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THEY SAY GUYS CAN'T get bullied. Man, were they wrong. 

Just another lie vicious girls feed to young, impressionable boys.

After the beat down of a lifetime, Mike Bishop presses onward.

With his lust for Robyn driving him into her arms, everything fades into the background. His sense of self. His instincts for self-preservation. Even his best friend warns him of the trouble ahead. And with his college career finally jumpstarting his future, he can't afford to take any risks. 

That is, until he does. 

A risk that threatens to ruin everything he's worked for up to this point.
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Mike

“Fucking hell.”

I slipped my sunglasses off and gazed in the mirror. Two weeks. It’d been two weeks since those assholes jumped me in the alleyway, and I still looked like shit. Granted, the bruises were fading. A little bit. But the aches in my body were still prevalent. My rib cage hurt like a motherfucker. The bruises were a disgusting faded black with yellow and green undertones. I looked like I had a flesh-eating disorder of some sort.

“Such bullshit.”

I sighed as I splashed some water on my face. I had powered through school for the last few days without a peep from The Sorority House. Which was odd. This was probably the longest I’d ever gone without hearing from them. Or seeing them. Or generally being tortured by them. I mean, Greek Street had been busier than ever this year with parties and all sorts of super-secret nonsense. Which was great, because it gave me time to breathe. Time to relax.

Time to heal.

I slid my shirt over my head and looked at my torso in the mirror. I slid my fingers over the bruises, which were still as dark as ever. Thank fuck my clothes covered them. Because the sunglasses did almost nothing to hide the bruises on my face. The only injuries that had fully recovered were the bruise on my jaw and the limp in my step. Everything else seemed to be taking its sweet, pretty little time.

What a disgusting cap on my night with Robyn.

Robyn.

I sighed as I slipped my shirt back on. Sundays were lazy days and days for lagging homework. But this Sunday was a bit different. Today it’d be filled with thoughts of Robyn. How much I missed her. How much I always missed her, despite running into her in the hallways, seeing her during classes, and texting back and forth with her like we’d been doing.

I always wanted her around.

Which was stupid given the fact that I didn’t know her well. One date. One date was all it took for me to be snagged onto her hook, and I couldn't let go. I couldn’t get myself off it. There was something about her that was different. Something compelling. Something captivating. It felt like I’d known her forever. Like she’d always been there. She understood me. She got me. And I had no issues opening up to her and telling her all my stories. My secrets. The things I usually hide away from people on campus.

Like where I grew up. Or what my childhood was like. Or the fact that I wasn’t loaded to the nines, like Dozer and his family.

You hardly know her, dumbass. You’re going to get yourself in trouble again.

I shook my head as I walked out of my bathroom. My brain seemed to be the only reminder of the real truth here, through all this. It never ceased to remind me that I’d only had one date with the girl. That I hadn’t known her for more than a few weeks. I walked over to my small coffeepot and poured me another mug, ready to suck down the caffeinated goodness before taking today as a lazy reading day. I had chapters to work through with classes. I had pre-class notes I needed to take. I really needed to step up my game, because I’d been lagging in classes all week due to my injuries. Due to the pain they had me in.

And that wasn’t a good look for this internship.

Robyn isn’t a good look for your internship.

I sighed before taking a hot sip of my coffee. I mean, it was kind of the truth. She was already dangerous to get involved with because she was rushing DZ. But, she was a distraction. Something I couldn't afford when all my mental energy and acuity needed to be poured into my future.

Then again, she was all I dreamed about at night.

I took my mug of coffee over to my bed and sat down. I slipped back under the covers, staring at my blank television screen off to the side. It sat on my dresser, collecting dust and barely getting turned on. I didn’t watch much television. Again, a distraction. And I needed to stay focused. Especially with Brenda and the girls on the prowl.

Sure, Greek life was busy right now. But once whatever was going on ended? I knew Brenda would come for me, and come for me hard. She and Trinity. Hannah too. Those three girls were like the mob. Mobster Mafiosi out to destroy my life over a vendetta. “You mess with one of them, you mess with all of them” kind of thing.

