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    1 Boquillas Canyon Backcountry (Rio Grande)


    


    The true measure of a big river’s grandeur is not in its volume, but in the cathedral it has, over the millennia, carved into the unholiest of desert places. In Boquillas Canyon, the Rio Grande runs cold, clear, and the color of jade at the foot of 1,200-foot bluffs. Huisache bloom in yellow bursts. Bats pour from crevices at dusk. And candelilla wax mining camps lay dormant on the Mexican bank. The 37-mile Boquillas Canyon float through Big Bend National Park is a rare backcountry paddle that is worthy of experts and fitting for groups with a novice or two. Those new to back-country camping or paddling should not do this without the company of experienced partners. Desert Sports offers expert service.


    


    Start: Rio Grande Village, Big Bend National Park, N29 10.78' / W102 57.65'


    End: Heath Canyon Ranch, N29 27.02' / W102 49.32'


    Length: 36.7 miles


    Float time: 3–5 days, depending on flow and desire


    Difficulty: Moderate to difficult due to back-country setting, absence of escape routes, sun, strainers, wind, duration


    Rapids: Class I/II


    River type: Wilderness river running through canyons


    Current: Slow to swift, depending on river levels


    River gradient: 4.15 feet per mile


    River gauge: 54–1,000 cubic feet per second (cfs). Call a guide to confirm. Short portages are required at 54 cfs, but worth it. It’s best at less than 200 cfs.


    Land status: National park, private


    County: Brewster


    Nearest city/town: Terlingua


    Boats used: Canoes, kayaks; in higher water rafts are an option.


    Season: Late summer and early fall. The water is a little lower in late Feb before spring break, but it’s really peaceful.


    Fees and permits: Big Bend National Park backcountry permit and Lower Canyons release form; Big Bend National Park weekly vehicle access fee; per person Heath Canyon Ranch access fee (call 432-376-2235 for permission). Campers also must get a fire pan and special feces bags (both available from an outfitter), so you can haul out all waste. Talk to a guide or the park for more information.


    Maps: TOPO! CD: Texas; USGS Texas, Rio Grande Village, Ernst Valley, Stillwell Crossing; Delorme: Texas Atlas & Gazetteer: page 75


    Contact: For information on recreation or river conditions, see the Big Bend Daily Report at nps.gov/bibe/daily_report.htm, call Big Bend National Park headquarters at Panther Junction at (432) 477-2251 or visit nps.gov/bibe/index.htm, or contact Desert Sports at (888) 989-6900 or desertsportstx.com. Call Heath Canyon Ranch at (432) 376-2235 for information about the takeout.

  


  Put-In and Takeout Information


  


  To shuttle point/takeout: From Terlingua, drive northeast on Farm Road 170 south for 4.6 miles. Turn right onto TX 118 south for 21.5 miles. Stay straight on US 385 north for 3 miles. Turn left to remain on US 385 north for 28.4 miles. Turn right onto Farm Road 2627 for 27.9 miles. Take the last left before the La Linda Bridge. A four-wheel-drive vehicle is recommended. Leaving the vehicle overnight is not recommended.


  To put-in from takeout: From Heath Canyon Ranch, drive west on Farm Road 2627 for 14 miles. Turn left onto US 385 south for 28.4 miles. At Panther Junction, turn left onto Park Route 12 for 20.4 miles. Turn left at Rio Grande Village in Big Bend National Park.


  Overview


  


  The Rio Grande begins in the San Juan Mountains in Colorado, and flows some 1,900 miles south through New Mexico before forming the Mexico–US border and, finally, pouring into the Gulf of Mexico at Brownsville, Texas, and Matamoros, Mexico. The river drains some 176,000 square miles of the countryside in a basin that covers portions of several US states—Colorado, New Mexico, Texas—and Mexican states—Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, Tamaulipas, and Durango. Thanks to a convoluted equation of sources, tributaries, allocations, and precipitation, nothing could float the length of the Rio Grande, not a leaf. Though it may reach the Gulf of Mexico, says Sally Spener, foreign affairs officer at the International Boundary and Water Commission, parts of the riverbed are bone dry. About 1,200 miles of the Rio Grande make up the southern Texas border.


