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  THE 1920s BIRTH OF A NEW LEAGUE


  In the early 1900s, aside from baseball, college football was king. There were a few professional leagues that were centered in Illinois, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. In the late teens of the twentieth century, some leagues raided local colleges for players, but no draft existed. As a result, the leagues began to consolidate in order to gain control over their rosters and expenses. In 1920, the American Professional Football Association (APFA) was born, and the pro game became much more organized. Actually, the APFA was originally known as the American Professional Football Conference. Jim Thorpe, a former football and track star at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania and a double gold-medal winner at the 1912 Summer Olympics in Stockholm, Sweden, added credibility to the sport and was the APFA’s first president. A membership fee of a hundred dollars per team was charged to give an appearance of respectability, but no team ever paid it. Scheduling was left up to the teams. And many of those teams came and went. Some of the great teams in the 1920s were the Canton Bulldogs, Frankford Yellow Jackets, and Providence Steam Roller. A few of the great players were Thorpe, Red Grange, and Ernie Nevers.


  QUESTIONS


  
    	Where was the National Football League founded? Answer on page 5.


    	What team was the first champion of the American Professional Football Association? Answer on page 5.


    	What player with the initials G.T. was the American Professional Football Association’s first all-pro center? Answer on page 6.


    	Helmets were mandatory for players in the 1920s. True or false? Answer on page 6.


    	What offensive formation was popular in the 1920s? Answer on page 6.


    	The Decatur Staleys became the Chicago Staleys in 1921 and the Chicago Bears in 1922. The first owner of the franchise was also its first head coach. Who was he? Answer on page 7.


    	Jim Thorpe played for six teams in his career, which lasted from 1920 through 1926 and 1928. Who was the first team for which he played? Answer on page 8.

    
      	Detroit Heralds

      	Rock Island Independents

      	Canton Bulldogs

      	Buffalo All-Americans

      
   

    


    	What team won back-to-back NFL Championships in 1922 and 1923? Answer on page 9.

    
    	The _____ Bulldogs won the 1924 NFL title. Answer on page 10.


    	In 1924, the Rochester Jeffersons finished in last place. What was their record? Answer on page 11.

     
     	0-3


    	0-5


    	0-7


    	0-9


    



    	I played halfback for seven seasons for the Chicago Bears and one season for the New York Yankees. My nickname was “The Galloping Ghost.” Who am I? Answer on page 11.


    	The Chicago Cardinals won the 1925 NFL Championship. True or false? Answer on page 12.


    	What player who suited up for five teams from 1925 through 1938 with the initials J.B. was known for crazy, legendary exploits on and off the field? Answer on page 14.


    	The Los Angeles _____ played one season, 1926, and finished with a 6-3-1 record. Answer on page 15.


    	The Chicago Bears would have won the 1926 NFL Championship with a 12-1-3 record, a .923 winning percentage, except for the fact that another team finished 14-1-2, a .933 winning percentage. What team was it? Answer on page 15.


    	Which New York team won the 1927 NFL Championship, the Giants or the Yankees? Answer on page 16.


    	What team won the 1928 NFL Championship? Answer on page 17.

    
      	Green Bay Packers


    	Providence Steam Roller


    	Chicago Bears


    	Detroit Wolverines



    


    	How many NFL titles did the Green Bay Packers of the 1920s win? Answer on page 18.

    

   	 One


   	 Two


   	 Three


   	 Four




    


    	What player with the initials E.N. set an NFL record that, although has been tied, still stands today—6 touchdowns in one game, on Thanksgiving 1929? Answer on page 19.


    	In 1929, Dayton finished in last place with an 0-6 record. What was the nickname of the team? Answer on page 20.

    

   	Flyers


   	Aztecs


   	Triangles


   	Bengals




    

  


  ANSWERS


  
    	Canton, Ohio. Pro football actually began in 1892 in Pittsburgh when former Yale University star William “Pudge” Heffelfinger was paid five hundred dollars to play in a game for the Allegheny Athletic Association on November 12. For almost the next three decades, pro football faced its ups and downs as the game was played primarily in small towns throughout western Pennsylvania and the Midwest. The NFL was born on September 17, 1920, inside an automobile showroom in Canton. Representatives of eleven pro football teams gathered to create the American Professional Football Association (APFA). Two years later, the name was changed to the National Football League.
  
  Ralph E. Hay, a car dealer who had bought the Canton Bulldogs in 1918, met with the owners of the ten other teams—the Decatur Staleys, Chicago Cardinals, Akron Pros, Cleveland Indians, Dayton Triangles, Massillon Tigers, Hammond Pros, Muncie Flyers, Rock Island Independents, and Rochester Jeffersons. Hay realized that they all had to organize a league if pro football was going to survive. And so the APFA was born. By the time the APFA had its first season in 1920, there were fourteen teams.


  
  	The Akron Pros. The Pros originated as a semipro team called the Akron Indians. After experiencing financial losses from 1912 through 1919, the team in 1920 was sold to Art Ranney, an Akron businessman and former football player at the University of Akron, and Frank Nied, a cigar-store owner. Coached by Elgie Tobin, Akron finished with an 8-0-3 record and won the title based on that. There was no postseason in the APFA yet. The Pros outscored their opponents a combined 151–7. Those seven points they yielded came on November 14 in a 7–7 tie with the Cleveland Tigers, a team comprised mainly of ex-stars from the pro team the Massillon Tigers.

 Akron opened the season on October 3 with a 43–0 victory over the Wheeling Stogies. Al Nesser, one of the infamous football-playing “Nesser Brothers,” scored three touchdowns on fumble recoveries. The next week, the Pros routed the Columbus Panhandles 37–0. Akron’s first road game came on October 31, a 10–0 upset of the Canton Bulldogs, who were considered to be the top team in the APFA. On November 21, Akron, behind the rushing of Fritz Pollard and Frank McCormick, defeated the Dayton Triangles 13–0. The last two games of the season were scoreless ties with the Buffalo All-Americans and the Decatur Staleys, respectively.


  
  	 George Trafton. Trafton played for the Decatur/Chicago Staleys in 1920 and 1921 and the Chicago Bears from 1923 through 1932. He played college football for one year at the University of Notre Dame. He was a member of Knute Rockne’s 1919 Fighting Irish team that featured George Gipp. That year, the Irish finished 9-0 and were recognized as co–national champions by the National Championship Foundation. As a member of the Decatur Staleys in 1920, Trafton was selected as a first-team All-Pro. In 1921, he helped the Staleys to a 9-1-1 record and the APFA Championship. After taking a year off to become an assistant coach for Northwestern University, he returned to the Chicago team in 1923. He was an integral part of several successful Bears teams. In his final season, the Bears finished 7-1-6 in winning the NFL title. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1964.


