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Dedication



Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The original Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions for the IB is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.

 

Disclaimer



Historical language

This textbook includes quotations and references from historical sources that reflect the language, attitudes and perspectives of the time in which they were written. Some of this language may be considered offensive, inappropriate or outdated today.

These terms and expressions have been retained in order to present the sources accurately and to support an authentic understanding of the past. Their inclusion does not reflect the views or values of the authors, editors or publisher, who are committed to equality, diversity and respect for all people.

Readers are encouraged to approach these sources with critical awareness and to consider how historical language reflects broader social and cultural contexts.






Introduction




This book has been written to support your study of Higher Level: History of the Americas: The Americas during the Cold War (1945–1991) of the IB History Diploma. This introduction gives you an overview of:


	•  the content you will study for the Americas during the Cold War

	•  how you will be assessed for Paper 3

	•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.







1 What you will study

In the aftermath of the Second World War, the world was thrust into an era of tense and often ideological confrontations called the Cold War. While the Cold War defined global politics, its effects were powerfully felt throughout the Americas, where US fears of communism sparked political shifts, revolutions and diplomatic crises. Across the hemisphere, the policies and pressures of the Cold War shaped governments and inspired revolutionary fervour.

In the USA, presidents from Harry Truman to Ronald Reagan devised strategies to contain communism at all costs. The spectre of McCarthyism haunted domestic politics and the Central Intelligence Agency extended the USA’s reach deep into Latin American affairs, sometimes with dramatic and problematic results. Allies and adversaries alike felt the impact of Cold War foreign policies.

Just as regional leaders were working to contain communism, the Cuban Revolution sent shockwaves across the hemisphere. The world watched nervously as the Bay of Pigs invasion failed and the Cuban Missile Crisis brought the region close to nuclear war. These moments did not simply change Cuba, they became turning points in hemispheric diplomacy, stirring both hope and fear among Latin American nations.

Leaders like John F Kennedy and Lyndon B Johnson alternated idealism, seen in the Alliance for Progress, with military intervention and controversial regional strategies. The Vietnam War affected politics not just in the USA, but in its regional allies and critics, forcing many to grapple with their own position in a world defined by superpower rivalry.

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, US foreign policy was written with a heavy hand. From support for military regimes and covert operations, such as those in Chile and Nicaragua, to the promotion of human rights and international treaties, every administration left its mark. Canada, meanwhile, sought its own path, balancing partnership with the USA through anti-communism and collective security, while maintaining national independence.

No country in Latin America remained untouched. Whether through diplomacy, regional alliances, like the Organization of American States, or confrontation with the superpowers, the Cold War shaped the destiny of nations and the lives of millions.

This study covers the impact of the Cold War in the Americas. It will:


	•  describe the impact of Truman’s containment policy, McCarthyism, Eisenhower’s New Look and US intervention in Latin America (Chapter 1)

	•  analyse the causes and hemispheric impact of the Cuban Revolution, including the Bay of Pigs invasion, the Cuban Missile Crisis and diplomatic effects (Chapter 2)

	•  examine the policies of Kennedy and Johnson and their influence on the Americas during the Cold War (Chapter 3)

	•  assess the effect of US foreign policy from 1968–88, including covert operations, human rights, the Panama Canal Treaty and US actions in Chile and Nicaragua (Chapter 4)

	•  evaluate the impact of the Cold War on Canada, focusing on domestic anti-communism, NATO, NORAD, peacekeeping and cooperation with the USA (Chapter 5)

	•  investigate how the Cold War affected one country in Latin America, considering regional collaboration, domestic politics and relations with the USA and USSR (Chapter 6).





2 How you will be assessed

The IB History Diploma Higher Level has three papers in total: Papers 1 and 2 for both Standard and Higher Levels and a further Paper 3 for Higher Level alone. It also has an internal assessment which all students must do.


	•  For Paper 1, you need to answer three source-based questions on a prescribed subject. This counts for 20% of your overall marks.

	•  For Paper 2, you need to answer questions from one of four thematic studies. This counts for 25% of your overall marks.

	•  For Paper 3, you need to answer two essay questions each chosen from a different section. This counts for 35% of your overall marks.

	•  For the internal assessment, you need to carry out a historical investigation. This counts for 20% of your overall marks.

	•  HL regional option: The history of the Americas is assessed through Paper 3. You must study two sections out of a choice of 12, one of which could be the Americas during the Cold War (1945–1991).




Examination questions

For Paper 3, you need to answer two of the 24 questions. Each question you answer must come from a different Americas topic.

The questions are divided up by section and are usually arranged chronologically. In the case of the questions on the Cold War in the Americas, you should expect numbers 17 and 18 to be on this particular section. When the exam begins, you will have 5 minutes in which to read the questions. You are not allowed to use a pen or highlighter during the reading period. Scan the list of question but focus on the ones relating to the sections you have studied.

Remember, you are to write on the history of the Americas. This book focuses on the USA, Canada and Latin America. Therefore, if a question such as ‘To what extent did US foreign policy impact one country in the region’ is asked, do NOT write about Germany. You will receive no credit for this answer.


Command terms

When choosing the two questions, keep in mind that you must answer the question asked, not one you might have hoped for. A key to success is demonstrating an in-depth understanding of the argument in the question.

All IB History Paper 3 questions use the command term ‘to what extent’.

Examples of questions using the ‘to what extent’ command term and specific strategies to answer them are included at the end of Chapters 1–6.



Answering the questions

You have 2 hours to answer the two questions. Try to spend an equal amount of time answering each question, so 60 minutes per question. Before you begin writing each essay, take 5–7 minutes and compose an outline of the major points you will raise in your essay. These you can check off as you write the essay itself. This will bring organization and coherency to what you write. Well-organized essays that include an introduction, several well-supported arguments and a concluding statement are much more likely to score highly than essays which jump from point to point without structure.

The two essays you write for Paper 3 will be read by a trained examiner. The examiner will read your essays and check what you write against the IB markscheme. This markscheme offers guidance to the examiner but is not comprehensive. You may well write an essay that includes analysis and evidence not included in the markscheme and that is fine. It is also worth remembering that the examiner who will mark your essay is looking to reward well-defended and well-argued positions.

Each of your essays will be marked on a 0–15 scale, for a total of 30 points. The total score will be weighted as 35% of your final IB History grade. Do bear in mind that you are not expected to score 30 out of 30 to earn a 7. A mark of 24–30 out of 30 will equal a 7.


Writing essays

In order to attain the highest mark band (13–15), your essays should:


	•  be clearly focused

	•  be well structured

	•  address all implications of the question

	•  demonstrate extensive historical knowledge

	•  demonstrate knowledge of historical processes such as continuity and change

	•  include a thorough and balanced evaluation of a range of perspectives

	•  reach a substantiated judgement that is consistent with your evaluation.



Your essay should include an introduction in which you set out your main points. Be sure to define the key terms stated in the question. The best essays show a deep understanding of the argument raised in the question.

Next, you should write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs. Here you will provide evidence that supports your argument. Each paragraph should focus on one of your main points and relate directly to the question. More sophisticated responses include counter-arguments.

Finally, you should end with a concluding statement.

In the roughly 55 minutes you spend on one essay, you should be able to write 3–6 pages. While there is no set minimum, you do need to explore the issues and provide sufficient evidence to support what you write. Remember, the exam is not a chance to show how much you can write about a topic. A shorter, well-structured and well-argued essay of 3–4 pages will score higher than a rambling 8-page one.

At the end of Chapters 1–6, you will find IB-style questions with guidance on how best to answer them. It goes without saying that the more practice you have at writing essays, the better your results will be.