  It is remote. It is beautiful. It is one of the best paddles in Texas. And, there are no guarantees that it will always be here. Paddle it while you can.
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  Paddle Summary


  


  The 36-mile Boquillas Canyon float is worthy of its own guidebook, six novels, nine dissertations in seven disciplines, at least three films, and lifetimes of dedicated study and contemplation. Here we get 600 words that simply can’t convey the experience of floating this river. If you’re contemplating your first run of Boquillas Canyon—even if you are top-notch river folk—consider going with a guide, if not for safety or their expertise on the water, for their knowledge and interpretation of place. Anyone who isn’t a bona fide river rat should go with an experienced guide. When low, the river doesn’t look like much, but it can put an inexperienced or inattentive paddler in a world of hurt quickly. And this is the true wilderness, so if something goes wrong, you only have your fellow paddlers to count on. Call well ahead to plan the trip. Limited back-country passes are available.


  ▶ See also: “The Great Unknown of the Rio Grande,” a Texas River Guide by Louis F. Aulbach focusing on the Rio Grande; Big Bend river use regulations at nps.gov/bibe/parkmgmt/riverregs.htm; information on planning your trip to Big Bend at nps.gov/bibe/planyourvisit/things2do.htm; and information specifically for backcountry uses at nps.gov/bibe/planyourvisit/backcountry-main.htm.


  That’s the pitch. We’ll use the rest of the words to provide some tips, help you navigate the river, and track your progress, which is no certain undertaking since the canyon walls and general backcountry voodoo here wreak havoc on global positioning systems.


  This stretch of river offers one gravel bar after another, riffle upon riffle, and countless Class I/II rapids in its swings and turns. In many long stretches the river slopes several feet. In low water, the new and inattentive do more walking than those who read the river well. Pay attention to sharp turns in the river, where the full volume of the water is forced through narrow stretches that may be only a few feet wide. Here the water accelerates. It crashes into stone walls, churns over submerged trees, or bullies just inches below arms of raking cane. This situation is common—too common to list all the places it might be encountered. You can see these situations coming in plenty time to decide whether to run it or line it. Line it is most often the right answer. For the most part these scenarios are easily addressed. But, taken lightly they can flip the boat, pin you under water, soak your gear, ruin your morning, or otherwise cause problems.


  Locals say, “Boquillas is where the wind is born.” I’m inclined to believe them; the wind at either end of the canyon can be crippling. On bad days it keeps paddlers from getting into the canyon. At other times, the wind is silent, or it motors you along.


  Get to Big Bend National Park a full day before the trip to get permits and handle last-minute preparations. Note: Local officials warn against camping or hiking on the Mexican side of the river.


  The launch is at the edge of Rio Grande Village, at the end of a long sandy slope. Pull down to the water and unload. Slip the boat into a jade-colored river, which is some 25 feet wide.


  At 1.5 miles, the landscape explodes into 50-foot stone cliffs.


  At 2.9 miles, the Mexican town of Boquillas del Carmen is on the right.


  At 5.6 miles, Boquillas Canyon begins. The river turns and accelerates. Jesus, a vendor from “Boquillas” pueblito, sings and offers hiking sticks, copper scorpions, “paisanos” (roadrunners), and songs. This is a great sandbar for lunch.
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    FATHER OF BIG BEND: EVERETT TOWNSEND


    
      “I wish you would take a map of the State showing the counties, put your pencil point on the Rio Grande, just where the Brewster and Presidio County line hit that stream; then draw a line due East and at a distance of sixty miles it will again strike the River. My dream is to make the area South of this line into a park and I shall live to see it done.”


      —Everett Townsend, 1933


      Everett Ewing Townsend (1871–1948) was born on October 20, 1871, in Colorado County to Captain William Wallace and Margaret (Long) Townsend.


      1891—Joined the Texas Rangers


      1893—Appointed deputy US marshal


      1894—Tracked a stolen mule into the Chisos Mountains, where he’s said to have said that the vista made him “see God as he had never seen Him before.”


      1918—Elected Brewster County sheriff


      1932—Elected representative to the Texas Legislature


      1933—Coauthored a bill creating Texas Canyons State Park


      1934—Found water in the Chisos Mountains for a Civilian Conservation Corps camp that would build Big Bend State Park


      1943—Realized his dream when Governor Coke Stevenson transferred 750,000 acres to the National Park Service


      1944—Appointed US commissioner for Big Bend National Park


      1948—Died at age 77


      1954—Posthumously awarded an honorary park ranger commission on the tenth anniversary of Big Bend National Park’s establishment


      Even today, only 1 percent of land in Texas is accessible to the public. Over many years, countless people fought to create and preserve Big Bend National Park—a uniquely beautiful place accessible to people from all walks of life. Townsend Point is named in honor of Everett Townsend’s commitment to that cause.