    	True. Helmets, which were made of soft leather, were not worn by a lot of players. Most teams’ uniforms looked the same as one another. From season to season, most teams changed what they wore. Most teams bought their uniforms used. Jerseys were usually made of a thick material, like wool.


    	The T formation. The T formation is a formation used in which three running backs line up in a row about 5 yards behind the quarterback, forming the shape of a T. The T formation is often said to be the oldest offensive formation in American football and is claimed to have been invented by Walter Camp in 1882. The T formation led to a faster-paced, higher-scoring game. However, as the forward pass was legalized, the original T formation became obsolete in favor of formations such as the single wing. Innovations, such as a smaller, more throwing-friendly ball, along with the invention of the hand-to-hand snap in the 1930s, led to the T formation’s revival.


    	George Halas. “Papa Bear” Halas was the owner of the Bears until his death on October 31, 1983. He was the Bears’ head coach from 1920 through 1929, 1933 through 1942, and 1946 through 1967. He wore a third hat, too, as a wide receiver and defensive end for the team from 1920 through 1928.

  Halas played football for the University of Illinois. He also played baseball and basketball there. He helped the Fighting Illini win the 1918 Western Conference (now Big Ten Conference) football title. He was named Most Valuable Player of the 1919 Rose Bowl as a member of the Great Lakes Naval Training Station team. In that game, he caught a touchdown pass and returned an interception 77 yards. Halas actually played twelve games as an outfielder for the New York Yankees in 1919, but a hip injury ended his baseball career.


  Although he led the Decatur Staleys to a 10-1-2 record in 1920, the franchise suffered financial losses, prompting Halas to move the team to Chicago. In 1921, the Staleys won the APFA Championship with a 9-1-1 record. In 1922, the team’s nickname was changed to “Bears.” Halas led the Bears to winning records, including a 12-1-3 mark in 1926, until 1929, when the team finished 4-9-2. After stepping away for three years, Halas made a triumphant return as the Bears’ head coach in 1933 by leading them to a 10-2-1 record, the championship of the Western Division, and a 23–21 victory over the New York Giants in the NFL title game. The next year, Chicago won all thirteen of its regular-season games but failed in its bid to repeat as champion by falling to the same Giants 30–13 in the league title game.


  During the next eight seasons, Halas and the Bears posted winning records, including NFL Championships in 1940 and 1941. In 1942, Halas led the Bears to a 5-0 record but had to leave the team at that point to fight in World War II as a member of the navy. He returned to the team in 1946 and led them to an 8-2-1 record and another NFL title. The Bears continued to have successful seasons, for the most part, all the way through 1963, when Halas led the team to its last NFL Championship with him as head coach. After Halas retired from coaching, the Bears fell on hard times until a couple of playoff berths in the late 1970s. Halas was inducted into the charter class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1963.



	c. Canton Bulldogs. Thorpe played for, and was the head coach of, the Bulldogs in 1920. He helped them to a 7-4-2 record. He was also the first president of the American Professional Football Association in 1920. Before that, he became the first Native American to win a gold medal for the United States. Considered to be one of the most versatile athletes in modern sports, he won Summer Olympic gold medals in the 1912 pentathlon and decathlon. He also played professional baseball and basketball. Football was his best sport, however. He was a two-time All-American as a member of the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, the college football team for which he played. As a running back, defensive back, placekicker, and punter in 1911, he kicked 4 field goals in helping the Indians to an 18–15 upset of Harvard. The next year, Carlisle won the national collegiate championship due in large part to Thorpe’s 1,869 rushing yards, 27 touchdowns, and 224 points. In a win over Army that year, he scored on a 97-yard touchdown run and was named All-American for the second straight season.

  Thorpe was the player-coach for the football Cleveland Indians in 1921 and for the Oorang Indians in 1922 and 1923. After that, his focus was solely on playing. Other teams he played for in his career were the Rock Island Independents, the New York Giants, and the Chicago Cardinals.


  Thorpe was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s inaugural class of 1963.
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  Jim Thorpe


  Harris & Ewing/Library of Congress



    	The Canton Bulldogs. Led by players such as Guy Chamberlain (7 touchdowns), Ed Shaw (4 touchdowns, 2 field goals), Norb Sacksteder (4 touchdowns), Harry Robb (3 touchdowns), and Pete Henry (2 field goals), Canton finished 10-0-2 in 1922. The Bulldogs outscored their opponents a combined 184–15. They began the season by routing the Louisville Brecks 38–0 on October 1. After a scoreless tie with the Dayton Triangles, they beat the Oorang Indians and the Akron Pros 14–0 and 22–0, respectively. They concluded the season by whipping the Milwaukee Badgers 40–6 and then the Toledo Maroons 19–0.
  
  Led by Henry (1 touchdown, 9 field goals), Lou Smyth (7 touchdowns), Doc Elliott (6 touchdowns), Ben Jones (6 touchdowns), and Tex Grigg (4 touchdowns), the 1923 Bulldogs finished 11-0-1, the tie coming against the Buffalo All-Americans by a 3–3 score on November 11. They outscored their opponents a combined 246–19. They opened the season with shutouts of the Hammond Pros (17–0), Louisville (37–0), Dayton (30–0), and the Chicago Bears (6–0). They ended the season with shutouts of Toledo Maroons (28–0), Buffalo (14–0), and the Columbus Tigers (10–0).



	Cleveland. The Bulldogs finished 7-1-1 and outscored its opponents 229–60. Scoring leaders were Doc Elliott and Dave Noble with 6 touchdowns apiece; Ben Jones, Link Lyman, and Wooky Roberts with 4 touchdowns each; and Hoge Workman with 3 field goals. The Bulldogs began the season by beating the Chicago Bears 16–14 on October 5 at Dunn Field in Cleveland. In that game, the home team took a 3–0 lead on a 20-yard field goal by Elliott. Chicago took a 7–3 lead after one quarter on a touchdown pass from Laurie Walquist to Joey Sternaman. Jones scored on a touchdown run in the third quarter as Cleveland forged back ahead 10–7. Later in the quarter, Olin Smith recovered a blocked punt in the Chicago end zone for a 16–7 Bulldogs’ lead. Sternaman returned a punt 70 yards for a touchdown in the fourth quarter for the game’s final points.

