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01: The Tafsir of Surah Al-Fatiha (Opening of the Quran)

	 

	Which was revealed in Makkah

	 

	This Surah is named al-Fatihah (Opening) because it is the opening of the Qur'an. It is the first surah in accordance with the order of the Mushaf, as well as the first sura that a Muslim reads when performing prayers.

	 

	The names of Surah al-Fatihah

	 

	1. Ummul-Kitab (Mother of the Book)

	 

	The meaning of the book here is the Qur'an. 

	 

	2. Ummul-Qur'an (Mother of the Qur'an)

	 

	These two names are based on the hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said,
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	“Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds. It is the mother of the Qur’an, the mother of the Book, the Seven Oft- Recited (verses), and the Great Qur’an.” (At-Tirmidhi, 3123; Abu Dawud, 1457 with authentic status. There are also other lines narrated by Bukhari, 4704; Ahmad, 2/448)

	 

	3. Al-Hamd (Praise)

	 

	As explained in the hadith above, Alhamdulillahi Rabbil 'Alamin is Ummul Qur'an....

	 

	4. As-Salah (Salat)

	 

	It is called so because Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said in the Qudsi hadith, Allah said,
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	“I divided the prayer between Me and My servant into two halves…”

	 

	5. Ash-Shifa (Cure/Healer) 

	 

	It is called that based on the hadith narrated by Abu Sa'id al-Khudri. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said,

	 

	“Fatihatul-Kitab (Surah al-Fatihah) is Shifa (cure) for all diseases.”

	 

	6. Ar-Ruqyah 

	 

	It is called that based on the hadith of Abû Sa'id al-Khudri when he recited it to treat a man who was stung by a venomous animal. After that, Rasulullah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to Abu Sa'id al-Khudri:
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	How did you know that Surah al- Fatihah is a ruqyah (spell).

	 

	7. Asâsul-Qur'ân (Foundation of the Quran) 

	 

	This is based on the expression of Ibn Abbas who said, "The principle of al-Fâtihah is al-Basmalah."

	 

	8. Al-Waqiyah (Preventer)

	 

	This is based on the opinion of Sufyan bin Uyainah who called al-Fatihah as al-Waqiyah, because Surah al-Fatihah can protect a believer who reads it.

	 

	9. Al-Kafiyah (Enough)

	 

	This is based on the opinion of Yahya bin Abi Kathir, who according to him al-Fatihah is sufficient even without the other surahs, but the other surahs cannot be sufficient without the surah al-Fatihah.

	 

	10. Al-Kanz (Content)

	 

	It is called that because the content of meaning in surah al-Fâtihah contains the main messages from the contents of the Qur'an.

	 

	Makkiyyah, Totaling 7 Verses

	 

	Scholars differ on whether al-Fatihah is included in the Makkiyyah (revealed before the Hijrah) or Madaniyyah (revealed after the Hijrah). According to Ibn Abbas, Qatâdah, and Abû al-'Aliyah, Surah al- Fatihah is Makkiyyah. As for Abu Hurairah, Mujâ-hid, and 'Atha' bin Yasar say that this is a Madaniyyah surah.

	 

	Another opinion is that al-Fâtihah was sent down twice, first in Mecca, second in Medina. Some scholars are of the opinion that half of it descended in Mecca, while the other half in Medina. However, this opinion is very odd.

	 

	The strongest opinion is the first opinion, namely Makkiyyah. The basis is the word of God,
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	And verily We have given you as-sab'ul matsâni (seven verses that are read repeatedly, that is Surah Al-Fatiha)... (al-Hijr [15]:87)

	 

	This Surah al-Hijr is included in Makkiyyah. What is meant by as-sab`ul matsânî (seven verses that are read repeatedly) is surah al-Fatihah. Sab'un (seven) because the verses number seven. It is called matsânî (repetitive) because it is recited often (in the prayer). It is read in every rakaat of prayer.

	 

	Thus, based on the argument above, the number of verses in surah al-Fâtihah is seven. There is a need to ignore opinions that say the number of verses is six or eight, because this contradicts the above verse and the opinion of the majority of scholars.

