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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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Being a boy growing up in the closing years of the 60’s and up into the 90’s I was exposed to what I would call “sexy women” magazines. The women in these magazines came in all sorts of dresses and undress.

There were the staple fashion magazines up to the more risqué adult magazines which were largely frowned upon in my culture during my growing years.

But all of them used a very marketable strategy: featuring beautiful and sexy women to entice the predominantly male readers of these kinds of magazines.

Fast forward a few more decades and I’m not only a grown but a very mature in age man and the prevailing culture have largely shifted to a definite split between “sexy women” publishers who either produced magazines and other media featuring either women of fashion, sexy women or those that appeased to a more adult taste.

One of these magazines was FHM of which I was exposed to in the Philippines and Australia. Both formats are identical: showing sexy women of each culture.

However, a particular issue that I tool special notice on was the appearance of FHM Philippines Magazines on eBay which are being sold by American sellers. This seems strange considering that America has its own version of FHM with arguably more popular models as compared to Philippine models.

And so, my interest was piqued and I literally went down the rabbit hole to try to discover this mystery. What I soon found out was an understanding of the complex world of international trade as exemplified by a magazine from the Philippines being sold by Americans on an American online marketplace with global reach.

I urge you to read the rest of this book which you might just find informative and even delightful. 
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Chapter 2

What are FHM Magazines?
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FHM (For Him Magazine) was a printed British multinational men's lifestyle magazine that gained significant popularity globally. It was known for its mix of content appealing to a male audience, with a particular emphasis on attractive women.

Content: FHM typically featured:

The FHM 100 Sexiest Women in the World: This was one of its most famous and anticipated annual features, showcasing models, actresses, and celebrities deemed "sexiest" by public and editorial voting.
Lifestyle articles: These covered topics relevant to men, such as fashion and grooming, health and fitness, cars, gadgets, entertainment (movies, music, games), sports, and humor.
Interviews: Features and interviews with celebrities and public figures.
Sex and relationship advice: Articles offering tips and insights.

Real-life stories: Engaging narratives and sometimes more daring content.
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HISTORY:

Origins (1985): The magazine began publication in the United Kingdom in 1985 under the name "For Him Magazine." It was initially a predominantly fashion-based publication distributed through men's fashion outlets.
Expansion and Rebranding (1990s): Its circulation expanded to newsagents as a quarterly by 1987. In 1994, EMAP Consumer Media bought the magazine and rebranded it as "FHM," though "For Him Magazine" continued to be printed on the spine. This period saw a significant shift towards featuring more prominent female cover stars, which greatly contributed to its popularity.
Peak and International Success: FHM subsequently dominated the UK men's magazine market and embarked on a major international expansion, being published in over 30 countries worldwide, including the Philippines, India, and many European nations. At its peak, in 2000, it was selling over 700,000 copies a month in the UK alone.
Decline and Digital Transition: Like many print magazines, FHM faced challenges with the rise of digital media. In December 2007, EMAP sold FHM to Bauer Media Group. The final printed issue of British FHM was published in February 2016 (announced in late 2015), after which the magazine transitioned to a digital-only platform, continuing to provide content on its website. Some international editions continued in print for a period after the UK edition ceased.
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Chapter 3

Sexy Women Magazines Like FHM are Collectible
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Magazines like FHM can be collectible, but their value as collectibles varies widely. It's not the same as, say, a rare comic book or a first-edition literary classic. Here's a breakdown of what makes them collectible and what factors influence their value:
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WHAT MAKES FHM MAGAZINES collectible?

Nostalgia and Pop Culture: For many, these magazines represent a specific era in pop culture, particularly the "lad mag" phenomenon of the late 1990s and early 2000s. People who grew up reading them might seek out issues that evoke personal memories.

Celebrity Covers: Issues featuring highly popular celebrities, especially those from their earlier careers or those who rarely did such photoshoots, tend to be more sought after. The "FHM 100 Sexiest Women" issues are particularly notable.

Historical Significance: As print publications, especially FHM UK, have ceased production, the physical issues become a tangible piece of media history. They document trends in fashion, entertainment, and male lifestyle during their active years.

Completing Collections: Some collectors aim to gather a full run of a particular magazine or all issues featuring a specific celebrity.

Regional Interest: Specific international editions might be collectible in their respective regions, especially if they featured local celebrities or unique content.
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FACTORS AFFECTING THEIR value:

Rarity/Availability:

Early Issues: The very first issues of "For Him Magazine" before the FHM rebrand can be rarer and thus more valuable.

Limited Runs/Special Editions: Any issues that had a smaller print run or were special editions (e.g., anniversary issues) could hold more value.

Final Issues: The last print issues of any edition might see a slight bump in collectibility due to their historical significance.

Condition: Like all collectibles, condition is paramount. Magazines in "brand new" or "like new" condition (no creases, tears, missing pages, pristine covers) will always be worth significantly more than those in "good" or "acceptable" condition. Sealed issues are highly desirable.
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COVER STAR/CONTENT:

Iconic Celebrities: Issues featuring global icons like Britney Spears, Mariah Carey, Kylie Minogue, or other highly recognizable figures often fetch higher prices.

Early Appearances: If a celebrity was on the cover of FHM early in their career before they became massively famous, that might add a unique element for some collectors.

Controversial or Memorable Shoots: Issues with particularly famous or controversial photoshoots could also increase demand.

Demand: While there's a market, the overall demand for these types of magazines isn't typically on the same level as, for example, vintage comic books or rare books. Most issues will still be relatively inexpensive.
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MARKET (ONLINE VS. Local): Online marketplaces like eBay are common places to find and sell FHM issues. Prices can fluctuate based on what sellers are asking and what buyers are willing to pay. Local collector groups or secondhand stores might also have them.
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IN SUMMARY: WHILE NOT all FHM magazines will make you rich, certain issues, particularly those in excellent condition, featuring iconic celebrities, or from early/final runs, do have a definite collector's market and can be sold for more than their original cover price
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