The appearance of the examination paper


Cover

The cover of the examination paper states the date of the examination and the length of time you have to complete it: 2 hours. Instructions are limited and simply state that you should not open it until told to do so and that two questions must be answered.



Questions

You will have 5 minutes in which to read through the questions. It is very important to choose the two questions you can answer most fully. It is quite possible that you will be able to answer the two questions on the Americas during the Cold War regional study, but be sure to pick only one. After the 5 minutes reading time is over, you can take out your pen and mark up the exam booklet:


	•  Circle the two questions you have decided to answer.

	•  Identify the command terms and important points. For example, if a question asks, ‘To what extent did the Cuban Revolution impact hemispheric relations?’ underline ‘To what extent’ and ‘hemispheric relations’. This will help you to focus on the demands of the question.

	•  For each essay, take 5–7 minutes to write an outline and approximately 53–55 minutes to write it fully.







3 About this book


Coverage of the course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the IB History Guide for HL option: History of the Americas, regional study 9, the Americas during the Cold War (1945–1991). Chapters start with an introduction outlining key questions they address. They are then divided into a series of sections and topics covering the course content.

Throughout the chapters, you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.


Key concept icons

The IB History Diploma aims to develop your understanding of four key concepts and as part of your assessment you will be expected to demonstrate your knowledge of and ability to apply these concepts. The definitions of the four concepts, and the symbols used to highlight where they appear in practice, are as follows:


	[image: ] Cause and consequence: The interplay of multiple reasons for, and results of, historical events. When thinking about cause and consequence, historians develop complex explanations for why things happened in the past.

	[image: ] Continuity and change: The processes of societies becoming different and maintaining similarity across time and place. When thinking about continuity and change, historians explore what has changed and what has stayed the same.

	[image: ] Perspectives: Diverse points of view from and about the past. When thinking about perspectives, historians consider who has a view on past events.

	[image: ] Significance: The value judgements made about historical people and events. When thinking about significance, historians determine which stories should be told.





Key and leading questions

Each section heading in the chapter has a related key question which gives a focus to your reading and understanding of the section. These are also listed in the chapter introduction. You should be able to answer the questions after completing the relevant sections.

Topics within the sections have leading questions, which are designed to help you focus on the key points within a topic and give you more practice in answering questions.



Key dates

It is important to develop a good understanding of chronology – the order of events. At the beginning of each chapter, a list of key dates is provided.



Key terms

Throughout the course, you need to become familiar with and confident in using historical language. Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are emboldened in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary in the online extras.



Key figures and profiles

Key figures highlight important individuals. Some chapters contain profiles that offer more information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources

Throughout the book are various written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken or what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions on. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into the history of the Cold War in the Americas.



Key debates

Historians often disagree on historical events and this historical debate is referred to as historiography. Knowledge of historiography is helpful in reaching the upper mark bands when you take your IB History examinations. You should not merely drop the names of historians in your essay. You need to understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate. These you can bring up in your essay. There are a number of debates throughout the book to develop your understanding of historiography, as well as identifying different perspectives.



Theory of Knowledge (TOK) questions

Understanding that historians see history differently is an important element in understanding the connection between the IB History Diploma and Theory of Knowledge. Alongside many of the debates is a Theory of Knowledge-style question which makes that link.



Approaches to Learning (ATL) activities

In each chapter, there are activities to help you deepen your understanding of important ATL skills – among them research, communication and thinking.



Summary diagrams

Summary diagrams are included where helpful, as aids for revision.



Chapter summary

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Refresher questions

At the end of each chapter is a series of questions to help guide you to recall major events and important ideas. These are not exam-style questions but will serve as prompts and show you where you have gaps in your knowledge and understanding.



Examination guidance

At the end of Chapters 1–6 are:


	•  examination guidance on how to answer questions, accompanied by advice on what supporting evidence you might use and sometimes sample answers designed to help you focus on specific details

	•  examination practice in the form of Paper 3-style questions.





ONLINE EXTRAS    [image: ]

Additional materials to aid your study of the Access to History series can be found online at https://www.hachettelearning.com/answers-and-extras






Online extras

Additional materials to aid in your study of this topic can be found online at https://www.hachettelearning.com/answers-and-extras and include the following:


Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in an online glossary.



Further reading

This contains a list of books and websites which may help you with further independent research and presentations. It may also be helpful when further information is required for internal assessments and extended essays in history. You may wish to share the contents of this area with your school or local librarian.



Internal assessment

All IB History Diploma students are required to write a historical investigation which is internally assessed. The investigation is an opportunity for you to dig more deeply into a subject that interests you. The online material includes a list of possible areas for research.









CHAPTER 1

The impact of the Cold War during the presidencies of Truman and Eisenhower




In the immediate aftermath of the Second World War, world leaders moved quickly to shape a ‘new world order’ as the US–USSR wartime alliance unravelled into rivalry. The Cold War was a clash of ideologies, with the capitalist, democratic USA and its allies pitted against the communist, authoritarian Soviet Union and its allies. The beginning of the Cold War marked a pivotal shift in US foreign policy that shaped the presidencies of Truman and Eisenhower as they grappled with the emerging global conflict. Truman’s containment policy aimed to stop the spread of communism, while Eisenhower’s New Look policy relied more heavily on deterrence and covert operations. Both presidents faced intense domestic pressures as well, most notably with McCarthyism. As the Cold War intensified, the USA returned to its view that Latin America was its strategic ‘backyard’ and intervened extensively throughout the region.

This chapter will consider the following questions:


	•  To what extent did Truman’s containment policy shape the Cold War?

	•  To what extent did McCarthyism influence politics and society in the USA and the Americas during the early Cold War and why was this significant?

	•  To what extent did Eisenhower’s New Look policy alter US foreign policy and military strategy in the Americas?

	•  To what extent did US intervention in Latin America affect regional stability and US interests, and what were the key consequences of these actions?








KEY DATES



	1944
	Bretton Woods: IMF, World Bank created



	1944–54
	Guatemalan Spring



	1945
	End of the Second World War
USA drops atomic bombs

Chapultepec Conference




	1946
	Long Telegram



	1947
	Truman Doctrine
Marshall Plan launched

National Security Act

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) founded

Rio Pact




	1948
	Organization of American States (OAS) founded
Bogotazo riots in Colombia

ECLA founded




	1949
	Soviet A-Bomb



	1950
	Kennan Corollary
Korean War begins

NSC-68




	1951
	Mutual Security Act



	1952
	Eisenhower elected
NSC-141

Bolivian Revolution




	1954
	Guatemala coup



	1958
	Operation Pan America launched








1 Background: The USA and Latin America before the Cold War




	•  Key question: What continuities and changes did pre-1945 US foreign policy in the Americas reveal about US intentions in the region?







The emergence of the Cold War

On 25 April 1945, 50 nations, including 19 from Latin America, met at the UN Conference in San Francisco, California, to design a framework for post-war peace. Encouraged by wartime economic growth and a decade of ‘Good Neighborliness’, Latin American states sought both friendly ties with the USA and greater autonomy to pursue economic development and political democracy. For Washington, however, hemispheric (see page 19) control remained a priority. US President Harry Truman, who had been in office for only two weeks after Franklin D Roosevelt died on 12 April, told the crowd, ‘Nothing is more essential to the future peace of the world than continued cooperation of the nations.’ He argued that the ‘responsibility of the great states is to serve, and not dominate the peoples of the world. We must build a new world and prove by our acts conclusively, that right has might.’



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Latin America A geographical region in the Americas and Caribbean where Spanish or Portuguese are the primary languages. It does not include countries in the same geographical area where English, French or Dutch are the primary languages.

Monroe Doctrine 1823 US policy warning Europe against new colonization or interference in the Western hemisphere.

Paternalism Policy or practice of limiting others’ autonomy or acting in a controlling way towards others while claiming it’s for their own good or protection.




