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This is a summary of the events in The Investiture of the Gods, Part 1, which covers the first 50 chapters of the original novel.

One day Di Zin, the last king of the Shang Dynasty, visited the temple of the snail goddess Nüwa on the occasion of her birthday. Captivated by the beauty of her statue, the king scrawled a love poem on the wall of her temple. This infuriated Nüwa, who assigned three of her demons to punish the king. 

Frustrated by his inability to possess the beautiful goddess, the king commanded each of his four grand dukes to deliver a hundred beautiful girls to his harem. One of the grand dukes, Su Hu, refused. A great battle ensued. To resolve the dispute and save his city, Su Hu agreed to give his beautiful daughter Su Daji to the king. But on the way to the capital city of Zhaoge, Daji’s soul was extinguished and replaced by one of Nüwa’s demons, a thousand-year-old fox demon. 

When the king saw Daji he instantly fell in love with her, not realizing that she had become a demon. He made Daji his chief concubine and became so infatuated with her that he completely forgot about his duties as king. His frustrated ministers tried to get the king to attend to his royal duties, but to no avail. 

As Daji’s hold over the king became stronger, she invented terrible punishments for those who displeased her. One of her new torture devices was the burning pillar. Anyone accused of disloyalty to the king was tied face-first to the pillar and burned alive while Daji and the king watched.

The queen tried to convince the king to get rid of Daji. But Daji plotted with the evil minister Fei Zhong to frame the queen, making it appear that she was trying to assassinate the king. Daji then encouraged the king to torture the queen to make her confess. The queen did not confess, but she died from the torture.

When the queen’s two teenage sons heard of this, they rose up in protest against the king. But a group of loyal ministers convinced them that it was better for them to flee from Zhaoge. The boys were pursued by soldiers and brought back. The king ordered the boys to be killed, but two immortals swooped down from heaven to rescue the boys.

As unrest spread throughout the kingdom, Fei Zhong suggested to the king that he summon all four grand dukes to Zhaoge and execute them. Two of the grand dukes were killed. But Chong Houhu, a friend of Fei Zhong, was spared. So was Ji Chang, a wise and upright man who ruled the province of West Qi.

The killing of the two grand dukes caused a revolt. Four hundred marquises began leading an army of 600,000 soldiers towards Zhaoge.

At one of the mountain passes outside Zhaoge, the wife of the commander of the pass gave birth to a magical baby boy. A Daoist master visited them, told them to name the boy Nezha, and offered to teach him. The boy had vast magical powers but was wild and undisciplined. He killed a yaksa (a nature spirit) and then killed the son of a Dragon King. Nezha also tried to kill his own father, but later reconciled with him. To stop the four Dragon Kings from killing his parents, Nezha sacrificed himself. His soul floated up to heaven.

Nezha then visited his mother in a dream, telling her to build a temple to him in the forest so that the prayers of the people could bring him back to life. His father found the temple and destroyed it. Nezha’s master knew that Nezha was needed to assist in the coming war, so he used Daoist magic to bring Nezha back to the living.

As the time of the great war grew near, the leaders of Daoism and Confucianism met on Mount Kunlun to plan their strategy. They selected Jiang Ziya, an elderly and humble Daoist disciple, to lead the revolutionary armies. Jiang Ziya married and settled in Zhaoge, living with his wealthy sworn brother and working as a fortuneteller.

One day outside his fortunetelling shop, he got into a fight with a demon disguised as a beautiful woman. He was brought before the king, where he demonstrated that the woman was, in fact, a demon. He killed the demon, not knowing that it was Jade Lute, an agent of the goddess Nüwa and a good friend of Daji’s demon. Daji became livid with anger and swore to have her revenge. 

Daji persuaded the king to create a snake pit where victims could be thrown to their deaths, and a meat forest where their flesh would be hung on tree branches. At night, while the king slept, Daji’s demon would slip out and feast on the bodies of the dead.

To get her revenge against Jiang Ziya, Daji convinced the king to order the construction of a great tower, the Deer Terrace, and to put Jiang Ziya in charge of the project. The king showed the plans to Jiang Ziya, who thought that the project was impossible. Seeing that this was a trap set by Daji, he fled Zhaoge as quickly as possible.

Prime Minister Yang Ren learned of the king’s wasteful plan to build the Deer Terrace. He protested to the king, who ordered his eyes gouged out. A Daoist immortal named Master Pure Void saw this, rescued Yang and restored his sight. Meanwhile, Jiang Ziya was welcomed in West Qi.

Ji Chang, the king of West Qi, was imprisoned by the king. His eldest son, Bo Yikao, traveled to Zhaoge to ransom his father. Daji heard his beautiful guqin playing and tried to seduce him. Failing that, she had him killed. Daji then convinced the king to make meat pies from the dead young man’s flesh and feed them to Ji Chang. Ji Chang ate the pies even though he knew what they were. This convinced the king that he was not a threat, and he allowed Ji Chang to return to West Qi.

The king changed his mind and tried to stop Ji Chang from crossing the five mountain passes and returning to West Qi, but with the help of his hundredth son, Thunderbolt, Ji Chang reached the capital unharmed. His ministers tried to convince him to rebel against the Shang king, but he steadfastly refused. Shortly afterwards, he heard of a wise man living nearby. He found the man, Jiang Ziya, and convinced him to become Prime Minister of West Qi.