  After a 3–3 tie with the Frankford Yellow Jackets, Cleveland beat the Akron Pros 29–14, the Rochester Jeffersons 59–0, and the Dayton Triangles 35–0 before defeating Akron again 20–7 on November 9. A week later, on November 16, came the Bulldogs’ only loss of the season, 12–7 at home against Frankford. In that game, Jim Welsh kicked a field goal in both the first and second quarters to give the Yellow Jackets a 6–0 halftime lead. Tex Hamer’s touchdown run in the third quarter upped the Frankford lead to 12–0. Noble scored on a touchdown run in the fourth quarter for the game’s final points. The next week, the Bulldogs beat the Columbus Tigers 7–0, and four days later in the season finale on Thanksgiving, with the help of 4 touchdown runs by Elliott, they routed the visiting Milwaukee Badgers 53–10.



     	c. 0-7. Rochester was outscored by its opponents 156–7. The Jeffersons began the season with a 21–0 loss at Frank-ford on September 27. The Yellow Jackets took a 7–0 first-quarter lead when Tex Hamer completed a 32-yard touchdown pass to Eddie Doyle. The score stayed the same until the fourth quarter when Jack Storer scored on a 5-yard run to make it 14–0. Jack Finn rushed for a 3-yard touchdown for the game’s final points.

  The next week, Rochester lost at home 3–0 to the Akron Pros. On October 12, also at home, they fell 15–7 to the Columbus Tigers, the only game all season in which they were able to score. In that game, Columbus scored a safety in the first quarter for a 2–0 lead. In the second quarter, Sonny Winters threw a touchdown pass to Bob Rapp to make the score 8–0. Winters and Rapp hooked up again in the third quarter to increase the Tigers’ lead to 15–0. In the fourth quarter, Rochester scored the game’s final points on a touchdown run by Jerry Noonan. The Jeffersons lost their last four games of the season to the Buffalo Bisons (26–0), the Cleveland Bulldogs (59–0), Columbus (16–0), and Buffalo again (16–0).



	 Red Grange. I played for the University of Illinois from 1923 through 1925. In my first collegiate game on October 6, 1923, as a sophomore, I scored 3 touchdowns in a 24–7 victory over Nebraska. In seven games that season, I rushed for 726 yards and scored 12 touchdowns in leading the Fighting Illini to an 8-0 record, the Western Conference (now Big Ten Conference) title, and the Helms Athletic Foundation National Championship. As a junior, I ran for 743 yards, passed for 433 yards, scored 13 touchdowns, and had 4 interceptions in helping Illinois to a 6-1-1 record. In my senior year of 1925, I rushed for 605 yards, scored 6 touchdowns, and had 7 interceptions in leading the Illini to a 5-3 record. I once scored 4 touchdowns in twelve minutes in college.

  I signed with the Bears the day after my last collegiate game. I played with them for the last five games of the 1925 season. On December 6 that year, some seventy thousand fans showed up at the Polo Grounds in New York to watch me help save the Giants franchise. I returned an interception 35 yards for a touchdown as we won 19–7. In the five games, I gained more than 400 total yards and scored 3 touchdowns.


  I had a dispute with the Bears and left to form my own league, the American Football League. It lasted only one season, after which my team, the New York Yankees, was merged into the NFL. In 1927, during my one NFL season with the Yankees, I suffered a serious knee injury against Chicago. After sitting out 1928, I returned to the Bears. In 1932, I rushed for 136 yards with 3 touchdowns and had 11 receptions for 168 yards with 4 touchdowns in helping us to the NFL Championship. In 1933, I rushed for 277 yards with a touchdown and passed for 169 yards with 2 touchdowns in leading us to a 10-2-1 record and the Western Division title. We beat the Giants 23–21 in the championship game at Wrigley Field, a game in which I made a touchdown-saving tackle that saved the game for us. In 1934, I rushed for 156 yards and a touchdown in helping us to a 13-0 record, but we lost to the Giants in the NFL title game.


  I was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s charter class of 1963.



	 True. The Cardinals finished 11-2-1 and outscored their opponents 230–65. Their only road game of the entire season was a scoreless tie with the Chicago Bears on Thanksgiving. The Cardinals began the season on September 27 with a 10–6 home loss to the Hammond Pros. Seven days later, on October 4, they routed the Milwaukee Badgers 34–0. In that game, Red Dunn scored on two runs in the second quarter to give Chicago a 14–0 halftime lead. Dunn threw a touchdown pass to Hal Erickson to up the Cardinals’ lead to 21–0 after three quarters. In the fourth quarter, Paddy Driscoll sandwiched 2 field goals around his own touchdown run. During the next five weeks, the Cards beat the Columbus Tigers, the Kansas City Cowboys, the Bears, the Duluth Kelleys, and the Green Bay Packers to improve their record to 6-1.
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   Chicago Bears teammates practicing as Joe Zeller tries to tackle Red Grange


  Alan Fisher, World Telegram & Sun/Library of Congress


  Next came a 23–6 triumph over the Buffalo Bisons on November 15. In that game, after the Cardinals scored on a first-quarter safety, they increased their lead to 9–0 on a 4-yard touchdown run by Driscoll. Buffalo cut it to 9–6 after one quarter when Jim Kendrick scored from a yard out. Erickson ran for a touchdown in the second quarter to expand the Chicago lead to 16–6, and Bob Koehler’s 4-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter accounted for the game’s final points. The Cardinals shut out both the Dayton Triangles 14–0 the next week and the Rock Island Independents 7–0 on November 29 before falling to the Pottsville Maroons 21–7 a week later. They concluded the season with shutouts of Milwaukee (59–0) and Hammond (13–0).


  Overall, Erickson led the way for Chicago with 7 touchdowns. Driscoll, Koehler, and Art Folz each scored 4 touchdowns. Driscoll also kicked 11 field goals. Dunn scored 3 touchdowns.



	Johnny Blood. Blood, whose given last name was McNally, played several offensive positions for the Milwaukee Badgers, Duluth Eskimos, Pottsville Maroons, Green Bay Packers, and Pittsburgh Pirates (now Pittsburgh Steelers). He scored a total of 42 touchdowns, 37 of them receiving, with a high of 11 receiving touchdowns as a member of the 1931 NFL champion Packers. He was enshrined into the inaugural class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1963.

