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At first, blogging used to be a personal web log where someone would write about their day. “Blog” came from the term “web log”.  Some entrepreneurs saw that having a blog opened a marketing opportunity and that is how blogging took off. Apart from marketing, a blog can also be a business. There are numerous people who have no idea what the difference between a blog and a website is. This can be partly attributed to the fact that most enterprises use both and merge them into one web presence. However, a blog is not like a traditional website and there are two of its features that prove this: Blogs require to be updated frequently. New content in a blog is added a few times a week. Blogs engage the reader. They usually have a comment section where readers can interact with the blogger and other readers. Entrepreneurs have resorted to blogging for several reasons: Search engines favor new content. Blogging is a useful tool for SEO (search engine optimization). Blogging lets you keep your clients and customers updated on what is happening with your business; you can tell them about any new deals and offer them tips. With a blog you can nurture rapport and trust with your potential customers. As you show off how knowledgeable you are, you build credibility. Blogs can be a source of income. There are many ways through which you can make money from your blog such as affiliate products and advertising. Blogging is portable and flexible, making it perfect for lifestyle entrepreneurs. Blogging is a source of income and a powerful marketing tool—that is what makes it popular. However, it is not all unicorns and rainbows. Before you decide that blogging is for you, consider the downsides below: Blogging can be time consuming. You must update it regularly for it to be engaging to readers and effective at SEO. You need to have ideas if you want to write regularly. Nonetheless, you can hire freelancers or allow guest writers. There is another option of buying PLR (private label right) content and tweaking it to suit your post. You will not see immediate results. Initially, you will not make as much. You must build momentum and readership. Blogs are affordable and easy to start. You only need to follow these simple steps: Set up the blog: you can choose a free option (Blogger or WordPress) but it is best to invest in hosting and a domain name. Add content: have a schedule for creating and posting articles. A content calendar would be very helpful. Market: marketing will contribute to the success of your blog. Find a way to reach your target market either through an email list, social media, or other bloggers. Add income streams: try out affiliate marketing or feed ad networks like Google AdSense. 
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Chapter 1

How to Make Money with Your Blog
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Everyone needs some extra cash. People often say that blogging is an easy way of making money. But how do you do this? Once you have set up the blog, what next? Your blog is not a get-rich-quick scheme. But it is a good way of making money. Read on to find out how. Monetize with CPM or CPC Ads

Placing ads on a website is the most common mode of making money for bloggers. Most ads fall into one of two popular categories: CPC/PPC ads: pay per click or cost per click ads are in form of banners placed on your sidebar or in your content. You get paid every time a visitor clicks on the ad. CPM ads: these are “cost per 1000 impressions” ads. You are paid a fixed a fixed amount depending on the number of people that view the ad. Google AdSense is the most well-known program for these kinds of ads. Others include Media.net, Infolinks, and Chitika.

When it comes to placing ads, you don’t have to work with advertising programs. If your blog receives a lot of traffic, advertisers will start reaching out to you asking you to sell ads. You can also find the advertisers yourself. This is better than using networks because you get to cut out the middleman. 

Affiliate Links in Content

This is how affiliate marketing works:

	A seller or advertiser wants to sell a product.

	The two of you agree that if you help them sell it, you will get a commission. 

	You are given a unique link (it will be used to track your affiliate code).

	You then place the link on your site. 

	If someone clicks through and buys the product, you get a percentage of the full price. 


Amazon Associates is a good place to start.

Sell Digital Products

Selling your own digital products is also another great idea. The products can include:

	Themes

	Plugins

	Apps

	Music

	Video

	Images

	Online courses

	eBooks


Before you get into this, make sure your readers need the product. Don’t just assume. It is wise to know and understand your visitors first, then make a product that solves their problem. You can make money by selling physical products as well. This involves using your blog for content marketing and drive readers to your actual business website. Sell anything from manufactured products to handmade goods. Another way of making money is by selling memberships to special areas of your website. If you have a career blog, for instance, you could charge a monthly fee for readers to access your job board. The exclusive membership must be something valuable. Don’t sell a service that they can get for free elsewhere. If your blog is popular and the content is great, people will recognize you as a guru in the niche (whatever you are blogging on). People may then start approaching you for opportunities in the industry. 
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Chapter 2

How to Find a Blogging Niche
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Before you start your new blog, you need to find a niche. 

Going Too Broad

This is one of the most common mistakes that beginners make—going for a broad niche. Many times, people fear to go too narrow when starting out. They believe that if their focus is broad, they will attract more visitors. However, that is not true. If your niche is too broad, you will have a hard time pulling search engine traffic. 

Why Beginner Bloggers Give Up

Here is what may make a beginner give up: They choose a broad topic. It fails to gain traction with search engines. The beginner is discouraged and gives up. If you choose a narrow topic, you will soon become an expert. Google uses the Hummingbird algorithm which gives an advantage to websites that cover a topic well. A smaller field has less topics to cover and less competition. Humans, just like search engines, love narrow niches. If they find specifically what they are looking for, they will establish a strong bond with your site. What Exactly Is a Blogging Niche? It is a niche that attracts a subset of a larger market. Check out these examples: 

Travel > Frugal Travel

Gardening > Cold Climate Gardening

Fitness > Fitness for Nerds

Getting Niche Ideas

An online research tool is useful when it comes to getting niche ideas. An example is the Keyword Niche Finder by Wordstream. You get the first 30 searches free. Key in your head or main keyword and explore the longtail







	Overall trends – use Google Trends (it is free)

	Keyword competition

	Search volume




	Rand Fishkin’s Method 

	Brian Clark’s Method
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