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‘…Idols are meant to be destroyed’
 
From the 1961 essay ‘Alas, Poor Richard’ 
by James Baldwin
 

 

 
Characters 
 
1 DAVID, late thirties, mixed race
 
2 KING, mid- to late thirties, black or mixed race 
CRAW, a superhero
 
3 SYD, mid- to late thirties, mixed race 
ZENDAYA, a superhero 
HOST, mid-thirties, mixed race
 
4 RAHEEM, mid- to late thirties, black
 
5 KWEKU, mid-fifties, black
 
6 STEVEN, late thirties, white 
SELLAPATH, a superhero 
ROOM SERVICE, mid-thirties, white 
INTERVIEWER, late thirties, white
 
7 JACKSON, mid-twenties, white 
TWINK, late twenties, white
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ACT ONE 
 
Scene One
 
RAHEEM Chris O’Donnell. Chris O’Donnell in Batman Forever made me a fag.
 
SYD What’s up?
 
RAHEEM I wanted him to do very bad things.
 
KING He said you never touch me the way you touched Raheem, then he left.
 
RAHEEM What do you mean left?
 
SYD I get jealous of Jake’s friends.
 
DAVID That’s cos they’re all fetuses.
 
SYD (Giving DAVID the finger.) Go fuck yerself.
 
RAHEEM We’ve not seen David in how long? We organise this night, a night we can all be together and Stevie, what, ups and leaves cos you touched my arm?
 
KING I think he thought it looked intimate.
 
RAHEEM Friends are intimate!
 
DAVID To a point.
 
KING We have an open marriage.
 
A beat.
 
RAHEEM Since?
 
KING Arizona.
 
SYD And you’re only tellin us now?!
 
A beat.
 
He met someone, he met someone, he’s glowin, I can tell.
 
RAHEEM What’s his name?
 
KING Don.
 
SYD Don?
 
RAHEEM Gay or straight?
 
KING Gay.
 
RAHEEM Good. Ain’t nothin more depressin than a gay pining over a straight.
 
KING He’s a musician.
 
SYD How old?
 
KING Twenty-two.
 
RAHEEM Twenty-two?!!
 
SYD Oh my days, so Madonna.
 
KING We met on this job.
 
RAHEEM What job?
 
KING Arizona. Technically it was Albuquerque. He played the brother of my love interest.
 
SYD Your straight love interest.
 
DAVID They let him play anythin.
 
RAHEEM Only cos he can!
 
SYD Hold up, hold up there Mr Lover Lover, hold up. You say he’s called Don? He’s a musician – and he acts – and he’s called Don?
 
KING That’s correct.
 
SYD Is my bredrin stickin it to Donald Glover?
 
KING He’s from Hounslow.
 
SYD Donald Glover ain’t from Hounslow.
 
KING But my Don, my Don, he’s from Hounslow.
 
SYD My Don, / my Don!
 
KING He made me feel young, y’all.
 
RAHEEM You are young, brother King!
 
KING No, I mean real young. Young like when I was a kid.
 
DAVID And Stevie knows?
 
KING I came home, told him everythin.
 
SYD Everythin?
 
KING Everythin. It doesn’t change how I feel. He’s still my partner. I love him. But we realised if we want it to work, and we do want it to work, then we have to be open.
 
DAVID Well.
 
KING You always say that.
 
DAVID Say what?
 
KING When you don’t wanna say what you’re really thinkin you just go well.
 
DAVID Oh… Well.
 
KING shoots him a look.
 
KING I better make sure he’s okay.
 
He goes.
 
SYD Fuck me!
 
RAHEEM Technically he now can.
 
SYD BOYS, BOYS, BOYS!
 
RAHEEM What?
 
SYD Well, King gets ding-dong, Stevie gets none.
 
RAHEEM What you chattin about? Stevie can get ding-dong if he wants ding-dong.
 
DAVID Not if there’s no ding-dong on offer.
 
RAHEEM Meaning?
 
DAVID Meaning, King’s a superhero! He’s got fans as far as North Korea travellin halfway across the continent to declare their undyin love.
 
RAHEEM And?
 
DAVID And Stevie’s a travel writer from Ealing, plus the most boring white man yer ever likely to meet.
 
RAHEEM What goes on in someone’s relationship’s up to them.
 
DAVID This is why straights didn’t want us to marry.
 
SYD If my Jake asked me I couldn’t.
 
RAHEEM How d’ya know if ya ain’t ever tried?
 
DAVID Heard you both at it again last night.
 
SYD What can I say. He’s twenty-nine and in his prime. I’m thirty-seven and in mine.
 
DAVID Jesus.
 
SYD The sex is tasty bro, it’s very very tasty. I make no apologies.
 
DAVID I ain’t askin for an apology, just shuttin the door’ll do.
 
RAHEEM I’m gettin another bottle of prosecco… We’re gettin fucked!
 
Something like ‘Point and Kill’ by Little Simz & Obongjayar plays.
 
Scene Two 
 
SYD We did this kids party last week. Nottin Hill. I was Princess Elsa.
 
DAVID Uber’s comin.
 
SYD This kid comes up to me, he goes Princess Elsa’s not black.
 
RAHEEM Who?
 
SYD This kid, the one I’m tellin you about. Fat fuck. Chunk from The Goonies.
 
DAVID You can’t say that. Even if you think it you can’t say it.
 
RAHEEM For me it was always Corey Feldman.
 
SYD He had a poster of him on his bedroom wall. Used to bash one out over it.
 
DAVID Nasty.
 
SYD That or
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