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            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      You might be a student, a mom looking to earn extra cash (or just escape the house for a bit), a teacher who’s completely fried and counting down to summer, a writer who needs a little income cushion, or someone simply hunting for creative, outside-the-box ways to make money. Wherever you fall, Side Hustle Gold – Unusual Small Business Ideas will inspire you with so many possibilities, the hardest part may be choosing where to start.

      And here’s the best part: you don’t have to choose just one. Most of these side hustles can be done year-round or just for the summer—you get to mix, match, and run with your favorites.

      Enjoy!
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      Looking to explore your inner camp counselor skills? Forget about being all things to all kids. Look at the wide variety of counseling positions available. There are thirteen different types of camp counselors listed.

      If you’re Molly “I’m holding my life together with coffee” Mom or Amy “I’ve graded 147 papers and it’s only Tuesday” Teacher or Ashley “I have 12 ideas at any given time” Emerging Entrepreneur or Mike “who’s only one bad idea from a great one” Wanna Be My Own Boss, you can create your camp.

      Don’t know of a type of camp offering your specific skills? Perhaps now is the time for you to start your own. Uniquessness can be very profitable.

      Keep in mind, camps don’t have to be only in the summertime. You could create a series of weekend “camps” or have it during the holidays throughout the school year, specifically during Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Spring Break holidays.

      Traditional Camp Counselor – Typically, this is the most common type of summer camp counselor. They oversee activities such as hiking, swimming, arts and crafts, and team sports.

      Specialty Counselor – Do you know how to teach specific activities such as horseback riding, music, dance, theater, art, or sports? If so, this may be the perfect summer job for you.

      Leadership Counselor – Prefer working with older teenagers? You can help them develop leadership skills through activities such as community service, team building, and problem-solving exercises.

      Social Skills Counselor - These counselors help campers build social skills and self-esteem through activities such as role-playing, team-building exercises, and group discussions.

      Outdoor Adventure Counselor – Tired of being cooped up in an enclosed building or house? Now is the time to be outdoors and lead youngsters or adults to activities such as rock climbing, white-water rafting, and wilderness survival training. Help adults let their inner child out.

      Science and Nature Counselor – Similar to an outdoor adventure counselor, these counselors lead in activities such as nature walks, wildlife observation, and scientific experiments. You can lead groups, children or adults, in nature walks. Have them bring a picnic lunch…and bug spray.

      Special Needs Counselor - These counselors work with campers who have special needs, physical or mental disabilities.

      Technology Counselor – Can’t get enough time with your computer? This is a great way to teach campers about computer programming, web design, and video editing.

      International Counselor – Looking to exercise your language skills? Counselors from different countries can help introduce campers to different cultures and languages. You can also immerse campers into specific cultures.

      Waterfront Counselor - These counselors are different from lifeguards. They supervise water activities such as swimming, boating, water skiing, surfing, and fishing.

      Overnight Counselor – Nighttime guardians of the cabins or dorms where campers sleep and ensuring their safety and well-being throughout the night.

      Day Camp Counselor – Typically, these counselors work with younger children who attend day camps and may focus on activities such as arts and crafts, games, and sports.

      Adventure Travel Counselor – Not for the faint of heart when you lead older campers on extended trips to different parts of the country or the world. Extended backpacking or hiking trips or archaeological digs can be a great deal of fun.

      Creative Arts Counselor - These counselors lead activities such as music, drama, dance, and visual arts including painting, sculpting, and woodworking.

      Wellness Counselor – One of the fastest growing trends in communities are wellness counselors who teach campers (and sometimes their parents) about healthy eating, dietary restrictions, exercise, and stress management. The camp may also include yoga or meditation in addition to an easy to moderate exercise program.
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      Looking to enhance your tan after being indoors for the past eight or nine months? Becoming a lifeguard can certainly help you to achieve that.

      Lifeguards are responsible for ensuring the safety of individuals in aquatic environments such as swimming pools, water parks, and beaches. You must have the necessary qualifications and training to perform your duties effectively. Here are some of the common duties and qualifications of a lifeguard:

      Your duties include maintaining constant surveillance of the water and pool area to ensure the safety of swimmers and guests.

      You will also enforce safety rules and regulations to prevent accidents and injuries.

