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“Jesus said to them, "The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, lest the darkness overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

John 12:35, RSV2CE.

Copyright © 2025

By

Fernando Davalos

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means; electronic, mechanical, or otherwise, other than for “fair use”, without the written consent of the author.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Index


[image: ]


[image: A purple spiral with a arrow

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

The Two Kingdoms of Humanity 

A Dark, Fallen and Rebellious Kingdom

A Realm Ruled by the Sword 

A Spiritual, Redeemed and Divine Kingdom  

A Realm Ruled by the Word of God

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Two Kingdoms of Humanity 

[image: ]


[image: A painting of a person lying on a rock

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

“He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

Colossians 1:13, RSV2CE.

Ever since the fall of the angels, salvation history is often cast as a tale of two kingdoms in conflict: the Kingdom of God versus the Kingdom of Satan. Humanity finds itself in the crossfire - and indeed, the prize to be won. After being cast down, Satan set out to ruin God’s beloved creation: he succeeded in seducing Adam and Eve into disobedience, thus subjecting them and their descendants to sin and death. In doing so, Satan gained a certain dominion over fallen humanity. Scripture calls him “the prince of this world” (John 14:30) and even “the god of this age” (2 Cor 4:4) – not to glorify him, but to acknowledge the tragic extent of human bondage to evil. The Church Fathers often taught that the demons seek to drag humanity into their rebellion. Unable to touch God, they strike at those made in God’s image (History Affairs, 2025. The Fall of Angels: Satan’s Rebellion and Christ’s Victory Over Darkness. historyaffairs.com).

Saint Augustine will argue that all of world history can be understood as the story of ‘two cities’ - the city of God and the city of man. These two cities are, at one level, simply believers (the city of God) and unbelievers (the city of man). One’s ‘citizenship’ in one or the other of these two cities is determined by one’s loves: “two cities have been formed by two loves: the earthly by the love of self, even to the contempt of God; the heavenly by the love of God, even to the contempt of self.” (Augustine, City of God, XIV. 28). At the core of one’s destiny is the human heart. These two cities start with Adam (who, at first, is simply the first person in the city of God). With sin, we see the city of man emerge. These two cities grow, and in the present, they are ‘intermixed’ and ‘intermingled.’ (Brad Green, 2024, Augustine’s The City of God and Why It Matters Today. christoverall.com).

“The kingdom of God was Jesus’ top concern. He inaugurated God’s kingdom coming on this earth; He taught and spoke about it extensively; He subjected himself to the supremacy and rule of the kingdom. As was the case for Jesus, God’s kingdom should be our top concern and vision for the world. ‘In Christianity, the shift from faith as trust to faith as belief was primarily a product of the Enlightenment. The overemphasis on personal salvation led to a crisis of missing the importance of discipleship in following Jesus. ‘The greatest barrier to a whole life of discipleship is a theory of salvation that does not include it.’ The history of the church is a reminder that until the rise of the academic theology called scholasticism in the thirteenth century, all the great theologians, the witnesses to the truth of God, were also great saints. They lived lives of great holiness and used their intelligence in the service of God. They experienced a lived theology” (Chong Kim, 2015, Identity in God’s Kingdom, pp.10,12-13. William Carey International University Press. academia.edu).

The kingdom of darkness represents a spiritual realm, or domain dominated by death, where Satan heads a hostile resistance force against the kingdom of God and Jesus Christ. In this dark sphere, Satan holds the position of power, authority and rule over human hearts and other spiritual beings. Such an invisible kingdom is depicted by Paul in Ephesians 6:12: “For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (RSV2CE). The kingdom of darkness is a darkened, unregenerated condition in which Satan dominates the hearts and minds of a sinful humanity. Before salvation, people’s minds are “darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart” (Ephesians 4:18, RSV2CE). But the kingdom of Christ is the new home of believers. God relocates us from our country of origin to become ‘citizens of heaven’ (Got Questions, 2025. What is the kingdom of darkness? Colossians 1:13 ? gotquestions.org.  
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“ Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they were defeated and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world, he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”

Revelation 12:7-9, RSV2CE.

