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Abhijit Naskar is the twenty-first century mind of science, whose glorious philosophical touch has enabled modern Neuroscience to effectively engage in the human society towards diminishing the ever-growing conflicts among religions. As an untiring advocate of global harmony and peace, he became a beloved best-selling author all over the world with his very first book “The Art of Neuroscience in Everything”. With various of his pioneering ventures into the Neuropsychology of religious sentiments, he has hugely contributed to humanity’s attempt of eradicating religious differences, for which he is popularly hailed as a humanitarian who incessantly works towards taking the human civilization in the path of sweet general harmony.
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“Every man's life ends the same way. It is only the details of how he lived and how he died that distinguish one man from another.”
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DO SOMETHING SO RADICAL (SONNET)

Do something so radical that the laws of nature are shaken,

Do something so radical that your very existence becomes someone's dream,

Do something so radical that it appears impossible to your brethren,

Do something so radical that others either hate you or worship you to the extreme,

Do something so radical that your breath becomes someone's mental essence,

Do something so radical that the intellectuals keep silent in front of you,

Do something so radical that the weak regains strength by your presence,

Do something so radical that no one can ever repay with all the I O U,

Do something so radical that no death can ever make you perish,

Do something so radical that all the sons and prophets pay you heed,

Do something so radical that your immortality makes history cherish,

Do something so radical that the meekest of slaves starts to lead,

Do something my friend that matters to humanity beyond the society's wildest imagination,

Thus you get to be the solution and not the problem like the rest of the population.
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India is like the teenage mother who left me in the dump after giving birth to me, because she was too poor to even take care of herself, and then came my adopted mother America who gave me not just nourishment for the soul, but also the necessary tools to represent myself in front of the whole world as an icon of humanity.

I am the symbol of egalitarianism and as such I don't have the luxury to blindly proclaim that America is the greatest nation of all, for it would destroy the very fabric of my entire body of work, but I must tell you this, if I hadn't received the tools created by some brilliant minds from this majestic nation, it would have taken decades more for anyone in the world to even hear of the name Naskar, let alone place that name in their heart as a fundamental ingredient of their humane lifeforce.

This book is not meant to engender human faith in America as the greatest nation in the world and belittle other nations as lesser people, rather this is my offering to the nation, or rather to my people of that nation, that made Naskar, the idea of one humanity, a reality once again in 21st century. Because now more than ever, this beloved nation of ours is under threat - the threat of the very evil elements of primitive human character, against which our forefathers fought and arose triumphant, thus making this nation a symbol of hope and humanity.

What is hope - what is humanity? These are mere terms invented by the humans to describe certain states of their mind. Hope, for example, is a naïve, yet quite empowering ray of light in the midst of darkness. Humanity is all that defines a real civilized being with an active conscience. Now, when a nation's people willingly or unwillingly make a mistake and give authority of their lives in the hands of a leader who represents neither hope nor humanity, instead keeps thriving on and indeed advocating for, the primitive elements of human character, it becomes the utmost civilized responsibility of those very people to either make a true leader out of him if possible, or dethrone him for good.

Here the question becomes not about having a good leader, rather about having a leader who at the very least does not destroy the humane side of a nation, in pursuit of a deluded vision of nationalistic glory. To do real good to a nation in this civilized time and world, a leader does not get to be a nationalist, for nationalism is a disgusting remnant from our tribal days.

In theory nationalism or patriotism means one’s responsibility towards one’s nation and its people, without being hateful towards other nations and their people, but when we observe that theory in action inside the biological psyche of the biological creature known as human, we get to see the real implications of it, which is far from its naïve and civilized theoretical definition. Let me elaborate the matter further with an excerpt from my treatise on parenting.


“Patriotism and Nationalism are basically one and the same thing. In simple terms, both these terms are formed in the modern society on the foundation of the evolutionary psychological element of group-loyalty. The bases for group loyalty, which in this case is national loyalty are lodged in human needs of wellbeing and survival of the group. At the level of the nation, the group fulfills economic, sociocultural, and political needs, giving individuals a sense of security, a feeling of belonging, and prestige. While these needs are regarded as universal, their strength appears to vary in different nations and in different individuals. And this variation determines the level of patriotism from person to person.

