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INTRODUCTION

GREETINGS, TRUE BELIEVERS AND PARENTS ACROSS THE UNIVERSE AND BEYOND! Welcome to the astonishing universe of being responsible for a living, breathing creature, while also being a Marvel fan. Parenthood is difficult and challenging, but a whole lot of fun too. And while this process doesn’t come with a manual, Great Responsibility: Raising Your Little Hero from Toddler to Teen is the closest you’ll find to a field guide for the true believer embarking upon the greatest Journey into Mystery of all: parenthood.

If you’re looking for expert information that will give you all the answers, or profound advice that will always steer you in the right direction, well, this isn’t it. Truth is, that book of wisdom may not exist. Don’t expect this to be a magical tome filled with enchantments to cast bedtime sleep spells on your children. And, while there’s not a “Doctor” title in front of our names (though we’ve been known to yell “DOOM!” while hiding in our Latverian sanctuaries for no reason), we are two authors who are also parents doing our best, raising our kids to the best of our abilities and hoping that the Eye of the Watcher will show us the way. Parenting is an experience that’s inherently unique to each and every person. Being a parent is hard, and though Marvel characters have telepathic powers and inhuman abilities, they still have the same hurdles and frustrations as everyday parents. They just have to combat invading Kree warriors while doing it. See, you’re already one step ahead!

The good news is that, as a Marvel Comics fan, you’ve already been exposed to some of the most valuable wisdom to apply to your life as a parent. From expectant parents to those ready to release their Gifted Youngsters out into the Sentinel-filled world, we look toward the most beloved Marvel characters to glean wisdom and inspiration, all with a sense of humor to help navigate the most daunting tasks of parenting.

Familial relationships within Marvel have incredible themes that are often mirrored in our everyday lives. Whether it’s the struggles of raising a God of Thunder and a God of Mischief concurrently, or dealing with your angsty teen’s mutant tendencies, much can be learned through our favorite characters’ journeys. Let’s face it, turning your kids into well-rounded humans (who don’t scheme to collect Infinity Gems for world domination) can be just as hard as getting gamma radiation out of a baby’s onesie. Hopefully with this book by your side, both will be a little easier.

Structured chronologically to parallel a child’s development from newborn to young adult, we’ll explore themes, challenges, lessons, pitfalls, tips and tricks, and advice all with the trademark Marvel wit, wisdom, and earnestness that is sure to bring tears of both laughter and emotion. Think of this as your Book of Vishanti… with possible paths to enlightenment. This book may not solve all your parenting problems, but it will make raising your little super hero a lot more fun.

—JENN AND TROY
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CHAPTER 1

IT’S A TERRAN!

BABIES AND TODDLERS: AGES 0 THROUGH 3
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SO YOU’RE EXPECTING A BABY? Congratulations! Becoming a parent can be one of the most rewarding experiences of your life. Successfully raising a small Terran from a Throg-sized nugget to a strong and independent young adult will make you feel like you could take on the whole Kree empire. Heck, you could even do it with one hand tied behind your back. Undoubtedly, since receiving the news you’ll be a parent soon, there have to be a million things running through your head. But you’ve got this. Even if you’re double-agenting between S.H.I.E.L.D. and Hydra while simultaneously moonlighting as an Avenger like Jessica Drew, you’ll still somehow manage to find the time to be an amazing and present parent.

If it’s your first time having a child, don’t worry. That lump you feel in the bottom of your stomach is normal. Unless you ate something funky, in which case it’s probably a bad Clowntown burger. Either way, that feeling will pass in time. That sensation may infrequently return, but it can be used as fuel for the courage and confidence you’ll need for the next few decades. Seriously, if it was the burger and it keeps happening, maybe try something else on the menu next time?

Let’s start with the daunting stuff. To put it bluntly, the world you used to know is over. Is that a sharp corner? The baby will want to bonk their head on it. Will intergalactic forces zealously want to utilize your child to open a wormhole for invading forces? Possibly. You’re going to be on high alert twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. You have to put yourself in Cable’s shoes and look at your new baby as Hope Summers: the last of mutantkind. Everything and everyone has it out for them, including themselves. It is your sworn duty to protect them at all costs. Not to mention, you’ll be doing it all on empty because you yourself haven’t slept since the new addition entered our realm. You’re going to need stamina, patience, and probably a whole lot of caffeine. But hey, caffeine has been shown to extend your life span. Bonus!

[image: image]

If this is your second kid (or beyond), luckily you already have an inkling of the future that lies ahead. This precognitive ability is a lot like Ruth Aldine / Blindfold’s extraordinary talents and can be a valuable asset as a parent. You won’t exactly have the ability to predict a civil war between factions of the X-Men. But you will be equipped with the knowledge to expect when you will—and when you won’t—be able to sleep for the next several years, what cues mean hunger or tiredness, and how to efficiently and properly extinguish an incendiary outburst of flames. But don’t be fooled. Second kids are always different. All the telepathic mind tricks you used on the first one may not work the second time around.

Waiting for a newborn’s arrival can be overwhelming. The uncertainty feels like an unstoppable Wakandan maglev train speeding into a foggy horizon. The fog is thick with nerves associated with everything from driving to the hospital to the next eighteen years. As you head into the fog, you realize parenting carries the weight of great sacrifice. If you’re like Jessica Drew / Spider-Woman, pregnancy means cutting out your favorite foods. But it also means being infuriatingly sidelined and sitting out field missions and having to call the shots from the van, watching as someone else does a job you know you could do in your sleep. Or also like Jessica, suddenly and confusingly wondering if your prized motorcycle is an acceptable and safe mode of transportation during the pregnancy.

Jessica Drew made a conscious decision to become a parent, with the understanding it would change her life immeasurably. But even going into it with that knowledge, she didn’t realize the massive pendulum shift that she’d have to combat. She could no longer run headfirst into danger feeling like she had nothing to lose. With a dependent being as your charge (especially a newborn that will try to fling itself into an interdimensional portal multiple times daily and it’s your job to stop that), your priorities are about to make a massive metamorphosis right down to the DNA. Ultimately, the transformation will be worth it
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