Back in Zhaoge, Daji held a festival at the top of the Deer Terrace and told the king she was inviting dozens of immortals to pay homage to the king. But the guests were fox demons, friends of Daji and disguised as immortals. The king was fooled, but minister Bi Gan discovered the trickery. He told General Huang Feihu, who ordered his soldiers to follow the demons back to their underground lair. Then he burned it, killing them all. He had a fur coat made from the fox demons’ skins and presented it to the king as a gift.

This infuriated Daji, who plotted her revenge. She pretended to be very ill. Her beautiful sister, a fox demon in disguise, told the king that the only cure for Daji’s illness was a special heart, and the only person who had such a heart was Bi Gan. The king ordered Bi Gan to give up his heart for Daji. With some magical assistance he did so, but died soon afterwards.

Grand Tutor Wen returned from fighting battles in the north. He learned of the king’s depravity and gave the king an ultimatum, telling him he must made ten changes immediately, including banishing Daji. But Wen had to leave on urgent military business and the king ignored his demands.

The rebellion began when Jiang Ziya led an army of 100,000 soldiers against Zhaoge. After several battles, his army captured two of the king’s ministers, Chong Houhu and Chong Yingbao, and had them executed. Ji Chang witnessed this, and was so sickened that he died soon afterwards. After his death, his son Ji Fa took the title of Grand Duke of the West and became King Wu of West Qi.

Daji’s evil activities continued. To get her revenge on Huang Feihu, she tricked his pretty wife into coming up to the Deer Terrace, where the lustful king tried to have his way with her. She resisted him and threw herself over the railing to her death. Huang Feihu’s sister learned what happened. She confronted the king, who picked her up and threw her off the terrace, killing her.

Huang Feihu heard of the deaths of his wife and sister and rose up in rebellion against the king. Bringing the rest of his family and a large army, he attempted to cross five mountain passes and reach West Qi City. A series of desperate battles ensued. Eventually with the help of several powerful immortals, the Huangs reached West Qi City and joined up with Ji Fa’s army.

Grand Tutor Wen sent two generals, the brothers Chao Tian and Chao Lei, to West Qi to determine if King Wu intended to attack Zhaoge. Chao Lei was captured and was to be executed, but Huang Feihu asked that he be spared. Chao Lei tried to convince his brother to defect, but Chao Tian, fearing for his family’s safety, tricked Huang Feihu and took him captive. Jiang Ziya foresaw this plot and captured both of them. He sent Chao Lei back to Zhaoge to retrieve both families.

Furious, Grand Tutor Wen sent another 100,000 men to defeat West Qi. 

Jiang Ziya visited Heavenly Primogenitor on Mount Kunlun. The master gave him the "List of Creation" containing the names of those who would distinguish themselves and become gods. He also warned Jiang Ziya not to look back as he returned home. But Jiang Ziya looked back when a fellow disciple, Shen Gongbao, called his name. For this disobedience, Jiang Ziya was fated to suffer 36 invasions of West Qi. 

Returning to West Qi, Jiang Ziya met a naked man rising out of the sea, Bai Jian. He ordered Bai Jian to start construction on the Terrace of Creation on Mount Qi, where the list of creation would be posted.

After a disastrous night raid, Grand Tutor Wen sent some powerful Daoist hermits to assist the Shang army. They defeated Jiang Ziya's army. Jiang Ziya returned to Mount Kunlun to seek aid. He met Dragon Beard Tiger and convinced him to become his disciple. Back in West Qi, they battled four hermit sorcerers. Jiang Ziya was killed, the first of his seven fated deaths. 

Grand Tutor Wen sent another army to attack West Qi. Jiang Ziya, brought back from the dead, sent his army to fight them, but gave them winter clothing even though it was hot summer. He then summoned a cold wind that blew for three days, bringing ice and snow. The invading army was decimated and its leaders were captured.

Four generals named Mo used powerful magic to defeat West Qi in battle. They laid siege to the city for six months. As the city ran out of food, two young disciples arrived in West Qi with food in their pockets. The food magically filled the city's granaries. 

Huang Tianhua fought the Mo generals and was killed. His master revived him but berated him for eating meat and not wearing Daoist robes. Huang Tianhua battled the Mo Generals again, killing them all with a magic nail.

With the war going badly, Grand Tutor Wen decided he must personally lead an attack against West Qi. On the way he met a group of bandits and persuaded them to join his army. But they were defeated by Jiang Ziya’s army. Desperate, Wen sought aid from ten Daoist sorcerers on Golden Turtle Island. They created ten Death Traps. One of the traps stole Jiang Ziya's soul, but Immortal Pure Essence rescued him with Laozi’s magic map.

A meeting of immortals was held to decide how to tackle the ten traps. Burning Lamp arrived to lead the fight. They destroyed the first two traps. To destroy the third they needed the Wind-Stopping Pearl, but it was stolen by two giant ferrymen. Huang Feihu hunted them down and retrieved the pearl. Four more death traps were broken. 

Jiang Ziya was killed again in battle, but was raised from the dead by Grand Completion. One of the Shang generals, Zhao Gongming, visited his three sisters on Three Fairy Island but they refused to give him magical weapons, fearing they will be killed and sent to the Terrace of Creation. Eventually they agreed to help him. Using the weapons, Zhao Gongming fought the Zhou immortals, but after several more traps are destroyed, he was killed. 

