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            The Psalms, a collection of lyrical poems, is one of two Old Testament books (the other is Proverbs) recognized as multi-authored compilations. Some psalms include the name of their author. For example, Moses wrote Psalm 90. David is the author of seventy-three psalms, Asaph of twelve, the sons of Korah of eleven, Solomon of two, and Ethan and Heman the Ezrahites composed one each. The authors of the remaining psalms are not identified.
The Hebrew title of the book is Tehillim, which translates as "songs of praise". The English title, "Psalms," comes from "Psalmoi," the term used in the Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament, and likewise means "songs of praise."
The first individual psalms were written in the time of Moses and continued to be composed during the reigns of David, Asaph and Solomon, extending to the time of the Ezraites, who probably lived after the Babylonian exile. This indicates that the writing of the book lasted for more than a thousand years. Several psalms attributed to David include additional notes linking them to specific events in his life. For example, Psalm 34 likely reflects David's reaction after feigning insanity to escape a foreign king (1 Samuel 21:10-15), and Psalm 59 may have been composed when Saul sent soldiers to David's house to assassinate him (1 Samuel 19:1).
The psalms are distributed in five books or collections. It is likely that their compilation was progressive, paralleling the development of corporate worship practices and temple worship. It is possible that by the time of Ezra, the books of the Psalter were already arranged in their final form. Each section ends with a doxology, and the Psalter as a whole culminates with Psalm 150.
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Honestly speaking, we are moved when we read this wonderful book. It is located in the very center of the Word of God and Psalm 119 is located in the very center of the Bible, and that is a great Psalm, a Psalm that exalts the Word of God. The book of Psalms has been called the Book of Worship or the Temple Hymnal.

The Hebrew tradition gave the book of Psalms the name "Tehillim", which means "songs of praise", or simply "praises". On the other hand, the Greek translation of the Seventy (LXX) gave it the title "Psalmoi" and "Psalterion", terms from which our words Psalms and Psalterion are derived. The Greek word "psalmos" designated a poem that would be sung with stringed instruments, and the "psalterion" was one of those instruments. Thus "psalterion" is usually used today to refer to the book of Psalms, while "psalm" designates each of the poems that make up the book.

Many writers contributed one to more Psalms. David, called "the sweet singer of Israel" is credited with 73 of the Psalms; almost half of the book of Psalms. (Psalm 2 was attributed to him in Acts 4:25; Psalm 95 was attributed to him in Hebrews 4:7) Now, he may have been the author of other Psalms which are known as the 39 "orphan Psalms". David was peculiarly gifted to write these Psalms from the experience he had, as well as under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He arranged, arranged, those Psalms that were in existence in his day for use in the temple. Now, the other writers of the Psalms were as follows: Moses wrote one (the 90th Psalm), Solomon wrote two, the sons of Korah 11; Asaph twelve; Heman wrote one (the 88th Psalm.) Ethan one (the 89th Psalm); Hezekiah 10. These, then, are the 150 Psalms.

Christ, the Messiah, is prominent throughout the book. The king and the kingdom constitute the theme of the songs of the Psalms.

Now, that leads us to say at this point that the key word in the book of Psalms is "Hallelujah". That is, "Praise the Lord." Now, that has become a bit of a worn out phrase among Christians, but it is an expression that should cause a great thrill to arise in the soul itself. Hallelujah, Praise, Blessed be the Lord!

We consider Psalms 50 and 150 as key Psalms. Psalm 5 is a Psalm of Asaph and probably has more content than any other. Psalm 150 is a word-based chorus of praise. In this Psalm the imperative "praise" appears 10 times in its brief 6 verses. It concludes the book of Psalms and can be considered a chorus or refrain for all the preceding Psalms.

The Psalms record a deep emotion. An intense feeling, an exalted emotion. A melancholy, a gloomy despondency. The Psalms are played on the keyboard of the human soul with all registers. In all sincerity, I feel overwhelmed when I penetrate into this marvelous book. It is located in the very center of the Word of God. Psalm 119 is exactly in the center of the Holy Scriptures, and it exalts the Word of God.

This book has blessed the hearts of multitudes throughout the ages. We have found that when we have been sick, when we have been in some hospital, or have had some trouble in our hearts and minds that sometimes makes us lose sleep during the night, it is always good to turn to this book of Psalms. And when one gets up after a sleepless night, and goes to this book and reads something, one always finds that it is a blessing for the soul and for daily life. Apparently, over the years this has also been the experience of many other people. Ambrose, one of the great saints of the church says: "The Psalms are the voices of the church". St. Augustine said: "They are the compendium of all Scripture". Martin Luther, for his part, said: "They form a little book for all the saints". John Calvin said: "The Psalms are the anatomy of all the parts of the soul". We find these views to be very apt.

Someone has said that there are 126 psychological experiences. Now, we do not know how they have arrived at that number, but we do know that they are all recorded in the book of Psalms. And this is the only book that goes through the whole range of experiences that can happen to a human being; every thought, every impulse, every emotion that passes over your soul is recorded in this book. That is why we think it always speaks to our hearts and finds a sensitive chord wherever we read.