  As for his outrageous stunts, the following is a sampling of some of the things he did:


  
  	Leaped across a narrow ledge six stories high to get into a hotel room in Los Angeles

      
  	Played nearly an entire game with a collapsed kidney

      
  	Was rescued by teammates while trying chin-ups on the stern’s flagpole of the SS Mariposa while traveling across the Pacific Ocean for a barnstorming game in Hawaii

      
  	Rode the blinds between trains on the way to training camp to evade having to pay a fare, which earned him the nickname “The Vagabond Halfback”

      
  	Raced 50 yards for a touchdown on a lateral from quarterback Red Dunn. When Dunn called the same play later in the game, Blood simply smiled and lateraled the ball back to him.

      
  	Climbed down the face of a hotel in downtown Chicago to avoid curfew and perform poetry to swooning women below

      
  	Was acclaimed for perching on hotel ledges and the tops of bar tables as he chanted the song “Galway Bay”

      
  	Turned down an opportunity to buy an NFL franchise for $1,200


  



  	Buccaneers. All ten of the Buccaneers’ games were on the road. They began the season by losing 15–0 to the Chicago Cardinals on September 26. A week later, they beat the Milwaukee Badgers 6–0. Their third game was on October 17, a 16–13 victory over the Canton Bulldogs. In that game, Canton took a 7–0 second-quarter lead when Cliff Marker recovered a fumble in the Los Angeles end zone. The Buccaneers cut their deficit to 7–6 at halftime on a thirty-yard touchdown pass from Tuffy Maul to Tut Imlay. In the third quarter, the Bulldogs upped their lead to 13–6 when Harry Robb rushed for a touchdown. Later in the quarter, Maul ran for a 1-yard touchdown as Los Angeles tied the score 13–13. Maul’s 17-yard field goal in the fourth quarter was the game’s final points.
  
  The next Sunday, the Bucs played to a scoreless tie with the Buffalo Rangers. In their following three games, they beat the Providence Steam Roller, lost to the Pottsville Maroons, and beat the New York Giants. Then, on November 21, they defeated the Brooklyn Lions 20–0 at Ebbets Field. In that game, Los Angeles took a 7–0 halftime lead on a 15-yard touchdown run by Imlay in the second quarter. Imlay scored on a short touchdown run in the third quarter to increase the Buccaneers’ lead to 14–0. Later in the third, Don Thompson returned a fumble 20 yards for a touchdown and the game’s final points.


  Overall for Los Angeles, Imlay scored 4 touchdowns. Maul and Thompson both scored 2 touchdowns. Maul also kicked 2 field goals.



  	Frankford Yellow Jackets. After opening the season by playing to a 6–6 tie with the Akron Indians on September 25, Frankford posted six straight shutouts, the last of which was 17–0 over the Canton Bulldogs on October 23. In that game, after a scoreless first half, Max Reed recovered a blocked punt in the Canton end zone to give Frankford a 7–0 lead after three quarters. In the fourth quarter, Hap Moran scored on a 38-yard run to make it 14–0. Johnny Budd kicked a 22-yard field goal for the game’s final points.

  Next came a strange bit of scheduling. On October 30, the Yellow Jackets lost 7–6 at home to the Providence Steam Roller, then came back the very next day, on October 31, to beat the same Providence team 6–3 on the road. Frankford then won seven straight games, the last of which was 24–0 at home against the Steam Roller. In that game, fullback Hust Stockton gave the Yellow Jackets a 7–0 first-quarter lead on a touchdown run. Ed Weir’s 20-yard field goal in the second quarter made it 10–0 at the half. Swede Youngstrom recovered a blocked punt in the end zone for a 17–0 lead after three quarters. The game’s final points came in the fourth quarter on a rushing touchdown by Two-Bits Homan. The last game of the season was a scoreless tie with the Pottsville Maroons.


  Overall for Frankford, Ben Jones scored 9 touchdowns. Moran scored 5 touchdowns. With 3 touchdowns apiece were Homan, Doc Bruder, and Ned Wilcox. Budd kicked 6 field goals.



  	The Giants. The Giants easily won the title with a record of 11-1-1, outscoring their opponents 197–20. They began the season with an 8–0 victory over the Steam Roller at Providence on September 25. A scoreless tie with the Cleveland Bulldogs was followed by a 19–0 win over the Pottsville Maroons and a 6–0 loss to Cleveland. The Giants shut out their next five opponents—the Frankford Yellow Jackets (13–0 and 27–0), Pottsville (16–0), the Duluth Eskimos (21–0), and Providence (25–0). In the win over the visiting Steam Roller on Tuesday—yes, Tuesday—November 8 at the Polo Grounds, New York jumped out to a 7–0 first-quarter lead on a 54-yard interception return by Mule Wilson. In the second quarter, Jack Hagerty caught a 39-yard touchdown pass from Jack McBride to increase the Giants’ lead to 13–0 at halftime. Hagerty returned a punt 53 yards for a touchdown in the third quarter to make the score 19–0. The final points of the game came on a 9-yard touchdown pass from McBride to Hinkey Haines.

  Two weeks later, on November 20, New York beat the visiting Chicago Cardinals 28–7. The Giants took a 21–0 lead after one quarter. First, McBride threw a 12-yard touchdown pass to Haines for a 7–0 lead. Then McBride scored a touchdown on a 10-yard run. After that, Wilson caught a 25-yard touchdown pass from McBride. Chicago got on the board in the third quarter on a 2-yard touchdown pass from Evar Swanson to John Vesser to make it 21–7. Doug Wycoff’s short touchdown run in the fourth quarter was the game’s final points. The Giants closed out the season with a win over the Chicago Bears and two shutouts of the New York Yankees.


  Overall for New York, McBride, Haines, and Wilson each scored 6 touchdowns. McBride also kicked 2 field goals. Wycoff, Hagerty, and Phil White each scored 3 touchdowns.



  	b. Providence Steam Roller. Providence finished 8-1-2, outscoring its opponents 128–42. The Steam Roller opened the season on September 30 with a 20–7 home win over the New York Yankees. Providence took a 7–0 first-quarter lead when Pop Williams scored on a 2-yard touchdown run. New York tied the score later in the first on a 62-yard interception return by Gibby Welch. In the second quarter, Williams scored on a 10-yard touchdown run to give the Steam Roller the lead again, 14–7. Later in the quarter, Curly Oden ran one in from 4 yards out for the game’s final points.

