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Characters 

MIRANDA

Queen of Odonar of the Royal House of Valeria – Elder of Wisdom and First Elder

Portus

Mate of Queen Miranda, Archduke, son of the Duke of Luxnar – Elder of Strife 

Calinda

Sister of Queen Miranda, Princess of the Royal House of Valeria – Elder of Love 

Maurias

Brother of Queen Miranda, Prince of the Royal House of Valeria – Elder of Healing

Amman

Son of Queen Miranda and Archduke Portus, Prince of the Royal House of Valeria

Valentino 

Duke of Luxnar, father of Archduke Portus  

Aeria

Watcher of the Voxx 

Mannus

Warrior General of the Voxx armies 

Chella

Captain of the Kuboran Defenders

Marell

Spiritual Leader of the Zarin Fae

Great One

Of the Unne 
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ODONAR

7th Realm in the Kuboran System

SPECIES: Voxx

Geography: One Continent that has been shaped by the Voxx, divided into nine states: Teres, Tebebis, Nuneb, Donar, Donneseb, Luxnar, Oxnar, Vanubis, and Saroxx. 

Rule & Law: Monarchy. Three Royal Houses have existed – House of Tebis, House of Availgale, and House of Valeria.  

Cities: Tebis, the original capital city, in the state of Tebebis, was replaced with the establishment of a new capital city called Valarino Gate, when the Royal House of Valeria came to rule. Other cities are Tebdon, Donept, Novareux, and Orvar. 

Genealogy: The three royal houses have a distinct lineage, with the Royal House of Valeria, the last royal house to rule, under Queen Miranda, the 13th queen, and her mate, Archduke Portus, son of Duke Valentino of Luxnar, and his mate, Lady Sophina.   
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Soulamir – Realm of the Fae

Guardian – Rise of the Gods 

“We don’t create a fantasy world to escape reality, we create it to be able to stay.”

Lynda Barry  
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The Ancient Ones
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It has been written, in a time foregone, that the ancient history scrolls of the Voxx tell of the arrival of an alien species, who referred to themselves as the Ancient Ones. They appeared as golden orbs descending from the sky over the royal capital of Valarino Gate, where they were greeted by the Queen of Odonar, who honoured them at her royal palace. 

The Ancient Ones had chosen the Voxx of the realm of Odonar, a large single continent divided into states, governed by dukedoms, for they were seen to be a highly evolved race through societal development, inherent power, and without war, but lived through ceremonial enrichment, feats achieved by no other species in all the realms within the Kuboran Galaxy.  

The Voxx were enlightened even further with knowledge of the Kuboran Galaxy and its position within the Zalaize Cluster, the third of five galaxies or circles of creation. The leaders of the royal family were chosen to be the elders, bestowed with new powers and titles. The Voxx were now tasked by the Ancient Ones to maintain harmony among order and chaos energies, as gatekeepers and monitors of the Kuboran Galaxy, and the ten realms contained within, known by the names of Kingdom of Vellig, Kingdom of Malaar, Soulamir Realm, K-73 Realm, Auskan World, Noige, Odonar, Solaris, Bladel Petas, and Oise, each connected and accessed through the Cosmic Pathway, an unseen corridor. 

The Voxx often questioned and debated why the Ancient Ones had granted such responsibility on them, but no knowledge or answer was ever recorded; therefore, the scrolls do not enlighten further anyone who reads them. 
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Chapter 1
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Odonar

7th Realm 

Placing his hand on the centre of the young male’s chest, Portus consumes the last of his victim’s power, before letting the naked body collapse onto the floor of blue marble, struck in the multi-coloured rays of the arched stained glass windows. Portus faces the three females lying prostrate on the bed before him, intoxicated by his lust; they are in awe of the archduke, having partied with him for how long, they are unable to recall. Portus inhales the power surging through him, hoping it will fill the void within. He caresses his chest and arousal, ready for more. His eyes fall onto the second male kneeling over one of the females. With fluid movement, he grabs the young male by the hair, pulling his body to him, placing his hand on his chest, consuming what energy is left within, before he too meets his fate on the coloured stained marble floor. His eyes devour the three bodies before him, revelling in his status of being superior, in an otherwise female-dominated relationship. Their flesh is soft, and he loses all his senses, high on energy; he dominates them, before all goes dark. 

The darkness slowly evaporates as his eyes greet the ornate ceiling becoming visible before him. The rays of the suns through the stained windows illuminate the lofty room in the former royal palace. Twisting his head, the vision of the naked female lying next to him brings clarity to the moment. Resting on his elbows, Portus observes another two females suspended over the edge of the bed and two males on the floor. He flops back onto the bed, knowing it must have been intoxicating, but now, he has five bodies to dispose of. He questions his latest act, not the first, but recently, becoming common since the death of his brother. This was not brought on by his brother’s passing, but by what his mate, the queen, has planned for his home on Odonar, signalling irreversible societal changes for the Voxx. 