      Townsend Point Details


      Elevation: 7,580 feet


      Rank: 19 in Texas; 2 in Big Bend National Park (behind Emory Peak at 7,825 feet)


      County: Brewster


      Quad: Emory Peak


      Coordinates: N29 14.310' / W103 17.436'

    

  


  At 8.9 miles, a bar of sand and gravel is on the left, with plenty of good camping and firewood.


  At 9.25 miles, a good sandbar to camp at is on the left. It has two canyon views from inside the bend.


  Mile 9.8 offers the first view of Lizard Rock.


  Mile 10.4 marks the base of Lizard Rock. There’s a gravel bar on left. The river bends right and then sharply left, then right and left in a Class II with a strainer. Line this. We did not, and the GPS took a swim. Distances and locations from this point reflect that loss.


  At mile 18.2, a 30-foot, mouth-shaped stone bites out over the water. Paddle under it.


  At about 18.5 miles, the Rabbit Ears formation is on the left. Check out all the animal prints here.


  After the long straightaway with a strong headwind, the river seems to end. It’s in a left turn. Little Mouth Rock, a large rock formation, resembles a bird mouth.


  At 20.5 miles, the bar on the left is a good campground.


  At 24.6 miles, the canyon ends. The high canyon wall peaks and drops into flats and the rolling landscape in Mexico. By the next bend, the US side of the canyon has done the same. Big sky. Hot sun. A low mountain makes the horizon ahead.


  At 27.1 miles, an island is in the river. Line it to the right.


  At 27.7 miles reach another an island. Line it to the right.


  At 31 miles, a metal water tank is on the left.


  At 31.2 miles is a shallow ford. Look back and see the water tank and the brown ranch house.


  Note: There aren’t many good camping sites in this area. Some of the bars look good, but they’re too muddy.


  At 32.2 miles, the left bank offers a good sandbar. The formation on the right resembles an office building. This is about a mile upstream from Adams Ranch. Do not camp at Adams Ranch.


  At 33.3 miles, a trolley and cable runs from limestone bluffs across the river. Wind here can be your nemesis or your lover. Heath Creek is to the left.


  At 33.7 miles, reach an island. Go right.


  At 34.8 miles, reach another island. Line it to the left. On the right the cliffs have ended. On the left are 200-foot cliffs.


  At 35.3 miles, the wall drops from 200 feet to 100 feet on the left.


  At 36.7 miles, reach the Farm Road 2627 bridge. The low, cobbled bank on the left is one of two exit points. The final exit is 200 yards down, before the base of the industrial complex and to the left of an island and rapids.


  If you miss this, you have several more days of paddling to do.


  Paddle Information


  


  Organizations


  Rio Grande Institute, 3811 Bee Cave Rd. Suite 205, Austin, TX 78746; (512) 422-8200; riogrande.org. This nonprofit organization is focused on all things Rio Grande. Their mission: “The Rio Grande Institute is working to foster appreciation of the unique economic, cultural, and natural resources of the Rio Grande/Rio Bravo border and to facilitate informed action to conserve those resources and use them for the public good.”


  Contact/Outfitter


  Panther Junction Visitor Center, PO Box 129, Big Bend National Park, TX 79834; (432) 477-2251; nps.gov/bibe/index.htm. Stop in for information, books, backcountry permits, and insights on the river and Big Bend National Park.


  Desert Sports, PO Box 448, Terlingua, TX 79852; (888) 989-6900 (toll-free); desertsportstx.com—These guys are professionals. They are Big Bend and Rio Grande experts. Even if you’re a top-notch paddler, it’s worth teaming up with these guys for the Boquillas Canyon float because of what they bring in knowledge of local and natural history. They also offer boat and gear rentals and shuttles.


  Local Information


  Alpine Texas Chamber of Commerce, 106 N. 3rd St., Alpine, TX 79830; (800) 561-3712; alpinetexas.com.


  Visit Big Bend (Brewster County Tourism Council), Brewster County Courthouse, 201 W Avenue, East Alpine, TX 79830; (432) 837-3366; visitbigbend.com. Check out this site to plan your visit. There’s a lot to do in and around Big Bend National Park.


  Local Events/Attractions


  Ghost Town of Terlingua, Terlingua, TX 79852; ghosttowntexas.com. You’ll understand once you get there. Plan to stay a few days.


  Terlingua International Chili Championship, Terlingua, TX 79852; chili.org. Get a bowl of west Texas!