Burning Lamps declared that King Wu must defeat the last Death Trap himself. King Wu was trapped in the Red Sand Trap for 100 days. Zhao Gongming's three sisters, seeking revenge, attacked Jiang Ziya.

In the final battle, the sisters captured twelve Zhou immortals in a trap. Heavenly Primogenitor observed that all 12 immortals became mortals, their thousand years of cultivation wasted. Laozi arrived and entered the trap with Heavenly Primogenitor.
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​Cast of Characters
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The original 16th century novel had over 450 different named characters​[3]​. To simplify things, we have avoided giving names to many of the the minor characters. Here are the important ones who are named in the book. The numbers in brackets indicate the chapter where the character first appears.


This list does not include characters whose only appearance is in the Naming of the Gods portion of Chapter 99.

Shang Royal Family


·  Di Xin – the last king of Shang [1]

·  Ji Zi – uncle of the King of Shang [6]

·  Su Daji – daughter of Su Hu, the king’s chief concubine, possessed by a fox demon [1]

·  Yin Hong – younger son of the king and Queen Jiang [1]

·  Yin Jiao – Crown Prince, elder son of the king and Queen Jiang [1]


Shang Ministers


·  Bi Gan – Vice Prime Minister, uncle of the King [2]

·  Su Hu – Marquis of Jizhou, father of Daji [2]

·  Su Quanzhong – son of Su Hu [2]


Shang Military


·  Bian Ji – son of a Shang general [84]

·  Chen Qi – a sorcerer and supply officer at Green Dragon Pass [73]

·  Deng Chanyu – daughter of Deng Jiugong, married Earth Traveler Sun [41]

·  Deng Jiugong – commander of Sanshang Pass [18]

·  Dou Rong – general opposing Jiang Wenhuan at Youhun Pass [14]

·  Gao Jineng – general with a bag full of centipedes and bees [69]

·  Gao Lanying – wife of Zhang Kui [86]

·  Guo Chen – general under Lu Renjie at Zhaoge [94]

·  Han Rong – commander of Sishui Pass [19]

·  Han Sheng – elder son of Han Rong [19]

·  Hong Jin – commander of Sanshang Pass and a powerful sorcerer [62]

·  Huang Feihu – general of Zhaoge [1]

·  Huang Tianhua – disciple of Master Pure Void Virtue, son of Huang Feihu [31]

·  Kong Xuan – powerful magician, commander of Sanshan Pass [53]

·  Long Anji – general at Chuanyun Pass [59]

·  Lu Ya – hermit from Mount West Kunlun [48]

·  Ma Shan – bandit who joined the Shang [63]

·  Madame Dou – wife of Dou Rong [93]

·  Ouyang Chun – commander of Lintong Pass [84]

·  Peng Zun – general and magician at Jiepai Pass [78]

·  Qiu Yin – commander of Green Dragon Pass [36]

·  Tai Luan – general with a face like a crab [53]

·  Wen Zhong – titled Grand Tutor Wen, head of civil affairs for the King of Shang [1]

·  Winged Celestial – immortal from Penglai Island [62]

·  Xu Fang – commander of Chuanyun Pass, younger brother of Xu Gai [79]

·  Xu Gai – commander of Jiepai Pass [78]

·  Yu Da – eldest son of Yu Hualong [81]

·  Yu De – youngest son of Yu Hualong [81]

·  Yu Guang – third son of Yu Hualong [81]

·  Yu Hua – the seven-headed general [33]

·  Yu Hualong – commander of Tongguan Pass [81]

·  Yu Xian – fourth son of Yu Hualong [81]

·  Yu Zhao – second son of Yu Hualong [81]

·  Zhang Kui - Commander in Mianchi County [31]

·  Zhang Shan – the commander of Sanshang Pass [62]


Shang-aligned Gods, Immortals and Demons 


·  Black Cloud – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [72]

·  Celestial Lotus – powerful magician from Golden Turtle Island [43]

·  Chang Hao – snake demon from Mount Plum [87]

·  Chen Geng – friend of Lu Yue, leader of 3,000 soldiers [69]

·  Cloud Firmament – sister of Zhao Gongming, from Three Immortals Island [47]

·  Dai Li - dog demon under Yuan Hong [92]

·  Ding Ce – general under Lu Renjie at Zhaoge [94]

·  Dragon Head – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [72]

·  Fa Jie – Daoist monk, master of Peng Zun [76]

·  Grand Master of Heaven – leader of Jie Daoism [72]

·  Green Firmament – sister of Zhao Gongming, from Three Immortals Island [47]

·  Jade Firmament – sister of Zhao Gongming, from Three Immortals Island [47]

·  Lady Pretty Cloud – magician, a friend of Shen Gongbao [49]

·  Li Ping – friend of Lu Yue [80]

·  Long Ears – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [77]

·  Lu Renjie – general under Yuan Hong at Mengjin [87]

·  Lu Yue – immortal from Nine Dragon Island [57]

·  Luo Xuan – Burning Flame Immortal, the master of fire [64]

·  Ma Sui – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [82]

·  Ma Yuan – immortal from Skeleton Mountain [60]

·  Many Treasures – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [73]

·  Mother Fiery Spirit – Daoist, master of Hu Lei [71]

·  Mother Golden Light – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [43]

·  Mother Golden Spirit – Daoist, master of Yu Yuan [72]

·  Shen Gongbao – disciple of Heavenly Primogenitor [37]