	 

	Scholars differ in calculating the seven verses of surah al-Fatihah because of the status of “Basmallah”. We'll talk about that in a bit, in sha'Allah (If Allah wills).

	 

	According to the scholars, the number of words in al-Fatihah is 25 words, while the letters are 113 letters.

	 

	Why is it called Ummul-Kitab?

	 

	Surah al-Fatihah is called Ummul-Kitab because it is the first surah written in the Qur'an. Also it comes in the beginning of reading in prayer. This is Imam Bukhari's opinion.

	 

	Other scholars say, this surah is called Ummul-Kitâb because all the meanings contained in the Qur'an refer to what is contained in it.

	 

	Please see what is explained by Ibn Jarir ath-Thabârî below:

	 

	The Arabs name each set or the leading part of a thing if it has a continuation that follows it (like the imam in a large mosque) with the term umm (mother, parent). For that, they named the skin covering the brain with the term ummur-ra'si (mother of the head). They also named the banner or flag under which the team gathered with the term ummul-jaisy (mother of the team). Because of this, Makkah was named Ummul-Qurâ. Because, it is a city that gathers all the countries around it. There is also an opinion that says Ummul-Qurâ (mother of the country) because the earth is rounded starting from it.

	 

	Al-Fâtihah is the first complete surah revealed. As for what was revealed before, it is the beginning of surah al-Muddassir, al-Muzzammil, al-'Alaq, and al-Qalam. As for the verse of the Qur'an that was revealed for the first time, it is the beginning of surah al-'Alaq.

	 

	Hadith about the Priority of al-Fâtihah

	 

	1. Hadith narrated by Abu Sa'id bin Al-Mu’alla (Allah be pleased with him):

	 

	I was praying. The Messenger of Allah called me but I did not answer him until I finished praying. Then, I came to him, and he said: Why didn’t you come to me immediately?

	 

	I replied, "O Messenger of Allah, I was praying."

	 

	He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Didn't God say, O you who believe, fulfill the call of God and the call of the Messenger when your Messenger calls you to something that gives you life. (al-Anfal [8]: 24)

	 

	He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said again: Verily, I will teach you the greatest surah in the Qur'an before you leave this mosque.

	 

	Then, he held my hand.

	 

	When he was about to leave the mosque, I asked, "O Messenger of Allah, you have said that you will teach me one of the greatest surahs of the Qur'an."

	 

	He replied: Yes, Al-Handu lillahi rabbil 'alamin. It is the seven repeated verses and al-'azhim (Glorious) al-Qur'an that was given to me.

	 

	Bukhari, 4474, 4647, 4703, 5006; Abd Dawud, 1458; an-Nasat, 913 (2/139); Ibnu Majah, 3758; Ahmad, 3/ 450, ad-Darimi, 2/ 445; Abu Ya'la, 6837

	 

	2. Hadith from Abu Hurairah (Allah be pleased with him):

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) once went out to meet Ubay bin Ka'ab (Allah be pleased with him) who was praying. He called, O Ubay!

	 

	Ubay turned his head but did not answer. Then he called again, O Ubay! 

	 

	Ubay hastened his prayer.

	 

	After Ubay finished the prayer, he met the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), then greeted him, "Assalamu'alaika ya Rasulullah!"

	 

	Rasulullah replied, Wa 'alaika salam! O Ubay, what prevented you from answering me when I called you? 

	He said: “O Messenger of Allah, verily I was praying.”

	 

	The Messenger of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Did you not find what God revealed to me that fulfill the call of God and the call of the Messenger when the Messenger calls you to something that gives you life?

	 

	"O Messenger of Allah, I promise not to repeat it again."

	 

	The Messenger of Allah said: Would you like it if I taught you a surah that has never been revealed in the Torah, the Injil, the Psalms, and there is no similar surah in the Qur'an? 

	 

	He replied, "Yes, O Messenger of Allah."

