adella would love this, Ariel said. She can put the water lilies in it. Just then, her eyes fell on something. She picked it up and glanced nervously at Flounder. 

Its a sharks tooth, the fish said. 

A shiver ran down Ariels spine. Those shark sightings her father had told her aboutthey were for real! 
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Still, it was a beautiful day, and Ariel didnt want to waste it worrying. She and Flounder met up with their old friends, the sea horses and the dolphins. They swam around Atlantica all morning. 

Ariel was chasing a sponge ball, playing keep-away with a dolphin, whenblam!she turned suddenly and swam right into Sebastian. 

Sebastian! Where did you come from? she asked. 

From the concert hall! Sebastian said, frowning and out of breath. Everyones waiting! 
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The rehearsal! Ariel remembered. How had time gone by so fast? 

With a flip of her tail and a wave to her old friends, Ariel was on her way. 

Moments later, she reached the concert hall. Adella, Andrina, Arista, Attina, 

Aquata, and Alana were already there, but they werent singing. 

I should do that solo, Aquata was saying. 

No, I should, Alana told her. 

No, me. 

No, me. 

Im sorry Im late! Ariel interrupted. But we still have plenty of time to rehearse. 

Adella gasped. 

Really, Ariel insisted, puzzled by her sisters reaction, we have plenty of time. 

Its not that, Adella whispered. Theres a shark. 

Ariel turned her head slowly. She held her breath. 

A shark hovered at the edge of the hall. His long tail whipped back and forth. His beady eyes stared straight ahead. 

Ariels heart thumped loudly. She was sure the shark could hear it. 

What do you think we should do? whispered Andrina. 

Ariel knew they shouldnt shout for help. That might make the shark attack. 

Should they stay still? Maybe hed get bored and swim away. 

Ariel signaled her sisters. The mermaids froze in place. Seconds passed, then minutes. Time crawled by. After a while, Ariels muscles began to ache. 

And then she felt a sneeze coming on. 

A sneeze! Ariel groaned. Why did she have to sneeze right now? 

Ariel pinched her nose and tried to hold back the sneeze. Just then, the shark opened its great mouth. Razor-sharp teeth glinted. 

He reared up, then sped through the water…right past the mermaids, into the open ocean. 

Whew! Ariel cried. Then she sneezed. 

Aa-aa-aaachoo! 
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That was way too close! said Adella. She took a deep breath. 

I wonder how he got by the guards, Andrina said. 

Anyway, its over, said Aquata. And its time for me to sing that solo! 

Alana glared at her, and Ariel wondered how they would ever make it through the rehearsal. 
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That evening, Sebastian paced back and forth in front of his music stand. He wanted everything to go well. All right, everyone! He tapped his baton. The audience will be arriving any minute. 

The mermaids got in place. Soon, undersea creatures great and small filled the hall. It was showtime! 


Ariel and her sisters performed song after song. The dolphins flapped their flippers, and King Triton tapped his trident against the floor. 

Now for the big finish! Sebastian announced. 

Onstage, Adella hovered above the others. She smiled down as they sang Happy Birthday. 

Andrina sang a line, then Arista and Attina chimed in. 

Aquata and Alana sang together since they hadnt been able to decide who got a solo. 

Then Sebastian pointed up. All the merpeople and sea creatures swam to the surface. The sun was setting. Blazing red and orange colors painted the sky. 

Adellas sisters sang the last line with a quick solo by Ariel. 

Applause rang out. Hear, hear! cried the merpeople. 

Ariel turned to her sister, smiling. Happy birthday, Adella. 

Oh, Ariel! Adella
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