
  1: Theoretical and Literature Review


  There are a variety of attempts to reform International Relations (I.R.) and other attempts to explain media. I will explore them in this chapter. This chapter will start by looking not just at media and cinema, but at power and its political economic manifestations and limitations. Power and political economics are a starting point for understanding how immigrant and diaspora groups can take control of media because they need power to do so. Though this book looks at cinematic and literary media, I believe that theories and analyses of mass media—the Internet, radio, television, and newspapers—are important because they both interact with cinema and literature and also help construct views of immigrants and diaspora communities. Political economy is important because, as I shall explain in detail, neo-liberalism has provided serious obstacles to social movements, as well as academic theories, that wish to improve politics in a variety of settings ranging from the United States to Latin America and South Africa. Media, in whatever form is also usually heavily influenced, if not in some cases outright dominated, by money and finance. While this influence and domination does not always stop alternative ideas, it is not usually conducive to them.


  This chapter will provide a review of preexisting literature and theory that place this book within a context of the field of International Relations and within broader conceptualizations of the mass media. I will pay close attention in the beginning to some of the strengths and shortcomings of normative I.R., which I believe shows the potential for critical work to be relevant to International Relations. However, I see the persistence of the dominance of capitalism (and its newer form, neo-liberalism) as a hindrance to establishing a normative order that promotes positive social agendum on a national and international scale. The literature and theoretical writing reviewed here also show how neo-liberalism presents serious obstacles to promoting social change in the field of immigration through mass media outlets. While this book focuses largely on cinema and literature, the mass media forms a context in which people begin to perceive the immigrant and diaspora populations. There also are similar trends. Literature on mass media has highlighted the role of "mediation" in determining who has a say over the context of mass media and the direction of politics in general. Thus, generating a conceptual framework for understanding who mediates the mass media and politics is relevant to the overall theme of this book, which is the way that immigrants, diaspora communities and their allies have been able to use cinema—a field that has hitherto provided degrading representations of them—as a force for radical social change.


  Political Realism


  Political realism is one of the dominant theories in International Relations. Political realism, at its best, takes a sober look at the level of violence in international relations between nation-states. At its best, this theoretical camp expresses concern with how good intentions can lead to the rise of dangerous situations such as war, fascism, and totalitarianism. This is important in the current context where "neo-liberalism" is a persuasive paradigm which as a form of governance, as David Harvey clarifies,1 promotes itself using notions of increased "choice" but sustains itself through international war and marginalization of people. This is not an unprecedented occurrence. E.H. Carr's The Twenty Years' Crisis 1919–1939: An Introduction to the Study of International Relations, an early example of political realism that was first published in 1939, discusses how idealism was twisted around into justifications for war and totalitarianism in Europe. For example, "the struggle between classes was coming to seem, even to the workers themselves, less important than the struggle between nations. And the struggle for equality becomes, in accordance with the ordinary laws of political power, indistinguishable from the ordinary struggle for predominance."2 Carr contextualizes this within a political society that ignores conflict, assuming that what is good for one nation is inevitably good for another nation, a process that led politicians to think that dangerous conflicts only occurred between "the civilized and uncivilized" world and were therefore not applicable to Europe.3 While Carr's statements are somewhat Eurocentric, perhaps assuming that conflict is only a concern when it occurs between "civilized Europeans"—his ideas clarify how well intentioned ideas, such as equality, are easily manipulated by political systems. It moreover shows how an ignorance of this manipulation may be used to support totalitarianism and war. Likewise, Hans Morgenthau, another political realist, theorized in 1948 that "appeasement" and national weakness led to the rise of fascism in Europe.4 Thus, realism treats good intentions as not enough to create ethically sound governance, though the prescriptions that realism offers may not always lead away from war.


  There are numerous problems with political realism. As I shall argue later in this book it functions by creating divisions of who can and cannot speak. As others have pointed out, it does not take into account the destructiveness of things it encourages. It encourages national defensiveness and militarization. Phillip Cole's Philosophies of Exclusion: Liberal Political Theory and Immigration (2000) discusses the practice of realism and the liberal nation-state's treatment of immigrants. Realism based on Hobbes's viewpoints, argues that the nation-state can apply the same defensiveness it does to international threats to immigrants because immigration threatens "internal security" and subsequent policy need not be concerned with "morality."5 This furthermore helps the liberal nation-state assume that it is not acting against the principles of liberalism when it represses immigration.6 Neo-realists have encouraged and supported The Bush Doctrine. As I explain in chapter 3, The Bush Doctrine has been largely responsible for fortifying the U.S.-Mexico border and expanding surveillance of both immigrants and non-immigrants. Thus, realism has had many effects both for citizens of the United States and undocumented immigrants. These may be indirect and not always so visible, yet they are damaging. According to James F. Hollifield, there are other manifestations of political realism that are more clearly damaging to immigrants. At one level political realism's priorities demote immigration to "low politics" assuming that only processes and events that create problems for "relations among states" is important.7 This is not to say that realism, especially as practiced politically outside of academia, always ignores immigration. Aristide R. Zolberg's book A Nation by Design: Immigration Policy in the Fashioning of America (2006) explains that realism, as a process practiced in a nation-state's foreign policy, largely attempted to facilitate the acceptance and non-acceptance of refugees—people immigrating because of political persecution—based on national strategies against the refugee's persecutors.8 After the fall of the Berlin Wall, this was strongly challenged.9 Nonetheless, both refugee policy and undocumented immigration policy tend to be dictated by realist assumptions of national interests.10 Thus, political realism directly affects problems that immigrants face, such as heavy handed restrictions and violence from the nation-state. However, this does not clarify whether these problems are simply an unintentional byproduct of realism which is designed to explain war, not immigration.