  
    2 Bergheim Campground to Guadalupe River State Park (Guadalupe River)


    


    In the land of 100-degree days and 60-degree waters, the Guadalupe River is a highly regarded head-dunking destination. It curls cellophane-clear and popsicle-cold around ancient cypress. It tumbles over limestone ledges. And it rests in shady pools. Paddle the 8.6-mile stretch above Guadalupe River State Park and run Class II rapids, cast for Guadalupe bass, or photograph wildlife. The park offers kid-friendly swim areas, hiking trails, and a Saturday tour of Honey Creek State Natural Area.


    


    Start: Bergheim Campground, N29 53.56' / W98 33.48'


    End: Guadalupe River State Park, N29 52.56' / W98 29.19'


    Length: 8.6 miles


    Float time: 3–5 hours, depending on flow and effort


    Difficulty: Moderate due to the need to navigate several small rapids


    Rapids: Countless Class I; two Class II/III


    River type: Dam-controlled river


    Current: Moderate to swift


    River gradient: 4.2 feet per mile


    River gauge: 45–1,000 cubic feet per second to run


    Land status: State park and private


    County: Kendall


    Nearest city/town: Boerne


    Boats used: Canoes, kayaks, tubes


    Season: Year-round


    Fees and permits: A fee is charged to access the state park. For shuttle/rental prices, call Bergheim Campground at (830) 336-2235.


    Maps: TOPO! Texas; USGS Bergheim TX; De-Lorme: Texas Atlas & Gazetteer: page 68

  


  Put-In and Takeout Information


  


  To shuttle point/takeout: From Boerne, follow TX 46 east for 10.2 miles. Turn left onto Farm Road 3351 for 4.9 miles. Look for a line of kayaks set back from the roadside. Turn right onto White Water Road and enter Bergheim Campground.


  To put-in from takeout: From Guadalupe River State Park, take State Park Road 31 and turn right onto TX 46 west for 3.0 miles. Turn right onto Farm Road 3351 for 4.9 miles. Look for a line of kayaks set back from the roadside. Turn right onto White Water Road and enter Bergheim Campground.


  Overview


  


  Guadalupe River is one of the most scenic rivers in Texas. It is also a river of a forked origin. Its north fork emerges about 4 miles from the Kerr County–Real County line. From here it flows some 20 miles toward the town of Hunt. The south fork of the Guadalupe River begins near the intersection of TX 39 and Farm Road 187, and runs some 20 miles northward. The confluence of the north and south forks of the Guadalupe River is near Hunt. The Guadalupe River continues another 230 miles to its mouth on San Antonio Bay. Along the way, it drains 6,000 square miles and runs from the high limestone bluffs of the Edwards Plateau to the low coastal plains. The path of the Guadalupe River is home to a single major reservoir (Canyon Reservoir), and a succession of smaller ones. The river offers great opportunities for paddling, fishing, wildlife viewing, photography, tubing, and other activities. The river is also home to 1,900-acre Guadalupe River State Park, in Kendall and Comal Counties.


  [image: Guadalupe Boerne, Guadalupe River State Park near takeout]


  Paddle Summary


  


  Stop at Bergheim Campground to pay your fees, arrange your shuttle, and get the scoop on the river conditions. Ask about “Rock Pile Rapid” and “Dogleg Rapid.” The put-in is just below the Farm Road 3351 bridge, on a grass-and-gravel bank that slides into a cypress-lined pool 20 yards across and 50 yards long. Park in the center of the looping drive. Walk to the creek and slide the boat into the pool. Turn left to head downstream.


  ▶ When the water is really low, it exposes the craggy limestone river bottom, which in places can drop several feet. Scope out the path ahead. If you’re not comfortable, line it.


  Ahead the river widens and slows, then narrows and hastens, beginning a pattern repeated a thousand times. For the duration, the river bottom and banks are various iterations of limestone—some smooth, others craggy, all beautiful. Armies of cypress stand along the banks; their limbs reach for one another like the Arch of Sabers at a military wedding. Deer wade. Hawks, songbirds, herons, and waterfowl are common companions. The waters are filled with game sunfish and Guadalupe bass. The hills are filled with wildlife. Every turn of the river, and half the straightaways, present a riffle or a Class I rapid. They change with the water level. They are easy to navigate and too numerous to count. The more notable, for either navigating the river or tracking float progress, are included below.


  ▶ No one knows this stretch of river like the people at Guadalupe River State Park or the Bergheim Campground. Learn as much as you can from them before you get on the river.