The concept of fallen angels embodies themes of rebellion, loss, and the consequences of defiance against divine authority, reflecting society’s ongoing struggle with the nature of good and evil, and serving as a grave warning for humanity today. Traditionally, these angels were once esteemed members of the celestial hierarchy but chose to defy God, resulting in their expulsion from Heaven. As symbols of rebellion, they challenge the established order and question the nature of free will, morality, and the consequences of one’s actions. Fallen angels thus become powerful cautionary tales, warning against the perils of pride, ambition, and the acceptance of evil as a means to an end (Paranormal Country, 2025. Fallen Angels: A Dark Legacy of Rebellion and Warning. Paranormalcountry.com).

“Indifference constitutes one of humanity’s grave sins, especially when exhibited in the face of the evils that confront others. Some biblical writings illustrate the divine disapproval of indifference to evil, describing it as spiritually destructive and a failure to love (Revelation 3:15-16; Matthew 24:12). Our shared humanity, our common bond as fellow human beings, urges us to exert every effort and explore all possibilities to provide relief to people and circumstances needing our assistance. Indifference toward evil is a condemnable phenomenon, given that it provides the fertile ground for evil to flourish. Whenever we are indifferent to the sufferings or misfortunes experienced by others, we indirectly promote those evils” (Emmanuel Effiong Bassey, 2025. Biblical Critique of Indifference to Evil, pp.133-136. The Catholic University of America).

The fallen angels brought several diseases to humanity, disguised as sins such as pride, envy, greed, gluttony, wrath, and lust, among other ailments that spread like viruses throughout all humankind. The fallen angels and their deadly sins symbolize the darker aspects of human nature, and the consequences of turning away from divine wisdom (tuko.co.ke).

St. Augustine emphasized that the difference between the holy angels and the fallen ones arose not from nature, but from will. Some theologians of the catholic tradition speculated that God revealed to the angels His plan to create man in His image, and even to unite Himself to material creation (in the Incarnation of Christ). Lucifer - now Satan - jealously opposed God’s command that angels honour the dignity of the human creature. As Augustine succinctly observed, ‘Pride is the beginning of sin.’ The brilliant archangel’s inward turn from God sowed the seeds of a cosmic tragedy. St. Thomas Aquinas reasoned that the very first sin possible for any angel had to be a refusal of rightful subordination: ‘not to be subject to a superior, when subjection is due.’ In Lucifer, this pride festered into open revolt. Pride turned an angel of light into the devil. Thus, the Fall of the Angels serves as a perpetual reminder of the gravity of sin, especially pride, and the stakes of spiritual choice. But more importantly, Christ’s victory over darkness assures us that evil will not have the last word. (History Affairs, 2025. The Fall of Angels: Satan’s Rebellion and Christ’s Victory Over Darkness. historyaffairs.com).
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“He who sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of his fury will fail.”

Proverbs 22:8, RSVCE,

Our world is going through a period of turbulence and unpredictability, reflected in growing conflict and divided societies. Civilians are deliberately attacked. Sexual violence and famine are used as weapons of war. Humanitarian access is denied, while weapons flow across borders and circumvent international sanctions. Some people – autocrats, demagogues, profiteers – benefit from that chaos, whether through divide and rule tactics, predatory business practices, or simple theft. Today’s massive shifts and profound transformations have left people in many countries around the world feeling alienated and abandoned. As a result, they have lost trust in political leadership and institutions, which leads to more fragmentation. Today, power dynamics are changing. Individuals and corporations have never had so much control and influence over our lives (Turk, 2025). 

A handful of unelected tech oligarchs have our data: they know where we live, what we do, our genes and our health conditions, our thoughts, our habits, our desires and our fears. They know us better than we know ourselves. And they know how to manipulate us. Any form of unregulated power can lead to oppression, subjugation, and even tyranny – the playbook of the autocrat (Volker Türk, 2025, Turbulence and Unpredictability, Amid Growing Conflict and in Divided Societies. ohchr.org).

The turmoil spreading across the globe makes it difficult to meaningfully respond to individual crises. The resulting expectation of impunity is emboldening aggressors. Fifteen years of democratic decline also weakened
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