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I. Ioakim is the pen name of an independent author whose work explores the myths, histories, and interior lives of ancient Greece. Writing in the tradition of literary mythology fiction, I. Ioakim reimagines the gods, Titans, and mortals of the ancient world as fully interior beings — conscious, suffering, and searching for meaning within the structures that define them.

The mythology series spans primordial deities, Olympian gods, heroes, and the women whose stories the ancient tradition consistently underrepresented. Each novel is written as a standalone work, entering a single consciousness and staying there long enough to understand what it costs to be that particular being in that particular world.

I. Ioakim's books are available through Amazon KDP and major digital retailers worldwide.
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She was a mortal girl so beautiful that mortals stopped worshipping Aphrodite, and this was the beginning of all her trouble.

This is the story of Psyche — whose name meant soul, which was either a coincidence or the most precise naming in the history of the ancient world — the youngest of three daughters of a mortal king, whose beauty provoked a goddess's jealousy, whose marriage to an invisible husband she was forbidden to look upon, and whose eventual immortality was purchased at the cost of every impossible task Aphrodite could devise to prevent it.

It is the story of what genuine love actually requires — not the easy love of two people ideally suited to each other in comfortable circumstances, but the demanding love that survives betrayal, that persists through punishment, that descends into the underworld and returns.

It is the story of Eros learning that love cannot be built on concealment, and of Psyche learning that love sometimes requires doing the terrible thing anyway.

It is, in the end, a story about the soul — what it survives, what it becomes, and what it was always capable of becoming if only the right impossible circumstances were arranged to demand it.
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Chapter One: The Girl Whose Beauty Was a Problem
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She had not asked to be beautiful in the way that she was beautiful — had not cultivated it or performed it or deployed it with the conscious strategy that some people brought to their own considerable physical gifts. She had simply been born with a face and a form that exceeded what mortal beauty typically produced, that arrested the attention of anyone who encountered it with the specific and involuntary quality of genuine beauty's effect rather than the more managed and more calculated effect of mere attractiveness skillfully presented.

The problem this created was not primarily the ordinary problem of beautiful women in the ancient world — the unwanted attention, the political value assigned to her appearance in the context of potential marriage alliances, the various complications that exceptional physical beauty produced in the social landscape of any era. These problems existed and she navigated them with reasonable competence. The problem that ultimately determined the entire subsequent course of her life was more specific and more dangerous than any of these ordinary complications.

Mortals had begun treating her as divine. They had begun offering her the specific kinds of worship and the specific kinds of reverence that were properly owed to gods — leaving flowers at her feet as she walked, treating her passage through their cities as the occasion for the specific and personal religious attention that divine visits to the mortal world were supposed to represent, directing toward her the devotion that ought properly to have been directed toward Aphrodite herself.

Aphrodite noticed. The goddess of love and beauty noticed that her own temples were being neglected in favor of a mortal girl's beauty, that the offerings and the reverence that sustained her own divine worship were being redirected toward something that was not divine and had no right to receive divine worship regardless of how beautiful it happened to be.

The response Aphrodite organized was the response of a goddess who had been genuinely and specifically insulted — not the casual anger of someone momentarily inconvenienced, but the sustained and purposeful response of a divine being who understood that the specific insult to her own domain required a specific and adequate answer. She called for her son Eros and gave him the assignment: find this mortal girl and make her fall in love with the most wretched and contemptible man available, an assignment designed to punish the source of the insult through the specific mechanism of making that source's own romantic life as undignified and as publicly humiliating as possible.

Psyche knew none of this. She moved through her life unaware that a goddess had taken offense at her existence and had commissioned the god of love himself to organize the specific punishment that her inadvertent offense warranted. She was aware of her own beauty in the simple and direct way that any person was aware of something other people consistently and visibly responded to — but she was not particularly invested in it, not cultivating it as a primary strategy for her life's development, not understanding herself primarily through the lens of the effect her appearance had on those who encountered it.

She was interested in other things — in the specific and various qualities of the world around her, in the people she encountered and what their specific characters and specific situations revealed about the broader range of human possibility, in the question of what her own life was actually going to contain beyond the admiration her beauty consistently generated but that never seemed to translate into the specific and genuine connection she found herself most wanting.

She had not yet been loved, in the specific and genuine sense of being known and valued as a specific person rather than as a beautiful object. This was the particular absence at the center of her considerable life — the recognition, held with more sadness than bitterness, that her beauty attracted attention of every kind except the kind she most genuinely wanted.
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