  After falling to Frankford 10–6, Providence beat the Dayton Triangles, the Yankees, the Pottsville Maroons, and Detroit to improve to 5-1. Then came a 6–6 tie with the Frankford Yellow Jackets on November 17. The Steam Roller then beat Frankford the very next day before shutting out the New York Giants 16–0 at home on November 25. In that game, Jack Cronin opened the scoring with a 2-yard touchdown run in the second quarter to give Providence a 6–0 lead. Gus Sonnenberg’s 28-yard field goal made it 9–0 at halftime. In the fourth quarter, Cronin scored from a yard out for the game’s final points. The Steam Roller closed the season with a 7–0 win over the Pottsville Maroons and a 7–7 tie with the Packers.


  Overall for Providence, Wildcat Wilson scored 5 touchdowns. Williams and Oden each scored 4 touchdowns, while Cronin scored 3 touchdowns.



  	a. One. Under player-coach Curly Lambeau, the Packers had all winning records in the 1920s, but they saved their best season of the decade for last—they finished 12-0-1 in 1929 and won the NFL Championship. They outscored their opponents 198–22. After opening the season on September 22 by beating the Dayton Triangles 9–0 at home, the Packers hosted the rival Chicago Bears a week later. After a scoreless first quarter, Herdis McCrary rushed for a touchdown to give Green Bay a 7–0 second-quarter lead. Tom Nash threw a 15-yard touchdown pass to Johnny Blood to increase the lead to 14–0 at halftime. In the third quarter, the Packers scored a safety when a punt they blocked rolled out of the Chicago end zone. Later in the quarter, Bo Molenda scored on a 10-yard touchdown run for the final points in a 23–0 Packers victory.

  During the next five weeks, Green Bay beat the Chicago Cardinals, Frankford Yellow Jackets, Minneapolis Red Jackets, and then both the Cardinals and Red Jackets again before a rematch with the Bears at Wrigley Field in Chicago on November 10. McCrary scored both of Green Bay’s touchdowns in a 14–0 triumph—on a reception and an interception in the end zone. The Packers won three of their next four games, which included a scoreless tie with the Yellow Jackets at Frankford on Thanksgiving. They concluded the season with a third win over the Bears, 25–0, again at Wrigley Field, on December 8. Cully Lidberg gave the visitors a 6–0 first-quarter lead on a rushing touchdown. Verne Lewellen did the same thing in the third quarter for a 12–0 advantage. Later in the third, Eddie Kotal caught touchdown catches from Red Dunn and Lewellen, respectively, for the game’s final points.


  Overall for Green Bay, Lewellen scored 8 touchdowns. Blood scored 5 touchdowns, while McCrary scored 4. Tallying 3 touchdowns apiece were Molenda, Kotal, and Lavvie Dilweg. Dunn kicked 2 field goals.



  	Ernie Nevers. Nevers, a fullback, accomplished the feat as a member of the Chicago Cardinals in a 40–6 thumping of the Bears at Wrigley Field. He played his college ball at Stanford University. In the final game of his sophomore season in 1923 against California, he gained more yards than the entire Golden Bears team! After missing most of his junior year due to two broken ankles, he helped the Cardinals to a 7-2 record and was a consensus All-American his senior year.

  After giving Major League Baseball a try with a brief stint as a pitcher for the St. Louis Browns in 1926 (he would try again in 1927 and 1928), that same year Nevers joined the Duluth Eskimos of the NFL. He played for Duluth in 1926 and 1927. In 1926, he scored 8 touchdowns and kicked 4 field goals. The next season, he scored 4 touchdowns. After sitting out the 1928 season, Nevers joined the Cardinals in 1929. That year, he scored 12 touchdowns and kicked a field goal. Six of the touchdowns came in that Thanksgiving game against the Bears. All six of Nevers’s touchdowns came on rushes—2 in the first quarter, 1 in the second quarter, 1 in the third quarter, and 2 in the fourth quarter. The Bears’ only score came in the third quarter on a 60-yard touchdown pass from Walt Holmer to Gardie Grange, Red Grange’s younger brother.


  The next year, in 1930, Nevers scored 6 touchdowns and kicked a field goal, and in 1931 he scored 8 touchdowns and kicked a field goal. He doubled as the Cardinals’ head coach both seasons. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s charter class of 1963.



  	c. Triangles. The Triangles were outscored by their opponents 136–7. All of their games were on the road. They began the season on September 22 with a 9–0 loss to the Green Bay Packers. Six days later, they lost 14–7 to the Frankford Yellow Jackets, the only game all season in which they scored points. Frankford took a 7–0 first-quarter lead when Wally Diehl scored on a 6-yard run. In the second quarter, a 30-yard touchdown pass from Wild Bill Kelly to Ed Halicki upped the lead to 14–0. Dayton cut its deficit to 14–7 in the third quarter on a 30-yard fumble return for a touchdown by Al Graham. That turned out to be the final points of the game.

  The next day, the Triangles lost 41–0 to the Providence Steam Roller. A week later, they fell 12–0 to the Staten Island Stapletons. Then came a 41–0 beating at the hands of the Boston Bulldogs. The season finale was a month and a half later, believe it or not, a 19–0 loss to the Chicago Cardinals on November 24. In that game, Ernie Nevers scored each of Chicago’s 3 touchdowns—a 3-yard run in the first quarter, another 3-yard run in the second quarter, and a 1-yard run in the third quarter.
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  THE 1930s EXPANSION TO BIG CITIES

  
  In the first few years of the 1930s, many of the NFL teams were still from smaller cities. But, by 1933, the league said “sayonara” to those smaller towns and expanded into more, bigger cities such as Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati. Another change in 1933 was the advent of divisional play, with an Eastern Division and a Western Division of five teams each, with the champions of each playing one another in the NFL Championship game.


  QUESTIONS


  
    	What team finished with a record of 1-10-1 and in last place in 1930? Answer on page 24.

     

    	Frankford Yellow Jackets


   	Newark Tornadoes


   	Chicago Bears


   	Chicago Cardinals







    	What team won back-to-back NFL Championships in 1930 and 1931? Answer on page 25.



    	It became mandatory for NFL players to wear helmets in the 1930s. True or false? Answer on page 26.


    	What happened at the end of the 1932 season that brought divisional play for the first time in 1933? Answer on page 26.


