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Readers’ Comments for the Bond of Brothers Series of Thrillers

 

“Saniscalchi’s narrative style in Magnanotron: A Bond of Brothers Thriller echoes the essence of an action-packed film reminiscent of G.I. Joe: Rise of Cobra or the Mission Impossible series. The use of cutting-edge technology and vivid action sequences gives the book a cinematic quality, making it feel like a leap from a Hollywood script. The characters are crafted with depth and dynamism, and their interactions, enriched by a history of shared experiences, add authenticity to their relationships.” 

 

“In Magnanotron, Robert J. Saniscalchi creates the ideal weapon for a futuristic society. Well-developed characters and origin stories captivate the reader in this work. He abandons the cloak-and-dagger method of most espionage novels in favor of a straightforward description of their motivations.”

 

“From the first chapter, Magnanotron: The Evolution throws you right back into the intensity of Saniscalchi’s military world. As a fan of the original Russia Affair, I was eager to see where the story would go next, and it absolutely delivers.”

 

“Black Water is a military thriller by Robert J. Saniscalchi. I thought the story could have been taken from today’s news. China is planning a terrorist attack on the water in the U.S. I found the story to be fast-paced and realistic.”

 

“Bond of Brothers: Danger Close is fast and fun... A well-plotted yarn. High action, breakneck pacing and political intrigue mark Saniscalchi’s latest. The action is almost nonstop, with bodies galore and nice twists, right to the end.”
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Dedication

 

This story is dedicated to the men and women of the U.S. military, our veterans and all aspects of law enforcement. God bless those who serve to protect our freedom and keep us safe from harm. 

 


 

Preface

 

Since the astonishing inception of Magnanotron and the subsequent Evolution into a dual shielding-and-cloaking device, brilliant scientists Peter Androvski and Darious Patel have been deep into the research and implementation of various related scientific projects. The coffee and donuts are flowing, and the delicate, complex work with Magnanotron and other exciting projects is underway with vigor. The Devcom research facility in Maryland has been expanded and modernized into a sprawling, high-tech complex. Security is locked tight, the U.S. Army is on permanent station, and cameras and motion detectors are everywhere.

Androvski and Patel have been busy. Magnanotron shielding is now protecting itself, in the main research lab and critical-data file areas at Devcom. If a security alarm is detected or activated, the arcing, luminescent, impenetrable blue dome of power comes to life and protects these areas. 

The White House is next in line. It will be more complicated and delicate to accomplish, but Peter and Darious are working it out.

The wise decision to keep all work done outside of Devcom in the hands of the very best of the military or the intelligence community has been critical in keeping Magnanotron safe and secure. Under the capable leadership of Defense Secretary Tony Hogerbee, Special Forces Commander Ryan A. Thompson and FBI Director Rob Tanner, the Magnanotron program has been carefully organized and planned. 

On the ground side of things, there is the original Special Forces Team Delta, with Sergeant Major Tex Larson in command and a new addition to the teams: Special Forces Team Sigma. The Navy has Seal Team Bravo and the Marine Spec Ops team is Tango. All units have been fully trained and added to the mix.

With Tex Larson in the lead, Teams Delta and Sigma have started to implement Magnanotron training at Fort Bragg, on a long list of top-rated Special Forces individuals from Tango. These assets will eventually strengthen the teams. 

As in the past, the bond of Commander Ryan, Jason Patrick and the brothers in arms continues. However, there is another bond that has been forming: it is the bond formed over the years of those in high office, from President Jameson and his cabinet to the vast intelligence community, and FBI Director Rob Tanner. Everyone works together, to answer the call to protect and serve, as our story unfolds.

At President Jameson’s orders, the war on the cartel, its illegal cohorts in MS-13 and the Mexican mafia, is in its fourth year. Nonetheless, profits are high. China is the head of the snake: they make money producing high-grade fentanyl and methamphetamines, though they deny it to the end. The cartel distributes by water and from secret locations, afforded by four years of open borders. The going has been complicated and tough, but much progress has been made, and America is a better, safer place for it. 

For now, Tex Larson has overall command of all Magnanotron units: forty-two elite troops, ready at a moment’s notice. One would think they didn’t make much of a difference, but with Magnanotron shielding and Evolution cloaking, they have indeed proven a formidable force to be reckoned with. Another critical part of the Magnanotron program has been the development of assistance and support for those who work with, witness or come into contact with the forcefield phenomenon that is Magnanotron. 

On the public side, there is a select group of scientists and their assistants who are involved in the Magnanotron testing and related installations at Devcom. These highly skilled individuals do not have access to critical security data or possess working knowledge of Magnanotron, but they have seen and felt the effect of its awesome power. This select group is monitored and given support for any emotional and stress-related issues that may arise. For now, nothing too serious is going on with the people at Devcom or the troops in the field.