·  Spiritual Teeth – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [77]

·  Spiritual Tortoise – disciple of Grand Master of Heaven [72]

·  Wu Long – centipede demon from Mount Plum [87]

·  Wu Wenhua – giant under Yuan Hong at Mengjin [91]

·  Yang Xian – goat demon under Yuan Hong  [92]

·  Yu Yuan – immortal from Penglai Island [75]

·  Yuan Hong – white ape demon from Mount Plum [87]

·  Zhang – trap-building immortal [44]

·  Zheng Lun – black-faced magician [3]

·  Zhu Zizhen – pig demon under Yuan Hong [92]

·  The 28 Constellations: Wood Insect, Wood Dragon, Wood Wolf, Wood Elk, Fire Tiger, Fire Pig, Fire Snake, Fire Monkey, Golden Ox, Golden Goat, Golden Dog, Golden Dragon, Water Leopard, Water Ape, Water Worm, Water Beaver, Earth Bat, Earth Pheasant, Earth Buck, Earth Jackal, Sun Horse, Sun Rooster, Sun Rat, Sun Rabbit, Moon Crow, Moon Swallow, Moon Fox, and Moon Deer [83]


Shang Others


·  Hu Ximei – nine-headed female pheasant sprite, concubine to Shang king and friend of Daji [1]

·  Huang – one of the Shang king’s concubines, deceased [1]

·  Wang – one of the Shang king’s concubines [1]

·  Yang – one of the Shang king’s concubines, deceased [1]


Zhou Ministers


·  Jiang Wenhua – son of East Grand Duke [7]

·  Jiang Ziya – Prime Minister of West Qi, leader of the Zhou army [11]

·  King Wen – former king of West Qi, previously known as Ji Chang, the West Grand Duke [1]

·  King Wu – king of West Qi, son of Ji Chang, previously known as Ji Fa [10]

·  San Yisheng – San Yisheng, Supreme Minister of West Qi [3]

·  Yang Ren – former Supreme Minister, disciple of Master Pure Void Virtue [7]


Zhou Military


·  Bai Jian – deceased general under Xuanyuan, brought back to life by Jiang Ziya, builder of the Terrace of Creation [37]

·  Chong Heihu – the Black Tiger, Marquis of Caozhou [3]

·  Deng Jiugong – former commander of Sanshang Pass [18]

·  Deng Kun – Shang general at Lintong Pass, joined Zhou Army [85]

·  Hong Jin – commander of Sanshang Pass, a powerful sorcerer [66]

·  Hu Lei – general guarding Green Dragon Pass [71]

·  Huang Feihu – general of Zhaoge [1]

·  Huang Tianhua – disciple of Master Pure Void Virtue, son of Huang Feihu [31]

·  Huang Tianjue – youngest son of Huang Feihu [30]

·  Huang Tianlu – eldest son of Huang Feihu [30]

·  Huang Tianxiang – fourth son of Huang Feihu [30]

·  Li Jing – former commander at Chentang Pass, father of Nezha, Muzha and Jinzha [12]

·  Nangong Kuo – general of West Qi, West Grand Duke's minister of external affairs [10]

·  Rui Ji – Shang general at Lintong Pass, joined Zhou [85]

·  Su Hu – Marquis of Jizhou, father of Daji [2]

·  Su Quanzhong – son of Su Hu [2]

·  Tai Luan – general with a face like a crab [53]

·  Wei Ben – general on a black horse, fought Nangong Kuo [68]


Zhou-aligned Gods, Immortals and Demons


·  Burning Lamp – leader of all the immortals, disciple of the Buddha [14]

·  Dragon Beard Tiger – immortal, disciple of Jiang Ziya [38]

·  Earth Traveler Sun – dwarf, disciple of Krakucchanda, married to Deng Chanyu  [52]

·  Fairy Primordial – master of Nezha [11]

·  Heavenly Master of Divine Virtue – master of Wei Hu [40]

·  Heavenly Master of Outstanding Culture – master of Jinzha [12]

·  Heavenly Primogenitor – grand master of Chan Daoism, master of Jiang Ziya and Shen Gongbao [15]

·  Immortal of the South Pole – Daoist immortal [15]

·  Jade Tripod – master of Yang Jian [40]

·  Jinzha – disciple of Heavenly Master of Bright Colors, brother of Nezha [12]

·  Krakucchanda – immortal [44]

·  Laozi – Grand Master of Heaven, founder of Daoism [44]

·  Long Ji – princess, daughter of Haotian and Golden Mother of Jade Pond [55]

·  Master Grand Completion – immortal [9]

·  Master of Clouds – immortal, raises Thunderbolt [5]

·  Master Pure Essence – immortal, disciple of Heavenly Primogenitor [9]

·  Merciful Navigation – immortal [44]

·  Muzha – brother of Nezha [12]

·  Nezha – immortal, disciple of Fairy Primordial [12]

·  Pure Void Virtue – lives on Green Peak Mountain, master of Yang Ren and Huang Tianhua [18]

·  Thunderbolt – disciple of Master of Clouds and 100th son of Ji Chang [10]

·  Universal Virtue  – Daoist, master of Muzha [12]

·  Wei Hu – disciple of Heavenly Master of Divine Virtue [59]

·  Wu Ji – woodcutter, saved by Jiang Ziya, later a general under Prince Wen [23]

·  Yang Jian – aimmortal, disciple of Jade Tripod [40]