Quickly rising, he dresses in his ceremonial gown of sapphire blue, and adjusts his long silver spear in its sheath at the back of his left shoulder. Locking the chamber room, he exits the palace to find himself standing before the avenue of green quartz extending towards the central plaza of Monument Isle, the former ceremonial square dedicated to Goddess Odella. Her colossal statue of black obsidian dominates the sight before him. Surrounding Odella, his eyes fall on the great ziggurats, holding the tombs of the ancient queens of the royal houses of Tebis and Availgale, with former archdukes, princes, and princesses in the outer pyramids of sandstone. 

His brother, Laurence, may not have been granted burial on Monument Isle, but it is the vision of Portus that his son will be laid to rest here, under the law of a new royal house. His right hand squeezes the open parchment, the very document that has kept him longer, following the burial, than the rest of the royal family, in Tebis, the former royal capital city of Odonar. His body is devoid of emotion, or that he can recognise, numbed, following his recent bereavement and the discovery of what the queen will announce on Ascension Day, one of the greatest celebrations in the Voxx calendar.  

Portus turns to face Tebis, rising upwards to meet the skyline. Gravitating towards his golden chariot, his private palace guards stand to attention, waiting for him to enter and take his lofty seat, but he refuses, and stands fast. The slight whizz from the chariot stops, and one guard steps forward, standing to attention.  

“Do we travel to the royal capital of Valarino Gate, Archduke?” the guard asks, keeping his eyes directly ahead. 

Portus pauses before replying, contemplating his next move, which will create a confrontation with the queen. 

“No. I will remain here at Tebis, in the royal palace. Inform the queen, and instruct that my son joins me here,” Portus replies, before turning and taking his leave. 

The guard acknowledges with a salute, and the golden chariot whizzes once more, before elevating and disappearing into the horizon. Portus stops, casting his eyes onto the fading chariot. Rolling the parchment between his fingers, he places it inside his gown, knowing he will soon have a visit from the queen, his mate.  
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Chapter 2
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Odonar

7th Realm 

The distinctive squawk announces the arrival of the serlius, a large winged bird with velvet and blue plumage. It stands up to half the height of a large male Voxx, with a wing span twice as long. Miranda reaches out, and pats its neck as it folds its wings over its back. Its eyes large, in comparison to the size of its head, stare on her. Despite sporting large talons and a strong curved beak, the serlius diets on fruit. Miranda has christened this one the royal serlius as it lives in the royal gardens and frequents her often. Many in the royal house find it strange that this bird should allow itself to get so close, considering their fierce and territorial nature, but it does not seem out of the ordinary for Miranda for, since she was young, so long ago, she can hardly recall, she has naturally understood other creatures, almost having the ability to communicate with them. She is a lover of all life and a protector of it. 

Ruffling its velvet plumage, she believes it has come to send her good wishes for the day’s celebrations ahead. The celebration of Ascension Day marks the rise of the Voxx as elders and gatekeepers of the entire Kuboran Galaxy. It has been some time since the arrival of the Ancient Ones, for Miranda no longer reflects on time as she had, for she now understands that time is not constant, and the realms move at a different pace from each other. It is the movement of the Kuboran Galaxy within the Zalaize Cluster that is the true record of the nature of time. 

The Ancient Ones tasked them with a great role, and she still feels immensely proud that it was the Voxx who were chosen above all other species among the ten realms of the galaxy to be gatekeepers and monitors of the Cosmic Pathway, the corridor that connects all realms. To Miranda, the Ancient Ones are the true deities, the creators of them all, the family that Odella belongs to. They are the custodians and practitioners of Order Energy, harnessing the orderly forces, influencing and structuring the fabric of existence of the Kuboran Galaxy, in opposition to Chaos Energy that, if left in disharmony with order, would warp and rebuild existence, altering the realms, even bringing destruction to the universe. 

Perhaps, it had been written in destiny that the Voxx would one day be selected, ever since Sareen sighted the vision of Odella on Monument Isle and became the first queen of Odonar. The Voxx have risen to the challenge, having been bestowed with the power to stabilise the opposing energies, among order and chaos, maintaining harmony among the ten realms of the galaxy.  

Returning her thoughts to Ascension Day, it will mean much more to Miranda today for it will mark something even more important for Odonar and its people, and she has been planning it for some time. She suspects
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