Under the direction of Secretary of Defense Tony Hogerbee, Commander Ryan started an evaluation and assessment program of all Special Forces, Army and Navy personnel associated with Magnanotron. Delta and Bravo Teams were looked at carefully, and most were positive about the new technology. It was learned that, at first, even though shielded, most men relied on their instincts and training to keep them safe, but over time, as the shielding went into battle with them, trust was placed in Magnanotron. In fact, the boots on the ground were relieved to have Magnanotron on their side in battle. The one feedback item that stood out most was that some feared it would stop working when the bullets started flying.

On the Navy side of things, the destroyer USS Zumwalt went through a weapons upgrade, including the installation and fine-tuning of the latest dual-ability Magnanotron shielding. And an advanced Sea Stallion attack helicopter stationed on board the Zumwalt is now fully equipped with the new Magnanotron shielding. 

At Nellis Air Force Base , in Nevada, a prototype of a new, highly advanced fighter jet is under construction by a hand-picked assembly crew from Boeing, under the direction of the brilliant scientist Darious Patel. It will take time and patience to assemble the prototype, and get the new Magnanotron shielding and cloaking integrated into the fighter jet’s main control system. The new fighter jets will eventually be deployed on the Navy’s aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald Ford.

On the technical side of things, in the field, a select group of Army soldiers has been handpicked by Capcom and Fort Bragg Commander Jason Patrick; experienced electricians and mechanics at U.S. Army Technician 5th Grade or higher were selected. These men and women are responsible for all the hands-on, Magnanotron-related work. The technicians have received extensive and ongoing training at Devcom for the associated Magnanotron shield installations.

On the political and human side of things, an outcry against Iran was heard from the world community after the Iranian nuke exploded on the northern tip of the Red Sea. Russia was condemned for its part in selling the Iranians the supersonic ballistic missiles. Many civilians have been relocated away from the nuclear impact zone and fallout areas. During the past years, America and other countries have been working and investing in Egypt and Saudi Arabia. New housing, jobs and support have helped make a difference for victims living along the northern Red Sea.

Iran’s economy was hit hard by the destruction of its leadership infrastructure. Some oil-production facilities were hit during the nuclear crisis. The site where the atomic bombs were made and its related reactor were destroyed. It will take Iran years to get back to full oil production. The re-emergence of America as a major oil and gas producer has more than filled the gaps, cutting deep into Russia’s oil profits, as well.

 


 

Chapter 1

Fear and Discovery

 

At the White House, President Jameson was well into his second term. He had won the election soundly on his “America Safe” and comprehensive “For the People” agendas. 

It was late at night and Jameson was in bed, but he couldn’t seem to fall asleep. He quietly got up and went for his private stock; entering the den, he poured himself two fingers neat of his favorite aged bourbon. Glass in hand, Jameson sat back in his chair, thinking about a quiet, peaceful life outside the White House. 

The weight and responsibility of the Magnanotron secret had been a heavy one for him to carry. Added to that, Jameson could not soon forget the memories of the emotional rollercoasters that were Black Water, the Russia Affair and the nuclear-crazy Iranians.

Of all the people involved with Magnanotron, it was Jameson himself who had been most affected by it. He’d had dreams of war, death and disasters… of the Chinese or the Russians stealing Magnanotron, glowing blue and swarming over Asia and Europe. He had decided to spend time at Devcom and talk with the scientists. He believed that, if he could see Magnanotron again, understand more of the science, it would help ease his fear.

Jameson sipped his drink, thinking: The dreams do come less often now. The time spent talking with his loving wife and his therapist had helped with his nighttime bouts of fear. But still there was a creeping fear that, somehow, mistakes would happen, that Magnanotron would fall into the hands of evil, and that he would be held responsible. 

The people need me now… but another year or so and I’m done, he said to himself, as he drained his glass of the warming liquid and headed to bed.

 

***

 

In Iran, some interesting photos had come to the attention of a top terrorist leader and passed up the grapevine. Eventually, the shocking pictures were handed over to government officials. The photos were taken during the attack on the atomic-armed missiles at the launch site in Iran, by one of the terrorists who ran for his life; he hid in the cover, watching from a distance with his cell phone. The operative took the pics at the sight of Delta storming the base in full Magnanotron shielding. After some intense deliberation by Iran’s “Chosen Group”, they agreed that the Americans had discovered some kind of new, high-tech battle gear.

Desperate for money to finish rebuilding their bombed-out facilities, it was decided by the new Supreme Leader of Iran – a Mr. Ifstal Jindka – to offer the photos for sale to their main contact in the drug business: a leading Chinese fentanyl supplier. Word was passed on, and Chinese officials paid a tidy sum into a specified offshore account, to get their hands on the pictures and any available intel on Magnanotron.

In Beijing, Premier Lu Cho was now with his Defense Council, going over the newly acquired pictures of the Americans in blue shielding. Since the Russia Affair, and through some intense digging and bribing, China had picked up on Magnanotron. 

Lu Cho turned to his top general, Kin Foo. “You see this?” He stood there, looking at Kin Foo and pointing at the men in blue. “Why do we not have this… this shielding?” His face tightened. “All I get from you and your scientists is failure after failure!”

“We are trying, Your Excellency. Now that we have the pictures, it may help,” Kin Foo said, nervously. “The… the team reports that they are close to replicating the shielding, sir.”