·  Yellow Dragon Immortal – aids Jiang Ziya [44]

·  Zheng Lun – leader of the Black Crow army [3]

·  Zhunti – bodhisattva [65]


Ancients and Non-Aligned Immortals


·  Daoist of Extreme Purity – one of the Three Pure Ones [77]

·  Daoist of Jade Purity – one of the Three Pure Ones [77]

·  Daoist of Upper Purity – one of the Three Pure Ones [77]

·  Emperor Earth – master visited by Yang Jian [58]

·  Emperor Heaven – master visited by Yang Jian [58]

·  Emperor Humanity – master visited by Yang Jian [58]

·  Fuxi – mythical king, born around 2600 B.C. [81]

·  Golden Mother of Jade Pond – mother of Princess Long Ji [55]

·  Heavenly Matchmaker – the god of marriage and love [67]

·  Hong Jun – master of Grand Master of Heaven [84]

·  King Cheng – son of King Wu [100]

·  Nüwa – the Snail Goddess [1]

·  Shen Nong – mythical king, reigned after Fuxi, cured smallpox [1]
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​Chapter 51
The Defeat of Grand Tutor Wen
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The prime minister led his army into battle

But now his fate will not bring him praise

The storm comes like a wave and the enemy flees

Dragons and tigers fall like flowers to the ground

The Yellow River army conquered the enemy

But still, we weep for the people

Don’t stay too long in the land of the dragons

Let’s go together to the Terrace of Creation

Inside the Yellow River trap, Laozi looked around. He saw many of his disciples. Some were lying asleep on the ground. Others walked around like drunks. A few were dead. “Ah,” he said to himself, “a thousand years of study, all gone.” 

Jade Firmament saw him walking around. Quickly she threw the Golden Dragon Scissors into the air. Laozi saw the scissors go up into the air and start to come down. He held out one of his sleeves. The scissors fell into the sleeve and disappeared. 

Next, Green Firmament threw the Universe Muddling Dipper into the air. But Laozi told his genie to grab the dipper and take it back to his home in heaven. 

“Stop stealing our weapons!” cried the three sisters. They attacked Laozi and Heavenly Primogenitor with their swords. But the two Daoist masters did not want to lower themselves to fighting like that. Laozi told his genie to capture High Firmament and trap her beneath a mountain. Heavenly Primogenitor told his disciple to throw his staff in the air; it came down and smashed Jade Firmament’s head. Then Heavenly Primogenitor opened up a small box. Green Firmament fell into the box and was turned into a pool of blood. In less than a minute, all three sisters were dead. Their souls flew to the Terrace of Creation. 

Laozi pointed his finger to the ground. A loud clap of thunder came, and immediately all the disciples were free from the evil magic. They all kowtowed to Laozi and Heavenly Primogenitor. 

Heavenly Primogenitor said to them, “It’s too bad that you have lost the wisdom you got from a thousand years of study. But this was your fate, and fate is difficult to avoid. Now you must help Jiang Ziya in the coming battles. Use all the weapons that we took from the three sisters. Now we must leave you and return home.” Laozi and Heavenly Primogenitor flew away. 

Pretty Cloud and Celestial Lotus were still alive. They returned to Grand Tutor Wen to tell him about the death of the three sisters. 

There was still one trap left, the Red Sand Trap. The next day, the Immortal of the South Pole went out of the Zhao camp. He shouted, “I am here to smash the Red Sand Trap!” 

The last of the trap-building immortals, a man named Zhang, came out. He said, “Brother, you are a good man, but you are not powerful enough to break this trap. You will die if you enter it!” 

Zhang turned and ran into the Red Sand Trap. The Immortal of the South Pole followed him. Inside the trap, Zhang picked up some red sand and threw it. But the Immortal of the South Pole just waved his fan, blowing away the sand. He shouted, “Zhang, you will not be able to escape today!” Then he swung his sword, cutting off Zhang’s head. Zhang’s soul flew to the Terrace of Creation. 

The trap had no more power. The Immortal of the South Pole looked around inside the trap. He saw Nezha, Thunderbolt and King Wu. He released a bolt of thunder. Nezha and Thunderbolt jumped up. But King Wu​[4]​ lay on the ground. He was dead. 

Jiang Ziya cried when he heard of King Wu’s death. But the Immortal of the South Pole told him, “Don’t worry, it was his fate to suffer for a hundred days. Now I will bring him back to life.” He took some elixir out of his robe, put it in water, then poured it into King Wu’s mouth. 

Two hours later, King Wu opened his eyes. He said to Jiang Ziya and the others, “How happy we are to see you all again!” 

Now all the immortals were gathered together. Burning Lamp said to them, “We have broken all ten of the traps. Our work is almost done. Grand Completion, you must stop Grand Tutor Wen from entering the Good Dream pass. Pure Essence, you must stop him from entering the other five passes. Merciful Navigation, you stay here. The rest of you can go.” 

When the immortals had gone, Jiang Ziya gathered his generals together. He told them that a big battle was coming the next day. The generals left to prepare their soldiers. 

Back at the Shang camp, Grand Tutor Wen was talking with Pretty Cloud and Celestial Lotus. He knew the battle was coming soon. He was waiting for more soldiers to arrive from Zhaoge. Just then, he heard the thunder of cannons and the shouting of many men. A messenger ran in, telling him that Jiang Ziya was outside, wanting to talk with him. He mounted his black unicorn and rode out to meet him. 