  At 0.4 mile, a gravel island splits the river. Bear right.


  At 1.25 miles, a creek enters on the left and runs beneath a puckered limestone lip that reaches nearly to midstream. Fern and lichen grow on the stone wall. The creek dwindles into nothing as it moves inland.


  At 1.3 miles is a 30-yard Class II/III rapid (depending on water levels). Err on the side of caution and line it. Or, scout before running it. At 45 cfs, the river abruptly drops 3 feet. It would be easy to get sideways and flood. Enter the rapid on the left, cut hard right into an eddy, then turn left hard to drop the fall.


  At 1.7 miles, a dry creek enters from the right.


  At 2.9 miles, a Class I rapid is to the left and a Class II/III rapid (depending on water levels) is to the right. Approach from the left and work through the shallows gradually. When the river is running at 45 cfs, the rapid along the right bank immediately drops 3 feet and turns a hard left across the main river current. Take the left path.


  At 3.7 miles, a dry creek enters on the right.


  At 3.9 miles, the Edge Falls Road bridge crosses the river. Immediate after the bridge is a Class I rapid and debris pile. Approach from the right bank. Once beyond the bridge, cut diagonally to the left side of the river for the best path.


  At 4.4 miles, a creek enters on the right.


  At 4.6 miles, a dry creek enters from the right.


  At 5.7 miles, a dry creek is on the left.


  At 6.4 miles, a 100-yard stretch of large boulders is in the riverbed. It is easy to navigate.


  At 7.1 miles, a culvert is on the left.


  At 7.9 miles, a log jam is on the right and a narrow pass on the left. Go left.


  At 8.1 miles, some house-size boulders are in the middle of the river. Pass on either side.


  At 8.5 miles is a rope swing. Ahead is a 50-foot limestone bluff on the left bank. Don’t pass this wall.
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  At 8.6 miles, a garbage can is on top of the grass bank on the right. This is the takeout. Climb to the hilltop to see the road where you will be picked up.


  Paddle Information


  


  Organizations


  Guadalupe Blanco River Authority, General Office, 933 E. Court St., Seguin, TX 78155; (830) 379-5822; gbra.org/conditions/data.aspx. A source for river information.


  ▶ Want to learn more about the river? Check out Wayne H. McAlister’s Paddling the Guadalupe, a river guidebook, sponsored by The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment.


  Contact/Outfitter


  Bergheim Campground, 103 White Water Rd., Boerne, TX 78006; (830) 336-2235; bergheimcampground.com. Call about river conditions.


  Local Events/Attractions


  Boerne Market Days, Main Plaza, 100 N. Main St., Boerne, TX 78006; (210) 844-8193, boernemarketdays.com. This outdoor market tradition stretches back to 1850 and can be experienced on the second weekend of every month.


  Cibolo Nature Center & Farm, 140 City Park Rd., Boerne, TX 78006; (830) 249-4616; cibolo.org. This interactive center is dedicated to promoting conservation of natural resources through education and stewardship.


  
    3 Lake Seguin Loop (Guadalupe River)


    


    This 3.8-mile trip through Guadalupe County offers an easy flat-water paddle with good fishing and bird-watching opportunities. Paddle it in January and you’ll have a chance to see the reddest cardinal in Texas. The float begins and ends in Max Starcke Park and offers access to recreational opportunities from golf to picnicking. This is one of two paddles in Seguin. They can both be done in a single day. The second paddle is the Lake Nolte Loop. It is highlighted later in the guide.


    


    Start: Max Starcke Park, N29 33.08' / W97 58.30'


    End: Max Starcke Park, N29 33.08' / W97 58.30'


    Length: 3.8 miles


    Float time: 2–4 hours


    Difficulty: Easy due to calm, largely protected water


    Rapids: None River type: Dam-controlled river


    Current: Mild


    River gradient: Not applicable


    River gauge: Not applicable


    Land status: Municipal park and private


    County: Guadalupe


    Nearest city/town: Seguin


    Boats used: Canoes, kayaks, johnboats, small, motorized craft


    Season: Year-round


    Fees and permits: None


    Maps: TOPO! Texas; USGS Seguin TX; DeLorme: Texas Atlas & Gazetteer: page 78


    Special considerations: The water is controlled by an upstream dam and can rise quickly, so before coming to paddle, see gbra.org/conditions/data.aspx or call the Guadalupe–Blanco River Authority at (830) 379-5822.

