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If you enjoy sitting home watching movies in your PJ’s with a reasonably priced giant bag of popcorn and your favorite beverage, and dislike long analytical reviews when all you want to know is what the movie is about... then hang on to your popcorn because here we go!
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BABY DRIVER (2017) R

Fasten your seat belts for this high octane, extreme action no-dozer! Illegal money extractions, precision reckless driving and a great sound track! Excellent performances by Ansel Elgort, Kevin Spacey, Jon Hamm, Eiza González, Lily James, Jon Bernthal, CJ Jones and Jamie Foxx. Director Edgar Wright.
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THE RESIDENT (2018-2023) TV-14

INTENSE! Be ready for needles and open anything surgeries. What happens in Chastain Memorial stays in Chastain Memorial. Great cast with Bruce Greenwood, Matt Czuchry and Manish Dayal. Outstanding performance by  Malcolm-Jamal Warner as the very egotistical but highly skilled surgeon. 
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NOBODY (2021) R

Bob Odenkirk never fails to deliver, Breaking Bad, Better Call Saul and now Nobody. But be prepared, this character is quite different from Saul Goodman. Not psychologically, but most certainly physically. Excellent soundtrack and Christopher Lloyd is great as the father. Aleksey Serebryakov plays the bad guy everyone loves to hate with perfection. Have to recalculate 204 days without an accident. Great cast with Director Ilya Naishuller.
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INVENTING ANNA (2022) TV-MA

True story (except for the parts that were made up) of Anna Delvey who conned New York’s social elite out of their money. First noticed Julia Garner in the Netflix series Ozark where she played a very convincing, street-smart trailer dweller from the hills of the Missouri Ozarks. Here she plays the Russian born, German Heiress and con artist, Anna Delvey, with total conviction and a compelling accent which again proves her to be one hell of a talented actress! Also excellent performances by Anna Chlumsky and Arian Moayed. Creator Shonda Rhimes.  
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COP SHOP (2021) R

Holy twists and turns. Action ladened and bullet ridden... who is really the psychopath? Excellent cast playing their characters to the hilt! ~ Frank Grillo, Gerard Butler, a scary Toby Huss and a beautifully understated yet strong Alexis Louder. Director Joe Carnahan 
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BLOOD RED SKY (2021) TV-MA

If you watch this on Netflix and only speak English you may want to have the audio on English or English 5.1. Then hang on to your teeth because, holy crap, this is not your father’s hijacking. Not having read anything about this film I didn’t know what to expect and was pleasantly horrified. Fast moving and a no-dozer. ~ Great cast with German actress Peri Baumeister giving a blood curdling yet sympathethic performance. Director PeterThorwarth
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MAN ON A LEDGE (2012) PG-13

Fast moving and keeps you on the edge or ledge. Cop (Sam Worthington) sentenced to prison escapes, checks into a New York hotel and threatens to jump from the ledge of his hotel room. Police shrink (Elizabeth Banks) is called in to talk him back in. ~ Excellent cast with Ed Harris, Jamie Bell, Genesis Rodriguez, Anthony Mackie, Edward Burns, Titus Welliver, William Sadler. Director Asger Leth.
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THE LEFTOVERS (2014) TV-MA

Two per cent of the global population disappears and those left behind, the leftovers, try to cope with the loss of loved ones. Although there is a religious implication, it is not a religious or preaching series but rather an interesting fantasy mystery. It let’s the viewers draw their own conclusions. I thought it was a well done series of three seasons with very talented actors giving more than 100%. ~ Warner Bros. Television and HBO.  
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Z NATION (2014 -) TV-14

I needed my zombie fix while waiting for the new season of TWD, so I decided to check out this Syfy series. The premise is the same as TWD, with a group of survivors trying to survive the zombie apocalypse, but with a few twists that makes this series stand on its own. This group of eclectics is on a mission to bring a possible cure to the zombie virus, in the form of a human who actually survived zombie bites, to a laboratory in California. They are guided on their journey from upstate New York with the aid of Citizen Z, a radio operator, who is stationed somewhere in the Arctic Circle. This series combines humor with some fast moving zombies ~ Excellent cast ~ Creators Craig Engler and Karl Schaefer. Syfy and Netflix.
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THE FEAR (2012) 

A guilt ridden London mob boss, Richie Beckett (Peter Mullan), has late stage Alzheimer’s which makes him even more dangerous and unpredictable than the Serbian mob who wants to move in on his territory. Throw in a decapitated Serbian prostitute and things get even more confusing. ~ Director Michael Samuels.
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DRAGON BLADE (2015) R

A defecting Roman legion led by Lucius (John Cusack) teams up with Hun-Chinese captain Huo An (Jackie Chan) to battle the corrupt Roman commander Tiberius (Adrien Brody) who wants to take control of the Silk Road. May have to read some subtitles but good battle scenes. ~ Director Daniel Lee.
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I DON’T FEEL AT HOME IN THIS WORLD ANYMORE (2017) 

Ruth (Melanie Lynskey) is a depressed woman who feels out of place in a world without manners... until someone burglarizes her home. The cops are no help so she decides to take matters into her own hands with the aide of her neighbor, Tony (Elijah Wood). Well done neo-noir comedy crime film. ~ Director Macon Blair.
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IN ORDER OF DISAPPEARANCE (2014) R

Entertaining Norwegian film with Stellan Skarsgård seeking revenge for the accidental murder of his son by the Norwegian mob looking for their missing cocaine. What... there’s not enough snow in Norway? The Albanian mob get involved... or are they Serbs... when their mob boss Papa (Bruno Ganz) wants revenge for the killing of his son by the Norwegian mob boss, Greven (Pål Sverre Hagen) who is somewhat deranged. ~ Director Hans Petter Moland
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DOG EAT DOG (2016) NOT RATED

