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Introduction

Welcome to the whimsical world of amigurumi dogs!

I’m Elisabeth, creator of Starland Crochet. My crochet adventures began in 2011, when I saw a basket of amigurumi puppies advertised in a dog magazine. I was captivated by the charm of the little crochet pups. Could I re-create my favorite breeds using only a simple hook and a ball of yarn? The possibilities seemed endless. With my first amigurumi dog, I was hooked.

The patterns in this book are designed to celebrate the special characteristics of each breed—the exuberance of the Border Collie, the sweetness of the Golden Retriever, the self-assurance of the Scottish Terrier. You will find that many breeds share similar features, which will be a guide to creating your very own breeds. Feel free to experiment with the patterns. Every dog is different, and every dog is special, whether it is a precious purebred, a cute crossbreed, or a marvelous mutt.

I hope you’ll have a tail-wagging time crocheting the special dogs in your life.
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Materials and Tools

YARN

The dogs in this book are made with 4-ply medium/worsted yarn. You can use acrylic, cotton, or wool. A larger yarn size will produce a bigger dog, while a smaller yarn will produce a little dog.

CROCHET HOOKS

Like yarn, the size of the hook influences how big your dog will be. Larger hooks make for larger dogs. You generally want to use a hook several sizes smaller than the size your yarn recommends. For dogs made with #4 medium weight yarn, I use a size 2.5 mm crochet hook.

STITCH MARKER

This is a small plastic or metal clip used to mark the beginning of your rounds. It is also used to keep count of your stitches. Place it on the first stitch in each round.

STUFFING

Polyester fiberfill is the best stuffing for these pups. Be careful not to overstuff, or the stitches will stretch, and you will see the holes.


[image: frn_fig_011]


[image: frn_fig_012]

SEWING

Always leave a tail of yarn on each crochet part you make. Use a metal yarn needle to sew. It is best to pin the parts before you sew so that you can adjust and position them as you prefer.

EYES AND NOSES

Safety eyes and safety noses are readily available in craft shops. Be careful when placing them! Once you put the washers on, you will not be able to remove them. If the toy is intended for very young children, you should embroider the eyes and nose.

BRUSH

A soft brush is recommended for fluffing any cut loops—essential for a fluffy pup!

EXTRA CRAFT MATERIALS

Keep craft glue on hand for gluing loose pieces. Try using uncooked rice for weight, pipe cleaners for curly tails, sequins or buttons for decorative collars . . . use those extra craft materials to make your dog special.




Important Things to Know

Skill Level

The easiest dogs are the ones with no loops or color changes. If you are new to crochet, work on the simpler patterns before tackling the advanced ones.

Pattern Structure

The patterns in this book are either worked into chains or worked in rounds. When working rounds, the piece is crocheted in continuous spirals, which can lead to the work “twisting” or becoming off-center. The patterns in this book are written to minimize this effect by adding stitches as needed or by moving the stitch marker.

Basic Crochet Stitches

CHAIN (CH)

Place a slipknot on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook from back to front, then pull through the loop already on the hook (one chain made). Repeat these steps to create a foundation chain.

SINGLE CROCHET (SC)

This is the most used stitch in this book. Insert the hook into the next stitch and wrap the yarn over the hook from back to front. Pull the yarn through the stitch so there are two loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and pull through both loops.

SLIP STITCH (SL ST)

Insert the hook into the next stitch. Wrap yarn over the hook from back to front and pull through the stitch and the loop already on the hook.

HALF DOUBLE CROCHET (HDC)

When starting a row of half double crochet, work two chain stitches for height. Wrap the yarn over the hook from back to front, then insert the hook into the stitch. Wrap yarn over the hook and pull through the stitch. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and pull through all three loops on the hook.

DOUBLE CROCHET (DC)

When starting a row of double crochet, work three chain stitches for height. Wrap yarn over the hook from back to front, then insert the hook through the stitch. Wrap the yarn around the hook, then pull through the stitch. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and pull through the first two loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook once more and pull through the remaining two loops.

INCREASE (INC)

Work two single crochet stitches into the next stitch.

INVISIBLE DECREASE (DEC)

This method will make your decrease stitches blend into the row, resulting in a more even surface. Insert the hook into the front loop of the next stitch. Then insert the hook into the front loop of the second stitch. Wrap the yarn over the hook and pull through the first two loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and pull through the remaining two loops.

LOOP STITCH (LOOP)

This stitch is used to make your dog fluffy. Wrap the yarn around your finger, measuring out the length of the loop as indicated by the pattern. Most loops will be the circumference of one finger.

1. Keeping the current loop on your hook, pull out a length of yarn and place it in front of your hook.
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2. Holding this loop securely, insert the hook through the next stitch, wrap the yarn over the hook and pull through the stitch.
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3. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and pull through the two loops on the hook, locking the loop stitch in place.
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MAGIC CIRCLE

This is how you begin your rounds. Begin by crossing the yarn to form a loop. Insert the hook and pull a loop through, but do not let the circle close. Wrap the yarn over the hook and pull through the loop on the hook. Insert the hook into the loop and underneath the yarn tail. Wrap the yarn over the hook and pull through. Wrap the yarn over again and draw through both loops on the hook. You have now made a single crochet. Crochet as many stitches as the pattern indicates, working in the same way over the circle and the yarn tail. Now pull the yarn tail to close the center of the circle. You begin the second round by crocheting into the first single crochet stitch of the Magic Circle. Use a stitch marker to remember your starting place.

CROCHET AROUND FOUNDATION CHAIN

For some oval shapes, you work around a foundation chain instead of a magic circle. Crochet a foundation chain with as many chains as the pattern indicates. Skip the first chain on the hook and work a single crochet stitch into the next chain stitch. Work your stitches into each chain as indicated in the pattern. The last stitch is usually an increase. Now turn your chain to work the underside of the stitches. Work your stitches into each chain across. Your last stitch will be in the first stitch you made. You can now work in the round.

INVISIBLE COLOR CHANGE

When switching yarn colors, begin one stitch before the color change. Make the stitch as usual, but do not pull the final yarn through. Instead, wrap the new yarn over your hook and pull it through the remaining loops.

FASTENING OFF

When you have completed a crochet piece, cut the yarn with a long tail for sewing. Pull the yarn all the way through the last stitch. This is known as a finishing knot.

Sewing the Pieces Together

Here is a step-by-step guide to sewing your dog together. I recommend that you pin your pup ahead of time so you can adjust each part.

1. Sew the Head onto the Body.
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2. Sew the muzzle onto the Head.
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3. Sew the ears onto the head.
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4. Sew the front legs onto the body.
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5. Sew the back legs onto the body.
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6. Sew the tail onto the body.
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7. Work any extra details required for each specific pattern.
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Sewing Spots

Thread the spot color through the needle and weave it between stitches. Tie a knot as close to the crochet surface as possible. Then insert the needle through the same stitch and pull through. Do not pull too tightly, or the knot will disappear into the stitches. Make as many or as few as you prefer.
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Loop Ears and Tails

Using several fingers or a piece of cardboard, wrap yarn 10 to 15 times around and secure with a knot at the top. These loops can be cut after sewing to the dog. Make long loops for ears and short loops for tails.
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Embroidering Facial Details

Use black yarn to embroider closed
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