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A Note to the Reader: Your Journey to Better English

Welcome!

You are about to start reading  The Greatest: The Story of Muhammad Ali . This book is a special reading experience designed just for you, the English language learner. We know that learning a language takes work, but it should also be  fun and interesting . That is why we chose to tell the incredible life story of Muhammad Ali, one of the most famous and inspiring people in modern history.

Why This Book is Perfect for You

This book is a  Graded Reader , carefully written for students at the  B1-B2 (Intermediate)  level. Every part of the story has been planned with your learning goals in mind.


    	Simple and Clear Language:  We use a simple, clear, and beautiful writing style. We focus on the  1,000 most common English words  used in daily life. This means you will see and understand the vocabulary easily, and it will help you  learn new words naturally . You can read with confidence and less need for a dictionary.


    	An Inspiring Story:  Muhammad Ali's life was full of challenges, great success, and important ideas. His story is more than just boxing; it's about courage, standing up for what is right, and changing the world. Each chapter will keep you interested and wanting to know what happens next.


    	Book Structure for Easy Reading:  The book is about  20,000 words  long, which is the perfect length for a detailed and satisfying read at this level. The story is divided into chapters, and each chapter is  1,000 words or more . This consistent structure allows you to track your reading progress easily and build your reading speed and stamina.


    	Focus on Fluency:  By reading a longer, complete story in easy English, you will improve your  reading comprehension  and  fluency . The more you read, the more comfortable you will become with the rhythm and structure of the English language.

  




What Happens Next?

In the following chapters, we will travel back in time to Louisville, Kentucky, where a young boy named Cassius Clay first found boxing. We will follow his path to Olympic gold, his rise to World Heavyweight Champion, and his life as a global icon.

We encourage you to relax, enjoy the story, and let the words teach you. Get ready to meet  The Greatest .















Chapter 1: The Bicycle and the Fire

Louisville, Kentucky, 1954.  The air was cold, and the afternoon was gray. A young boy named Cassius Clay rode his brand-new red and white bicycle. He was only  twelve years old , but he felt very important. This bicycle was his favorite thing. It was a gift, and he loved riding it fast through the streets of his neighborhood in Louisville, Kentucky. Cassius was a strong boy, full of energy and a kind of  natural confidence . He talked a lot, he laughed easily, and he believed he could do anything.

On this particular day, Cassius and his friend were going to the Louisville Home Show. This was a big event where people showed off new homes and products. It was exciting. Cassius parked his precious bicycle outside the building, locking the wheel with a small chain. He told his friend, "Keep an eye on it! I don't want anything to happen to my beautiful bike."

They went inside and spent several hours looking at all the amazing things. Cassius especially liked the cars and the new radios. When they finally came out, the gray sky was getting darker. Cassius walked over to where he had left his bike.

He stopped. His heart suddenly beat very fast.

The bicycle was gone.

"Where is it? Where is my bike?" he shouted. His voice was loud, filled with anger and shock. He looked everywhere, under trees, near other cars, but the spot was empty. Only the small, broken chain remained on the ground. Someone had stolen his brand-new bike.

Cassius was not a boy who cried easily, but at that moment, he felt a powerful rush of emotion. It was more than sadness; it was a fierce  anger . He felt like someone had taken a piece of him.

"I am going to find the person who did this!" he told his friend. "And when I find them,  I am going to beat them up! "

His friend, quieter and perhaps more nervous, tried to calm him. "Cassius, maybe we should tell your parents."

"No! I will do it myself!" Cassius was serious. His face was red. He needed to find an adult, an important person, to report the crime. He saw a man walking toward the building in a police uniform.

"Officer! Officer!" Cassius ran towards the man.

The man was standing near the entrance. His name was  Joe Martin . He was a police officer, but he had another job too. He ran a small local boxing gym in the basement of the Columbia Auditorium. Joe Martin was a patient and quiet man who knew a lot about young people.

"What is the problem, son?" Joe Martin asked, seeing the fury in the young boy's eyes.

Cassius quickly told him the story—how he loved his bike, how he locked it, and how angry he was now that it was gone. "I want to hit the person who stole it! I want to fight them!"