Speaking of the Psalms, Hooker said. "The Psalms are the flower of all things profitable and of value in the other books." And Donney put it this way: "The Psalms foretell, prophesy all that one will suffer, say and do." We think that is an admirable statement as well. Herd, for his part called it, "A Hymnal for all occasions." Watts said, "They constitute the choir of a thousand voices in the heart of the church."

The place which the Psalms have occupied in the life of God's people testifies to their universality, although they have an application which is peculiar to the Jews, that is, to the nation of Israel. They express the deep feeling of all believing hearts of all generations.

The Psalms are full of Christ. There is a fuller picture of Him in the Psalms than in the Gospels. In the Gospels we are told that Christ went to the mountain to pray, but the Psalms show us His prayer. The Gospels tell us that He was crucified, but the Psalms reveal to us what He experienced in His heart during the crucifixion. The Gospels tell us that He returned to heaven, but the Psalms begin where the Gospels interrupted their account and show us Christ seated in heaven.

Christ the Messiah is prominent throughout this book. You will recall that in Luke 24:44, when he appeared to his own after the resurrection, he said to them, These are the words which I spake to you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me. In other words, Christ is the subject of the Psalms. As we have already said, we think that is frankly the most important thing that we can discover. Christ is the subject of the Psalms. And we think that He is the object of praise and worship in each one of them. And that doesn't mean that we will be able to locate Him in all of them, because we can't. But, on the other hand, it doesn't mean that we will be able to locate Him in all of them. But, on the other hand, neither does it mean that the Lord is not there present in each of them.

There are many kinds of Psalms. Although they all have Christ as the object of worship, some of them are technically called Messianic Psalms. They record the birth, the life, the death, the resurrection, the glory of the priesthood, His kingdom and His return. There are 16 Messianic Psalms that speak specifically about Christ but, as we have just said, all 150 Psalms are related to Him. The book of Psalms is in reality a hymnbook that revolves around His Person.

Now, in a narrower sense, the Psalms have to do with Christ belonging to Israel, and with Israel as belonging to Christ. Both themes are linked to man's rebellion. There will be no blessing on this earth until Israel and Christ are united. We believe that the Psalms are Jewish in expectation and in hope (and the worship songs are indeed Jewish.) They are songs that are adapted, of course, for use in the temple. However, that is not to say that they do not have a spiritual application and interpretation for us today. Indeed they do. As we said, we read the Psalms more than any other portion of God's Word. And we need to be a bit more discerning in our interpretation of the Psalms. For example, God is not mentioned as a Father in the book of Psalms. The saints are not called sons. In the Psalms He is God the Father, but not Father God. The Psalms do not mention anything about the continuing presence of the Holy Spirit. And the blessed hope of the New Testament is not found in the Psalms. Failure to recognize these omissions has led some astray in the interpretation of Psalm 2. The reference one finds in this song has nothing to do with the rapture of the church, but with the coming of Christ; there is mention of the second coming of Christ to this world, to establish His kingdom and to reign in Jerusalem.

The Imprecatory Psalms have been the subject of much criticism for their vindictiveness and prayers for judgment. These Psalms come from a period of war and a people who lived under the law, and who longed for justice and peace in the land. you cannot achieve peace without suppressing injustice and rebellion. And apparently God intends to do that, and He makes no apologies for it. We believe that at the time He chooses, He will act with judgment on this earth. Now, in the New Testament the believer is told that he is to love his enemies. But in the Psalms, the reader may be surprised to read some sentences that include very harsh and severe expressions concerning enemies. But judgment has the purpose of imposing justice in the world. There are also Psalms that anticipate the period in which the Antichrist will exercise power. And we have no reasonable basis for determining how people should act, or how they should pray under such circumstances.

Now, another class of Psalms includes penitential, historical, nature, pilgrim, Hallel, missionary, Puritan, acrostic, and in praise of the Word of God. This section of the Bible we are coming to is very rich and therefore, we are going to extract gold and diamonds from it.

This book has not been prepared by placing the Psalms randomly one after the other, grouping them randomly, without following any criteria. It is interesting to note that a Psalm states a principle and is followed by several explanatory, explanatory Psalms. Psalms 1 to 8 are an example of this procedure.

Thus it was that the book of Psalms has been arranged in an orderly manner. In fact, for years it has been considered that the book of Psalms is arranged in such a way that it corresponds to the Pentateuch of Moses. So we have the sections corresponding to Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, as we will see later in the development of the Outline.

The correspondence between the Psalms and the Pentateuch can be easily seen. For example, in the section corresponding to Genesis we see the perfect man in a state of beatitude, of happiness, as in Psalm 1. Psalm 2 illustrates the rebellious man. In Psalm 3, the perfect man is rejected. In Psalm 4, we see the conflict between the offspring of the woman and the serpent. In Psalm 5, we find the perfect man in the midst of his enemies. Psalm 6 presents the perfect man in the midst of punishment with the wound in his heel. In Psalm 7 we see the perfect man in the midst of false witnesses. Finally, in Psalm 8, we see the salvation of man coming through the wound in his head. In Psalms 9 through 15, we see the conflict of the enemy and the Antichrist, and the final deliverance. Then, in Psalms 16 to 41, we see Christ in the midst of His people sanctifying them to God. And so we will see this correspondence as we go through the book of Psalms. The Exodus section begins with Psalm 42 and continues through Psalm 72. The Leviticus section begins with Psalm 73 and extends through Psalm 89. Then, we have the Numbers section, from Psalm 90 to 106; and finally, the Deuteronomy section begins with Psalm 107 and ends with the last Psalm, Psalm 150.