    	What major rule change was made regarding the passing game in 1933? Answer on page 26.


    	I was the founding owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers. Who am I? Answer on page 27.


    	What two teams opposed one another in the 1933 NFL Championship game? Answer on page 27.


    	In 1934, the Chicago Bears finished 13-0 and won the NFL Championship. True or false? Answer on page 28.


    	In what year did the Portsmouth Spartans become the Detroit Lions? Answer on page 29.

   
   	1933


   	1934


   	1935


   	1936






  
    	Who, with the initials B.F., was the first NFL player to rush for a thousand yards in a season? Answer on page 29.


    	What unique feat did the 1935 Chicago Bears and Chicago Cardinals achieve? Answer on page 29.


    	The _____ won their first NFL title in 1935. Answer on page 31.


    	What was the first season in which all NFL teams played the same number of games? Answer on page 33.
 
 
   	1934


   	1935


   	1936


   	1937






    	The 1936 Green Bay Packers finished 10-1-1 and won the NFL Championship. To what team did the Packers lose their only game? Answer on page 34.
  

  
   	Detroit Lions


   	Philadelphia Eagles


   	Brooklyn Dodgers


   	Chicago Bears






  
    	To what city did the Boston Redskins relocate in 1937? Answer on page 35.


    	What was the nickname of the expansion Cleveland team in 1937? Answer on page 36.


    	Byron “Whizzer” White was the Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States from 1962 through 1993. He played for three years in the NFL. For what two teams did he play? Answer on page 38.


    	In 1938, the Eastern Division Championship came down to the final Sunday between what two teams head-to-head? Answer on page 39.
  

  

   	New York Giants, Philadelphia Eagles


   	Brooklyn Dodgers, Washington Redskins


   	Philadelphia Eagles, Chicago Bears


   	New York Giants, Washington Redskins






  
    	What team won the 1939 NFL Championship? Answer on page 40.


    	Name the two fullbacks who were on the NFL 1930s All-Decade Team. Answer on page 41.

  


  ANSWERS


  
    	b. Newark Tornadoes. The Tornadoes lost their first four games, including one by 32–0 to the New York Giants on September 17. Ossie Wiberg gave New York a 7–0 first-quarter lead when he rushed for a touchdown. The lead grew to 13–0 at halftime on a 10-yard touchdown run by Len Sedbrook in the second quarter. In the third quarter, Sedbrook caught a 15-yard touchdown pass from Red Badgro to make it 19–0. Later in the third, Benny Friedman threw a 10-yard touchdown pass to Dosey Hoard for a 26–0 Giants lead. Friedman scored on a 10-yard run in the fourth quarter for the game’s final points.
       
  After tying the Staten Island Stapletons 7–7 on October 1, Newark recorded its only victory of the season three days later, 19–0 on the road over the Frankford Yellow Jackets. In that game, the Tornadoes took a 6–0 first-quarter lead when Bud Ellor recovered a blocked punt in the end zone. Later in the quarter, Tom Leary returned an interception 55 yards for a touchdown to increase the lead to 12–0. Leary did it again in the second quarter, returning an interception 80 yards for a touchdown for the game’s final points. Newark got shut out in their next five games and ended the season with a 34–7 loss to the Giants.



    	The Green Bay Packers. The Packers finished 10-3-1 in 1930, edging out the New York Giants by four percentage points. They outscored their opponents 234–111. They won their first eight games, including a 47–13 rout of the Portsmouth Spartans at home on November 2. In that game, Verne Lewellen scored on short touchdown runs in both the first and second quarters to give Green Bay a 14–0 lead. Bo Molenda’s 1-yard touchdown run later in the second quarter upped the Packers’ lead to 20–0 at halftime. In the third quarter, Herdis McCrary caught 42- and 27-yard touchdown passes from Red Dunn as the home team upped its lead to 33–6 after three quarters. In the fourth quarter, Paul Fitzgibbon scored on a short touchdown run, and Lewellen completed a 3-yard touchdown pass to Lavvie Dilweg for the game’s final points. The Packers were powered by two late-November road wins, 25–7 over the Frankford Yellow Jackets on Thanksgiving and 37–7 over the Staten Island Stapletons three days later.
       
  Overall for Green Bay in 1930, Lewellen scored 9 touchdowns, McCrary scored 6 touchdowns, and Johnny Blood had 5 touchdowns.


  The 1931 Packers finished 12-2, a game ahead of the 11-3 Spartans, outscoring their opponents 291–87. They won their first nine games, including a 48–20 rout of the Providence Steam Roller on October 25 at home. In that game, the Packers jumped out to a 21–0 lead after one quarter on three Wuert Engelmann touchdowns. The first two were


  


    	True. Hard leather was what they were made of. Also, jerseys were still made of thick material. They were typically in basic colors. For identification purposes, numbers were put on jerseys by many teams.


    	The season ended with the Chicago Bears (6-1-6) and the Portsmouth Spartans (6-1-4) tied for first in the league standings. At the time, teams were ranked on a single table, and the team with the highest winning percentage (not including ties, which were not counted in the standings) at the end of the season was declared the champion. The only tiebreaker was that if two teams played twice in a season the result of the second game determined the title. This method had been used since the league’s creation in 1920, but no situation had been encountered where two teams were tied for first. On top of that, the two games played in 1932 between Chicago and Portsmouth ended in ties.
  
  


 	Quarterbacks were permitted to pass the ball from anywhere behind the line of scrimmage after having been allowed to throw it only when they were at least 5 yards behind the line of scrimmage. The new rule stemmed from a controversial play that occurred during a 1932 game between the Chicago Bears and Portsmouth Spartans, a contest that was, for all intents and purposes, for the NFL Championship. With the game scoreless in the fourth quarter, the Bears’ Bronko Nagurski faked a run toward the line of scrimmage and then quickly threw a 2-yard touchdown pass to Red Grange to give Chicago a 7–0 lead. Portsmouth contested that Nagurski was not 5 yards behind the line of scrimmage when he passed the ball. The play stood, and the Bears later added a safety to put the 9–0 victory on ice. At the NFL meetings the next off-season, Spartans head coach Potsy Clark requested that a change be made in the rules to allow passes anywhere behind the line of scrimmage, and the rule was changed to allow it.