	 

	The Prophet said, “In fact, I really hope that before I leave the door of this mosque you will know about it.” 

	 

	Then, Rasulullah held my hand while talking to me. I slowed my pace for fear that he would reach the door of the mosque before he finished hi conversation.

	 

	When we approached the door, I asked, "O Messenger of Allah, what surah did you promise to teach me?"

	 

	He said: What do you read when you open your prayer? 

	 

	Then I recited surah Ummul-Qur'ân (al-Fâtihah) to him.

	 

	After that, he said, “By Allah in whose hand my soul is, Allah has never revealed in the Tawrah, the Injil, the Zabur or the Furqan a Surah like it. It is the seven repeated verses that I was given.”

	 

	At-Tirmidhi in Fadháil-Qur'an, 2875; an-Nasa1, 914; Ahmad, 2/412-413; ad-Darimi, 2/446; Abu Ya'la, 6482; Hakim, 1/557, authenticated by adz-Dzahabi

	 

	3. Hadith from Abdullah bin Jâbir (Allah be pleased with him) which tells the following:

	 

	I came to the Messenger of Allah who at that time he had poured water for ablution, so I said, "Assalamu'alaika, O Messenger of Allah!" However, he did not answer me. I said again, "Assalamu `alaika, O Messenger of Allah!" However, he still did not answer me. Then I said again, "Assalamu 'alaika, O Messenger of Allah!" However, he still did not answer me.

	 

	The Prophet then walked and I was behind him until he entered his tent. Then, I entered the mosque, then sat in a sad state.

	 

	The Messenger of God came out to meet me in a state of purification, then said, Wa `alaika salam wa rahmatullah wa barakatuh, wa `alaika salam wa rahmatullah wa barakatuh, wa 'alaika salam wa rahmatullah wa barakatuh!

	 

	Then, he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Shall I teach you, O 'Abdullah bin Jabir, one of the best surahs in the Qur'an?

	 

	I replied, "Yes, O Messenger of Allah!"

	 

	The Messenger of Allah said: Read alhamdulillahi rabbil àlamin (al-Fatihah) until it is finished.

	 

	Of the three hadiths narrated above-as well as similar hadiths-some scholars make the argument that it is permissible to prioritize one surah over another. Among the scholars who hold this opinion are Ishaq bin Rahawaih, Abu Bakr bin al-'Arabî, and Ibn al-Haffär from the Maliki School.

	 

	There are also a number of scholars such as al-Asy'ari, Abû Bakar al-Bâqilanî, and Abû Hâtim al-Busti who are of the opinion that it is not permissible to prioritize a surah because all of them are Kalámullâh (words of Allah). The goal is not to think that prioritizing something means there is a lack of something that is outweighed by its primacy. All surahs in the Qur'an are main, have the same level of primacy, because all of them are Kalâmullâh.

	 

	4. Hadith from Abû Sa'id al-Khudri (Allah be pleased with him), he narrates that when he was on a journey, suddenly a young slave girl came. Then she said, "Surely the leader of the tribe is stung by a poisoned animal, while our people are away. Is there anyone among you who can do ruqyah (healing with spells)?"

	 

	One of us stood up, even though we had never noticed before that he could perform ruqyah. Later, the man performed ruqyah and it turned out that the leader of the tribe was cured. So, the leader of the tribe ordered to pay us thirty goats and give us a drink of milk. When the man returned, we asked him, "Are you able to perform ruqyah or are you good at performing ruqyah?"

	 

	He replied, "No, I only perform ruqyah by reading Ummul-Kitâb. (al-Fâti- hah)."

	 

	We said, "Don't talk about anything before we arrive and ask the Messenger of Allah." 

	 

	When we arrived in Madinah, we told the Messenger of Allah about it and he replied: How did you know that al-Fâtihah is ruqyah? Share it and give me a portion of it.

	 

	According to some narrations, it was Abu Sa'id al-Khudri who performed ruqyah on the person who was stung.

	 

	5. Hadith from Abdullah bin 'Abbas, he narrates:

	 

	When we were with the Prophet
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