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I’M JUST A GIRL, STANDING IN FRONT OF A ROMANTASY NOVEL,
 asking it to destroy her emotionally



In romantasy we can breathe again. We can dream again.

Megan Scott
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The joys of 
book journalling

You may already track your reading, but embracing the apps and book journals that are available to you – or creating your own with a blank notebook – can really enhance your enjoyment of the books you’ve loved. It could be that you want to write full-blown reviews of each book, or you may prefer giving ratings to various elements of each read: what would you rate it out of five for immersion? For romance? For worldbuilding? For the chemistry between the characters? Or maybe you prefer a bingo-style tick list to track all the classic romantasy tropes. Forced proximity? Tick. A love triangle? Of course. Commoner-to-royalty? Bingo!
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It’s about the person who’s holding your hand at the end. The person you can’t let go of, no matter how hard you might have tried.

Helen Scheuerer, 
Iron & Embers



Everyone is scared, princess. It is how we choose to use that fear that will define us. It is how we choose to use it that will determine the fate of our world.

Holly Renee, 
A Kingdom of Blood 
and Betrayal 



A book a day keeps reality away



I am the SKY and the power of every STORM that has ever been. I am INFINITE.

Rebecca Yarros, 
Fourth Wing



Knowledge can only be wielded by those who dive into its depths and know the shape of it. Reading without true understanding is only wading in the shallows without a care for the monsters that lurk beneath.

Andrea Stewart,
The Bone Shard Daughter
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You’d be brooding too if your soulmate kept trying to get himself killed heroically



A thousand plus WORLDS he has seen, yet when he DREAMS, he dreams of you.

Amber V. Nicole, 
The Throne of Broken Gods 



She wasn’t light; she was colour. Every single one, dancing otherworldly and bright over his unworthy eyes. She was the explosion of the vivid gleams and glows of the world around him, like a constant rainbow, shining not after the rain but during. She was everything he never deserved but longed for anyways.

Hannah Nicole Maehrer, 
 Apprentice to the Villain 
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It took only a
 HEARTBEAT
 to fall for you
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It looks like you are night incarnate, the stars in the sky, the power in my veins.

Gillian Eliza West, 
Ruin



He called to her the way the forest did. Called to something deep and forgotten. Something that longed to come alive again.

Kristen Ciccarelli, 
Edgewood



Dreaming of being swept away by my shadow daddy; stuck making spreadsheets



He kissed me as if I were air and he couldn’t get enough. He kissed me like wildfire, consuming everything in its path. He kissed me as though I were the last drop of blood in the world, the only thing that could ever sate his hunger.

Briar Boleyn, 
On Wings of Blood



‘‘I LOVE YOU,’’ HE WHISPERED, AND KISSED MY BROW.
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‘‘THORNS AND ALL.’’

Sarah J. Maas, 
A Court of Thorns and Roses 



[image: ]
Romantasy book club

There are plenty of romantasy book clubs around including online ones that are super-accessible, no matter where you live. But if  you want the joy of talking IRL about your favourite characters or geeking out about the latest instalment you have been dying to get your hands on, why not set up your own? It can be as simple as getting your friends  to meet at a cozy café or pub once a month  to discuss your latest reads. If you want to go more formal, you could advertise on a local forum or set up a group on social media to make new romantasy friends. Just make sure to have some questions prepared to help kick-start the conversation, and  you’ll all be talking about dragons and noble heroes and enchanted castles until the sun sets over the kingdom… 



If you’re fire, 

I want 
 to burn



Opposites are not always in opposition; the day and night are equals. One isn’t good and the other bad. But one does illuminate things while the other obscures, and that has to mean something too, I think.

Hannah Whitten,
  The Foxglove King



YOU HAD ME AT 
“we can’t”



You’re my hearth  in winter.

Anna Stephens, 
 Darksoul
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SOME PEOPLE CALL THESE GUILTY PLEASURE READS, BUT WHY SHOULD I FEEL GUILT FOR WANTING TO ESCAPE TO SOMEWHERE ELSE, EVEN FOR A LITTLE WHILE?