The great preacher, Spurgeon, said the following: "The book of Psalms instructs us in the use of wings, as well as in the use of words. It sets us soaring and singing. And this is the book that can make you a lark rather than any other kind of bird." So much for the quote. This book has been called the representation and analogy of the soul. It has been regarded as the garden of the Holy Scriptures. Of the 219 Old Testament quotations in the New Testament, 116 of them are from the book of Psalms. So you will see 150 spiritual songs that, no doubt, were at one time prepared for tabernacle and temple music. As we consider this songbook in its entirety, really, this work should impel our hearts to sing.

We now come to the
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Psalm 1
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The theme of this Psalm can be summarized in this way: two men, two paths, two destinies.

This Psalm opens the section that corresponds to Genesis. It begins with man instead of the material universe. It speaks of the blessed man, the happy man. This blessed man is contrasted with the wicked. It is also a figure of Christ, the last Adam, in the midst of the ungodly sinners and the scornful. We sometimes think of the Lord as a man of sorrows, made for suffering and for some strange reason many of the pictures that have been painted of Him reveal Him as a sad looking man. It is true that the prophet Isaiah said He was that "man of sorrows" but why don't we read on? In that same book of Isaiah we will find that Christ did not have pains and afflictions of His own. Isaiah 53:4 says: Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, but we esteemed him stricken, smitten and afflicted by God! It was our pain and not His own that HE had to bear, to endure. He was a happy Christ and this is like a picture of Him. Let us read verse 1 of this first Psalm, which heads a paragraph that we have entitled
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The practice of the happy man
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"Blessed is the man who has not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of scoffers."

This verse declares the practice of the blessed man. A little later in this Psalm we will see the power of the happy man and, finally, his permanence. In this first verse we see the negative side of the blessed man's practice. We are told what the blessed man does not do. Here we see three positions or postures. According to this verse the blissful or happy man is the one who (1) does not walk, or does not follow the counsel of the wicked (2) does not stop in the path or way of sinners and (3) does not sit with the scoffers to cultivate their friendship. The person who does these three things is not a happy person. He goes through these three stages: first he associates with the wicked, then he shares the path of sinners, and then he joins those who blaspheme.

Definitely, there is regression, deterioration and degeneration here. You may notice the steps that are taken in the process. (1) The blessed man does not follow the counsel of the wicked. He does not listen to the ungodly. Have you noticed that even the Lord Jesus never referred to His own reason or His own mind as the basis for a decision? Everything He did was based on the will of God. He never said to His disciples, "Fellow disciples, let us go to Galilee again. I have been considering it and since I am smarter than you, I think this is the best thing to do according to my point of view." That was not the way He approached His disciples. He always said, "I am going to Jerusalem because it is my Father's will." He spent time with His Father, and He knew what His will was and based on that, He moved into certain areas.

It is one thing to listen to advice, and good advice is fine; but clearly, the advice of the wicked is not. We have to live by faith and resorting to the counsel of the wicked is not walking by faith. Who are the wicked, the wicked? Those people who leave God out of their lives. They have no reverent fear of God. They live as if God does not exist. Today, all around us there are multitudes of such people. They get up in the morning, never turn to God in prayer, never thank Him for the food they have, nor for life, nor for health. They just keep moving through life having a great time. They have left God totally out of their existence.

The wicked counsel a man and then we find him (2) walking in the way of sinners. The wicked is the one who takes hold of him there. Sin means "to miss the mark". That is, they do not live in the way they ought to live. To them the Scripture refers when it says in Proverbs 14:12. There is a way that seems right to a man, but it is a way that leads to death. And further on, in Proverbs 16:2 it says: All the ways of man are clean in his own eyes. The sinner may think he is right, that all is well in his life, but he is a sinner. The Word of God says, in Isaiah 55:7, Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.... Also in the same book in 53:6, All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way, but the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. The Father laid on the Lord Jesus the full weight of our guilt. We are sinners and this is our portrait.

The next step from going the way or path of sinners, is to descend still further and (3) sit in the seat of the scoffers or, in other words, to cultivate the friendship of the blasphemers, the scoffers, or to make common cause with them. The blasphemers, the scoffers, are the atheists. Then the sinner gets the young man to sit down. We have been told that this third stage is when the young man sits in the company of such people. They not only deny God but exhibit a hatred and antagonism toward God. We see this attitude everywhere. Those who despise and mock Him, they are the ones who absolutely oppose God. And they also show their opposition to the Word of God. If you want to know God's attitude, you can see it in Proverbs 3:34, where the Scripture says: The Lord mocks the scornful, but shows favor to the humble. The Lord opposes those who show Him contempt and mockery, and He Himself will mock them. Certainly the one presented here is a terrible image.

