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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Cincinnati Reds were founded in 1881, initially as the Cincinnati Red Stockings.

●  They are the oldest professional baseball team in the U.S.

●  Their first official MLB season was in 1882.

●  The team was expelled from the National League for a year in 1880 for selling beer at games.

●  In their early days, the team played at Bank Street Grounds.

●  The Reds joined the American Association in 1882 and won the AA pennant that year.

●  They moved to League Park in 1884, a place they'd call home until 1901.

●  In 1890, the team had a short stint in the Players' League.

●  The Reds re-joined the National League in 1891.

●  Hall of Famer Bid McPhee played for the Reds in their early years and is known for being the last second baseman to play without a glove.

●  By 1900, the team had already cycled through 10 managers.

●  The Reds' early uniform colors were actually red and blue.

●  In the 19th century, the Reds had 4 pennant wins.

●  The team finished last in the NL for five straight seasons from 1901 to 1905.

●  In the Reds' first 40 seasons, they only posted a winning record 14 times.

●  During their early years, the team was also sometimes called the "Redlegs."

●  The name "Reds" became more permanently associated with the team by the late 1890s.

●  The team had various nicknames, including "The Queen City Boys" in the 1890s.

●  They played their first game under electric lights in 1935.

●  From 1919 to 1940, the Reds had four seasons with 95 or more losses.

●  During the 1930s, the Reds' roster was enhanced by a number of great trades.

●  In 1939, they won their first pennant in 20 years.

●  1919 was a notable year as the Reds won the World Series, although it was overshadowed by the Black Sox Scandal.

●  By the end of the 1930s, the Reds started seeing more consistent success.

●  By the time the team was 60 years old, they'd called three different ballparks home.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The team's primary mascot is Mr. Redlegs, known for his distinctive mustache.

●  Mr. Redlegs has been a staple since the 1950s.

●  He was previously just called "Mr. Red" before a redesign in the 1960s.

●  Another mascot, Rosie Red, was introduced in 2008 to appeal to female fans.

●  Gapper, a fuzzy, red, creature-like mascot, was introduced in 2003.

●  Mr. Red, an earlier version of Mr. Redlegs without the mustache, is still occasionally used by the team.

●  Mr. Redlegs often sports a baseball head and an old-style Reds uniform.

●  The mascot's oversized baseball head is one of his most distinctive features.

●  Rosie Red is characterized by her ponytails, rosy cheeks, and energetic demeanor.

●  Gapper, unlike the other mascots, isn't human-like and resembles a fuzzy creature.

●  All the mascots can often be seen entertaining fans at the Great American Ball Park.

●  The mascots also participate in the mascot race during home games.

●  Mr. Redlegs has had various looks over the years, with his current look being established in the 2000s.

●  Originally, Mr. Redlegs was introduced as a symbol to fight against the communist connotations associated with the term "Reds" during the Cold War era.

●  The Reds briefly became the "Redlegs" in the 1950s, during which time the mascot was very prominent.

●  The team returned to "Reds" in the late 1950s, but Mr. Redlegs as a mascot persisted.

●  The mustache on Mr. Redlegs is reminiscent of the 1869 Cincinnati Red Stockings.

●  The mascots are very active in the community, often seen at charity events and schools.

●  Rosie Red, Gapper, and Mr. Redlegs all have their own themed merchandise.

●  They often engage in antics during games, much to the delight of young fans.

●  Mascot bobblehead giveaways are a popular event at the ballpark.

●  Rosie Red was designed to have a "retro" feel, similar to Mr. Redlegs.

●  Despite their playful nature, the mascots are very competitive during the mascot races.

●  Over the years, the mascots have also been involved in various promotional videos and commercials for the team.

●  Each mascot has its own "theme music" that plays during their appearances at games.
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