      Hopefully, you’ll never have to rescue a swimmer in distress; however, if you do, you need to know how to administer first aid and CPR if necessary.

      What are the qualifications to be a lifeguard? You will have to be certified in First Aid and CPR/AED from an accredited organization such as the American Red Cross or the YMCA.

      You do need to be physically fit and possess the swimming ability to meet the requirements of the position. The American Red Cross states students must pass a pre-course swimming skills test prior to taking lifeguarding courses. This includes a 300-yard swim using front crawl or breaststroke, a 2-minute tread using legs only and the ability to retrieve a 10-lb dive weight from 7 ft deep, surface and swim 20 yards with the weight, using legs only and exit the pool without using a ladder within 100 seconds.
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      Being a tour guide can be an exciting summer job for those who enjoy working with people, have a passion for travel, and learning about different cultures.

      To be a tour guide, you can work for others or do it on your own, you must be knowledgeable about the history, culture, and attractions of the places you are leading tours in. Even in your own town, you need to be very familiar with the history and culture.

      Leading a tour in a different country or places where multiple languages are spoken, if you don’t have a translator with you, it helps tremendously if you speak the language.

      Looking to go to the next level in becoming a tour guide? There are various organizations that offer tour guide certifications, such as the International Guide Academy (https://bepaidtotravel.com/) and the World Federation of Tourist Guide Associations (https://wftga.org/).

      Where can you get a job as a tour guide? Travel agencies, tour companies, and tourist attractions. You can also start your own tour guide business.
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      Event planning isn’t only for the summer. This is something that can be done year-round. The even better news is events can range from corporate conferences to weddings to private parties to a children’s birthday party, and everything in-between.

      An event planner is essentially the CEO of the event. Details, details, details! It’s all in the details for a successful event.

      Event planners work closely with clients to understand their needs, budget, and vision for the event.

      You should know the local venues and what would be appropriate for your client. Factors such as capacity, location, price, and availability need to be known by the planner.

      You will coordinate with caterers, photographers, DJs, florists and other vendors to ensure that they are available on the day of the event.

      Logistics and organization is the key to everything running smoothly. You’ll be handling transportation, lodging, and parking to ensure that everything runs smoothly.

      You’ll create timelines and schedules for the event to ensure that everything runs on time.

      Additionally, you should have strong organizational and project management skills; excellent communication and interpersonal skills; be detail-oriented; creativity and problem-solving skills; ability to work under pressure and meet tight deadlines; be flexible changing circumstances.

      Event planning can be done throughout the year, not just the summertime, and may be an excellent side income for you.
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      You may become the envy of teachers in your school during the next school year or any time friends visit your home. People are totally enamored on making cool designs in a coffee mug. You may actually teach others on how to make the designs in their own coffee. This is a great skill. People appreciate learning in one-to-one class.

      This is a fun skill to learn…and to teach to others. Don’t give away your coffee skill and knowledge for free on this. Remember, people are willing to pay for what they don’t know how to do.

      A coffee barista is responsible for preparing and serving coffee-based drinks to customers. You will grind coffee beans, prepare espresso shots, and steam milk to create lattes, cappuccinos, and other specialty drinks.

      You will be expected to keep the espresso machine, grinders, and other coffee-making equipment clean and properly maintained.

      Friendliness goes a long way with customers. If very detailed coffee orders upset you, you probably should consider another summer job.

      Some coffee shops require everyone to know how to monitor inventory levels of coffee beans, milk, and other supplies.

      Cleanliness is next to Godliness. You will keep the coffee bar and surrounding areas clean and organized, including wiping down counters, tables, and equipment.

      Customers will ask very detailed questions about the coffee beans, where they were grown, what brewing methods are used. This is the time to show off your Jeopardy trivia knowledge!

      There is a reason why national coffee chains do well. Customers expect to receive their coffee exactly the same way every time they order it. You must be precise and accurate when measuring and preparing the drinks.

      If you really want to step up your coffee knowledge and skills, there are online courses teaching you how to become the next great barista.

      Some employers may prefer candidates with relevant education or training; however, most coffee shops are willing to train the newbie.

      Truly, this can be one of the most fun summer jobs for teachers.
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