
  
  Praise For The Works of Stephen Alexander North


“…Stephen Alexander North, your voice is a celestial message! You possess the ability to create a great change through your magical verses!”—Ankhinur Alam, Writing EDEN poet. 


“It’s not just poetry, but a supreme echo through a vast valley.”—Nardine Sanderson, author of Beneath a stone unturned… and more.


“A dragon paints the world with words once more.”—Ophelia Kee, author of the Draoithe Saga.

“Poetry can be heavy or light, but what determines its power is how a poet’s words make you feel. Stephen’s musings fuse insight, joy, fear, disappointment, and hope onto a parchment of emotion. He offers the reader a look into his soul as his words seize moments in his life. I have known Stephen for 40 years, and I can say with certainty that the poetry he writes is not merely a construct of prose, but a man sharing the world as he sees it, with all of its beauty and its pain. He and his poetry are as I have always known him: real, authentic, and heartfelt.”—Craig Campbell, author of Fit For Golf.

“Steve, you write from your heart. I can relate on so many of your poems.”—Jan Bouchard.

“As far as Stephen Alexander North is concerned, all his poetry is from real heartfelt feelings. It starts in the marrow of his bones and passes through his heart and soul and comes out on the written page as a complete poem. A naturalist and a realist with an imagination you could never imagine!”—Tom Eck.

“Stephen Alexander North is a poet who connects with the reader using words and emotions that entice and pull the reader into a place that Stephen creates. A respected poet in the community and a Guardian of the Quill member. In addition to possessing all the requisite skills to be a poet, Stephen also serves as an inspiration to other poets by being an ambassador. Much respect to my distinguished brother, I look forward to his latest book.”—Robert Bradley, Jr., LCSW, LSATP, Family Therapist and Multi-Published Author.

“You capture hardship and its beauty. Your poetry is straightforward with an intensity that makes it memorable.”—Gigi Espinola.


“Always delightful, indelible images of the familiar through North’s eyes never fail to inspire and entertain as he delivers punchy riffs on life with a confident sense of sincerity.”—Sunni Ellis, author of One Hell of a Night in Mexico.
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  “This one with a thank you to my family, friends, fans and co-workers. To you and yours!”

-Steve, on August 30th, 2025  










  
  From The Back Cover


This Tumble Of Thoughts


Bloated with words

A monstrosity of withheld expression

Dusty wine bottles full of regret

An itching of the skin

Writhing

Exposed raw nerves

Like downed power lines

Deadly live wires

Anxiety like a nest full of snakes

Oily bullets with engraved names

Waiting to be loaded

Into magazines full of sadness

Hopeless dead ends

Why this tumble of thoughts

Where am I going?
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If you enjoy apocalyptic horror, thrillers, and science fiction tales, you will love Stephen Alexander North’s prose fiction. Join his  Beyond Apocalypse Newsletter to get the latest news, updates on book releases, free stuff, and more. 
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  In the bones


I think about what mattered

To you, to me

How important what my thoughts were

How much I felt

How I was robbed, wronged

What I gave up and lost

Along the way to here and now

When all it is, now or then

Is the moment you’re in

There’s no maybe

Just whatever we say and do

And how we feel

And the end seems so close

Too many loved ones gone

Or passed from this life

The world was less empty

When they were here

When it felt like we had forever

Being old was far off

There was still time for dreams

And we’d shrug away the rough times

To the sound of a cheery song

A jaunty tune

Romantic words

And the naivety of inexperience and youth

Landmarks left to memories

And felt in the bones

(completed Wednesday night, June the eleventh 2025)








  
  Mostly Cloudy


Are you a gust

Or a gentle breeze

Do you see obliquely

Or with great depth

There are people who define themselves

And others, by what they do

Whatever they are consumes their life

Eclipses all else

I’m a plumber

A teacher

A writer

An influencer 

A Republican, a Democrat 

A cashier

A cop

And that’s all they are

(that matters)

And in their eyes

You are just one thing too

With varying agendas

Without the label

They are lost

All their self worth wrapped up

In a title

I am more than my job

I’m not a cypher

I’m an individual 

Being mysterious isn’t the key to popularity 

Just because someone says so

Be original 

Be uniquely you

I’m obscure but approachable 

Writers are at times artful liars

But not actors

Be you, despite what you do

(completed on the twenty-second day of June 2025)