    	Art Rooney. Known as “The Chief,” I was also the first president of the Steelers from 1933 through 1974 and the first chairman of the team from 1933 until my death on August 25, 1988. I named the new team the “Pirates,” which was also the name of the city’s long-established Major League Baseball team of which I was a fan since childhood. Since the NFL’s inception in 1920, the league had wanted a team in Pittsburgh due to the city’s already long history with football, including the popularity of the University of Pittsburgh Panthers football team, an NCAA national championship contender during this period. The NFL was finally able to take advantage of Pennsylvania relaxing their blue laws that, prior to 1933, prohibited sporting events from taking place on Sundays, when most NFL games take place. We had losing seasons in six of our first seven seasons, from 1933 through 1939, and for the most part were an average-at-best franchise until the early 1970s when things drastically improved.
       
  


	The New York Giants and Chicago Bears. The Giants won the Eastern Division with a record of 11-3, while the Bears won the Western Division with a record of 10-2-1. They were, by far, the only two teams to finish in double figures in wins.
   

  

  


	False. The Bears did finish 13-0, but they lost to the New York Giants 30–13 in the NFL title game. They outscored their opponents 286–86. They opened the season with a 24–10 win over the Packers on September 23 at City Stadium in Green Bay. Jack Manders kicked a 24-yard field goal to give Chicago a 3–0 first-quarter lead. The Packers tied the score in the second quarter on a 16-yard field goal by Bob Monnett. In the third quarter, the Bears took a 10–3 lead when Bill Hewitt caught a 7-yard touchdown pass from Bronko Nagurski. The Packers tied the game 10–10 later in the quarter on an 11-yard touchdown run by Buckets Goldenberg. In the fourth quarter, Nagurski scored on runs of 1 yard and 40 yards for the final points of the game.
   
  

  


	b. 1934. The Lions improved to 10-3 after a 6-5 record the year before. They outscored their opponents 238–59. They began the season by blanking their first seven opponents, the last of which was a 38–0 trouncing of the Cincinnati Reds on October 28. In that game, Dutch Clark gave Detroit a 3–0 first-quarter lead on a 25-yard field goal. In the second quarter, Glenn Presnell had a 6-yard touchdown run and kicked a 22-yard field goal for a 13–0 Lions lead at halftime. In the third quarter, Clark scored on runs of 82 yards and 1 yard to up the Lions’ lead to 25–0. By the end of the third quarter, the score was 32–0, and the Lions put it in cruise control the rest of the way. Detroit won its next three games against the Pittsburgh Pirates (40–7), the Chicago Cardinals (17–13), and the St. Louis Gunners (40–7) to improve to 10-0. They lost their last three games to the Green Bay Packers and twice to the Chicago Bears.
   
  


  	Beattie Feathers. In 1934, as a rookie for the Chicago Bears, Feathers gained 1,004 yards with an NFL-best 8 touchdowns on 119 carries. His 8.4 yards per carry remain a league record (minimum 100 carries). He also had 6 receptions for 174 yards with a touchdown. He never came close to those numbers again. In 1935 with the Bears, he had 56 rushes for 281 yards with 3 touchdowns, and in 1936 for the Bears he ran the ball 97 times for 350 yards with 2 touchdowns. In one more season with Chicago, two with the Brooklyn Dodgers, and one with the Green Bay Packers, Feathers’s rushing numbers got worse each season. He was the ultimate “one-year wonder.”


    	They both had winning records, 6-4-2 for each, but finished in last place in the Western Division, a game behind both the first-place Detroit Lions and second-place Green Bay Packers. It remains the only time in history that any team finished in last place with a winning record. The following are the Western Division stanrdings that year:
 



	Team
	W
	L
	T
	Pct.





	Detroit Lions
	7
	3
	2
	.700



	Green Bay Packers
	8
	4
	0
	.667



	Chicago Bears
	6
	4
	2
	.600



	Chicago Cardinals
	6
	4
	2
	.600






  

  

  


  
    	Detroit Lions. The Lions began the season with a 35–0 pounding of the Philadelphia Eagles. Two losses and a tie in their next four games left them with a 2-2-1 record on October 20. Then they beat the Boston Redskins 14–0 and the Chicago Cardinals 7–6 before falling to the Packers 31–7 at Green Bay. In that game, the Packers took a 3–0 first-quarter lead on a 30-yard field goal by Clarke Hinkle. In the second quarter, George Sauer rushed for a touchdown as the Packers increased their lead to 10–0. Later in the quarter, Pug Vaughan threw a 28-yard touchdown pass to Ed Klewicki to pull the Lions within 10–7 at halftime. In the third quarter, Arnie Herber completed a 26-yard touchdown pass to Johnny Blood to up the Green Bay lead to 17–7. In the fourth quarter, Herber and Blood hooked up again on a 70-yard touchdown pass play to make the score 24–7. Herber hit Don Hutson on a 44-yard touchdown pass for the game’s final points.

  

  

  


    	c. 1936. The following are the final standings that year and the mishmash that was the final standings in the APFA’s first season in 1920:



	

	
	
	
	



	Eastern Division
	
	
	
	



	Team
	W
	L
	T
	Pct.



	Boston Redskins
	7
	5
	0
	.583



	Pittsburgh Pirates
	6
	6
	0
	.500



	New York Giants
	5
	6
	1
	.455



	Brooklyn Dodgers
	3
	8
	1
	.273



	Philadelphia Eagles
	1
	11
	0
	.083



	

	
	
	
	



	Team
	W
	L
	T
	Pct.



	Green Bay Packers
	10
	1
	1
	.909



	Chicago Bears
	9
	3
	0
	.750



	Detroit Lions
	8
	4
	0
	.667



	Chicago Cardinals
	3
	8
	1
	.273



	

	
	
	
	



	Team
	W
	L
	T
	Pct.



	Akron Pros
	8
	0
	3
	1.000



	Decatur Staleys
	10
	1
	2
	.909



	Buffalo All-Americans
	9
	1
	1
	.900



	Rock Island Independents
	6
	2
	2
	.750



	Chicago Cardinals
	6
	2
	2
	.750



	Dayton Triangles
	5
	2
	2
	.714



	Rochester Jeffersons
	6
	3
	2
	.667



	Canton Bulldogs
	7
	4
	2
	.636



	Detroit Heralds
	2
	3
	3
	.400



	Cleveland Tigers
	2
	4
	2
	.333



	Chicago Tigers
	2
	5
	1
	.286



	Hammond Pros
	2
	5
	0
	.286



	Columbus Panhandles
	2
	6
	2
	.250



	Muncie Flyers
	0
	1
	0
	.000








	d. Chicago Bears. After opening the season with a 10–7 win over the Chicago Cardinals, the Packers lost 30–3 to the Bears at home on September 20. It was all Bears from the start. Gene Ronzani broke a 3–3 second-quarter tie with a 12-yard touchdown run off a lateral for a 10–3 Chicago halftime lead. In the third quarter, Bill Hewitt caught a 12-yard touchdown pass from Ray Nolting to increase the Bears’ lead to 16–3. In the fourth quarter, Carl Brumbaugh caught a 5-yard touchdown pass from Keith Molesworth to make the score 23–3. The game’s final points came on a 9-yard touchdown run by Bill Karr.