  


  Put-In and Takeout Information


  


  To put-in/takeout: No shuttle is needed. Put-in and takeout are in the same location. Pass through downtown Seguin on TX 123/South Austin Street. Look for the baseball diamond on the left. On the right is a Max Starcke Park sign. Veer right onto River Drive West. A dog park is on the right. Follow the road toward the water plant, which is clearly labeled “Welcome Max Starcke Park.” A blue-and-white Texas Paddling Trail sign is ahead. Turn right. Drive past the parks and recreation office and the Max Starcke Park Golf Course. The road ends at the river. The kayak/canoe launch is behind the blue-and-white Texas Paddling Trails information kiosk.


  Overview


  


  One of the most scenic rivers in Texas is the forked Guadalupe River. The river’s south fork begins near the intersection of TX 39 and Farm Road 187, and runs some 20 miles northward. Its north fork emerges about 4 miles from the Kerr County– Real County line and flows 20 miles toward the town of Hunt. The confluence of the north and south forks is near Hunt. The river continues 230 miles to San Antonio Bay. It drains 6,000 square miles and runs from the high limestone bluffs of the Edwards Plateau to the low coastal plains. The Guadalupe River hosts a single major reservoir (Canyon Reservoir) and a succession of smaller ones that, along with the main course of the river, offer great opportunities for fishing, paddling, wildlife viewing, photography, tubing and other activities. The river is also home to 1,900-acre Guadalupe River State Park in Kendall and Comal Counties.
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  Paddle Summary


  


  This trip gives paddlers options: Float it as a standalone; paddle it as one of a pair of trips in a day; or create a Paddle & Putt Party by floating the river and then playing around of golf at the municipal Max Starcke Park Golf Course, which shares the parking lot.


  The put-in/takeout is at the base of a set of concrete stairs that leads from near the Texas Paddling Trails signs to the river. At the center of the stairs is a flagpole, which is marked by a plaque reading “National Youth Administration 1937–1938.” Carry the boat down the somewhat steep stairs to a 6 by 40-foot concrete platform with a ladder and several metal rings. Slide the boat into the blue-green water and step into the boat.


  [image: Lake Seguin Loop (Guadalupe River)]


  The river is some 40 yards wide. It’s deep and slow, so there should be no need to get your feet wet. The swoosh of water falling just downstream will bring your attention to the hydroelectric plant and historic Saffold Dam, the origins of which date back to the 1800s. An orange buoy marks the restricted area that paddlers should avoid. The far bank is lined with docks, cypress, pecans, and other trees that separate the river from manicured lawns and riverside homes. Golf balls ping from the golf course on the right bank.


  Turn right and head upstream without concern for the negligible current.


  Within a few hundred yards, a cluster of picnic tables marks the end of the parkland on the right. Families fish from the bank and spread blankets and containers across the green slopes. Squirrels bark commentary. At the left bank, pecans hang from limbs, johnboats and rope swings rest, and mallards swim at the foot of 30-foot palms. Some felled trees lay in the water. They do not obstruct the way, but they do offer structure for fish. Cardinals, blue jays, mockingbirds, and tiny brown birds generic in look but brilliant in song work and flitter in and out of brush on the leafy banks and from bamboo stands.


  Past the park, homes emerge on the right as the banks lift high. Many johnboats, canoes, kayaks, and pedal boats may be about. When I paddled here, three squirrels played chase and barked around the base of a tree, and a fat black cat watched, seeming to contemplate his approach and criticize mine. A 17-foot aluminum boat was wrapped around a cypress tree well above the current water level—a reminder of the quiet river’s power.


  The reddest cardinal in Texas is in Seguin, and he flits in the brushy banks on the Guadalupe River. Other wildlife includes turtles, deer, great blue herons, teal, wood ducks, and other waterfowl. Fish include Guadalupe bass, catfish, largemouth bass, and sunfish. Along the trip, water vines tangle overhead like a nest of Saigon telephone wires. Stands of bamboo grow in swatches of green and yellow.


  At 1.8 miles, a dry creek enters on the left. The current picks up considerably, but not enough to prevent progress.


  At 1.9 miles, the TX 46 bridge crosses the river. The river upstream looks a bit more remote and may offer some good fishing and quiet paddling. For this trip, turn around here and head back downstream toward the put-in.


  Pass the boat that hangs from the tree. It is now on your left. Look for the picnic tables on the left to mark your reentry to parkland. The orange buoy and whoosh of the waterfall signal the put-in/takeout on the left at 3.8 miles.