Jiang Ziya said, “Grand Tutor Wen! You have been here for three years but you still have not won. Do you have any more traps for us?” Then he told his soldiers to bring out the immortal who had made the Earth’s Fury Trap and had been taken prisoner. When the man was brought out, Jiang Ziya took out a sword and chopped off his head. 

This was too much for Grand Tutor Wen. He shouted and rushed forward, trying to kill Jiang Ziya. Huang Tianhua blocked him. The two immortal women, Celestial Lotus and Pretty Cloud, both rushed forward, but they were blocked by Yang Jian and Nezha. All the other immortals, generals and soldiers rushed forward and a huge battle began. The two sides fought like lions and tigers. 

Several of the immortals began to use magic. Celestial Lotus sent an evil black wind, but Merciful Navigation stopped the wind with a magic pearl. Jiang Ziya threw his magic staff in the air. It came down on Celestial Lotus’s head, killing her. Pretty Cloud heard the sound. She turned to look and was stabbed to death by Nezha. The two souls flew to the Terrace of Creation. 

Grand Tutor Wen saw the death of the two female immortals. He lost heart, turned and ran back to the Shang camp. His generals and soldiers followed close behind. 

Jiang Ziya prepared his army to continue the attack that night. He told Huang Tianhua, Nezha and Thunderbolt to attack from three different directions. He told Yang Jian to burn all the grain in the Shang camp. He told Huang Feihu to attack on the left with five thousand soldiers, and Nangong Kuo to attack on the right with five thousand soldiers. Then he told several generals that they should bring three thousand soldiers right up to the front gate of the Shang camp and shout, “If you continue to support the tyrant, you will die. If you want to live, join us.” 

Grand Tutor Wen saw with his third eye that a big attack was coming. He told his generals to guard the right, left and rear of the camp. He went to the front gate to guard it himself. 

When night came, Jiang Ziya told his army to move quietly to their places. Then, with a thunder of cannons, they all attacked the Shang camp at once. There was fighting everywhere. Immortals, generals and soldiers all fought for their lives. At the front gate, Grand Tutor Wen tried to keep the Zhou soldiers back. Jiang Ziya saw him and threw his magic staff up into the air. Grand Tutor Wen could not move away fast enough, and the staff struck him on the left shoulder, hurting him badly. 

The Shang soldiers could not hold back the Zhou army. The Zhou rushed forward and encircled the Shang camp. The grain stores burned, sending clouds of black smoke into the air. 

The Zhou soldiers shouted, “Why would you give up your lives for the tyrant? Join us and live in happiness!” Half of the Shang soldiers threw down their weapons and crossed over to the Zhou side. Most of the rest turned and left the camp to return to their homes. Grand Tutor Wen’s army, which once was 300,000 men, was now only one tenth of that size. 

“Where should we go now?” one of the generals asked Grand Tutor Wen. 

Grand Tutor Wen looked around. He saw a road leading away from the camp. “Where does this road lead to?” he asked. 

“Good Dream Pass.” 

“Then that is where we will go.” 

Grand Tutor Wen and his army moved slowly down the road towards Good Dream Pass. After a while they came to a small mountain. On the mountain was a yellow flag. Under the flag stood a Daoist. It was Master Grand Completion. 

“Master Grand Completion, what are you doing here?” asked Grand Tutor Wen. 

“I am waiting for you. Don’t you know that you are acting against the will of heaven? You have helped the tyrant and hurt many good people. I cannot let you enter Good Dream Pass. Please turn around and go away.” 

“How dare you speak to me like this!” shouted Grand Tutor Wen. He rushed forward on his unicorn, attacking Grand Completion. They fought for a while, sword against sword. Then Grand Completion threw something into the air. Grand Tutor Wen knew that it was a magic seal​[5]​, and he could not fight against it. He turned his unicorn around and fled to the west. 

“Why did you turn around?” asked one of his generals. 

“We cannot fight against that seal. Let’s try to go through the five passes and return to Zhaoge.” 

They traveled for several days, until they saw the first of the five passes. But just before the pass they saw another yellow flag. Under that flag stood Master Pure Essence. 

“Grand Tutor Wen,” said Master Pure Essence, “you must not go through these passes. I have been ordered by Burning Lamp to stop you. Please turn around and go back.” 

Grand Tutor Wen was so angry that black smoke came out of his nose and fire came from his mouth and ears. He shouted, “Pure Essence! You and I are both Daoists, how can you say this to me? I will not turn around!” 

He rode his unicorn forward and attacked Pure Essence. But Pure Essence took out his magic mirror, ready to use it against his enemy. 
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​Chapter 52
The Death of Grand Tutor Wen
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False news of victory comes often to the capital

The tyrant king only lusts with his women

No one speaks wise words in court anymore

In the mountains, autumn leaves fall like tears

Listen to the monkeys crying in the moonlight

The war is over for him, but his worried soul stays behind

Even with a loyal heart, he remains in the past

Like Duyu, who thinks of home and cries in the east wind​[6]​

Grand Tutor Wen knew that if the magic mirror shone red, it would cause his death, so he quickly rode his black unicorn away. He decided to take his army towards Green Dragon Pass. But after a half day of walking, they came to another army. They heard the thunder of cannons and saw red flags waving in the air. Then Nezha rode up on his Wind Fire Wheels. 