This book explores what came after: the ways in which the Cold War shaped the Americas. It looks at how this global conflict influenced regional societies, political systems and relationships among people, communities and states. While you won’t be tested on the history of these countries before 1945, having a strong context of the years before 1945 will help you better understand the Cold War.



US foreign policy in the Americas before 1945



How did the Monroe Doctrine shape US relations with Latin America?





The Monroe Doctrine (1823)

The USA had developed several key foreign policy doctrines and initiatives in the century before the Cold War, all of which shaped its role in the Americas before 1945. The foundation of US foreign policy in the Americas was grounded in the Monroe Doctrine. First declared in 1823, it was designed to establish the USA as a ‘protectorate’ of Caribbean and Latin American sovereignty. According to James M Lindsay, Senior Fellow in US Foreign Policy at the Council on Foreign Relations, the Monroe Doctrine took advantage of the collapse of Spanish colonial rule in Latin America and proclaimed that the USA would ‘regard any European effort to reimpose colonial rule as a hostile act towards the United States’. This set off a long-term relationship in the region that many historians, such as Mark Gilderhus, note was ‘paternalistic’.



TOK

To what extent does our ability to understand historical events depend on how deeply we understand their context? (History, Scope, Perspectives.)






The ‘Big Stick’ and the Roosevelt Corollary



How did Theodore Roosevelt’s ‘Big Stick’ policy and the Roosevelt Corollary expand US influence in Latin America and how were they justified?




This paternalistic approach was further solidified by Theodore Roosevelt’s ‘Big Stick’ policy in the early 1900s, which asserted US dominance in the Western hemisphere and, with his ‘Roosevelt Corollary’ to the Monroe Doctrine in 1904, justified US intervention in Caribbean and Latin American affairs to maintain regional stability and prevent European influence. A staunch imperialist, Roosevelt coined the term ‘big stick’ when he wrote: ‘I have always been fond of the West African proverb: Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.’ Roosevelt declared that the USA would ‘exercise international police power’ in ‘flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence’, meaning that if Latin American countries were to have external or internal issues, the USA would ‘fix’ them, by force if necessary. However, the Corollary proved to have little to do with supposed European influence in the region. It did, however, lead to increased US economic and political control and served as pre-Cold War justification for US interventions in Latin America.



The ‘Good Neighbor’ policy (1933)



To what extent did the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy represent a genuine shift in US foreign policy towards Latin America and why was it ultimately short-lived?




In 1933, President Franklin D Roosevelt declared an end to his cousin Theodore’s ‘Big Stick’ foreign policy initiatives in favour of what he termed ‘the policy of the good neighbor’. According to Franklin D Roosevelt, this new policy ‘respects the rights of others’. The policy was welcomed by Latin American countries and political leaders eager for more positive relations with the USA in the midst of the Great Depression. However, some were wary of whether the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy was a break from the past or a temporary mask. For example, predicting a return to the interventionist policies before ‘Good Neighbor’, Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, a popular Peruvian political figure, warned in 1938 that ‘if history tells us anything, I believe that President Roosevelt’s “Good Neighborliness” policy towards Indo-American people is a guarantee of security, but not a stable guarantee. It is,’ he argued, ‘just a policy that can vary with the change of personnel or of party in the government of the US.’ This proved to be an accurate assessment: the policy was short-lived. By the end of the Second World War, the USA began to recalibrate its role in the region to address the challenges posed by the dawning of the Cold War.




Latin America before 1945



How did political, economic and social developments in Latin America before 1945 shape its relationship with the USA and set the stage for Cold War tensions?




The period before 1945 in Latin America was marked by major political, economic and social changes, all of which were intricately rooted in the legacies of colonialism and maintained by US imperialism. They provide important context for understanding the Cold War in the Americas.


[image: Map showing Central America and the Caribbean before 1945 with locations of US interventions and territories marked.]

Central America and the Caribbean before 1945




Long Description
Map showing Central America and the Caribbean with the USA at the top and northern South America at the bottom, including Colombia and Venezuela. Red markers indicate Latin American nations where the USA intervened, including Mexico with invasions in 1916 to 1917 and occupation of Veracruz in 1914, Nicaragua with a protectorate from 1911 to 1924 and troop presence from 1912 to 1925 and 1926 to 1933, and Panama with the Canal Zone leased to the USA in 1903. In the Caribbean, Cuba is marked with periods of US occupation from 1898 to 1902, 1906 to 1909 and 1917 to 1921, Haiti with a US protectorate from 1915 to 1934, and the Dominican Republic with a US protectorate from 1905 and US troops from 1916 to 1924. Blue markers indicate US territories, including Hawaii acquired in 1897, Puerto Rico in 1898, and the US Virgin Islands purchased from Denmark in 1916. A key distinguishes intervention areas and US empire territories, and a scale shows distance in miles and kilometres.



Political situation



In what ways did political developments in Latin America between 1823 and 1945 reflect both growing democracy and persistent authoritarianism?




Between 1823 and 1945, Latin America underwent profound political transformations, beginning with the early 19th century, which saw the collapse of colonial governments during the Wars of Independence. These led to the creation of new nations, but unfortunately many were plagued by instability and dominated by caudillos. While some countries, like Chile, developed long-standing democratic institutions, many others shifted between periods of democracy and dictatorship. Throughout this period, US influence grew significantly, with the USA often supporting authoritarian governments and military dictatorships. The ‘Good Neighbor’ policy brought some relief. Many historians argue that the 1930s and early 1940s non-interventionist policies saw the development of strong political party diversification throughout Latin America; however, ‘Good Neighborliness’ still played favourites as the USA adamantly supported dictators, like the Somozas in Nicaragua and Rafael Trujillo in the Dominican Republic, promoting the idea that the USA was invested in political stability over democracy in the region.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Caudillo A military or political elite, often referred to as a ‘strong-man’.




By 1945, many Latin American countries had healthy political party diversity, including strong communist parties. In the context of the emerging Cold War, this posed a serious threat to the USA.



[image: ] How did economic and political reforms in Latin America challenge the traditional power structures?






SOURCE A

Excerpt from Latin America’s Cold War by Hal Brands, 2010. Hal Brands is a professor of global affairs at Johns Hopkins University who has written extensively on the Cold War

Latin America’s movement towards democracy in the mid 1940s was inextricably linked to the broader democratic optimism of that period. Latin American communists moderated their policies and forged alliances with other popular parties, adding breadth to the anti-dictatorial movements. Internal pressures and external encouragement came together between 1944 and 1946 in a remarkable wave of democratization. Popular parties joined with the Marxist Left to attack Latin America’s dictatorial governments. Authoritarian regimes tumbled across the hemisphere, and democratic leaders initiated agrarian and labor reforms, expanded political rights, and unveiled social security programs. This new order was fragile and temporary. Reforms that empowered the lower and middle classes constituted a threat to Latin America’s elites … During the late 1940s, the conservative classes mobilized to check the progressive tendency. Trade unions were reined in, communist parties proscribed, and agrarian reforms reversed.






[image: ] KEY TERMS

Marxist Someone who supports the ideas of Karl Marx, advocating for a classless society and shared public control of resources.

Banana Republic A country reliant on a single export crop and under international business control.






Economic situation



How did the legacy of colonialism and the rise of dependency theory shape Latin America’s development strategies?




