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CHAPTER ONE

Story Pitch

 

The second semester started with an unnecessary amount of fanfare. Cassandra Jones weaved in and out of the students, hurrying to her English class. This class was the same as last semester and would have mostly the same people, unless someone switched into it from elsewhere. She said hello to Jimmy and Nicole and Leigh Ann as she slipped into her seat, then paid attention as Ms. Talo began class.

“We’ll skip introductions and jump right into the lesson. We have a new book to read, and you’ll be doing a project on the book when its done. Kind of a like a book report, but much more in depth.”

Cassie took notes on her words, the mechanical pencil dancing across the paper, but her mind was elsewhere. Would she have any classes with Miles? Maybe math. Cassie had switched math classes, so there was a chance he’d be in her new one. Probably not in her teacher helper class, but maybe study hall!

“And don’t forget,” Ms. Talo said, drawing Cassie’s attention back to her, “the Market Fair is coming up. You and your partner should have solidified what you are making. Take the next ten minutes of class to sit and discuss what you’ll be doing.”

Cassie turned around and met Nicole’s wide blue eyes. The two of them were partners and had batted a few ideas back and forth, but they hadn’t yet decided on anything for sure.

“What are we doing?” Nicole mouthed at her.

Cassie waited as a few kids pushed past her chair, then got up and crouched beside Nicole. “I have no idea. I didn’t even think about it over break. I thought you would have something!” Nicole was the smart one, always coming up with clever, innovative presentations.

Nicole looked sheepish. “If it doesn’t involve movies, I’m kind of out of my element.”

“I’m so not creative,” Cassie said, her heart rate quickening. What were they going to do? “My mom does crafts. I’ll talk to her at home. Maybe she can help.”

“I’m sorry,” Nicole said. “I’ll see what I can do, too.”

The bell rang, and Nicole stood, shouldering her bag. “We’ll figure it out tomorrow, okay? We still have plenty of time.”

“Yeah,” Cassie said, though she didn’t share Nicole’s confidence.

She lingered for a moment by her desk, and then with a start she remembered second hour was her wild card class. It was the one where she wasn’t sure who would be in it. Quickly she grabbed up her binder and hurried down the hall to the math wing.

“Good morning, Cassie!” Mr. Adams boomed when she walked in.

Cassie smiled, taking comfort in the sight of her favorite teacher. “Good morning.”

“Cassie!” Riley popped out of a desk and waved her arm up and down, as if afraid Cassie might not see her. “Come sit with me!”

Cassie’s eyes scanned the classroom for a more inviting offer, but didn’t see any other friends. No Miles. “Sure.” She settled in next to Riley and tried not look disappointed.

Lunchtime arrived, and her heart sank as her chances to have a class with Miles or Andrea diminished. She scanned the cafeteria as she plopped down next to Emmett, Farrah, and Luke. No Andrea or Miles. She sighed and unwrapped her carrot sticks.

She thought things would get better at least in choir, but the first day of class was a total joke. It was a girls’ chorus, so no chance of seeing Miles. Most of the girls were eighth or ninth graders, since the seventh grade choir met during first hour. Cassie couldn’t take it then because of her English class, which was only offered first hour.

Ms. Berry took roll and then spent the entire time laughing and talking with another teacher. She ignored the class of students as they got louder and louder. The girls shrieked and gossiped, going through each other’s purses, trying on make-up, doing each other’s hair. Cassie couldn’t remember the last time she’d felt so out of place. No one spoke to her as she sat in her chair, and that suited her just fine. She pulled out her math homework and began plugging away at the questions.

When the bell rang and Ms. Berry dismissed them, Cassie only had two questions left. She worried about what she would do in study hall and then remembered she still had her geography homework. 

She quickened her step as she made her way to the life sciences building. It really was an honor that Ms. Prose had asked her to be a teacher helper. She’d done well in her life prep class, sure, but she hadn’t thought she’d done that well.

“Hi,” she greeted Ms. Prose as she walked in.

“Right on time,” Ms. Prose said. She fluffed her short dark mass of curls and directed Cassie to a room in the back. “Normally, I’ll have you in here, grading papers, filing assignments and stuff. Since this is the first day of the semester, though, I don’t have anything. And sometimes that will happen. Do you have homework to do?”

“Um, yes,” Cassie said, caught off guard. 

“Good. You might want to bring a book also. Grades come first, and I don’t want anything in here to get in the way of your studies. If you have an exam or something important coming up, let me know.”

“Okay,” Cassie said. She sank into a chair and waited until Ms. Prose left. The teacher’s voice carried into the small room as she addressed the students, and Cassie wished suddenly she was out there also, ears perked and taking notes, ready to learn. Instead she pulled out her math book and stared at the last two questions.

By the time she got to study hall an hour later, all of her homework was done. 

This is great, she told herself. I have lots of reading time. She pulled out her book and started reading.

The next day was almost exactly the same. Except this time, when Cassie sat down at the long table in study hall and pulled out her book, she wasn’t quite as excited. If every day was like this, she would need a lot more books.

*~*

“Okay, girls,” Ms. Berry said in choir on Wednesday. She cleared her throat and clapped her hands, trying in vain to quiet a classroom of girls that had not been told to hush so far this semester. “Girls. Girls!”

She managed to get their attention the last time. Cassie stuck her finger in her text book and closed it, ready to pop it open again in a moment and finish her assignment. The other girls around her lowered their voices, the conversations slowly dropping off.

“So I had most of you last semester,” Ms. Berry said, “but we have a few new faces this semester. I’d like to go ahead and do a range test with each of you. I’ll have you come up in groups of two, okay? And this will probably take the rest of the week. I’ll just play a scale and you sing to it until it goes too high or too low. Let’s start over here with the sopranos.”

Cassie
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