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​Book Description[image: ]

This book explores the dark underbelly of the life of Emperor Wu Zetian, one of the most powerful and controversial women in Chinese history, often obscured by her political achievements. After years of studying Tang Dynasty secret documents, court reports, and the critiques of ancient Chinese philosophers, I've tried to present this subject to you from a completely fresh and unbiased perspective. This isn't just a book, but my own analysis of the terrifying struggle between a blind lust for power and a mother's heart. Every page of this book will reveal to you the horrific truth that went on behind the scenes in ancient China, a story never before revealed in this form.
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​Introduction[image: ]

When I began researching the status of women within the Forbidden City and the Imperial Harem in Chinese history, the name of Wu Zetian emerged as a puzzle. Her journey from a simple concubine to China's sole emperor is as astonishing as it is terrifying. This chapter is the result of my deep study, nights of research, and an attempt to understand the psychology of historical figures. I want you to not only read this book, but also feel it—because behind the dazzling palaces and golden thrones, I have captured the fear, insecurity, and ruthless hunger for power hidden in this chapter in simple, contemporary language. This journey will give you a new clarity about power and human relationships.[image: ]

​Chapter 1: Mother's Love vs. Lust for the Throne

These days, parents are so preoccupied with their children's careers that it sometimes feels like they're imposing their will on them. You've likely heard of "tiger moms" who torture their children day and night to achieve A+ grades or secure admission to a top college. But just imagine, centuries ago, when there was no such competition for social media or careers, to what lengths would a mother in the Chinese imperial palace go to secure her career, or her throne?[image: ]

While today's parents sacrifice their happiness and their entire lives for the success of their children, during China's Tang Dynasty, a woman sacrificed her own helpless daughter for her own success. That woman was none other than China's only and most powerful female emperor, Wu Zetian. Can you imagine a mother strangling her newborn daughter simply to gain power? What pinnacle of power did Wu Zetian achieve by murdering that innocent child?

​Chapter 2: The Golden But Bloody Corridors of the Tang Dynasty[image: ]

Let's leave today's hectic digital age and turn back time to seventh-century China, ruled by the Tang Dynasty. Imagine—glittering golden palace ceilings, red silk curtains billowing in the breeze, and the pungent scent of perfume. The tunes of Chinese instruments resonate in the court, but beneath the music lingers a strange sense of dread and intrigue.[image: ]


Just close your eyes and imagine, if you were born as a newborn princess in that huge palace, where you knew very well that around you were not only maids and servants, but also executioners who could take your life at just one signal from your mother... then how would you have handled yourself in that terrifying environment?

​Chapter 3: A Trap of Conspiracy and the Last Breath of an Innocent[image: ]

Now, let's unravel a horrifying mystery from history, which ancient Chinese texts consider the darkest chapter of Wu Zetian's "bloody path to power." At the time, Wu Zetian was merely a concubine, and Empress Wang













​Chapter 4: The Invisible Web of Dread That Binds the Court[image: ]


​Chapter 5: The Most Terrifying Truth in History—A Web of Spies[image: ]



​Chapter 6: My View of These Pages of History[image: ]



​Chapter 7: A Burning Question: Have We Really Changed?[image: ]
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