Economically, the region’s colonial, slavery-based economies were constructed to be dependent on the extraction and export of raw materials, making economies vulnerable to global market fluctuations. This economic structure laid the foundation for what would become known as ‘banana republics’, where countries became heavily reliant on a single export commodity. More than at any other time in Latin American history, the Great Depression exposed the weaknesses of this ‘single-crop, export-oriented model’, advancing the post-colonial view that Latin America was dependent on US and European economies. What soon became known as ‘dependency theory’ directly influenced Latin American economists and political leaders who advocated for a new import-substitution industrialization (ISI) model that they believed would help create economic autonomy. This shift from an economy focused on raw material extraction to an industrial model of domestic production advanced urbanization and, consequently, contributed to a growing Latin American working class and the expansion of a new Latin American middle class. These new class dynamics influenced trade unionism and the call for more liberal, socialist policies.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Post-colonialism Study of the lasting effects and inequalities from colonial rule after independence.

Dependency theory Idea that global economic structures enable wealthy ‘core’ countries to extract resources and wealth from poorer ‘peripheral’ nations, causing underdevelopment.

Import-substitution industrialization (ISI) Policy to replace imports with local domestic industry.






Social situation



How did enduring racial and ethnic inequalities in Latin America influence social and political dynamics in the years before the Cold War?




Socially, Latin America suffered greatly from racial and ethnic discrimination, institutionalized during colonial times. These divisions persisted after the ‘era of independence’, contributing to ongoing social inequalities. The legacy of the enslavement of African people also shaped deep-rooted marginalization of Afro-Latin populations, who often faced both racial prejudice and economic exclusion. Historian Michael Krenn argues that the USA frequently exploited these divisions to advance its own interests, backing regimes that upheld entrenched hierarchies. Coupled with the USA’s foreign policy focus on economic exploitation, this influence reinforced systemic social inequalities across the region.




Conclusion

Increased US interventionism in Latin America was both a cause and consequence of rising nationalist and anti-imperialist sentiments across the region. This intervention encouraged, and was encouraged by, the growth of reformist movements that challenged established economic interests. Cast in the Cold War context, these reformist movements faced strong opposition from local conservative elites, who often had ties to state military establishments and were supported by the US State Department.

US disregard for Latin America’s dynamic political, economic and social realities fuelled resentment, contributing to the radicalization of anti-Americanism and an ‘anti-Yankee’ spirit that would manifest itself in various forms of resistance and criticism, including state-led and grassroots opposition, social protest, armed struggle and revolution. By 1945, Latin America was marked by a complex interplay of nationalist aspirations, economic challenges and social tensions rooted in its colonial past, all of which would soon be reframed in the context of the Cold War, setting the stage for the political and economic struggles of the post-war era.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

US State Department The US government department responsible for international affairs.

Anti-Yankee Widely used term in Latin America denoting opposition to US power and intervention, fuelling leftist and nationalist sentiment and rooted in anti-imperialism. In academic and colloquial writing it is sometimes written as ‘anti-Yanqui’.

Containment US Cold War policy to prevent the spread of communism worldwide, first articulated by George Kennan in 1947.

Hegemon State with dominant power and leadership in world politics. The USA was a Cold War hegemon, shaping global rules and alliances.







2 Truman’s containment policy




	•  Key question: To what extent did Truman’s containment policy shape the causes and consequences of Cold War dynamics in the Americas?







The origins of containment



How did George Kennan’s ‘Long Telegram’ and ‘X Article’ explain Soviet behaviour and shape the development of the US containment strategy?




The containment policy, which became the bedrock of US foreign policy during the Cold War, emerged in the aftermath of the Second World War. As tensions between the USA and the Soviet Union escalated, American policymakers sought a strategy to counter perceived Soviet expansionism while reinforcing the USA’s global role as a world hegemon.

The architect of containment was George F Kennan, a diplomat serving in Moscow, who articulated his views in February 1946 in the famous ‘Long Telegram’. Initially asked by Washington to respond to why the Soviet Union was opposed to the newly formed economic world order constructed at Bretton Woods, Kennan discussed how the most significant reason for Soviet opposition to the IMF and World Bank was a ‘deep-seated anti-capitalist ideology’. The Soviet Union viewed the world, Kennan argued, through the lens of an inevitable conflict between socialism and capitalism. These factors, in Kennan’s assessment, were fundamental to understanding Soviet behaviour and its reluctance to participate in the newly formed international financial institutions. He argued that the Soviet Union believed that ‘no opportunity must be missed to reduce strength and influence of capitalist powers.’



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Bretton Woods 1944 agreement creating a global system of fixed currency exchange rates, gold-backed US dollar and the creation of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

Third World A term used during the Cold War and by Cold War historians to describe countries that were not politically aligned with either the USA or the Soviet Union. Because many of these nations were economically poor, the term ‘Third World’ began to be used to describe developing nations. However, in the context of the Cold War it is a political term to denote non-alignment. The term helps highlight the political, economic and social struggles of non-aligned states caught between superpower agendas and decolonization.






KEY FIGURE [image: ]

George F Kennan (1904–2005) was an American diplomat, historian and policy strategist. Kennan was the chief architect of the US Cold War ‘containment’ doctrine to limit Soviet expansion. His ‘Long Telegram’ and ‘X Article’ shaped US foreign policy, justifying covert actions.




Perhaps one of the most fascinating elements of Kennan’s analysis was the deep-seated fear he instilled in US diplomats that the Soviet Union wanted to expand and would target Third World political instability. He specifically referenced how the Soviet Union would undermine Western power structures, exploit colonial and racial tensions, and strategically expand Soviet influence in the Third World.



[image: ] How can Source B be used to show both Kennan’s warning about Soviet intentions and the US mindset that interpreted instability in the ‘Third World’ as a Cold War vulnerability?






SOURCE B

Excerpt from The Long Telegram by George Kennan, 22 February 1946

Efforts will be made to disrupt national self-confidence, to hamstring measures of national defence, to increase social and industrial unrest, to stimulate all forms of disunity. All persons with grievances … will be urged to seek redress … in defiant violent struggle for destruction of other elements of society … Liberal opinion in Western countries will be mobilized to weaken colonial policies. Resentment among dependent peoples will be stimulated. Efforts will be made to advance official limits of Soviet power.






TOK

To what extent do our values and cultural backgrounds shape how historical events are described and interpreted by policymakers and historians? (Values, Culture, Interpretation.)




Kennan proposed the adoption of a policy of ‘long-term, patient but firm and vigilant containment of Russian expansive tendencies’. This concept of ‘containment’ formed the theoretical foundation for what would become known as the Truman Doctrine.


The Truman Doctrine



How did the Truman Doctrine transform US foreign policy and justify American intervention against perceived communist threats at the start of the Cold War?




On 12 March 1947, President Harry S Truman addressed a joint session of Congress, outlining what would become the Truman Doctrine. The immediate context was a request for aid to Greece and Türkiye, whose governments were both facing domestic and international pressure from communist forces. Truman declared: ‘I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures.’ The speech marked a shift towards a more interventionist approach in US foreign policy and effectively committed the United States to a global struggle against communism. Truman argued that there were contrasting ‘ways of life’, with one based on freedom, elections and representative government and the other based on ‘the will of a minority forcibly imposed on the majority’ which, he said, relied upon ‘terror and oppression’. He positioned the USA as the defender of freedom and democracy worldwide.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Truman Doctrine 1947 US policy pledging $400 million (equivalent to $5.9 billion in 2025) in aid to countries resisting communism; announced by President Truman as a response to Soviet expansion.






[image: ] According to Source C, what are the two different ‘ways of life’ Truman describes and how does he link them to the Cold War struggle?






SOURCE C

Excerpt from ‘Recommendation for Assistance to Greece and Turkey’ by US President Harry Truman, 12 March 1947. This speech laid the foundation for what would become known as ‘The Truman Doctrine’

At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between alternative ways of life …

One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free institutions, representative government, free elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and religion, and freedom from political oppression.

The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio, fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms.






The Marshall Plan



How did the Marshall Plan embody the connection between economic development, US security and the strategy of containment?