Very dark crime drama with Nicolas Cage, Willem Dafoe and Christopher Matthew Cook as three hapless thugs who are hired to kidnap a mobster’s child for another rival mobster. Cage is the mastermind, Dafoe is the madman and Cook is the muscle. They each have two strikes against them so they ain’t gonna go down easy.  ~ Director Paul Schrader.
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JANE GOT A GUN (2016) R

Natalie Portman as Jane Hammond takes a stand against a gang led by John Bishop (Ewan McGregor) that wants to kill her outlaw husband (Noah Emmerich). She enlists the aid of her ex-lover and Civil War Veteran Dan Frost (Joel Edgerton). Great storyline that goes well with the action. ~ Director Gavin O’Connor.

[image: London Has Fallen Poster]

LONDON HAS FALLEN (2016) R

Mike Banning (Gerard Butler) really, really really hates terrorists. All the world leaders attend the funeral of the Prime Minister of London. Hmmm, does anyone see any possible security issues? Mike Banning is the President’s personal Secret Service body guard for this fast moving action film.  ~ Aaron Eckhart, Morgan Freeman, Angela Bassett, Waleed Zuaiter. Director Babak Najafi.
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WAFFLE STREET (2015) NR

Feel good movie based on a true story about hedge fund financier, James Adams.(James Lafferty) who becomes disillusioned with Wall Street after he was fired from an unscrupulous firm. He wants to get back to basics so he tries his hand as a food server at an all night chicken and waffles diner. Grill cook Edward Collins (Danny Glover) teaches him about life and common sense, things Adams didn’t get with his MBA degree. Always great to see Danny Glover. ~ Directors Eshom Nelms, Ian Nelms.
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CLEAR HISTORY (2013) TV-MA

Larry David is a PR man at a start up electric car company. He has shares in the company owned by Will Haney (Jon Hamm) and decides to let the boss buy him out over a disagreement about the name of the car. A decision that costs him a billion dollars when the car is very sucessful. He becomes a public joke and goes into hiding and seclusion at Martha’s Vineyard. ~ Director Greg Mattola.
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THE AMERICAN SIDE (2016) 

Good film noir. Charlie Paczynski (Greg Stuhr) is a somewhat unscrupulous private detective who stumbles into a conspiracy to find the other half of an unknown Nikola Tesla invention that could be used for good or bad. ~ Alicja Bachleda, Camilla Belle, Matthew Broderick, Robert Forster, Janeane Garofalo, Grant Shaud, Robert Vaughn. Director Jenna Ricker.
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HYENA ROAD (2015) R

“It’s not one war, it’s a whole bunch of different wars.” That line sums up the war in Afghanistan as it is seen and fought through the eyes of these Canadian soldiers. Good film with excellent actors. ~ Director Paul Gross.

[image: Stranger Things Poster]

STRANGER THINGS (2016) TV-14

Stranger things lurk on the other side of this dimension. It’s the early 1980s in the small mid-western town of Hawkins where a young boy seems to disappear into thin and murky air. His mother, Winona Ryder, hears his voice through Christmas lights and walls. She seems crazy but may be the only sane person in town. His school buddies run into Eleven (Millie Bobby Brown) who has a strange name and even stranger paranormal powers and together they try to find their missing friend while dodging the industrial military complex led by Matthew Modine. Great scary and strange fun by all the actors. ~ Series creators the Duffer Brothers for Netflix. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY: RESURGENCE (2016) PG-13

Twenty years later with bigger weapons and badder bad guys. We get to see how some of the original characters have been doing and how the world has progressed since the last alien encounter. ~ Director Roland Emmerich.
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FREE STATE OF JONES (2016) R

Alright... Newton Knight (Matthew McConaughey) is a Confederate Medic during the American Civil War who sees too much blood and guts but none belonging to the plantations owners who want others to do the fighting so they can keep their free labor (slaves). Knight deserts and forms his own Free State of Jones in Jones county Mississippi which secedes from the Confederacy. The populations consists of Confederate deserters, free slaves and women who must now ban together to fight the local Confederate government. Based on a true story with flash forwards to the 1960s, it depicts a fact that may be overlooked... that there were southern people who did not subscribe to the concept of slavery. ~ Gugu Mbatha-Raw, Mahershala Ali, Keri Russell, Christopher Berry, Sean Bridgers - Director Gary Ross.
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OZ (1997-2003) TV-MA

Dicks and shanks, expect to see them in every episode. Not judging, just warning. Oz is Oswald State penitentiary and Emerald city or Em is a section of Oz that is dedicated to trying progressive living conditions for the prisoners. The cells are now pods with glass walls instead of bars, the inmates can wear civilian clothes, the food seems to be a bit better and psychologists, priests, nuns and doctors are all available to the inmates. So it’s baffling why the Muslims, the Aryans, the bikers, the Irish, the Sicilians, the Latinos, the gangstas, the gays and some crazed correction officers just can’t get along in such close proximity. Well done series of six seasons and 56 episodes and you’re going to enjoy seeing some of your favorite actors from other shows in very different roles. ~ Creator Tom Fontana for HBO.
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MAPS to the STARS (2014) R

I love it when Hollywood does a movie about Hollywood because they almost always get it right. How the quest for stardom can cause neurosis. Julianne Moore, as Havana Segrand, is sexy, neurotic, adorable and tragic. John Cusack, as Dr. Stafford Weiss, plays a great con man selling self help coaching. Yes, all your stress is in the back of
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