After seeing this negative side of the practice of the happy man, that is, what he does not do, in the next study we will see the positive side, that is, what the happy man does do. But in the meantime we think, who does not want to be a happy man, a happy woman, happy? Many times we have distanced ourselves from family and friends because they have let us down and the loss of affection has left us with a shadow of sadness. We are reminded of the words of Psalm 84:12, Lord Almighty, blessed are those who trust in you!
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The theme of this Psalm can be summarized in this way: two men, two ways, two destinies. This Psalm opens the section that corresponds to Genesis. It begins with man instead of the material universe. It speaks to us of the blessed man, the happy man. This blessed man is contrasted with the wicked. It is also a figure of Christ, the last Adam, in the midst of the ungodly sinners and the scornful. We sometimes think of the Lord as a man of sorrows, made for suffering and for some strange reason many of the pictures that have been painted of Him reveal Him as a sad looking man. It is true that the prophet Isaiah said He was that "man of sorrows" but why don't we read on? In that same book of Isaiah we will find that Christ did not have pains and afflictions of His own. Isaiah 53:4 says: Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, but we esteemed him stricken, smitten and afflicted by God! It was our pain and not His own that He had to bear, to endure. He was a happy Christ and this is like a picture of Him. Let us read verse 1 of this first Psalm, which heads a paragraph we have titled
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"Blessed is the man who has not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of scoffers."

This verse declares the practice of the blessed man. A little later in this Psalm we will see the power of the happy man and, finally, his permanence. In this first verse we see the negative side of the blessed man's practice. We are told what the blessed man does not do. Here we see three positions or postures. According to this verse the blissful or happy man is the one who (1) does not walk, or does not follow the counsel of the wicked (2) does not stop in the path or way of sinners and (3) does not sit with scoffers to cultivate their friendship. The person who does these three things is not a happy person. He goes through these three stages: first he associates with the wicked, then he shares the path of sinners, and then he joins those who blaspheme.

Definitely, there is regression, deterioration and degeneration here. You may note the steps that are taken in the process. (1) The blessed man does not follow the counsel of the wicked. He does not listen to the ungodly. Have you noticed that even the Lord Jesus never referred to His own reason or His own mind as the basis for a decision? Everything He did was based on the will of God. He never said to His disciples, "Fellow disciples, let us go to Galilee again. I have been considering it and since I am smarter than you, I think this is the best thing to do according to my point of view." That was not the way He approached His disciples. He always said, "I am going to Jerusalem because it is My Father's will." He spent time with His Father, and He knew what His will was and based on that, He moved into certain areas.

It is one thing to listen to advice, and good advice is fine; but clearly, the advice of the wicked is not. We have to live by faith and resorting to the counsel of the wicked is not walking by faith. Who are the wicked, the wicked? Those people who leave God out of their lives. They have no reverent fear of God. They live as if God does not exist. Today, all around us there are multitudes of such people. They get up in the morning, never turn to God in prayer, never thank Him for the food they have, nor for life, nor for health. They just keep moving through life having a great time. They have left God totally out of their existence.

The wicked counsel a man and then we find him (2) walking in the way of sinners. The wicked is the one who takes hold of him there. Sin means "to miss the mark". That is, they do not live in the way they ought to live. The Scripture refers to them when it says in Proverbs 14:12, There is a way that seems right to a man, but it is a way that leads to death. And further on, in Proverbs 16:2 it says: All the ways of man are clean in his own eyes. The sinner may think he is right, that all is well in his life, but he is a sinner. The Word of God says, in Isaiah 55:7, Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.... Also in the same book in 53:6, All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way, but the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. The Father laid on the Lord Jesus the full weight of our guilt. We are sinners and this is our portrait.

The next step from going the way or path of sinners, is to descend still further and (3) sit in the seat of the scoffers or, in other words, to cultivate the friendship of the blasphemers, the scoffers, or to make common cause with them. The blasphemers, the scoffers, are the atheists. We have been told that this third stage is when the young man sits in the company of such people. They not only deny God but exhibit a hatred and antagonism toward God. We see this attitude everywhere. Those who despise and mock Him, they are the ones who absolutely oppose God. And they also show their opposition to the Word of God. If you want to know God's attitude, you can see it in Proverbs 3:34, where the Scripture says: The Lord mocks the scornful, but shows favor to the humble. The Lord opposes those who show Him contempt and mockery, and He Himself will mock them. Certainly the one presented here is a terrible image.

Now, this is the negative side. This is what the happy man does not do. In the next verse, we will see what this happy man does do. Let's read verse 2:

"But in the law of the Lord is his delight, and in his law he meditates day and night."

Let us remember what the Lord Jesus Christ said about a man who had been possessed by demons, that when the demons left this man, he cleaned up his life. The dwelling place of his life had been made good, adorned and he thought that all was well and in order. But the demon still controlled him. Finally, the demon wandered around, unable to find a place to stay, grew tired of traveling, and so he returned, bringing his friends with him, seven other spirits worse than himself. And we were told that the last state of man was worse than the first. There are many people today who think that if they just clean up their lives a little bit, that's all they need to do. But, let us note that, speaking of this blessed man, it is said here that he delights in the law of the Lord. In other words, that he finds pleasure and joy in meditating on the Word of God. We would like to convey to him the message that the Bible is an exciting book. Its reading is not burdensome or boring. Its reading and study are pleasurable. This psalm emphasizes that the person who experiences pleasure in being in contact with that Word is a happy person. The tragedies that afflict humanity today, expressed in tears, sighs, heartache, broken hearts, destroyed lives and homes, are the inevitable result of human beings breaking God's laws. In this sense the Word of God is clear. In 1 John 5:3 we find this statement: 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not burdensome. His commandments for believers today include not only the Ten Commandments but also all the instructions received from Jesus himself and his apostles in the New Testament. Indeed, His commandments are not burdensome.