In Truman’s speech to Congress, he argued, ‘The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died.’ How to best solve this issue of ‘poverty and strife’ was at the core of US foreign policy for decades to come.

Truman believed ‘poverty and strife’ could be cured with economic aid. In theory, aid would build up a state’s economy and support the growth of capitalism. Theoretically, through this process, communism would be shunned as the people would be happy with their lives in a free-market economy.

Three months after Truman’s speech, US Secretary of State George Marshall proposed the European Recovery Program (ERP), known as the ‘Marshall Plan’. The plan formalized Truman’s call for economic aid as a solution to the world’s problems. The key question is whether Marshall’s focus was on supporting Europe – or anywhere else – out of goodwill, or rather because the failure to respond would have direct consequences for the US economy. The self-serving justification seemed straightforward: rebuild economies, promote political stability, prevent the spread of communism and create markets for US goods.



KEY FIGURE [image: ]

George C Marshall (1880–1959) was, as US secretary of state (1947–9) and secretary of defense (1950–1), chief architect of the Marshall Plan, which provided massive American aid for European recovery and containment of communism. He shaped Western alliance strategies, helped found NATO and played a vital diplomatic role in the early years of the Cold War. In 1953, Marshall was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his plans to rebuild Europe.






ATL


Research and thinking skills

Research the arguments for and against the Marshall Plan. What were three arguments for and three against the new policy?








[image: ] According to Source D, what would be the most significant consequence if the USA did not provide assistance to European financial markets after the Second World War?






SOURCE D

Excerpt from ‘European Initiative Essential to Economic Recovery’ by George C Marshall, US secretary of state, 5 June 1947. This speech became known as the ‘Marshall Plan’

It is logical that the United States should do whatever it is able to do to assist in the return of normal economic health in the world, without which there can be no political stability and no assured peace … [Our] purpose should be the revival of a working economy in the world so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist.







The implementation of containment in Europe



In what ways was containment implemented in Europe?




Most Cold War historians agree that during the early years of the Cold War, US attention was diverted away from Latin America as the containment policy took on a ‘Europe-first’ mentality. The implementation of the containment policy took various forms in Europe:


	•  Economic aid/the Marshall Plan: A massive economic assistance programme aimed at rebuilding Western Europe. The USA granted $13 billion (equivalent to $140 billion in 2025).

	•  Covert operations/election interference: The USA secretly intervened in European elections to prevent communist parties from gaining power.

	•  Military alliances/NATO: Established in 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization created a collective defence system among Western nations to deter Soviet aggression.

	•  Propaganda/Voice of America (VOA): Voice of America was an international radio broadcaster funded by the US government.





[image: ] KEY TERMS

Covert operations Secret intelligence or military missions by the CIA or others, often to influence overseas governments without public knowledge.

Collective defence Agreement where countries pledge mutual military support if any member is attacked.






The Truman Doctrine and the implementation of containment in Latin America



How was containment adapted when applied to Latin America, and in what ways did it reflect both change and continuity with US policies towards Europe?




Quite possibly the most ironic development of Truman’s and Marshall’s calls to address poverty and desperation in the world and contain the spread of communism, was the way in which they handled international relations with hemispheric neighbours in the Americas.

The early implementation of the containment policy in the Americas can best be seen in three inter-American conferences and a series of policy decisions the Truman Administration made that steered its Cold War foreign policy, including the National Security Act (1947), NSC-68 (1950) and the Kennan Corollary (1950).



[image: ] KEY TERM

Hemispheric Refers to actions or policies affecting an entire region. The term became prominent as the East–West divide helped to frame regional alliances and interventions as an effort to contain influences and maintain political alignments.





The Chapultepec Conference (1945)

In February 1945, regional leaders and diplomats, worrying about the looming new world order, met at Chapultepec Castle in Mexico City with the aim to strengthen the economic and political solidarity of the American nations. With a heavy focus on working with the USA in hopes that the spirit of ‘good neighborliness’ would persist after the war, regional leaders adopted the Act of Chapultepec, which established the first hemispheric framework for collective defence. The act focused on regional security by creating a mutual defence treaty. However, although many Latin American policymakers foresaw a post-war economic slump in the region, the USA did not consider economic aid a priority.



How did the Act of Chapultepec reflect both Latin American aspirations for autonomy and US goals of hemispheric control during the transition to the Cold War?




Seeing the Act of Chapultepec through different perspectives is important for understanding early regional motivations.


US perspectives



Why was the USA wary of political and economic autonomy in Latin America?




For US policymakers at Chapultepec, there was a fear that Latin American economic and political autonomy would pose a threat to US control over the region. It suited the USA for the economies of Latin America to remain as raw material export-oriented economies which provided cheap supplies for US industries. US policymakers were working towards reining in Latin American countries, especially in a moment when reform was sweeping the continent. In practice, this meant Washington often prioritized stability and pro-US regimes over freely elected governments that might challenge its economic or strategic interests. The USA feared that autonomy would translate into liberal social-reformist governments. The USA was concerned that left-wing reformist governments would more easily align with Soviet plans. As a result, staying the course set by its US diplomatic predecessors, it reaffirmed its commitment to the Monroe Doctrine, justifying continued US primacy in the hemisphere.



ATL


Research and communication skills

Search the internet for posters promoting the Marshall Plan and design a short presentation explaining who the intended audiences were, what specific messages were emphasized and how the posters attempted to justify US Cold War policies.








ACTIVITY [image: ]

Cause and consequence

Make a list of reasons why the USA did not want Latin American countries to have full independence after the Second World War. Then explain how each reason reflects the USA’s goals in its early Cold War foreign policy.






Latin American perspectives

Latin American policymakers welcomed regional cooperation and collective security with the USA against British and Soviet influence in the region. However, they also emphasized their desire for anti-interventionism from the USA, hoping that the act would curtail US intervention in domestic affairs. The Venezuelan contingent, for example, proposed clarity on the distinction between intra- and extra-hemispheric conflicts, to prevent the USA from intervening in domestic or even intra-regional conflicts. However, the USA was unwilling to accept such a distinction.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Intra- and extra-hemispheric conflicts Intra-hemispheric conflicts occur within the same region. Extra-hemispheric conflicts involve outside powers influencing or intervening, such as Cold War superpowers acting in Latin America.




Latin American policymakers also pushed for stronger and fairer economic relations with the USA. Historians David LaFevor and Michael LaRosa argue that some Latin American diplomats ‘favored protective tariffs to nurture infant industries; others advocated commodity agreements to stabilize prices. Most hoped for US aid, specifically in the form of loans and grants to bolster growth and diversification.’ Mexican Foreign Minister Ezequiel Padilla pointed out at Chapultepec that it was ‘vital for Latin Americans to do more than produce raw materials and live in a state of semi-colonialism.’



TOK

In what ways does cultural context influence how nations define their interests and negotiate power, especially in the sphere of international relations? (Culture, Power.)






[image: ] According to Source E, what was the ‘way to the heart’ of Latin American people? Why might the USA have been unwilling to base their intervention in Latin America on this perspective?






SOURCE E

Excerpt of a memo paraphrasing a conversation between Merwin L Bohan, technical officer of the US delegation, and Mexican Foreign Minister Ezequiel Padilla, Mexico City, 29 January 1945

The Minister feels that upon the solutions found for the economic problems of this hemisphere depends the reality of continental unity. He pointed out that [Latin American people] are no longer moved by pamphlets filled with high sounding principles and that the way to the heart of the masses is through raising the standard of living and bringing about the economic development of the countries of Latin America.




The USA disagreed, arguing that post-war loans were earmarked for European reconstruction, and advocated that Latin American nations put their efforts behind free-market capitalist principles, arguing that Latin American economies would benefit more from free trade and overseas investment.



