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A. IOIlg time agO, in ancient India, there was a

beautiful kingdom named Mahilaropya. The kingdom was ruled by a king
named Amarshakti. He had three sons named Ugrashakti, Bahushakti and
Anantashakti. Being a scholar himself, Amarshakti was disappointed with his
sons’ disinterest in learning. Their laziness and inability to gain knowledge
made the king very angry.

One day, he called his ministers to discuss with them the future of his
successors. The king said, “I have called upon you to seek advice on an
important matter. The men of learning say that idle sons bring dishonour to
their father. And I have three of the laziest sons to worry about. I turn to you
for counsel on this” One of the ministers came forward and advised the king

to consult a wise Brahmin, Pandit Vishnu Sharma.
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The Panchatantra is a collection of five books comprising ancient Indian
fables written by Pandit Vishnu Sharma. It is believed to be composed
somewhere in the 3rd century BCE. Panchatantra is based on nitishastra.
The word ‘Panchatantra’ is made of two Sanskrit words, pancha(five) and tantra
(thing). It talks about mitra bheda (estrangement of friends), mitra samprapti
(winning of friends), kakalukiyam (of crows and owls), labdha pranasam (loss
of gains), and aparikshita karakam (rash deeds). The work is spread across the
globe. It first reached Europe sometime in the 11th century. It existed in various
languages like Old Slavonic, German, Spanish, Latin, Greek, French and Czech.

In Franklin Edgerton’s words, the Panchatantra is “certainly the most
frequently translated literary product of India” The stories are as relevant in

modern times as they were in the ancient times.
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The combination of these five books is known as Panchatantra. It is a
nitishastra, also known as a ‘textbook of ethics’, which teaches the wise conduct
of life. Each wise and witty story in all the five books teaches the harmonious
development of humans and the ability to achieve joy by combining friendship,
prosperity, security, action and learning. Since ancient times, Panchatantra
has been regarded as a popular children’s guide for solving problems of life and
continues to do so even today.

We have selected six famous animal stories from the Panchatantra for
children. The stories are accompanied with bright and beautiful illustrations

to make reading a fun-filled experience for the child.
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Amarshakti accepted his minister’s advice and asked him to summon Vishnu
Sharma to the palace.

When the Pandit arrived, the king addressed him, saying, “O
gentleman, you must undertake the responsibility of teaching
my sons. In return, I will grant you several acres of land’
Vishnu Sharma smiled, “Oh king, I do not need your lands. Knowledge can't be
purchased with money. I will tutor your sons. Six months from now, your sons
will be great scholars. And if they are not, you can order me to change my name!”
From that day onwards, the sons lived with Vishnu Sharma and learned the
five books, The Loss of Friends, The Winning of Friends, Crows and Owls, Loss

of Gains, and Ill-considered Actions, by heart.
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