The idea that being saved by grace means that the believer can then live without being subject to a law and live as he pleases is not found in the Bible. The believer is not to reject the rules of conduct. Galatians 5:13 says the following: 13You were called to liberty, brethren; only do not use liberty as an opportunity to indulge your passions, but by love serve one another, liberty in no way implies living a life of debauchery. Of course, we do not have to keep the Ten Commandments to be saved, but that does not mean that we have to break them. It does mean that we do not measure up to God's law, He requires perfection and you and I do not have it. We have to approach God by faith. After being saved by faith, we have to live on a higher plane than the law. We are to have in our lives the fruit of the Spirit, which is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness and self-control. In this way we live under the discipline and guidance of God's grace.

The verse emphasizes then that the person who delights in the Word of God, in His Law, meditates day and night, what does it mean to meditate? Well, it illustrates a cow ruminating, chewing the cud. We have heard that the cow has several compartments in her stomach. Then it can go out in the morning, graze on the grass when the dew is on it in the cool part of the day. Then, when it is hot, at noon, she reclines under the shade of a tree and begins to chew the food that she had previously introduced through her mouth. That is, he takes the grass he had chewed in the morning and puts it back in his mouth to chew it over and over again and then switches stomachs. That is precisely what we do when we meditate. We look back at what we have read. Thomas Kempis put it in an original way. He said, "I have no rest but in a corner with a book, and that book is the Word of God". He means that meditating on what one reads, does like those animals that ruminate on their food; slowly consider and think carefully about what one is reading. Let us remember what the apostle James said in chapter 1, verse 24, speaking of the person who looks at his face in a mirror and after looking at himself goes away and forgets what he looks like. We have to meditate on the Word of God, which is God's mirror, revealing to us what we really are. We must allow the Word to shape our lives according to God's will and purposes.

Then let us remember that the blessed man meditates on his law day and night, as it says here. God has no plan or program for you to grow and develop as a believer apart from the Word of God. You can be as busy in your church as possible, in a variety of activities and walking from place to place, but you will never grow spiritually through that activity. You will only develop by meditating on the Word of God, that is, by going over it again and again in your thoughts until that Word becomes a part of your life. This is what we have called the "practice of the blessed man".

So let us now consider
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The power of the happy man

[image: ]


And by the way, where does this person get his power? Let us read verse 3 of this Psalm 1:

"He shall be like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf does not fall, and whatever he does shall prosper."

So the happy man is like a tree planted on the bank of a river. "Streams of waters" or rivers, is a superlative in the Hebrew. It is a hyperbole to express "abundance." This blessed man is planted, receives plenty of water and becomes a tree. We can realize that God's trees are "planted" trees. They are not like those wild trees that grow anywhere. We believe this figure refers to being born again. In Isaiah, chapter 61, verse 3, it says: to command that the afflicted of Zion be given splendor instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment of gladness instead of the spirit of anguish. They shall be called "Trees of righteousness," "The planting of the Lord," for His glory. God does not use wild trees that grow anywhere. His trees are born through Him, taken and placed in God's garden, exposed to rivers of waters.

But what do these rivers of waters mean concretely? They represent the Word of God. Now, someone may ask: "Are you sure about that?" Yes. You yourself can read in the Book of Isaiah, chapter 55, verse 10 and 11, the following words: For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither, but water the earth, and cause it to spring up and bring forth, and yield seed to the sower, and bread to the eater; so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. And God wants His Word to descend as the rain descends from the heavens. We believe that a radio program illustrates this very well, because it allows the Word of God to be spread far and wide, and that Word will produce fruit, and make the trees grow.

Rain provides drink and sustenance. And it also produces cleansing and you can see the washing of the water by the Word expressed by the psalmist in Psalm 104, verse 16: The trees of the Lord are filled with sap," the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. The sap is the Word of God. Those trees he planted are well watered by the Word of God.

And we are further told that the tree bears its fruit in its time. This is very interesting: that the trees of God do not bear fruit all the time, but bear their fruit when their time comes and their power is in the Word of God. We often hear today, in days of much activity and frenetic activity, that the main business for the believer is to win souls for Christ. Well, we don't quite agree with this. The Word of God does not say that. In the second epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 2, verses 14 to 16, the apostle Paul said: But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ Jesus, and through us manifests in every place the savor of his knowledge. For we are to God a sweet savor of Christ among those who are being saved, and among those who are perishing; to the latter indeed the savor of death unto death, and to the former the savor of life unto life. And for these things who is sufficient? Well, I am not, of that I am sure. I am called to proclaim the Word of God, and bringing people to Christ is a matter of the Spirit. But it is not we who bring people to Christ; we simply present the Word of God. And in doing so, it is God who triumphs with his message in people's lives. Suppose for a moment that almost no one accepts Christ, then for those who are saved, we would be like a fragrance that gives them life and for those who are lost, like a fragrance that leads them to spiritual death. My responsibility is to make the Word of God known, and yours is to do something about it.