Historians’ perspectives

Historians argue that the Act of Chapultepec revealed underlying imbalances in power and influence between the USA and Latin America. According to Vanni Pettinà (2022), the Chapultepec Conference began to expose the ‘limitations of regional autonomy’ that were unleashed by the Cold War. As opposed to reinforcing regional unity through observance of national autonomy, these limitations, Pettinà argues, ‘strengthened US hegemonic power in the region’.



TOK

If knowledge always depends on context, to what extent can historians ever separate ‘what happened’ from the conditions that shaped the way events were understood at the time? (History, Evidence, Objectivity, Interpretation.)






[image: ] How does Source F show the role of the Cold War context in shaping US priorities in Latin America? Why is recognizing historical context essential for evaluating hemispheric relations?






SOURCE F

Excerpt from ‘The Monroe Doctrine: Meanings and Implications’ by Mark T Gilderhus in Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 36 (1), Presidential Doctrines, 2006. Gilderhus was a professor of history at Texas Christian University and wrote extensively on Cold War foreign policy

After 1945, the exigencies of the Cold War profoundly influenced US policy when US leaders perceived regional issues through a Cold War prism and saw the Western hemisphere primarily as an arena in which to turn back Soviet threats. Consequently, issues became important or unimportant depending upon the consequences within the Cold War context. The promise of US loans for purposes of development and modernization became an early casualty … Latin America … would have to depend on trade, not aid.







The Rio Conference and Rio Pact (1947)



How did the Rio Pact illustrate US efforts to build hemispheric solidarity against communism, and what were the limitations of this approach for Latin American nations?




The Rio Pact was the first major application of containment in the Americas, aimed at uniting the region against communist threats. Agreed upon at Chapultepec, the Rio Pact established a mutual defence agreement among American nations stating that any attack against one member would be considered an attack against all.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Rio Pact Agreement signed in 1947 where countries in the Americas promised to defend each other if attacked, creating a collective security system during the Cold War.






[image: ] How does Source G reflect US priorities of collective defence?






SOURCE G

Excerpt from the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Pact), signed by the Pan-American Union, 2 September 1947

Article 3

An armed attack by any State against an American State shall be considered as an attack against all the American States.

Article 6

If the … integrity of the territory … or political independence of any American State should be affected by an aggression … the Organ of Consultation shall meet immediately in order to agree on … the measures which should be taken for the common defence and for the maintenance of the peace and security of the Continent.




Despite supporting the Rio Pact, many Latin American countries did so in hopes of gaining immediate military protection, strengthening ties with the USA and securing the potential for future economic aid. However, Latin American diplomats continued to emphasize the necessity of US support for economic development in the region. For example, Mexican Foreign Minister Jaime Torres Bodet stressed that economic progress was essential for stability, and Brazilian Foreign Minister Raul Fernandes called for US-led economic aid.

However, hopes for substantial US economic assistance were dashed when George Marshall clarified that Latin America would not receive aid akin to the Marshall Plan. He argued that the region’s challenges differed from Europe’s post-war needs and emphasized private investment over government-led programmes. When asked if the USA was helping Latin American economic development, Truman answered, ‘I think there has always been a Marshall Plan … for the Western hemisphere’.



Organization of American States (OAS, 1948)



How did the creation of the OAS reflect Cold War tensions?




The Bogotá Conference of 1948 marked a pivotal moment in inter-American relations. Most notably, the conference led to the establishment of the Organization of American States (OAS). Held in Colombia amid rising Cold War tensions, the conference aimed to formalize collective security measures while addressing continued regional desire for economic aid. Led by George Marshall, the American delegation focused on combating perceived communist threats rather than providing economic assistance to Latin America. Latin American delegates, however, pushed for economic aid to address development challenges, but US officials dismissed these demands, prioritizing anti-communist strategies and framing communism as a threat to hemispheric democracy.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Organization of American States (OAS) Formed in 1948 to promote cooperation and security and stop communism’s spread in the Americas during the Cold War.





Key outcomes of the Bogotá Conference

The Charter of the OAS, signed on 30 April 1948, established a formal structure for inter-American cooperation, replacing the earlier Pan-American Union (1890). Article 19 declared that ‘no State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly in the internal or external affairs of any other State,’ while Article 20 further stated that ‘no State may use or encourage the use of coercive measures of an economic or political character in order to force the sovereign will of another State.’ Signed the same day, the Pact of Bogotá reinforced this commitment to peaceful resolution, affirming that countries ‘agree to refrain from the threat or the use of force, or from any other means of coercion for the settlement of their controversies.’ The conference also reflected Cold War tensions, emphasizing collective security and democracy while issuing a formal denunciation of ‘international communism.’



[image: ] What Cold War assumptions are evident in Source H? How does it reveal the USA’s attempt to frame communism as incompatible with ‘American freedom’?






SOURCE H

Excerpt from ‘To establish US policy regarding anti-Communist measures which could be planned and carried out within the Inter-American System’, a US policy planning staff paper by Secretary of State George Marshall, 22 March 1948

In order to safeguard peace and maintain mutual respect among states, the present situation of the world demands that urgent measures be taken to … prevent agents at the service of international communism … from seeking to distort the … free will of the peoples of this continent … by its anti-democratic nature and its interventionist tendency, the political activity of international communism … is incompatible with the concept of American freedom, which rests upon two undeniable postulates: the dignity of man as an individual and the sovereignty of the nation as a state.






ATL


Research and thinking skills

Investigate whether or not all Latin American participants were in full agreement with Semán’s position that they ‘submitted’ to the USA, which is discussed in Source I.






The Bogotá Conference was a pivotal moment in the history of the Cold War in the Americas. The conference intended to consolidate hemispheric solidarity against communism, but it also exposed deep regional frustrations with US regional dominance. The USA’s refusal to provide substantial development aid reinforced perceptions of neglect among Latin Americans and highlighted disparities between hemispheric ideals and practical policies.



[image: ] Examine how the perspective in Source I can be used to answer the following question: ‘How did US diplomats feel about the outcome of the Bogotá Conference?’






SOURCE I

Excerpt from ‘Democracy in the Americas, the Revolutionary Way’ by Ernesto Semán, in The North American Congress on Latin America (NACLA), 8 February 2017. Semán is a professor of history at the University of Richmond

US diplomats had hoped that the OAS would be the hemispheric armor against post-war communism. They traveled to Bogotá with a set of resolutions promoting the political and military coordination of countries facing social unrest and internal conflict … The notion of the Western hemisphere was finally becoming a reality, with Latin America joining the Cold War efforts …and submitting to the unprecedented political and military power of the United States.







The UN Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA)

Latin American leaders had rigorously sought to counter the USA’s refusal of substantial economic aid packages for domestic development in Latin America. In 1947, the Chilean ambassador to the UN, Hernán Santa Cruz, with the support of many Latin American diplomats, proposed to establish an independent economic commission for Latin America, acknowledging that the USA was not budging. Santa Cruz’s proposal evolved into the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA), a UN body aimed at economic development in Latin America through structuralist policies. It was established in February 1948 against the will of the USA, which feared that the ECLA would replicate existing economic frameworks for the region.
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Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) UN regional body founded in 1948 to promote Latin American development, economic research, cooperation and integration among member states, with headquarters in Santiago, Chile.

Structuralist policies Economic policies designed to address long-term economic problems, focusing on the underlying structures and institutions.