  
  Collateral Hurt


Interesting to ponder 

What I could do versus

What I can or can’t do now

I’d say it’s a trick of the mind

And perhaps that is so

But, my body says no

No, it’s not

There’re plenty of things, Steve

That are beyond you now

Maybe, I like to think

I’ve just left them behind

Moved on

While there are others

That still wind me up

That move me to anger

And that doesn’t help me

I stop thinking when I’m angry

And I don’t realize that it spills over

It can hurt others

Hateful words serve no good purpose 

Like bombs

Often miss their target

Or cause collateral hurt

(completed early Sunday morning on the twenty-second day of June 2025)








  
  Afternoon Thunder


I am vast 

from the shallows 

To the deeps

Bordered by rocks and sand

And I am governed 

By the seasons

And the moon

Constantly in motion

With currents and tides

Gulfs, seas and bays

Hollows and depressions

Beneath the surface

And storms above

Linked to the sky

Quite mad actually 

Plagued by moods

Serenely beautiful and ugly

Towering rage

With roots in the past

I am an ocean in a puddle

Muddy thoughts in the gutter

Drying as time passes

Slipping away somewhere

Most of my storms have passed

I am a little man

In a big body

With room to forgive now

Myself and others

Landlocked, mellowed insanity 

Stabled and bedded down

Reasoned, and played out

(completed on Saturday, in the wake of afternoon thunder on the twenty-first day of June 2025)








  
  For you


When I think about regrets 

It’s like peering into a well

All the things I said

That fell into that darkness

I can’t fish them out

Can’t take them back

Yet, I feel each one

I was mortally wounded once

Or twice

Overwhelmed 

Betrayed

I lashed out with words

That hurt me

As I said them

They came from a hellish place

Did I want you to hurt too

Of course not

But I was outraged

Shocked, dismayed

You knew

And had to keep her secret

I couldn’t imagine what that did to you

I know full well what it did to me

Once I found out

Hate ran in my veins

Spilled out

When I should have been shouting at them

As in her and him

Ex-wife and ex-friend

(completed on the twenty-first day of June 2025)








  
  Definitely


You are my favorite song

Of the moment

In the flow 

One I hear

Wherever I am

Funny how love stretches out

Speaks to me

Wherever I go

I carry you inside

I feel you travel

All through my veins

Hear your voice

See your smile

I adore you

(completed while listening beside you, my love, on the twentieth day of June 2025)








  
  From the river bed


Things wind down

The heart wears out

River stones smoothed by the flow

Of water and time passing

Not static

Nothing really matters

If I close my eyes

And cease thinking 

If I forget I’m a part of the world

A daub of green struggling up

From stony soil

From the river bed

Not dead, but alive

Thinking 

Dreaming I’m not a rock

I’m a gesture 

A presence

An act of defiance

A voice…

I thought

(completed on a Friday, on the twentieth day of June 2025)








  
  Sailing over an edge


when creating 

whether it’s art, music, writing

validation scales

from the act of completion

to the way it feels

did I capture what inspired me

that should be where the line is drawn

anything more isn’t in my control

when I share what I create

at some point I have to let go

it is a mathematical battle 

when there are charts, graphs

and sales

like comparing what car I drive

where I live

what I do 

or whether my dick’s bigger than yours 

when none of that shit matters

and here I go again

sailing over the fucking edge

whatever you or I think

does it really matter

only to people who perceive it

and love or hate it

(completed to my relative satisfaction on a Thursday, on the nineteenth day of June 2025)








  
  Goodnight, Little Friend


 A sparrow visits me

Looking through the glass door

He or she pecks at the porch

Pointedly

Then appears to check

To see if I see

Then flies away

And comes back later

Twice more as afternoon transitions

To a stormy ending

The cars have their lights on

In the fading light

The rain started across the street

And moved this way

To the hut where I sit

I’m mostly dry

Until I have to let someone in

It’s grey and wet out there

With concrete sidewalks

And asphalt streets

In contrast to the brilliant green

Of weedy lawns

The verdant swards

And leafy, full bodied trees

The time goes by

While I listen

To thunder, rain, and Dateline narration

All the sad tales, and silly reasons

We murder one another

And the rain tapers off

During a commercial 

Meanwhile I wave at residents 

As the evening deepens

And my new friend returns

One last time

Lingers briefly

And presumably leaves hungry

(completed at six hours and fifty-nine minutes past the noon hour on the twenty-third day of June 2025)
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