  Paddle Information


  


  Organizations


  Guadalupe–Blanco River Authority, General Office, 933 E. Court St., Seguin, TX 78155; (830) 379-5822; gbra.org/conditions/data.aspx. A source for river information.


  [image: Guadalupe Lake Seguin, river near put-in]


  Seguin Outdoor Learning Center, 1865 US 90 East, Seguin, TX 78155; (830) 379-7652; seguinolc.org. “Our mission is to provide an educational experience for all ages in a natural setting.” Hunter’s education courses are also offered.


  Texas Agricultural Education and Heritage Center, 390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX 78155; (830) 379-0933; texagedu.org.


  Contact/Outfitter


  Austin Canoe & Kayak (ACK), 11604 Stonehollow Dr. #300, Austin, TX 78758; (888) 828-3828; austinkayak.com. Want to rent a boat and take it with you wherever you decide to go? ACK offers boat rentals from locations in Austin, Houston, San Marcos, San Antonio, and Spring. “Take it anywhere you like,” says one ACK representative, “Just bring it back.”


  Local Events/Attractions


  Pecan Fest Heritage Days, Tourist Information Center, 116 N. Camp St., Seguin, TX 78155; (800) 580-7322; visitseguin.com. A family event celebrating the area’s pecan history and rural heritage.


  Max Starcke Park Golf Course, 650 River Dr. West; (830) 401-2490; seguintexas.gov/parks_recreation.


  
    4 Lake Nolte Loop (Guadalupe River)


    

    This 5.3-mile trip through Guadalupe County offers an easy, flat-water paddle with good fishing and bird-watching opportunities. The float begins and ends in Riverside Park, which offers access to recreational opportunities from picnicking to basketball. This is one of two paddles in Seguin. Lake Seguin Loop, featured earlier in the guide, is the other paddle.


    Start: Riverview Park, N29 33.51' / W97 57.70'


    End: Riverview Park, N29 33.51' / W97 57.70'


    Length: 5.3 miles


    Float time: 3–4 hours


    Difficulty: Easy due to flat water, slow current, and ready access to a residential area


    Rapids: None


    River type: Dam-controlled river


    Current: Mild


    River gradient: Not applicable


    River gauge: Not applicable


    Land status: Park and private


    County: Guadalupe


    Nearest city/town: Seguin


    Boats used: Canoes, kayaks, johnboats, small motorized craft


    Season: Year-round


    Fees and permits: None


    Maps: TOPO! Texas; USGS Seguin TX; DeLorme: Texas Atlas & Gazetteer: page 78


    Contact: Riverside Park, (830) 401-2480


    Special considerations: The water is controlled by an upstream dam and can rise quickly; before coming to paddle, see gbra.org/conditions/data.aspx or call Guadalupe– Blanco River Authority at (830) 379-5822.

  


  Put-In and Takeout Information


  

  To put-in/takeout: No shuttle is needed. Put-in and takeout are in the same location. Pass through downtown Seguin on TX 123/South Austin Street. Look for the baseball diamond on the left. On the right is a Max Starcke Park sign. Veer right onto River Drive West. A dog park is on the right. Follow the road toward the water plant, which is clearly labeled “Welcome Max Starcke Park.” Turn left at the stop sign. Pass under the bridge. Near the baseball complex, turn right onto River Drive East. Pass baseball fields on left and the playground on right. Stay straight and follow the riverbank. Pass the covered basketball courts on left. The kayak and canoe launch is on the right, behind the Texas Paddling Trails sign.


  Overview


  

  The scenic Guadalupe River drains 6,000 square miles and runs from the high limestone bluffs of the Edwards Plateau to the low coastal plains. Its north fork emerges 4 miles from the Kerr County–Real County line and flows some 20 miles toward the town of Hunt. The Guadalupe River’s south fork rises near the intersection of TX 39 and Farm Road 187 and runs some 20 miles northward. The confluence is near the town of Hunt. From there, the river continues 230 miles to the San Antonio Bay.


  The path of the Guadalupe River is home to the 1,900-acre Guadalupe River State Park, Canyon Reservoir, and a succession of smaller reservoirs. The river offers great opportunities for paddling, fishing, wildlife viewing, photography, tubing, and other activities.