And with me wanting to take Robyn on a second date? I expected those three to come harder at me now.

You created this mess.

In some respects, yeah. I did. I knew Robyn was rushing this damn sorority, and I wanted to take her out anyway. That wouldn't sit well with Brenda. Or Trinity. Or any of the other girls. I almost expected Brenda to come harder at me now. Like those guys in the alleyway. I was practically convinced they did Brenda a favor. Probably in exchange for some dumbass favor or party invitation or private whatever at The Sorority House.

Leave it to Brenda to prance around in a bikini for an hour for strangers just to get something done.

What a piece of work, that one.

The toggling of my doorknob pulled me from my trance. I whipped my head up, wondering if this was it. Were the girls breaking in? Was this what they’d devolved to? Breaking into my room and attempting to smother me first thing in the morning?

“Well, fuck me in the earhole, this door’s such bullshit.”

I physically sighed with relief when I heard Dozer’s voice. My door slammed open, and in he stumbled. Haggard. Exhausted. And disheveled. I quirked an eyebrow before peeking over at my clock, shocked at how early it was. Nine thirty in the morning. On a Sunday.

Usually, Dozer wasn’t up until well past noon.

“You good?” I asked.

Dozer slammed the door closed behind him. “Your lock needs to be easier to jimmy.”

“Coffee’s on the counter.”

“Thanks. Got any food?”

I shrugged, and I guess that was Dozer’s cue to go rummaging through my fridge. Though, I made a mental note to check the damn lock on that door. It shouldn't have been that easy to open when locked. Unless I didn’t lock it last night?

I did take some sleeping medication to help me power through the pain.

Shit. I had to be more careful with that kind of thing.

“Yeah, you really don’t have much in here, do you?” Dozer asked.

“You know breakfast isn’t really my thing,” I said.

“Yeah, coffee’s your thing. But food’s my thing.”

“Then keep food at your place.”

“Hey, listen up. I keep your coffee stocked at my place. Least you can do is keep a meatball sub or something in here for me whenever I come over.”

I wrinkled my nose. “Does a meatball sub keep in the fridge like that?”

“You know what I mean. Dick.”

“Morning to you too,” I said, chuckling.

“At any rate, I’m famished. And I don’t have shit to eat at my place. So, here I am.”

“And here I thought you came to visit because you love me.”

Dozer started pulling out random ingredients. “Pretty sure that’s obvious at this point. Brotherly love, and all that shit.”

“Oh, be still my beating heart.”

I chuckled as he closed the refrigerator door. It wasn’t much of a fridge, really. But it was better than nothing. These small studio apartments on campus were barely eight hundred square feet. But I still had the room I needed and the privacy I required behind that bathroom door. The only room in the place that was sectioned off. I watched Dozer make some cacophony of a sandwich. The last of my sliced turkey, some bologna, mayo, and mustard slathered onto hamburger buns. He slapped some shredded lettuce on there, as well as some pickles. He’d found tomato slices that had been in there for fuck knows how long. And finally, he placed three slices of cheese on there before squeezing it all together.

“Bombs away,” Dozer said.

“That’s a gut bomb, all right,” I murmured.

He came over and sat on the edge of my bed, wiping crumbs off his face. He didn’t have his leather jacket on, which was surprising to me. Since he never left the damn apartment without it. Something was off about Dozer. He looked a little more tired than usual. Bags under his eyes. A breathy quality to his voice.

“You good, dude?” I asked.

Dozer sighed. “We need to talk, man. Like, really talk.”

“Okay?”

“I’ll get to the point because I’m tired and my leather jacket’s being cleaned. I think you should stay far away from The Sorority House girls.”

“Why is your jacket being cleaned?”

“Can we focus?”

“Your jacket’s being cleaned, so you’re tired. Did I hear that right?”

“Hey, Mike. You know that jacket contains my mojo. Without it, I’m nothing, man. Just a carcass. Just an overused sack of meat.”

I snickered. “You’re the biggest drama king I know. You know that?”

“Did you hear me?” he asked.

“I did. I heard you. Through the dramatism of your statement.”

“Let’s tone down the big words until I can get this sandwich down.”