(A preacher used to say at the time of inviting people to receive Christ; "If you leave here unsaved, it will be very unfortunate and tragic because when you stand in the presence of God you will not be able to say that you have not heard the Gospel. Then, I will have become your enemy because you will not be able to tell God that you have never heard His Word."). So we say, it is your responsibility to communicate that Word to others, and it will be the responsibility of those other people what they do accordingly in the face of God's Word. They will be accountable to God. God tells us that we have to communicate to everyone the divine Word, the message of God, and that is what we have been trying to do for several years. Some are saved, and some are not.

We have noted then that the important thing here is that the child of God bears fruit in his time. There is a time to obtain fruit. For this reason, there has to be a long period of preparation, of sowing the seed, of helping it to bear fruit. And everything we do during that period is important, because we have the responsibility to spread the Word of God, and this requires special care. And it takes time and dedication, because the fruit is only produced at the right time.

Now, here we are also told of the tree planted by the river, that its leaf does not wither. The leaf is the outward witness of the Christian. That testimony must always be present. God's trees are like the pine trees that are always green and never lose their leaves, which are like a testimony to others.

(Someone tells that he was once in New York City during the summer, in the month of August, and that he visited a very famous Church in that place, it was almost a mausoleum. This well-known Church had some inscriptions carved in marble which read, "This is the house of God; the very gate of heaven." But underneath the inscription was a temporary sign that read: "Closed during the months of July and August". So the "gate of heaven" was closed during those summer months). Too often, this happens in the lives of believers on an individual level, but it should not. You must always be an evergreen. The leaf is the visible testimony you have in this world about Christ. All of God's children are evergreens.

Moreover, of the blessed man who is like a tree planted by a river it is said: its leaf does not fall; and whatever he does, it will prosper. God has promised material blessings to His people in the Old Testament, those blessings have not been promised to believers today. if you have them, you can thank Him for giving you more than He has promised. Someone once said: "Outward prosperity, if it follows a walk close to God, is pleasant. The important thing is to have Christ. He is like number one. All material blessings equal zero. If one does not have the number one before the zeros, it would be like having nothing. So is the zero when it follows a number. It adds to that number even though it is nothing in itself.

Now, finally we have
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The permanence of the happy man
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Let us observe the insecurity of the wicked. Let us read verses 4 and 5 of this Psalm 1:

"Not so the wicked, who are like chaff that is blown away by the wind. Therefore the wicked shall not rise up in judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous."

Let's remember the themes of the chapter. Two men, two paths, two destinies. One finds himself at a dead end. It leads to death. The other leads to life. God is the one who says what is right and what is wrong. We are living in a day when people are not sure what is wrong and what is right. God is sure. His Word does not change with every philosophy of a new generation. Let's read verse 6:

"For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the path of the wicked shall perish."

And perish simply means that it is lost. It is a word that indicates the irreversible, definitive end. It means that the wicked will perish. Proverbs 10:28 says: The future of the righteous is bright; the hope of the wicked perishes. Christ admonished us with the following words from Matthew 7:13-14; 13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14But strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. And the broad and spacious way is like a funnel into which one enters by the wide part and then as one continues, it becomes narrower and narrower until it finally leads to death. But, you can enter by the narrow way through Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life. As you continue on that way, it becomes wider and wider, and it is the way that leads to life. In John 10:10 the Lord Jesus Christ said: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. What a beautiful picture of a happy person is presented in this first Psalm! If you allow God to transform your life by believing in Christ's work on your behalf, you can be that person.
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One of the remarkable characteristics of the Psalms is that they are systematically ordered. In the first Psalm we actually have the perfect man, the happy man. And we believe it represents the Lord Jesus Christ as the last Adam. Now, in contrast to the perfect man, the happy man of Psalm 1, we see the rebellious man in Psalm 2. We call this section, the corresponding section to Genesis in the book of Psalms and the parallelism is striking. Genesis begins with the perfect man, the happy man, in the garden of Eden. But he became the rebellious man who turned away from God, and no longer sought His company, and had no ability to relate to Him. Here in Psalm 2, we find Adam's descendants, that is, mankind.

Psalm 2 has been called the drama of the ages. It contains a decisive statement as to the outcome of events and forces currently operating in the world. This Psalm is divided more like a television program than a play. It is presented as if there is one camera on earth and another in heaven. In our day we have experienced something similar when we have been offered reports of space explorations with a camera set up on some planet. It is an exciting and dramatic spectacle.

Here in Psalm 2 we have then a program performed by the Holy Spirit in which He uses two cameras in a dramatic way that surpasses human imagination. First, the chamber operating on earth begins to function and then we hear the voice of the multitudes. We have this insignificant man playing his little part, playing his part, as Shakespeare said, "A poor actor strutting and hurrying his performance on the stage of life." Once the man performs his little performance, the television camera on earth switches off and goes live and we hear God the Father speak. After his speech the camera pans to his right side and God the Son has something to say. Then the camera in heaven is turned off and the camera on earth starts running again and God the Holy Spirit has the last word. First we have then

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The camera focused on humanity
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And let's get ready to witness this television program that begins with the camera placed on the earth focusing on human beings. The presentation begins with a question that we see in verse 1, and it is the following:

"Why do people riot and peoples think vain things?"

