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About this book

Reading is one of the most effective ways to develop your skills in a new language. Through reading, you naturally discover new vocabulary, grammar structures, and everyday expressions in context. Over time, this helps you recognize patterns, expand your vocabulary, and understand Danish with greater confidence.

Many learners, however, reach a stage where beginner materials are no longer challenging enough, while books written for native Danish speakers still feel overwhelming. Authentic texts often contain advanced vocabulary, complex sentence structures, and natural expressions that can make reading slow and discouraging. This gap can make it difficult to continue improving.

This book is designed to help you take the next step.

Inside, you will find 20 original short stories created specifically for CEFR A2 Danish learners. The stories use natural, contemporary Danish with carefully selected vocabulary and grammar, allowing you to improve your reading skills while gradually becoming comfortable with longer and more authentic texts. The language provides enough challenge to support your progress while remaining accessible, enjoyable, and motivating.

To support your learning, every story includes:

- A Vocabulary List explaining important words and useful expressions from the story.

- Multiple-choice comprehension questions to help you check your understanding.

- A complete Answer Key so you can review your answers and track your progress independently.

The stories explore a wide range of everyday situations, including work, hobbies, shopping, public services, community life, local events, transportation, culture, volunteering, and other aspects of daily life in Denmark. Throughout the book, you will encounter practical vocabulary, common expressions, and natural sentence patterns that you can use in real conversations.

You do not need to understand every word the first time you read a story. Instead, focus on understanding the main ideas and enjoying the reading experience. When you meet unfamiliar words, use the Vocabulary List to clarify their meanings, then read the story again. With each rereading, more words and expressions will become familiar.

The stories are carefully organized to support gradual progress. The first stories provide a comfortable transition from CEFR A1 materials, helping you build confidence with familiar vocabulary and connected texts. As you continue reading, the stories gradually become longer, the dialogue becomes more natural, and the situations become more detailed. By the final stories, you will be prepared for early B1 reading materials while still working comfortably at the CEFR A2 level.

Whether you are learning Danish independently, attending a language course, preparing to live, work, or study in Denmark, or simply looking for an enjoyable way to improve your reading skills, this book will help you develop your Danish step by step.

With every story, you will build your vocabulary, strengthen your understanding, and move closer to reading Danish with confidence.

Happy reading, and held og lykke (good luck)!

How to use this book

Reading is one of the most effective ways to improve your Danish. Every story in this book gives you the opportunity to expand your vocabulary, become familiar with more natural sentence patterns, and build confidence through meaningful context. You do not need to understand every word the first time you read. Instead, focus on following the story and making steady progress with each chapter.

Step 1: Read the Story

Begin by reading the story from start to finish without stopping to look up every unfamiliar word. Try to understand the main events, follow the characters, and enjoy the story. It is perfectly normal if you do not understand everything during your first reading.

Step 2: Review the Vocabulary List

After finishing the story, review the Vocabulary List. Pay attention to the words and expressions that were new to you, and notice how they were used in the story. Learning vocabulary in context makes it much easier to remember than studying individual words in isolation.

Step 3: Read the Story Again

Now read the story a second time. You will likely find that many sentences are easier to understand because you are already familiar with the key vocabulary. During your second reading, pay attention to how the characters speak, how ideas are connected, and how common Danish expressions are used naturally.

Step 4: Answer the Questions

Complete the multiple-choice questions at the end of the story. These questions are designed to help you check your understanding of the story rather than test your grammar. If you are unsure about an answer, return to the story and look for the relevant information.

Step 5: Check Your Answers

Use the Answer Key to review your answers. If you answered a question incorrectly, read that part of the story again and try to understand why the correct answer is right. Every mistake is an opportunity to strengthen your understanding.

Step 6: Keep Reading

As you continue through the book, you will notice many common Danish words, expressions, and sentence patterns appearing again and again. This repetition is intentional and is one of the most effective ways to build long-term vocabulary, improve reading fluency, and increase your confidence.

The collection is carefully organized to support gradual progress. The first stories provide a smooth transition from the CEFR A1 level, helping you become comfortable with longer texts and richer everyday vocabulary. As the book progresses, the stories gradually become longer, the dialogue becomes more natural, and the situations become more realistic. By the final stories, you will be reading engaging narratives that prepare you for early B1 materials while remaining fully appropriate for CEFR A2 learners.