The ECLA’s main argument was that Latin American underdevelopment stemmed from its peripheral role in global trade and required regional industrial development to combat dependence on larger nations. The ECLA advocated for import-substitution industrialization (ISI) to increase domestic development and reduce dependency on imported goods. The ECLA’s first executive secretary was well-known Argentine economist, Raúl Prebisch, who had formulated the ‘centre-periphery theory’, later to become known as dependency theory. Prebisch, in his 1950 report, ‘The Economic Development of Latin America and its Principal Problems’, asserted that global trade imbalances favoured industrialized nations (the centre), like the USA, over

























The National Security Act (1947)










	•  Central Intelligence Agency (CIA): Established as the primary civilian intelligence-gathering organization, responsible for coordinating intelligence activities and advising the NSC.

	•  Department of Defense (DoD): Established to unify the previously separate War Department and Navy Department.

	•  National Security Council (NSC): Created to advise the president on national security and foreign policy matters, facilitating better coordination among military, intelligence and diplomatic agencies.












The militarization of containment: NSC-68 (1950)













The Kennan Corollary to the Truman Doctrine


































Anti-communism and the Korean War












Conclusion















[image: Summary diagram showing containment as a worldwide strategy to counter communism and expand US influence, with implementation in Latin America and Europe through military, economic and political measures.]


Long Description








3 McCarthyism




	•  Key question: To what extent did McCarthyism influence politics and society in the USA and the Americas during the early Cold War, and why was this significant?







McCarthy and the ‘Wheeling speech’








































The roots of McCarthyism


































J Edgar Hoover and the FBI









































The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)





















[image: Cartoon showing Joseph McCarthy confronting two ancient Greek philosophers, holding a document labelled Investigation of Ancient Greece by McCarthy, with text referring to censorship of an Aristophanes play and caption reading: How dare you say you have invented democracy - I did.]

















Alger Hiss



















Tactics and targets: The mechanics of McCarthyism



















[image: Joseph McCarthy pointing to a map of the United States titled Communist Party Organization USA Feb 9 1950 during a Senate Committee hearing in 1950.]





















	 
	Effects on society





	Political climate
	Fostered a climate of fear and suspicion where dissent was often equated with disloyalty.



	Civil liberties
	Saw significant erosion of civil liberties, with many Americans facing persecution for their political beliefs or associations.



	Cultural expression
	The arts and academia were particularly affected, with many creative and intellectual voices silenced or self-censoring to avoid suspicion.






McCarthyism and education











McCarthyism and the 1952 election












Opposition to McCarthyism










































The turning tide: Army–McCarthy hearings


















The decline and legacy of McCarthyism





















	 
	Legacy of McCarthyism





	Political discourse
	Left a lasting impact on political discourse, with accusations of being ‘soft on communism’ remaining a potent political weapon.



	Civil liberties
	McCarthyism prompted a reassessment of the balance between national security and civil liberties, influencing later debates on government surveillance and individual rights.



	Cultural memory
	McCarthyism became a cautionary tale about the dangers of political ‘witch hunts’ and the importance of protecting dissent in a democracy.



	Historical analysis
	The era continues to be a subject of intense historical study, with ongoing debates about its causes, extent and long-term consequences for American society and politics.






Historiography and broader reflections

































Conclusion













4 Eisenhower’s ‘New Look’ policy




	•  Key question: To what extent did Eisenhower’s ‘New Look’ policy alter US foreign policy and military strategy in the Americas?







Eisenhower and US foreign policy changes
















Key principles of the New Look policy


Nuclear deterrence





Massive retaliation





Covert operations












Brinkmanship and diplomacy







The New Look policy and Latin America








NSC-144/1


























The ‘trade, not aid’ approach






The New Look support for dictators

















































The New Look and Latin American revolutions




























Guatemala













[image: Firing squad preparing to execute Margarito Tecún Cuque and Francisco García Pineda in Guatemala on 4 August 1955, with soldiers aiming rifles in a courtyard.]







New Look policy applications in Guatemala


	•  employed economic pressure through arms embargoes and diplomatic isolation

	•  established precedent for intervention against governments threatening US economic interests

	•  prioritized protection of private US investment over democratic governance.















Bolivia




	•  nationalizing tin mines owned by three major companies

	•  extending the vote to Indigenous peasants

	•  dissolving the military in favour of workers and people’s militias

	•  implementing a major agrarian reform law.







	•  expelled communists/suspected communists from the party

	•  compensated former tin-mine owners as per US aid conditions

	•  curbed trade union power due to US demands

	•  implemented agrarian reform consistent with US expectations

	•  accepted US aid supervision and oversight

	•  adopted a US-imposed economic stabilization programme

	•  shifted to a free-market economy under US insistence

	•  discontinued social-welfare allocations at US urging.















	(a)   To dispel strong suspicions, still held by some sectors of American opinion, that the Bolivian Government is dominated by communist influence;

	(b)   To reach a prompt and just final settlement of claims arising from the nationalization of mining properties in which there is an American interest.






























Significance and consequences for Bolivia


	•  US pressure and surveillance undermined Paz Estenssoro’s agenda, forcing compromises on land redistribution and mine nationalization.

	•  CIA distrust of Paz’s pragmatism contributed to the 1964 coup led by General René Barrientos, who dissolved labour unions, banned leftist parties and aligned Bolivia with US Cold War priorities.

	•  The 1964 coup initiated a 20-year cycle of instability with revolving military regimes, marked by corruption and repression.

	•  Post-coup governments reversed mine nationalization, granting favourable terms to US firms like Gulf Oil. Land reforms stalled.

	•  Barrientos’ US-backed regime (1964–9) criminalized dissent, foreshadowing the 1971–8 dictatorship’s death squads.














Other case studies: Eisenhower’s New Look policy in Latin America








Brazil




New Look policy applications in Brazil


	•  emphasized private investment over government aid programmes

	•  terminated bilateral development commissions established under Truman

	•  balanced Brazil’s push to control its own economy while at the same time encouraging overseas investment

	•  demonstrated conflict between economic liberalization goals and political stability needs.






Venezuela












New Look policy applications in Venezuela


	•  were promoted as the ideal model: private investment with anti-communist stability

	•  achieved the largest US investment in Latin America

	•  demonstrated a preference for authoritarian regimes that protected US business interests

	•  saw the USA provide military equipment and training

	•  revealed the fatal flaw in supporting unpopular dictatorships despite economic benefits

	•  led to a New Look policy reassessment following violent anti-American demonstrations in 1958.






Impact of New Look on US–Latin American relations


Significance and consequence for Latin America


	•  It set a precedent for US use of covert action and CIA-backed coups to shape political outcomes in the region.

	•  It encouraged a pattern of US support for anti-communist, authoritarian regimes over democratically elected governments.

	•  It fuelled widespread and enduring anti-American sentiment and distrust throughout Latin America.

	•  It emboldened the USA to use similar tactics in other Latin American countries, influencing future interventions.

	•  It inspired revolutionary leaders and movements.








Vice President Richard Nixon’s Latin American visits








Nixon’s first visit (1955)













Nixon’s second visit (1958)




Peru













[image: Richard Nixon arguing with a student during a visit to the National University of San Marcos in Lima, Peru, on 8 May 1958, pointing his finger as others look on.]














Venezuela












	•  Economic discontent: The USA focused on anti-communism, not economic aid.

	•  Support for authoritarian regimes: The USA backed dictators, hurting its democratic image.

	•  Nationalism and sovereignty: The US interference violated local independence.

	•  Public discontent: Protests demanded respect and less US intervention, captured by the words of a Peruvian student: ‘We want respect, not intervention!’






































Juscelino Kubitschek and Operation Pan America











	•  pledged $500 million in US loans for housing, education and land reform

	•  endorsed the Inter-American Development Bank to fund infrastructure projects

	•  required Latin American nations to match US funds, ensuring local buy-in.