The nations appear in uproar, in revolt, and the peoples conspiring and making meaningless plans. The word "vain" means "empty". It means that that which has enraged the heathen nations and brought them together in a great mass movement, a protest movement, will never be accomplished, will not achieve its objectives. So they have come together for a plan of futile accomplishment. Now, what is that plan? Let's read verse 2 of this second Psalm:

"The kings of the earth shall rise up, and princes shall conspire against the Lord and against his anointed, saying."

Here we see a diverse group that includes the rulers and religious leaders. We see not only the multitudes involved in this protest movement but also the ruling class who have joined the rebellion. So those who hold political and religious power have joined in this venture.

Now, why are they protesting, against whom have they set themselves against? The answer is: against the Lord and against his anointed. The word "anointed" here in Hebrew corresponds to "Messiah". This word taken into the New Testament corresponds to "Christ". So here we see a great worldwide movement against God and against Christ.

When did this movement begin? The Holy Scriptures inform us about it. In the book of Acts, in chapter 4, when the persecution against the church broke out, we are told that the apostles Peter and John, after having been threatened, returned to the church to report on the situation. In verse 4:24 we see the reaction of the Christians: 24When they heard it, they lifted up their voices with one accord to God and said, "Sovereign Lord, you are the God...".

Here we must pause because this is one of the things of which the church is still not sure today, and we refer to the phrase: Lord, you are the God. Many are not sure that He is God. They are thinking about it. But the early church had no doubts or questions about it.

And then those ancient Christians went on to say: that you made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; that by the mouth of David your servant you said: "Why do the nations rage, and the peoples imagine vain things? The kings of the earth are gathered together, and the princes are gathered together as one against the Lord and against his Christ." (Acts 4:24-26). Now, in verse 27 we have the Holy Spirit's interpretation: And Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the non-Jews and the people of Israel, were truly gathered together in this city against thy holy son Jesus, whom thou hast anointed. Here the Holy Spirit tells us that this movement was beginning there when Pilate joined with the religious leaders and Herod to put Jesus to death. This was a movement against God, and against Christ, which was progressively increasing through the centuries, and which will culminate in a worldwide revolution against God and against Christ.

Now, this may seem incredible and someone may say, "I don't really think the world is moving in that direction, do you? Well, I must tell you that I do. Can we say that the world is getting better? I think it is. And isn't it true that you can say it is getting worse? Yes, it clearly is. So, some will say, what is the point? Are we trying to make ourselves look good with two opposing options? Well, no, the fact is that both are true. It is the same thing that the Lord Jesus said in the parable of the tares (Matthew 13:24-39). The Lord said that He Himself was the sower and that He was sowing the seed in the world. And He also said that an enemy came to sow tares among the wheat. The servants wanted to go and pull up the tares. Also in our time some have considered that they should devote themselves to the task of pulling up the tares. A well-known Bible teacher told us that when he began his Christian ministry he thought that this should be his primary task and he began to do it with real dedication. But he soon discovered that he had not been called to the Christian ministry to straighten out or correct anyone, nor to resolve any ambiguous situation. He said he had enough work to do in correcting himself without worrying about others. It is that the Lord himself will take care of clarifying the situation. In the parable he said that the wheat, that is, the good seed, representing the children of the kingdom, was growing, and that the tares, that is, the bad seed, representing the children of the evil one, were also growing. So both seeds were growing together. But the Lord will take care of it and in due time, He will proceed to separate them.

Today there is a growth of good. Did you know that there is more Bible teaching today than in any period in the history of the world? All over the world there are stations that are broadcasting the Word of God over the airwaves. Advances in satellite technology make it possible to send the signal to the most remote regions of the earth. Thus, the Holy Scriptures are being spread today by a great variety of means of diffusion that were unimaginable in other times. That is why we say that the wheat, the good seed is growing. But we must equally emphasize that the bad seed, the tares, are also growing and spreading as never before. The evil is increasing rapidly. There is so much opposition against God and the person of Christ, it is incredible to what extremes it can go. We have all encountered various forms of opposition to the message of Christ; there are more violent forms, and others more subtle, which go almost unnoticed.

In the last century we have seen the emergence of nations whose philosophy and political development was based on atheism. And that situation had not been recorded in the past. Back then, they were going in the opposite direction. No nation in the ancient world, the great pagan world of the past, was atheistic. They were polytheistic, that is, there were nations that believed in the existence of many gods and the worship of that worship permeated every aspect of their political and social life. Of course, those people were too close to the origin of divine revelation. The patriarch Noah knew someone who had known Adam. When one is close to the revelation of a God, one cannot deny his existence. In Noah's time the world was full of violence, but atheism did not exist. There were no atheists. When God gave the Ten Commandments, none of them was directed against atheism, although two were included against polytheism, as we saw in Exodus 20:3-4, which says: 3 "You shall have no other gods before me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself an image or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Now with the passing of the centuries we come to the time of King David, when apparently there must have been many atheists. David referred to them in Psalm 14:1, when he wrote; Said the fool in his heart; "there is no God". Although atheists may have great intellectual preparation and academic degrees, we already see that the Bible qualifies them otherwise.