The group loyalty thing is largely a product of the brain’s limbic system, quite like libido, and that is why it may ensure the wellbeing and survival of the group but on its own it also fosters negative attitude towards out-group members. Let's concoct a thought experiment to shed light on the harms of group loyalty without reasoning.

Say some people are dancing in a club. Among them are three youngsters. Two of them are boyfriend and girlfriend and the third one is a drunk pervert. Now imagine that the drunk youngster misbehaves with the girlfriend of another person and in order to protect her dignity the boyfriend blows a punch right over the drunkard's nose. With a bleeding nose the youngster reaches his dorm where he lives with his fellow dorm mates. Seeing him bleeding all the boys in the dorm without even thinking, act like loyal friends and march ahead to confront the boyfriend. There they engage in a bloody battle with the boyfriend who happens to be a Tai Chi expert and all the dorm mates end up in the hospital with broken bones. Here, only if the dorm mates had used their faculty of reasoning and tried to understand the whole situation in which their fellow youngster had been punched they would not only have avoided a dangerous consequence but also they could have realized that the real fault was in their friend's behavior.”

- Human Making is Our Mission: A Treatise on Parenting, 2017


Therefore, no matter how glorious the idea of patriotism sounds, if it is let lose, it can wreak havoc in the human society. So, nourish the sense of patriotism in your mind, but be careful that that patriotism does not involve fostering a sense of hatred towards people beyond the borders without you even being aware of it.


Patriotism or Nationalism without reasoning is what I call “Nationalist Fundamentalism”, which is as dangerous as “Religious Fundamentalism”.


In practice, loyalty to one nation brings along either explicit or implicit bias, that is, conscious or subconscious bias against other nations. And this is not an opinion or hypothesis, this is an empirical truth of human cognition and behavior. Therefore, nationalism only brings more destruction and wars in the world, as such it can never be hailed as a real progressive means in the hands of a leader to ensure genuine security and serenity for his or her people.

A leader must, not should, but must, act as a liberated human being, a being beyond labels in order to bring real harmonious progress in a nation, or else, he would take an entire people down with him into the abyss of discriminations and sectarian fragmentation. And I'm afraid this devastating fate is knocking at the door of our beloved America.

A nation is not a piece of land, so it must not be seen as such - a nation is a people - a people with various unique ingredients in their way of living - these ingredients do not make them superior or inferior to any other people in the world, rather they simply make them who they are - they simply define their uniqueness - and these unique ingredients from all the peoples of all the countries in the world beautifully construct the radiant, colorful and vivacious fabric of humanity, where all the colors are of equal potential for growth and progress.

And it is only when all the peoples of all countries grow together holding hands in harmony and not pointing guns at each other in hatred, that we can really advance in the path of progress as one species. Individual progress must contribute to the collective progress of a people, otherwise, it's of no consequence in the vast ocean of space and motion. And this very truth of collective progress faces the risk of becoming a scarcity in our beloved land of liberty, not necessarily due to the sectarian attitude of its leader, rather because of the American people's callous acceptance of that revolting sectarianism.

Acceptance of evil is worse than committing evil and when a leader commits evil whether consciously being aware that it's evil or simply being cognitively blind to it and therefore thinking it to be an act of patriotism, it becomes the existential duty of the people to turn themselves into the real parents of that childish and incompetent leader and take necessary steps, no matter how rough, to give him a nice spanking and make sure that one plain bully does not ruin the arduously earned greatness of a beautiful nation.

Remember, it is not for nothing that that vivacious lady is standing up there with the torch of liberty in her hand, as a beacon to the whole world - take a look at the world through her eyes, if you really want to see something – and you won’t just see scenery – you’ll see the whole parade of what humans have carved out for themselves after centuries of fighting – fighting so they could stand on their own two feet, free and decent, no matter their race, religion and creed.

The world is a mish-mash of good
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