  Paddle Summary


  

  Lake Nolte (aka Meadow Lake) offers one of two good flat-water paddles on dammed sections of the Guadalupe River in Seguin—the self-proclaimed home of the “World’s Largest Pecan.” The home of this paddle is Riverview Park, which also offers opportunities for baseball, basketball, picnics, fishing, and other recreational activities. The put-in location is on a low area, alongside a culvert, below a blue-and-white Texas Paddling Trails sign. Park beside the sign and carry the boat some 50 feet downhill to the water. There will likely be bank anglers fishing here, so be mindful of their lines. At the bank, the opaque blue-green water is slow and shallow, but it deepens quickly. The river is about 40 yards wide. On the far side stands a pecan grove.


  [image: Guadalupe River/Lake Nolte, family fishing]


  Find a low spot on the bank and slip into the water. Turn left and head downriver. The public parkland ends some 50 yards down, at a creek on the left. The remainder of the float carries runs slowly through private land, manicured yards, pecan orchards, and under a big, blue Texas sky. Along the way cacti line the ridges, wood ducks swim the brushy banks, and fist-size waterbirds walk on the lily pads with barely a ripple. Kids fish and families paddle along in kayaks, canoes, and pedal boats. The occasional johnboat putts past. Other common companions include great blue herons, squirrels, songbirds, various ducks, oaks and cypress, turtles, sounds of wind chimes, and Willie Nelson’s music from the homes.


  The river is used much less in winter, so if you’re looking for a cool, quiet paddle, this is a good match. It’s a good summer paddle too. Because the current is slow, tubers find this stretch of river less appealing than others.


  At 0.8 mile, an octagonal house is on left bank. From here, the sounds of traffic from TX 123 bridge are audible.


  [image: Lake Nolte Loop (Guadalupe River)]


  At 2.5 miles, the TX 123 bridge crosses the river. Downstream from here appears to be a bit wilder than the upper stretch of this paddle. Just past the TX 123 bridge, River Shade RV Park is on the left. The park offers eighty-seven RV sites and is busy with campers, so expect to see people using the river there. The park also has a store on site that offers fishing supplies, bait, ice, soft drinks, and so on. Turn around at the fishing dock or boat launch and head back to the put-in. The current is slow enough that it is easy to paddle back up stream.


  At about 5.3 miles, arrive back at the takeout/put-in.


  Paddle Information


  

  Organizations


  Guadalupe–Blanco River Authority, General Office, 933 E. Court St., Seguin, TX 78155; (830) 379-5822; gbra.org/conditions/data.aspx. A source for river information.


  Seguin Outdoor Learning Center, 1865 US 90 East, Seguin, TX 78155; (830) 379-7652; seguinolc.org. “Our mission is to provide an educational experience for all ages in a natural setting.” Hunter’s education courses are also offered.


  Texas Agricultural Education and Heritage Center, 390 Cordova Rd., Seguin, TX 78155; (830) 379-0933; texagedu.org.


  Contact/Outfitter


  Austin Canoe & Kayak (ACK), 11604 Stonehollow Dr. #300, Austin, TX 78758; (888) 828-3828; austinkayak.com. Want to rent a boat and take it wherever you decide to go? ACK offers boat rentals from locations in Austin, Houston, San Marcos, San Antonio, and Spring. “Take it anywhere you like,” says one ACK representative, “Just bring it back.”


  Local Events/Attractions


  Pecan Fest Heritage Days, Tourist Information Center, 116 North Camp St., Seguin, TX 78155; (800) 580-7322; visitseguin


  About the Author


  


  Shane Townsend was raised in the family boarding house at the edge of the Pascagoula River Swamp. He has hiked the Andes, fished with machetes in the Amazon basin, and paddled dugout canoes deep within Southeast Asia’s Ring of Fire. He’s a lifelong outdoorsman and a former Peace Corps volunteer. His writing has appeared in Field & Stream, USA Today’s Hunt & Fish, Quail Forever Journal, Southwest Fly Fishing, GAFF Magazine, Native Peoples, Mississippi Magazine, Kayak Angler, Canoe & Kayak, Americas, the Matador Network, SHOT Daily, SHOT Business, National Shooting Sports Foundation Range Report, and other outlets. The Outdoor Writers Association of America and the Texas Outdoor Writers Association have each recognized his work with Excellence in Craft awards.


  Shane and his family live in Austin, where he serves as senior program adviser for The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, and as a member of the boards of directors for the Texas Outdoor Writers Association and the Coastal Conservation Association–Austin.


  Find him at BatCityOutdoors.com, BatCityOutdoors@gmail.com, linkedin.com/in/jshanetownsend, or in the Last Cast in each GAFF Magazine.
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