“Grand Tutor Wen,” he shouted, “you cannot return home this way. Here is where you will meet your death!” 

Grand Tutor Wen and four of his generals surrounded Nezha and attacked him. Nezha killed two of them. The others retreated along with their soldiers, but Nezha blocked their retreat, shouting, “Put down your weapons and save yourselves.” 

“We will follow your king!” shouted most of the soldiers, and put down their weapons. Nezha returned to West Qi with his own army and twenty thousand Shang soldiers. 

Grand Tutor Wen sat in his tent, thinking about his defeat. “I have never been defeated like this,” he said. 

“Don’t worry,” said one of his generals. “Victory and defeat are both common in the life of a soldier. Let’s return to Zhaoge and plan our next attack.” 

But the next day, things got worse. As they walked down the road, another army stood in front of them. In front of the army was Huang Tianhua. He called out, “By order of Prime Minister Jiang Ziya, I am here to stop you. You have lost many men. There is nothing you can do. Please just surrender.” 

Grand Tutor Wen became angry when he heard this. With two of his generals beside him, he attacked Huang Tianhua. In the fight, both of the generals were killed. Grand Tutor Wen retreated with his army. He saw that the Zhou army did not chase them, so they marched slowly until they found a place to rest at the base of a mountain. They had dinner and lay down to rest for the night. 

But in the middle of the night, they were awakened by the thunder of cannons. Looking up, Wen saw King Wu and Jiang Ziya sitting on top of the mountain, drinking and laughing. Grand Tutor Wen mounted his unicorn and rushed up the mountain to fight them. But when he got there, there was a crash of thunder, and the two men disappeared. He looked around, but even with his third eye he could not see anyone. 

Then he heard another sound of cannons. Looking down, he saw a great army surrounding the mountain. He rushed down to fight them, but again they disappeared. A third time he heard cannons, and again he looked up and saw King Wu and Jiang Ziya on top of the mountain, laughing at him. 

He rushed up the mountain again to fight them. This time, Thunderbolt flew at him and swung his huge cudgel. Wen moved out of the way, but the cudgel hit his unicorn and cut the animal in two. Then Thunderbolt flew away, leaving Grand Tutor Wen alone with the dead unicorn. 

He turned his face up to the sky and said, “Heaven has turned its back on the Shang Dynasty. I have been loyal but I cannot change things.” Then he gathered the few soldiers who still were with him, and began to walk towards Zhaoge. They had no food, and all of them were tired and hungry. 

Soon they came upon a small village. Grand Tutor Wen asked his soldiers to go and beg for food. One of the villagers invited Grand Tutor Wen to come into his house. He brought food and tea for the general. After Grand Tutor Wen had eaten, the man invited the other soldiers to come in and have something to eat. Grand Tutor Wen asked the man his name, and told him that he would tell the king of the man’s kindness. 

Feeling a bit better, Grand Tutor Wen and his men left the village. They started walking towards Zhaoge but soon lost their way. They heard the sound of wood being cut nearby. Seeing a woodcutter, Grand Tutor Wen asked him how to get to Zhaoge. The woodcutter replied, “Go southwest about fifteen li. There you will find the road to Zhaoge.” 

They did not know that the woodcutter was really Yang Jian, who had changed his appearance so that Grand Tutor Wen and his soldiers would go the wrong way. 

They walked for more than twenty li. They found themselves in a dangerous place. All around them were high mountains, steep cliffs, and fast flowing rivers. They thought they saw evil spirits in the grasses and wild animals looking at them from caves. 

Grand Tutor Wen heard a sound. He looked up and saw a Daoist standing nearby. He recognized Master of the Clouds, and asked him, “Brother, what are you doing here?” 

“I am here by order of Burning Lamp,” the immortal replied. “This is Dragon Extinction Mountain. You will die here.” 

Grand Tutor Wen remembered that many years earlier, his teacher had told him, “If you ever see the word ‘extinction,’ disaster will follow.” He was worried, but he put on a brave face. He replied, “Do you think I am a baby? You and I both know how to travel by using the five elements. What can you do to me?” 

Without replying, Master of the Clouds sent a bolt of lightning from his hand into the ground. Eight pillars of fire came up from the ground, encircling Grand Tutor Wen. Each pillar was ten feet across and thirty feet high. 

Grand Tutor Wen smiled and said, “Do you think this childish magic will stop me?” He made a magic sign with his hand, to protect him from the fire. 

Master of the Clouds sent another bolt of lightning from his hand. Forty-nine fire dragons jumped out of each fire pillar. But Grand Tutor Wen said, “Your magic is quite ordinary. I will go now.” 

He jumped straight up in the air. But when he got to the top of the pillars, he smashed into a huge purple-gold bowl that was upside-down on the top of the pillars. His hat fell off his head and he fell to the ground. Master of the Clouds sent more lightning from his hand, making the fire hotter and hotter. Soon Grand Tutor Wen was nothing but ashes on the ground. 

Even so, he was not quite dead yet. His soul flew to the king’s palace in Zhaoge. The king was drinking with Daji. Suddenly the king became very sleepy. He fell asleep at the table. In his dream, he saw Grand Tutor Wen standing before him. 