Elizabeth Helen,  
 Bonded by Thorns



As long as  you are mine as I am yours, we have all the time in the world.

Sue Lynn Tan,  
 Daughter of the Moon Goddess 



May your dreams be  as spicy as your books



My favorite stories are  the ones I can escape into.  The ones where I can leave behind this bleak existence and be somebody else,  even if just for a little while. Someone braver than  me. Someone with the  power to change  their circumstances.

Analeigh Sbrana, 
 Lore of the Wilds



I believe there are far more possibilities than happily ever after or tragedy. 
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EVERY STORY HAS  THE POTENTIAL FOR INFINITE ENDINGS.

Stephanie Garber,  
 Once Upon a Broken Heart
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Create a cozy reading nook

Romantasy is all about immersion – epic feelings, sweeping landscapes, high stakes, slow-burn tension and shadowy fae and foes. What better way to sink into the world you love than by creating your very own reading nook? Key elements include somewhere comfy to sit or lie down, a reading light and space to display all your favourite books. Then add some fantasy elements such as fairy lights, swathes of fabric to form a dreamy canopy and some gorgeous curated wall art to set the mood. You can even buy bookish candles that smell like leather-bound tomes, sumptuous roses or dusty bookstores. 
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Emotionally damaged dragonrider energy only



This man could drag her down to hell and she’d gladly burn   for eternity.

[image: ]
Kerri Maniscalco, 
 Throne of the Fallen 



In these  worlds, love is the most magical thing there is.

Allison Saft
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Came for the plot, 
 STAYED FOR  THE SINGLE-BED SCENE
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For anyone who has ever been told their spark shouldn’t burn so bright and for all the people who loved them precisely because it did.

Penn Cole,  
 Spark of the Everflame



And then she smiles, bright and big like the night sky hanging above us. I fear she could rival the stars.

Lauren Roberts,  
 Reckless



Me, an intellectual: bonding with morally grey warlords in magical kingdoms



I love you like in the STORYBOOKS.  I love you like  in the BALLADS. I love you like a lightning BOLT.

Holly Black,
   The Darkest Part of the Forest 



I don’t think you realize  how strong you are, because sometimes strength isn’t swords and steel and fire, as we are so often made to believe. Sometimes it’s found in quiet, gentle places.

Rebecca Ross,  
 Divine Rivals
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Create your own fantasy

Why leave all the fun to the pros? If reading all about those lusty lovers and epic battles has got you feeling inspired, maybe it’s time to turn your hand to writing your own story. Are you drawn more to a particular subgenre within romantasy? Maybe it’s sword fights and honourable deeds that get your creative juices flowing. Perhaps it’s the dragon-flight and descriptions of mythical mist-bound realms. Or perhaps it’s the dirty bits – hey, there’s no judgment here. Either way, all it takes is a blank piece of paper or your notes app, and off you go. You’ll be creating worlds and letting your imagination run wild in no time. 



Don’t mind me, 
 I’m just  saving the  realm again



Her fingers felt small,  yet substantial, when he wrapped his own around them. A jolt shot through him at the touch and she stopped, looking at him with a curious expression. Had she felt it, too?

Nisha J. Tuli,  
 Trial of the Sun Queen 



PLOT TWIST: 
 the repressed, angry demon is hot



Kiss me.  Love me. Ruin me.

Scarlett St. Clair, 
 A Touch of Ruin 
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Some wither within minutes, and others are carved forever into our souls.

Carissa Broadbent,  
 The Serpent and  the Wings of Night



BUT I HAD NOT KNOWN THAT I WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO DO ANY OF THOSE THINGS UNTIL THEY WERE OVER AND I HAD DONE THEM. 
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I HAD TO DO THE WORK FIRST, NOT KNOWING.

Naomi Novik, 
 Spinning Silver 



You’re a storm I can’t outrun



You are the fire of my HEART, and the beat of my drum. I am yours under MOONLIGHT. Until the rhythm SINGS no more.

Saara El-Arifi,
   Faebound



If the story of your life  were a book, I’d carry it with me across the world. I’d read it every night. And whenever I reached the ending of what had been shared with me, I’d open it to the first page and begin reading again.