  

  

  


    	Washington. The Redskins opened the season by beating the New York Giants 13–3 at home in Griffith Stadium. They lost two of their next three games and took a 2-2 record into an October 17 matchup at home against the Pittsburgh Pirates. In that game, Washington took a 7–0 first-quarter lead when Cliff Battles returned an interception 65 yards for a touchdown. In the second quarter, Pittsburgh tied the score on a 43-yard touchdown pass from Max Fiske to Johnny Blood. The Pirates went up 13–7 later in the quarter on a 55-yard touchdown pass from Blood to Tuffy Thompson. The Redskins tied the score in the third quarter when Sammy Baugh completed a 7-yard touchdown pass to Charley Malone. They took a 20–13 lead later in the third on a short touchdown pass from Riley Smith to Ed Justice. They put the game on ice in the fourth quarter when Battles ran for 60- and 62-yard touchdown runs. They went on to win 34–20.
       
  

  

  


	Rams. The Rams finished 1-10, in the far reaches of the Western Division basement that season. They were outscored 207–75 by their opponents. They began the season with a 28–0 defeat to the Detroit Lions on September 10 at League Park in Cleveland. Of Detroit’s 4 touchdowns, 2 came on defense—a fumble recovery in the end zone by Harry Ebding and a 45-yard interception return by Tom Hupke. The Rams’ only win of the season came by 21–3 in their second game on September 21 against the almost equally inept Eagles. In that game, played before just 3,107 fans at Philadelphia Municipal Stadium, the Rams took a 7–0 second-quarter lead on a 38-yard touchdown pass from Bob Snyder to Johnny Drake. The Eagles pulled to within 7–3 at halftime on a 12-yard field goal by Dave Smukler. In the fourth quarter, Snyder and Drake hooked up again on a 25-yard touchdown pass for a 14–3 Cleveland lead. The Rams put the game on ice when Joe Keeble caught a 42-yard touchdown strike from Harry Mattos.

[image: image]


  

  

  

  


    	The Pittsburgh Pirates and the Detroit Lions. A consensus All-American in 1937 for the University of Colorado, White played for the Pirates in 1938 and for the Lions in 1940 and 1941. In 1938, he rushed the ball 152 times for a league-leading 567 yards with 4 touchdowns and had 7 receptions for 88 yards. He also was 29-of-73 for 393 yards with 2 touchdowns and a league-high 18 interceptions. In 1940, he ran the ball 146 times for a league-best 514 yards and caught 4 passes for 55 yards. He also was 35-of-80 for 461 yards with 12 interceptions. In 1941, he had 89 rushes for 240 yards with 2 touchdowns and 5 receptions for 158 yards with a touchdown. He also was 22-of-62 for 338 yards with 2 touchdowns and 5 picks. He returned punts and kickoffs, too, that year. He returned 19 punts for 262 yards, including a 64-yarder, and returned 11 kickoffs for 285 yards.

  


	d. New York Giants, Washington Redskins. The game was played at the Polo Grounds on December 4. The Giants entered with a 7-2-1 record, while the Redskins were 6-2-2. The Redskins didn’t know what hit them. From the start, the Giants poured it on. They took a 7–0 first-quarter lead when Hank Soar ran for a 43-yard touchdown. Later in the quarter, Bull Karcis ran for a touchdown to make the score 14–0. In the third quarter, Ward Cuff kicked a 36-yard field goal and returned an interception 96 yards for a touchdown to increase the New York lead to 24–0. In the fourth quarter, Chuck Gelatka caught a touchdown pass from Tuffy Leemans and had a 7-yard pick-six as the Giants won 36–0.

  


	The Green Bay Packers. The Packers finished with a record of 9-2 and won the Western Division Championship by a game over the Chicago Bears. They began the season with wins over both of Chicago’s teams—the Cardinals and then the Bears. Then they lost 27–24 at home to the Cleveland Rams before winning three straight games over the Cardinals, Detroit Lions, and Washington Redskins. Then came a 30–27 loss to the Bears on November 5 in their first road game of the season. In that game, the Packers took a 7–0 first-quarter lead when Joe Laws returned a punt 72 yards for a touchdown. Later in the quarter, the Bears tied the score on a 57-yard touchdown run by Bob Swisher. Green Bay took a 13–7 lead after one quarter on a 32-yard touchdown pass from Cecil Isbell to Milt Gantenbein. At halftime, the Packers were up 20–17. The Bears took a 23–20 lead in the third quarter when Bernie Masterson threw an 8-yard touchdown pass to Dick Plasman. In the fourth quarter, Green Bay forged back ahead 27–23 on a 20-yard touchdown pass from Arnie Herber to Don Hutson. Bill Osmanski’s short touchdown run gave the Bears the lead again and was the game’s final points. The Packers won their final four games.
   

  

  


	Clarke Hinkle and Bronko Nagurski. Hinkle played for the Packers from 1932 through 1941. In his rookie year, he had 95 rushes for 331 yards with 3 touchdowns. In 1934, he ran the ball 144 times for 359 yards with a touchdown and had 11 receptions for 113 yards with a touchdown. Two years later, he had 100 carries for 476 yards with 5 touchdowns. In that season’s NFL Championship game, a 21–6 win over the Boston Redskins, Hinkle had 16 rushes for 58 yards. In 1937, he ran the ball 129 times for 552 yards with a league-leading 5 touchdowns and caught 8 passes for 116 yards with 2 touchdowns. In the 1938 NFL title game, a 23–17 defeat to the New York Giants, he had 18 rushes for 64 yards, including a 1-yard touchdown run in the second quarter. He was also a kicker and connected on an NFL-high 9-of-14 field-goal attempts in 1940 and a league-best 6-of-14 field-goal tries in 1941.
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