And what shall we say about the opposition to Jesus Christ? Apparently, many people talk about Jesus and admire him. So, is there opposition or not? What happens is that it is an image of Jesus adapted to the preferences of today's human being. It is a Jesus who never existed. He is a man unknown to the pages of the Bible. For example, many do not accept the virgin birth of Jesus and we believe that they should say it straight out; because many times, in order not to make a bad impression, they avoid referring to his birth. In the same way, they deny his miracles and his death on the cross for the sins of the world. The Bible presents us with a Jesus who died a substitutionary, vicarious death for man's sin. And His bodily, physical resurrection is also denied. Evidently, this Jesus that many would accept today has nothing to do with the Jesus of the Holy Scriptures. However, the Jesus that we preach has a solid documentary support in the Holy Scriptures. Therefore, one who accepts and believes in the Biblical description of Jesus need not be derogatorily labeled as backward, or fundamentalist. Because, honestly speaking, who would be the backward ones?

But it is towards this Jesus that the Bible describes and identifies, towards whom there is a growing opposition that will continue to increase until a future culmination.

Now, how does that opposition manifest itself, how does it express itself? Well, exactly as the Lord said it would. Let's go back to Psalm 2 and listen to the cry of that opposition by reading verse 3:

"Let us break their bonds and cast their cords from us."

What are the bonds that God has placed on the human family? Marriage is one of them. God has established it for the welfare of mankind, whether it involves Christians or not. But nowadays people not only want to free themselves from this bondage, but they are doing it. So God is the one who is responsible for the existence of that institution and who provided that beautiful relationship of love to this world. But at the present time, men want to evade the permanent character of that relationship, and above all the responsibilities that it implies.

Let us break their bonds and cast away their cords, they say. And this reminds us of the Ten Commandments. We are not saved by keeping them, because we could not do it in our own strength anyway. But they are there, to protect human life at the individual level and coexistence in society. But among human beings there prevails the philosophy of freeing themselves from this bondage, so that they can be supposedly free and each one acts as he wishes. God has said that in this way, neither personal, nor family, nor social life works. Because we have a physical nature controlled by evil and passions, and that nature needs to be controlled. But humanity tends to untie itself from all restraint and control.

And so it is disturbing to see the situation in which our world finds itself. In the political environment we see confusion and corruption. In the spiritual sphere, we see compromise and indifference. And in the social sphere, an insatiable consumerism that leads to growing indebtedness, an intense struggle to survive and a tendency to comfort. The society of abundance wants to have things by enjoying more and more facilities and investing as little effort as possible. And if possible, without any effort at all. Really, it is something to worry about. But let's continue looking at the scenarios of Psalm 2 and let's look at verse 4:
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The camera focusing on God the Father
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And the question arises: How does God the Father feel about this situation?

"He who dwells in the heavens will laugh; the Lord will mock them."

That laugh of God's is not a humorous laugh. There is nothing funny about the situation, so what kind of laughter is it? Well, let's look at it from God's point of view, and we see man in his smallness, like a miniature, presenting himself menacingly before Him, shaking his fist and defying Him. Let us imagine God contemplating this ridiculous scene; how can we not laugh at this pathetic demonstration! How many tyrants have defied God, as one who plays a very brief role on the stage of life, and in a moment, their performance came to an end, and history has cast them into oblivion. Let us read verse 5:

"Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and trouble them in his anger."

Here the psalmist refers to the judgment that will come upon the earth. What effect will man's opposition have on God's program? God is moving toward the fulfillment of His purpose. What man in his insignificance does will not deter him from deferring the process. He has a twofold purpose in the world: He has a heavenly purpose and an earthly purpose. Right now he is carrying out his heavenly purpose: the writer to the Hebrews put it this way in verse 2:10: to bring many sons to glory. God is calling out of this world a people who will call upon His name, This is His present purpose. However, He has the second purpose, which is defined in verse 6, which says:

"I have set my king upon Zion, my holy mountain."

God is moving and advancing directly and steadily, unhesitatingly and unwaveringly toward the establishment of the throne on which Jesus Christ will sit on this earth. He is not delaying His coming and He will come according to the timetable He has foreseen and not according to human forecasts. For we do not know the time of His coming. And now we will see
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The camera focusing on God the Son
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Those who are listening to me right now, and who are familiar with theology, know that the Lord Jesus Christ is the one who executes all the decrees of God. And then the Son speaks, saying what we read in verse 7:

"I will publish the decree; The Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my son; this day have I begotten thee."

This verse does not refer to the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. And we can easily see how the Spirit of God interprets it in the New Testament. It was quoted by the apostle Paul when he preached in Pisidian Antioch, This was one of his most important sermons: he was talking about the resurrection of Christ and he said, in Acts 13:33, 33which God has fulfilled to us, his children, by raising Jesus; as it is written also in the second Psalm: "My son art thou, this day have I begotten thee". The reference to Psalm 2 did not refer to the birth of Jesus. HE was never begotten in the sense of having a beginning. This was rather a reference to His resurrection. Christ was begotten by coming out of the grave. For He is the eternal son of God and God is the eternal Father. One cannot have an eternal Father without having an eternal Son. And they were in that relationship for all eternity. That's their position in the Trinity. It has nothing to do with someone being born, but someone being begotten from the
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