The Act of Bogotá









	•  promote land reform and support small farmers

	•  improve housing and rural infrastructure

	•  modernize education and increase literacy

	•  expand public health services and combat diseases

	•  create a special fund for social and economic development

	•  strengthen regional cooperation and monitor progress.









Conclusion












5 US intervention in Latin America, including the role of the CIA




	•  Key question: To what extent did US intervention in Latin America – including the role of the CIA – affect regional stability and US interests?







The Truman administration (1947–53)










The CIA
































Colombia, the Bogotazo and La Violencia


























Communism and the Bogotazo

















The CIA, Bogotazo and Latin America’s Cold War


















Legacy and unanswered questions







Institutionalizing covert intervention: The Eisenhower administration (1953–60)









Guatemala










Jacobo Árbenz and reforms in Guatemala









	•  legalization of political parties, including communists

	•  expansion of voting rights and civil liberties to Indigenous Maya

	•  the introduction of minimum wage laws and labour rights

	•  investment in public infrastructure and education.




Decree 900 in the context of the Cold War


























Operation PBFortune




Operation PBSuccess











	•  radio propaganda broadcasts such as the ‘Voice of Liberation’ station spreading false reports of rebel victories and defections

	•  dropping leaflets over cities warning of imminent attacks and urging Guatemalans to oppose President Árbenz

	•  staged air raids by unmarked planes bombing and hitting non-strategic targets to simulate a larger invasion force

	•  fake communiqués and news reports circulated to sow confusion about the government’s strength and allies’ loyalty

	•  diplomatic pressure and misinformation designed to isolate Guatemala internationally and make its leaders feel abandoned.

















[image: Man walking past a graffiti mural in Guatemala City on 16 June 2004 with text reading 1944 to 1954 Guatemala en Primavera, Arbenz and Decreto 900, and a US flag with a skull and crossbones replacing the stars.]













The overthrown of Árbenz: Immediate consequences






	 
	Significance and consequence for Guatemala





	Political
	Ended Guatemala’s brief period of democracy, deposing the elected president; installed a military dictatorship under Carlos Castillo Armas, leading to the outlawing of unions, suppression of opposition.



	Social
	Triggered decades of instability, authoritarian rule and government terror, including arbitrary arrests, torture, executions and the dismantling of civil society.



	Economic
	Reversed land reforms, returning expropriated land to large landowners and US companies, notably the United Fruit Company; deepened structural inequalities.



	Long-term
	Contributed directly to the outbreak of the Guatemalan Civil War (1960–96), which resulted in massive loss of life and human rights abuses.









	Arguments for US intervention
	Alternative interpretations and critiques





	Fear of communism

	Exaggerated communist threat




	Protection of US economic interests

	US hegemony and economic interests




	Domino theory

	Undermining democracy








Regional impact and legacy






































































The CIA’s role in Latin America









	•  Intelligence gathering: Monitoring political developments and potential communist activities

	•  Covert operations: Organizing and supporting coups, influencing elections and conducting psychological warfare

	•  Paramilitary operations: Training and supporting anti-communist forces in various countries

	•  Economic manipulation: Using economic aid and sanctions as tools of influence.




CIA involvements (1947–59)











	Country
	CIA goal and operations
	Specific CIA activities
	CIA results and legacy





	Guatemala (1954)
	Overthrow Árbenz and prevent perceived communist foothold via CIA covert operation
	Operation PBSuccess: armed/trained exiles



	Installed Castillo Armas as dictator





	Bolivia (1952–71)
	Guide 1952 MNR revolution towards capitalism via ‘gradual moderation’
	Military training (School of the Americas (see page 149), Special Forces teams)


	CIA template: aid plus military training instead of open overthrow




	Cuba (1960–1)
	Remove Castro through comprehensive CIA covert action
	Radio Swan propaganda


	CIA pattern: propaganda, sabotage, assassination




	Venezuela (1948–58)
	Prevent leftist takeover of oil sector through CIA infiltration
	Monitored communist infiltration


	Maintained pro-US oil control




	Paraguay (1954)
	Establish anti-communist bulwark via CIA intelligence collaboration
	Supported Stroessner’s 1954 coup


	Cemented dictatorship

























	  1  What was the key principle behind Truman’s containment policy, and how did George Kennan’s ‘Long Telegram’ influence its development?

	  2  How did the Truman Doctrine redefine America’s global role during the early Cold War, particularly in relation to defending ‘free peoples’?

	  3  What were the main goals and impacts of the Marshall Plan, and why did Latin America not benefit from similar economic aid as Europe?

	  4  Why did US policymakers at the Chapultepec, Rio and Bogotá conferences focus on security alliances over economic development for Latin America?

	  5  How did the creation of the Organization of American States (OAS) shape hemispheric relations and reflect Cold War priorities in the Americas?

	  6  What role did McCarthyism play in American politics and society, and how did figures like Joseph McCarthy and J Edgar Hoover contribute to its spread?

	  7  What were the main tactics and social impacts of McCarthyism?

	  8  In what ways did Eisenhower’s New Look policy shift US foreign policy in the Americas?

	  9  How did US intervention and the role of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) affect regional stability and politics in Latin America, especially in cases like Guatemala and Bolivia?

	10  What were the major consequences of the USA’s Cold War policies for Latin America, including issues of democracy, economic development and anti-American sentiment?














Command terms




Inquiry topics and specified content



	•  Truman’s containment policy

	•  McCarthyism

	•  Eisenhower’s New Look policy

	•  US intervention in Latin America, including the role of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).















	1  To what extent did Truman’s containment policy shape Cold War dynamics in the Americas?

	2  To what extent did US intervention in Latin America under Truman and Eisenhower promote stability?

	3  To what extent did McCarthyism transform American society and politics?

	4  To what extent did Eisenhower’s New Look policy represent a significant change from Truman’s approach?








IB markbands



	•  provide an evaluation of perspectives on the argument in the question. You will need to demonstrate an understanding of the different reasons and evidence that could be used to support an argument

	•  provide a thorough and well-balanced evaluation of a range of perspectives on the argument. It is important to be able to identify different perspectives on the given argument. This includes being able to examine the strengths and weaknesses of each perspective based on an in-depth understanding of the evidence

	•  provide a substantiated judgement consistent with the evaluation. You should be able to reach a judgement on the validity of the argument. You might broadly support this argument, find alternative perspectives you find more convincing or decide that a combination of different perspectives is the most convincing.





How to approach essay questions









	1  Identify key themes and evidence


	2  Organize your argument

	•  main factor (e.g. military alliances, economic policies)

	•  secondary factors (e.g. ideology, domestic pressures)

	•  counter-arguments (e.g. regional autonomy, alternative influences).




	3  Evaluate different perspectives


	•  historians’ analyses (e.g. Grandin on US support for dictators)

	•  perspectives of Latin American leaders and societies

	•  US policymakers’ rationale versus resistance or acquiescence in Latin America.




	4  Judgement and analysis






Example outline for ‘to what extent’ answers












	1  Introduction: Define ‘New Look,’ outline debate on change versus continuity.

	2  Main body:

	•  nuclear deterrence and military alliances (NSC-144/1, OAS, Rio Pact)

	•  cost-effectiveness, covert CIA operations (Guatemala coup)

	•  comparison to Truman era – continuity in support for authoritarian regimes, but escalation in nuclear strategy.

	•  counter-arguments – regional resentment, neglected economic development.




	3  Conclusion: weigh significance, acknowledge mixed outcomes (security versus democracy/development).








Tips for success


	•  Use clear topic sentences and connect back to the question.

	•  Prioritize analytical depth over mere description.

	•  Balance your answer – acknowledge limits and present alternate viewpoints.

	•  Back up claims with precise evidence and historical context (e.g. years, treaties, policies, names).

	•  End with a substantiated judgement that answers the ‘to what extent’ command term.
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