Joe Martin listened calmly. He looked at the boy—small, but full of spirit and ready for a fight. "Do you know how to fight, son?" he asked.

Cassius stopped talking. "No," he admitted. "But I will learn quickly!"

Officer Martin smiled a little. "Well, before you go trying to 'beat up' anyone, you should learn how to throw a punch. We have a boxing gym right here. It's in the basement of this building. You can come and learn."

This was a strange suggestion. Cassius had come to report a crime and ended up getting an invitation to a gym. But the idea stayed in his mind. He needed a way to control the fire inside him. He needed strength.

"I'll be there," Cassius said. He didn't forget about his bike, but now he had a new idea, a new focus for his anger. The theft of a bicycle did not bring sadness; it brought  a new direction for his life .

The next day, Cassius Clay walked down the stairs into the dark, cold basement of the Columbia Auditorium. The air smelled of sweat, leather, and old wood. This was the world of boxing. There were heavy bags hanging from the ceiling and a square ring in the middle of the room. He saw other boys, some older and bigger, hitting the bags. They looked strong.

Joe Martin greeted him. "Welcome, Cassius. Are you ready to work?"

Cassius nodded. He was still angry about the bike, but now he was also curious. He wanted to learn.

From that day on, Cassius was often in the gym. He learned the basic moves: how to stand, how to move his feet, and how to throw the  jab —the quick, straight punch. He was not the best boxer in the gym at first. He was fast, yes, but he was also very loud. He talked constantly, even when he was training.

"I am the best!" he would shout, even after missing a punch. "One day, everyone will know my name!"

The other boys would laugh. Joe Martin would just shake his head and smile a little. He knew Cassius had something special—not just speed, but a huge personality and an absolute belief in himself.

The stolen bicycle was the spark. The fire was Cassius's personality. Joe Martin's gym was the place where the fire found its purpose. It was the place where a boy named Cassius Clay began the journey to become  The Greatest . He never got his bike back, but he found something much more valuable: a sport, a passion, and a path to fame.




Chapter 2: The Loudest Kid in the Gym

The boxing gym quickly became Cassius Clay’s second home. He did not go there just to train; he went there to  talk . Cassius was always full of words, and in the gym, he finally had an audience. He would tell everyone that he was the best, that he was the fastest, and that he would soon be the World Champion.

“I am beautiful! I am the greatest!” he would shout while jumping rope or hitting the speed bag.

The older boys and even Officer Joe Martin sometimes found him annoying. They would tell him, “Cassius, stop talking and focus on your feet!” or “Show us, don’t just tell us!”

But Cassius could not stop. This constant talking was a part of his training. It was how he built his own  confidence , and it was how he started to build




























Chapter 3: The Reality of Gold






































Chapter 4: The Predictor and The Bear




































Chapter 5: The Name That Changed The World






















Chapter 6: The Fight Outside The Ring




























Chapter 7: The Comeback Trail










































Chapter 8: The Fight of the Century


































Chapter 9: The Road to Redemption







































Chapter 10: The Rumble in the Jungle
























Chapter 11: The Thrilla in Manila































Chapter 12: The Reign and The Final Rounds






















Chapter 13: The Greatest Fight of All






















Chapter 14: The Legacy of The Greatest











    	Boxing and Skill:  He changed boxing forever with his unique style. The idea of a heavyweight moving with the speed and grace of a much lighter man was revolutionary. His "Rope-a-Dope" and his ability to predict the outcome of his fights made him a unique genius in the sport.


    	Courage and Principle:  He gave up the World Heavyweight Championship, the highest honor in his sport, to stand by his religious and moral beliefs against the Vietnam War. This act of sacrifice demonstrated incredible courage and inspired people globally to prioritize conscience over convenience.


    	Global Humanity:  Despite his later struggles with illness, he dedicated his life to promoting peace, tolerance, and understanding across religious and cultural divides. He used his fame to serve the less fortunate and became a true global ambassador.

  







Chapter 15: The Poet, The Showman, The Magician



















Chapter 16: An Ambassador for Humanity





















Chapter 17: Lessons from The Greatest