Danielle L. Jensen, 
 Gilded Serpent
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Let the fates decide

Add an element of magic and eliminate analysis paralysis by using tarot cards to choose your next read. You probably have a huge TBR pile and sometimes the problem is just picking which one to start next. Embrace the mystical and try your hand at divination by shuffling your tarot or oracle deck and taking the card that’s calling to you. See if you can find any hints in the card that are telling you which book you should choose – or maybe it’ll be blindingly obvious which one the fates have lined up for you. Perhaps there’ll be a reason destiny has chosen this book – is there something in it that you need to learn, or reflect on? 
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Our souls were always meant to be one



I will love you today,  tomorrow, and always. I will love you until the sun fades and the moon cracks and the stars burn away to husks. I will love you even after the world has forgotten our names and ground our bones to dust. You are my blood, my marrow, my heart. Not in a thousand lifetimes will I ever let you go.

Lyra Selene,
   A Crown So Silver



No one decides how bright you shine but you.

A. K. Mulford, 
 The High Mountain Court 
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 Not all
 MONSTERS
  want to  hurt you…
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She wanted to suspend time and live in the feelings he elicited in her, a warm, beautiful riot of colours in her dark heart.

Runyx,  
 Gothikana 



Fear and bravery are often one and the same. It either makes you a warrior or a coward. The only difference is the person it resides inside.

Jennifer L. Armentrout,  
 From Blood and Ash 



In this house, we romanticize conflicted, dark antiheroes



YOU DON’T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT WHAT IT’S LIKE TO FIND YOUR OTHER HALF.
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I WOULD TAKE ANYTHING SHE CHOSE TO GIVE ME –  THE TINIEST FRACTION OR HER ENTIRE WORLD.

Ali Hazelwood,  
 Bride



In another life, I would’ve tried to know her. I would’ve admired her and read  her poems written by  my own hand. I would’ve  walked with her through  fields of stardrops, danced with her in the stream.

Charissa Weaks,  
 The Witch Collector
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Savour the burn

Romantasy loves a simmer. These things can’t be rushed – the glances, the tension, the one-horse scene, the battlefield declaration, the moment their fingers almost touch, the moment one of them  says, “You belong to me.” Relish the  build-up – after all, this is the crown  jewel of the whole genre. The slow burn may be agony, it may make you yell at the page, but it gives you time to believe in the love, rather than just swooning at it. See if you can spot every little foreshadowing, every small shift or lingering gaze, and you’ll enjoy the moment when they finally kiss like the realm depends on it all the more. 



You are the  kind of ruin 
 I would  choose again  and again 



I knew we were  an inevitability —  as undeniable as the crash of thunder after lightning shatters the sky.

[image: ]
Geneva Lee,  
 Filthy Rich Fae 



LET ME GUESS, YOU’RE ANOTHER 
 brooding immortal with a redemption arc



I’ll be grateful for every second that I can say I belong to you.

Callie Hart, 
 Quicksilver 
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“I thought I lost you.” I breathe her in. “Never,” she whispers. “Not until the sun casts its last ray and the moon bids the sky farewell.”

Cecy Robson,  
 Bloodguard



The gods made you for me. Carved you from the stars themselves until I could no longer bear to gaze up at the sky without longing for you.

Holly Renee,  
 The Hunted Heir 



Your  magic calls  to mine



He found himself no  longer wanting to punish her for her faith in him. Instead, he found himself wanting to be worthy of it. He wanted to be the knight he had once been. Just for a moment.

Holly Black,  
 Tithe



GENUINE, IMPOSSIBLE AFFECTION BETWEEN TWO OPPOSING ENERGIES. 
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THE SUN AND THE MOON ORBITING EACH OTHER IN PERFECT SYNCHRONICITY.

S. T. Gibson, 
 Evocation 
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Fan fiction

Fan fiction is popular for a reason: it allows you to take all your favourite parts of a book, and then play puppet-master with your favourite characters (or your least favourite, if you want to play evil puppet-master and finally see them get their comeuppance). Even if you don
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