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  Note to Readers


The characters in this book are unapologetic and dramatic. The scenes are steamy and the road to happily ever after maybe twisted. This book is meant for audiences 18 years old and older. A list of potential triggering themes can be violence, cheating, drug use, child neglect among other things. 






  
  Preface


“How did I miss the signs? How did this happen?” Paula kept repeating these questions repeatedly in her mind. Laying in the bed she shared with her husband of almost twenty years and not only unsure of the answers to the questions running through her mind but having no idea what to do next. 
They had been high school sweethearts that got married right out of high school at eighteen years old. She had found out she was pregnant with Ryan right before the wedding. But they were getting married before they knew about the baby.
It was one cold fall night and Paula’s husband Malcolm was out with his friends, or so she thought. She was up on the home computer working when she found the photos. Malcolm and some woman in a hotel room. The dates of the photos showed that the pictures were taken the weekend of his business trip to Hartford, Connecticut. Shock flowed, then denial and then the ‘why question’ was shouting at her. It was in what seemed like a split-second that all these emotions and questions hit at the same time. What if one of their kids had found the photos while doing their homework? It’s almost Christmas, Do I leave, or do I stay? Do I confront him before or after the holidays? Then do I leave after I confront him or stay and fight for my husband, my family, and my marriage? But I don’t believe in divorce.
The pressure of all the emotions started taking place. The anxiety was overwhelming. The questions kept coming. What do I tell my kids? What do I tell my family, and my friends? How do I tell everyone that my husband had an affair and my marriage is over, my family is destroyed, and I don’t know what to do? Why do I feel so ashamed about his indiscretion?
Just make some decisions Paula. She kept telling herself. Decide and stick to it. Decide and start the healing process. And why do I feel so ashamed of his indiscretion? As she said the words to heal and move on, she knew she wasn’t close to being ready to accept what she was seeing, much less make any decisions and start healing.  
Three days later, she made one decision, it wasn’t all the decisions she needed to make, but she chose to wait to tell him that she knew. She would wait and confront him until after the holidays.







  
  [image: image-placeholder]




  
  Chapter 1


After the Christmas holidays she went to him with what she had found expecting him to try and deny it, even though there was no way he could deny those photos. He told her he didn’t want to lose her as a friend, or his family, but he would stop the affair. She took him at his word. What a mistake that was. The phone would ring, and it was the other woman. She always could tell when it was her. Even sitting in the living room in front of their kids. He had started to stay home more, but he was still interacting with her. But until all her questions were answered she chose to fight for him, her marriage, and her family. Until the answers to all the questions were answered, her first answer was to fight. 
Two months later, the kids knew and he said he wouldn’t stop being her friend, but he said he had stopped the affair. He didn’t want to lose his wife, his marriage, and his family. To Paula that made no sense. To her, it meant that he wanted it all. He wanted his wife, his marriage, his family, and her. Well that would never happen. She would not let him have his cake and eat it too. She refused to allow him to have it all. Every day in their house was a battle.  An emotional battle and a spiritual battle. Not just for her but for their kids. One had already graduated from high school, but they had all noticed him leaving before they went to bed and coming home the next morning after the younger two had gone to school. She would watch the looks on their kids’ faces. The two girls were looking up to her. What did they see? A weak woman who just let this man, their dad, do whatever he wanted to do? They were in high school now. The saw everything, they understood what was going on. She never wanted them to see a weak woman, and she wasn’t one. She also didn’t want them to let a man walk all over them either. She never wanted them to think that his behavior was okay. They should never allow a man to treat them this way.
Still, heartbroken and devastated she knew she had to make some of the hard decisions now. These were the hardest decisions of her life. She knew she had to leave. She wasn’t ready to file for a divorce, but she also knew that she couldn’t continue to stay in this house anymore. 
Paula prayed, even after they had moved out, for direction and guidance daily. Divorce was not something she agreed with. But she was being pulled in that direction, but she had to make sure it wasn’t just her anger pulling her in that direction, but it was the best decision for everyone.  
She was a full-time student getting her master’s degree online and working full-time as an office manager at an in-home health care agency. Her grades started to slip, and she couldn’t stay focused at work. But she was in her last semester and refused to let this prolong or stop her from graduating. 
She finally felt peace, and now it was time to make some moves. 
Their only son had joined the Air Force. The two youngest would come with her. Now let’s end this and move on. At thirty-six years old she was a divorced mom of three. 
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  Chapter 2


Paula sat at the kitchen table in her new home drinking a cup of coffee. It was a beautiful day. The sun was coming up over the ocean and the water glistening in it is light. It was so quiet and peaceful. The only noise was the waves breaking on the shoreline. 
It had been six months since she left Malcolm. Six months rebuilding a life for her and her children. Even with her son Ryan off in the Air Force, she wanted him to know that her and the girls were okay. There was another six months before she could file for the divorce, but gradually she was putting her life back together.
When she had first moved, she did a month-to-month apartment lease until she bought a new two-story, four-bedroom house overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. It had beautiful scenic views of the ocean. There were three patio desks coming off the house. One downstairs off the dining room and kitchen that went the length of the house. There are several wooden rocking chairs and end tables, along the patio and a swing on one end. There are five steps that led down to the pool deck where the patio chairs, table and hemlock were sitting.  After the deck was the cement around the pool with the lounge chairs around it. On the middle of the pool closest to the ocean is a waterfall and at the deep end was a diving board that goes into twelve feet of water. On the left end of the pool is where the cabana and pool house set. That’s where the stereo equipment, showers and restrooms are. Leaving the pool was the walkway down to the beach. There was another one off the master bedroom that is small, but a comfortable place with a nice view of the backyard and beach. It has two patio chairs and one small table. The last one is on the roof. It probably has the best views. The girls spend a lot of their quiet times up there watching the waves. There is a full patio set up there.  Sometimes they would have some of our family meals up there when the weather is nice. But late at night when she couldn’t sleep, the patio deck off her bedroom was her most sacred place. That’s where she still cried out in pain, screaming out in anger. That’s the one place where she could take off the ‘I am okay’ mask and just be the person she was at this time in her life. The woman that was in so much pain and was so angry.  
Malcolm had moved in with the lady he had the affair with, Martha, and her two boys about a month ago. (The youngest boy was the product of another affair she had with a married man just two years earlier). She was such a whore and a bitch. Paula would speak lowly after the thoughts came into her mind.
The emotions were still so strong. She would pretend she was okay. She would pretend everything was fine and that she was healing.  The truth is, she wasn’t.
“Mom,” yelled Jennifer her oldest daughter, bringing her back into reality. “Mom,” Jennifer yelled again.
“Yes Jen. Good morning. Are you and Destiny ready for school?” Jennifer, Jen Paula called her, was the oldest daughter and in her senior year of high school. Destiny was the youngest, and she was a high school freshman.
“Yes, we are ready. Just don’t forget to pick us up today at 6:30pm. I have gospel chorus practice and Destiny has basketball practice,” Jen replied.
“Okay,” Paula said. “Breakfast is on the table. You guys eat before you leave for school.”  Malcolm had bought Jen a brand-new car right before we moved out. For Destiny he bought her several pairs of Nike's, a new basketball and had a mini basketball court put in at our house on the opposite side of the garage. This was his way of apologizing. They will not go to his house now that he had moved in Martha and her kids.  He is not allowed here. Paula can’t stand the site of him yet. They meet him for dinner some nights or on the weekends for lunch or outings.
As Jen and Destiny were having breakfast Paula had to finish getting ready for work. One day, she thought, the pain will go away, and the anger will
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