  Myron Weiner, a political realist that frequently writes about immigration, critiques using someone's identity to deny them immigration status11 while simultaneously arguing that a nation-state must maintain a moral obligation to protect the well-being of its own citizens using borders. Weiner claims that "open borders" would leave national populations vulnerable to violence and impoverished people from other countries.12 He says that it is the right of governments to decide who can enter based on non-identity related factors.13 For Weiner, the presence of nation-states means that immigration is not a "basic human right."14 Embedded in Weiner's arguments are a few assumptions. First, that the nation-state is the only legitimate actor who decides whether immigrants come or stay and what entitlements they are eligible, or not, for. This obscures the role of social movements and media in determining the outcome of immigrant policy. Secondly, Weiner follows the realist assumption of assuming that the nation-state can only have a moral obligation to its citizens, rather than those outside the border. Thirdly, Weiner—though apparently eschewing racist anti-immigration stances—actually assumes that the ethno-racial Other is a security threat, which merges with Samuel Huntington's ideas (discussed later).


  Weiner's work functions by naturalizing a discourse of anti-immigration. Wiener does not simply present his critique as a matter of realist political theory. Rather, anti-immigration stances are portrayed as naturally and evenly occurring in the world. Though he does not utilize quantitative data, his work seems to point toward quantitative methods by layering large amounts of data. In regards to government restrictions on immigration, Weiner says that even though many "scholars" "regard many of these responses in pejorative terms—as discriminatory, chauvinist, racist, and xenophobic—it is essential to recognize that every society, without exception, imposes some limits on who and how many it will admit."15 While Weiner provides a variety of data from different countries to back up his claim, which shows a lot of effort on his part, the data points toward assumptions favoring consensus: if something happens frequently it is considered to be acceptable. For Weiner, this merges back to the priority of the nation-state. Weiner asks "is there an acceptable threshold to migration" and answers" yes. It is not known what the threshold is, but countries obviously differ in their view of what constitutes an acceptable level of migration. It is also known that an acceptable level for a country may change over time."16 Any change in the pattern rests on changes in the nation-state.


  Weiner places this nation-state priority within the realm of conflict. This not only repeats the idea of a dangerous Other immigrating, but it also assumes that migration can only be understood within the terms of impending violence to citizens of a nation state. This is important because once we talk about the threat of international conflict, it often overshadows most other important issues. Weiner emphasizes a "security framework" for understanding migration that "should consider political changes within states as a major determinant of international population flows, both as a cause and as consequence of international conflict."17 Thus, immigration is not analyzable from the perspective of benefits it may bring to citizens. Yet, could this merge back into racism, even if Weiner does not promote racism?


  Other realists have presented realist fears of immigration in ways that do promote racism, or if not that, some form of ethnocentrism. Samuel Huntington's work points to the potential of political realism to clearly and openly support racism and xenophobia and potentially war against nation-states with different cultural backgrounds. While Samuel
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    	Latin America embraced democracy in the 1950s and the United States supported the advent of military dictatorships in the region.


    	Latin American organizations that could have been parallels to the E.U. never materialized thus making it a prime site for authoritarianism.


    	The main position of Latin America is a site of neo-liberalism, and a source of immigrants for the United States.
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    	victims and suffering (including heroism and compensation);


    	retaliation;


    	the war on terrorism;


    	fear;


    	homeland security;


    	surveillance; and


    	the conduct and preparation for the wars with Afghanistan and Iraq.111
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    	immigrants as threat to the national security or integrity of the U.S. nation-state and culture;157


    	immigrants portrayed as biological threats to nation-states;158 and


    	immigrants as fitting into criminal categories depending on their national origin (in Japan).159

  


  

  
    	the media's uncritical reliance on police sources about immigration;160


    	the media's uncritical reliance on military, governmental,161 and think-tank sources;162 and


    	the mass media's capitulation to neo-liberalism in South Africa,163 and to conglomerate ownership by a handful of large corporations in the United States, Europe, and Asia.164 This conglomeration has resulted in a decline of media coverage of important issues.165
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    	Japan's media is "complementary" to American media.


    	Japan's media is influential in Asia (animation).


    	"Cultural conflict" between Japan and the United States is not so important in Tokyo.190
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    	After the end of group directed thought and interpersonal talk about media,206 it often tailors coverage to individuals while simultaneously implementing highly managed, politically directed communication.207


    	Media coverage sometimes predetermines the outcome of court trials.208


    	The media grants authority to "charismatic leaders" rather than knowledgeable leaders.209


    	The media acts as a gatekeeper210 and may determine social movements' tactics.211


    	The media promotes a corporate agendum but not minorities and working peoples' agendum.212


    	The media is largely mediated by capital itself and thus largely to promote the interests of the wealthy, dominant people.213
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