Grand Tutor Wen said, “Your Majesty, by your order I went to West Qi with a great army. But I was defeated and lost my life. Please, be kind to the people, listen to your loyal ministers, and stay away from wine and evil women. Obey the will of heaven. Now I must go, because if I stay longer, it will be difficult for me to reach the Terrace of Creation.” Then his soul flew to the Terrace of Creation. His soul was welcomed by Bai Jian, the man who had been ordered by Jiang Ziya to build the terrace. 

The king woke up, remembered his dream, and told it to Daji. But Daji just said, “Your Majesty, dreams come from the mind. You are just worried about the battles in West Qi. I’m sure Grand Tutor Wen is doing fine and has not lost any battles.” 

The king replied, “You are right, my queen!” And he put the dream out of his mind. 

This was the end of the great battle of West Qi. But the war was not over. Shen Gongbao heard about the death of Grand Tutor Wen. He decided to search for immortals and magicians who could help defeat West Qi. 

One day he saw a young man playing on the side of a mountain. The young man was small, perhaps four feet tall, and his face was the color of earth. Shen Gongbao said to the young man, “Who are you and where do you come from?” 

The young man replied, “I am Earth Traveler Sun.” 

“How long have you studied the Way?” 

“About a hundred years.” 

Shen Gongbao smiled down at him and said, “You cannot become an immortal, but you might become rich and powerful in the human world.” 

“How can I do that?” 

“Leave this mountain and go to Sanshang Pass. I will give you a letter. Take it and give it to the commander of the pass. He will give you a job there.” 

“Thank you!” said the young man. 

“Tell me, do you know any magic?” 

“I can travel a thousand li a day under ground.” 

“Show me!” 

Earth Traveler Sun twisted his body and disappeared into the ground. Then he came up from the ground a short distance away. 

“Wonderful!” said Shen Gongbao. “Go and steal some magic ropes and five jars of elixir from your master. Then go to Sanshang Pass.” Earth Traveler Sun did as he was ordered.
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​Chapter 53
Deng Jiugong Attacks West Qi
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The Wei River flows day and night

When will the war in West Qi come to an end?

Tigers and leopards have left their caves

And the pixiu​[7]​ lives at the top of the enemy’s tower

Good people cry over the bones of the dead

While minions write foolish poems about wine

Who knows the will of heaven?

The weapons of war are used again and again

Grand Tutor Wen’s army was now only a few hundred men. They fled to Sishui Pass. When they arrived at the pass, they told the commander that their leader had died. The commander sent a messenger to Zhaoge to tell the king. 

When the king heard the news, he said to his ministers, “How strange! Just a few days ago I had a dream. In my dream, Grand Tutor Wen told me that he had died on Dragon Extinction Peak! And now I hear that he is dead. What should I do now?” 

One of the ministers said, “Your Majesty, the commander of Sanshan Pass is a man named Deng Jiugong. He is a great warrior. If you want to defeat West Qi, he is the only one who can do it.” The king agreed. He ordered that the white scepter and yellow axe be given to Deng Jiugong​[8]​. 

A messenger brought the scepter and axe to Deng Jiugong. Deng Jiugong named a new commander for the pass, then he met with his generals to plan the attack on West Qi. His daughter, Deng Chanyu, was a very skilled fighter. She sat in the meeting with the generals. 

The next day, a very small young man came to the main gate of the pass. It was Earth Traveler Sun. He asked to see Deng Jiugong. When he was brought in to see Deng Jiugong, the young man gave him Shen Gongbao’s letter. 

Deng Jiugong did not know what to do with this young man. He did not look like a fighter or a leader. He thought about it, then said, “Earth Traveler Sun, I see that Shen Gongbao wants me to give you a job. All right. You will be the supervisor of the food supplies for our army.” 

Soon after, the army set off towards West Qi. It took them about a month to reach the enemy city. When they arrived, they set up camp just outside the main gate of the city. 

Jiang Ziya saw the army setting up camp. A messenger told him that Deng Jiugong was leading that army. 

“What do you know about this Deng Jiugong?” he asked his generals. 

Huang Feihu replied, “He is a very skilled general.” 

Jiang Ziya smiled and said, “It is easier to beat a great general than a great magician.” 

Nangong Kuo said, “I will go and meet them.” He rode out to meet the Shang army. A general was waiting for him. He had a long yellow beard and had a face like a crab. 

“Who are you?” shouted Nangong Kuo. 

“I am General Tai Luan. Now get down from your horse and surrender. If you don’t, things will go very badly for you.” 

Nangong Kuo just laughed and said, “Tai Luan, don’t you know what happened to Grand Tutor Wen, and the four Mo brothers, and all the other Shang generals? Some lost their heads, and others were turned to ash and dust. You are like little insects that fly around but have no strength. Go home while you still can.” 

This made Tai Luan very angry. He rushed forward on his brown horse, slashing at Nangong Kuo with his sword. Nangong Kuo fought back. They battled for several rounds. Tai Luan was very strong. He slashed at Nangong Kuo, cutting off the armor from his shoulder. Nangong Kuo was frightened, so he turned and rode back to the city. 

“Don’t worry,” Jiang Ziya told him. “Victory and defeat are common in war. A general must know how to read the situation, so he can decide what to do next.” 

The next day, Deng Jiugong brought his entire army out of the camp. They stood in five square formations, facing West Qi City. He shouted for Jiang Ziya to come out. 

Jiang Ziya was ready. His cannons fired three times. The left side of the army came out behind two green flags and a general wearing green armor. The cannons fired again, and the right side of the army came out behind two white
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