There is no need to rush. You can read one story each day or work through the collection at your own pace. The more consistently you read, the more natural Danish will begin to feel.

Reading each story at least twice is one of the most effective ways to improve. The first reading helps you understand the main ideas and follow the events. The second reading reinforces vocabulary, expressions, and sentence patterns while allowing you to notice details that you may have missed the first time. You may be surprised by how much more confident and fluent your reading becomes with each rereading.

By following this simple approach, you will gradually strengthen your reading skills, expand your vocabulary, improve your understanding of natural Danish, and prepare yourself for more advanced reading materials. Most importantly, enjoy the stories and celebrate your progress—one story at a time.

Contents

Et nyt frivilligt fællesskab

Mandag på kontoret

En aften med mad fra mange lande

Små skridt mod målet

Efter arbejdstid

Et fælles projekt

Lys i keramikværkstedet

En weekend med kajakker

En uventet invitation

En ny idé til kvarteret

En dag som guide

Da strømmen gik

Planen for byfesten

Misforståelsen i værkstedet

En bog uden ejer

Den forsvundne jakke

En dag på genbrugsstationen

Den åbne øvedag

Den første høst

Et brev fra kommunen

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Et nyt frivilligt fællesskab


[image: ]


Ida Madsen har boet i Aarhus i to år. Hun kan godt lide byen, sit arbejde og sin lejlighed. Hun arbejder som grafisk designer, og hun har gode kolleger. Alligevel føler hun nogle gange, at hendes liv mangler noget. Hun vil gerne lære flere mennesker at kende og være en del af sit lokalområde.

En tirsdag efter arbejde ser Ida en plakat på opslagstavlen ved supermarkedet.

"Har du lyst til at gøre en forskel? Bliv frivillig i fælleshuset."

Hun stopper og læser teksten en gang til. Der står, at frivillige mødes hver tirsdag aften for at hjælpe med forskellige aktiviteter i kvarteret.

Ida tager et billede af plakaten med sin telefon.

"Hele aftenen?" tænker hun.

Hun smiler.

"Måske er det en god idé."

Hele ugen tænker hun på plakaten. Hun kender ingen i fælleshuset, og hun ved ikke, hvad hun skal forvente. Alligevel beslutter hun sig for at tage derhen den følgende tirsdag.

Da hun kommer frem, står døren allerede åben. Hun kan høre mennesker tale og grine inde fra den store sal.

En mand kommer hen til hende.

"Hej. Velkommen. Jeg hedder Kasper."

"Hej. Jeg hedder Ida."

"Er det første gang, du er her?" spørger han.

"Ja", siger Ida. "Jeg er lidt nervøs."

"Det behøver du ikke at være", siger Kasper med et venligt smil. "Vi er glade for, at du er kommet."

Han viser hende rundt i fælleshuset. Der er et køkken, et mødelokale og en stor sal med borde og stole. Flere frivillige er allerede i gang med at gøre klar til en lokal forårsdag, som skal finde sted i weekenden.

"Vi pakker materialer, laver skilte og hjælper med planlægningen", forklarer Kasper.

"Det lyder hyggeligt", siger Ida.

Kort efter møder hun Fatima.

"Hej, Ida. Jeg hedder Fatima."

"Hej."

"Kom. Du kan hjælpe mig med skiltene."

De sætter sig ved et bord med farvet papir, tuscher og små kort.

"Hvor længe har du været frivillig?" spørger Ida.

"Snart tre år", svarer Fatima.

"Kan du godt lide det?"

"Ja. Jeg har mødt mange gode mennesker her. Det føles rart at gøre noget sammen med andre."

Ida nikker.

"Det er faktisk derfor, jeg kom."

Fatima smiler.

"Så tror jeg, at du er kommet det rigtige sted."

Mens de arbejder, taler de om hverdagen, arbejde, fritid og byen. Ida opdager, at flere af de andre frivillige også begyndte alene. Nu kender de hinanden godt og hjælper ofte til ved forskellige arrangementer.

Efter en time holder gruppen en kort pause. Der er kaffe, te og hjemmebagte boller på et bord.

Kasper løfter sin kop.

"Tak for hjælpen allesammen. Vi når meget mere, når vi arbejder sammen."

Alle smiler.

Ida føler sig mere afslappet end tidligere på aftenen. Hun deltager i samtalerne, og hun griner flere gange.
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