Lu Cho frowned again. “How many times have you and your scientists said that to me? I need results!”

China had spent millions and brought in their very best people, but they were unable to break the intricate nano-chemo-electro-magnetic science that was Magnanotron. In their testing labs, one of the scientists was severely electrocuted, and some of their test animals met with an early end.

The premier’s meeting went on. It was decided to send in their best operatives, use the photos and make a video to expose the American threat – make it seem as though the evil Americans would stop at nothing to gain world power and control. There was hope that, with Magnanotron exposed, the Americans would make a mistake, and China could at last have a chance at stealing the precious technology.

Another meeting of top Chinese intelligence officials took place. The pictures and a video were passed on to their intelligence spy network in America. Before long, a series of photos and a video were leaked to Fox News. It was not long until the news hit all the big networks. America and the world had their first look at the miracle that was Magnanotron. Pictures of Delta’s assault, their bodies wrapped in the arcs of the blue, luminescent light that is Magnanotron shielding, became front-page network news. The New York Post wrote: “THE AGE OF MAGNANOTRON IS HERE!” Pictures of U.S. Special Forces stormed the missile site in Iran on the front cover.

The network stations and internet now had the video, which was falsely themed on American aggression and world dominance.

 


 

Chapter 2

The Gang is All Here

 

At the White House, early on a cold, gray December morning, President Jameson finished watching the news and called for a top-level meeting, to address the tons of questions and false accusations flying around about Magnanotron. Chief of Staff General Stanis and Special Forces Commander Ryan Thomas were at the Pentagon, in the general’s office, reading the big news and going over an Intel report on Magnanotron, when they got word that the president had called for a meeting at the White House; they were to report to the Situation Room today at four p.m.

Before leaving to prepare for the meeting, Ryan smiled at his friend. “Well, sir, we knew it was coming sooner or later.”

Stanis smiled. “The president sounds upset. I say we do our best to calm him down. Magnanotron is ours and it’s going to stay that way.”

 

***

 

At Fort Bragg, Base Commander Lieutenant General Jason Patrick was in a Cen-Com meeting with Sergeant Major Tex Larson and the Delta Team. Specialists Jorge Morales, Kevin McDonough, Jimmy Dudash, Blair Crouse, Thomas Blacknal and Robert Calibari rounded out the team. Everyone was seated around a large, glass-and-oakwood table, with a large, digital display screen hanging over one end of it.

Jason smiled and stood up, with the front cover of a major newspaper showing a picture of Delta’s assault in Iran, and smiled as he looked at his men. “Here it is, gentlemen. The cat is out of the bag.” He pointed as the picture appeared on the display. “I bet you guys think you’re famous now, or something?”

“How in the hell did they get that picture? We took everyone down on the hit,” Thomas Blacknal asked.

“Yeah, me and Thomas checked that entire perimeter when we finished up,” Jimmy Dudash added.

“You missed one, my friends,” Tex replied. “Looks like a jihadi had a camera or cell phone. Must have run or been hiding out on us in a hole.”

Jason smiled and took his seat. “It’s big news: Special Forces and Magnanotron. But, to be honest, I’m not too concerned about our identity. Emma asked me this morning if it was, in fact, Delta, as she looked over the front-cover picture. Just think, she has seen all of us a few times, yet she had to ask. With the shield arcing, the low light and distance, it affected the quality of the pictures.” Jason pointed at the front page: “You can see most of the uniforms and some details – some will recognize it as U.S. Special Forces – but with your helmets and headsets on, there is not enough to identify us as a unit or personally.”

“You’re right, boss,” Tex added, smiling. “We just like to think about being famous.”

The room filled with chatter, and some laughing and joking going on, until Jason stood up. “Okay. Alright, men, time to get serious… Let’s all be clear: the rule on this – and it comes from the top – is that anyone on the outside asks, you know nothing… nothing more than it was just some Army guys.”

“Agreed, sir,” Tex added, as he looked over his team. “We’re not in the business of being famous, sir.”

“Good thing,” Jason added, as Delta was leaving. “Let’s keep it that way. 

“Oh, and when Ryan called, he hinted there may be something – possibly a mission in the works for us.”

“I can use the up-time. Been getting lazy around here,” Blair replied with a smile.

“We will get things in order, sir, and be ready for it,” Tex added as the team was leaving.

Jason watched his team. The feeling of the excitement of boots on the ground, the coming of the mission… he missed that.

 

***

 

At the White House, Special Forces Commander Ryan and Joint Chief General Stanis arrived on time, and were escorted to the newly remodeled Situation Room. Secretary of Defense Tony Hogerbee, Vice President Vantz and President Jameson greeted them, and everyone had a seat. Secretary of State Walter Beck lowered his head as he came through the doorway and took his seat. 

Jameson smiled at Walter. “Damn, Walt, you grow another inch, or what?”

“Me? No, sir, I think it’s these new shoes,” Walter replied. That kicked off some laughing and joking. It helped ease the tension.

Jameson sipped his coffee and stood before a large display screen, as a video came
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