“How long has it been since you’ve smoked?”

He sighed. “Too fucking long. Gotta wait until tomorrow to stock myself up again.”

Ah. That’s why he wasn’t feeling well. Got it.

“Okay, so. You want me to stay away from the DZ girls. I get it,” I said.

“I’m serious too. They’re trouble. All of them. You know it. I know it. And something in the pit of my gut tells me they had something to do with this.”

His finger moved in the air and all along my body, pointing out my bruises. I nodded, agreeing with him. But I didn’t want to ask the question on my mind.

What about Robyn?

“They’re big and mean. They’re relentless girls, Mike. And if you’re not going to take care of yourself or get police involved when it matters, then you need to stay away from them. All of them,” Dozer said.

“I hear you. One hundred percent,” I said.

“And that includes Robyn, dude.”

I felt myself frown. I had a feeling he was talking about that. Getting to her, at some point in time. But I didn’t want to give up on something that made me so happy. That made me feel lighter than air. That made me feel on top of the world. And more than that, Robyn felt right for me. It didn’t just feel good being with her, it felt right being with her. I’d never felt that way about anyone either. I’d never felt that good being around someone. Especially a girl. And now, even my best friend was advising I keep my distance.

I didn’t like that.

“I’m telling you, if you met Robyn, you’d know she’s not like all those other girls. She doesn’t fit in with The Sorority House. She’s not like them,” I said.

“Trinity was a nice girl until she joined that sorority too. And believe it or not, my sister was tolerable, before DZ. I don’t know what the fuck that sorority does to girls, but it’s not good. And it’ll eventually turn Robyn, no matter how good you think she—”

I shook my head. “No, it won’t. I mean, other than the fact that I really do think she won’t end up rushing fully with them, it won’t change her. She’s not like that.”

“You’ve had one date with her. For all you know, the girls are putting her up to this.”

His words ripped my breath away from me. The one fear I’d had throughout this entire time, and he’d spat it out into the air like it was nothing. I mean, were the DZ girls that ruthless? If I looked at everything objectively, I saw Brenda pulling off something like having me jumped in an alleyway. But as payback for going out with another one of their girls. Was she such a bitch and so psychotic that she would have wrangled Robyn into taking me out on a date just to get me near an alleyway so she could have me jumped? Was she really such a psychopath that all of this could have been planned from the beginning?

Is Robyn really the kind of girl to go along with something like that?

“I’m just trying to look out for you, dude. Okay? I’m tired of seeing you get pushed around by those prissy little bitches. And you keep saying it yourself, you’re so close. You need to keep your attention on school. Blah, blah, blah. So, keep your attention on school. Stay focused on the end goal and stop getting sidetracked by some piece of ass that—”

“Robyn isn’t a piece of ass.”

Dozer took another bite of his sandwich. “You know what I’m saying. Just watch your back. Stay away from them. And any dates with Robyn that could end up getting you into more trouble with those asshats.”

And while I didn’t want to admit it out loud, I knew he was right.
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Robyn

I struggled getting to sleep Sunday night. Maybe it was the random lack of text message I’d suddenly gotten from Mike. Or maybe it was the fact that I’d put off some of my homework until much later, hoping he’d call or come by and want to take me out randomly. Maybe it was the fact that thoughts of Mike had me distracted anyway, or the fact that things had ramped up here all week in the house. I wasn’t sure, but I lay there. Staring up at the ceiling. Until I fell asleep shortly after midnight.

Only to wake up in the dead of night to the feeling of someone shaking my shoulder.

I groaned and rolled over, pulling the covers over my head. I didn’t care who it was, I just wanted them to leave me alone. I heard a couple giggles fill my bedroom, all of which I recognized at this point. I’d gotten to know all the girls over the course of the past week with various activities we had to perform. Like, walking all the way around campus while trying to spew as many facts about ourselves to a chosen partner we could. Or, running up and down the street in our pajamas, screaming at the top of our lungs our biggest, most embarrassing secret. Or, waking up to a midnight buffet of food the sisters cooked and telling stories around a “campfire.”

Which was essentially some flashlights
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