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01.There Seems to Be a Change Coming
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This story is a version of events that happened to people on Earth and their patrons in Heaven in the old and not very old times.

Perhaps the word “version” does not accurately characterize the essence of the story. For it may give rise to the erroneous notion that there are other worthy writings.

A version is used if there is no authenticity. But this is the only authentic research based on immutable facts, on the materials of open archives and on reliable eyewitness testimonies.

And now it is time to move on to the account of past events both on Earth and in Heaven.

Already from the first years of its existence, the human race created by the Most High took advantage of the pleasant side of the God's command: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it...” The descendants of Adam and Hava were so eager to be fruitful and multiply that even the extremely high mortality rate at the dawn of mankind could not stop the filling of the earth. But taking possession of it, that is, subduing the forces of nature, has not yet succeeded the earthlings, but we will talk about it ahead.

As nowadays, in those infinitely distant times people were born different. Strong and weak, smart and stupid, beautiful and ugly were born. For the purposes of this story, we will be interested in only one of the categories, namely, beautiful women. Since the human population as a whole was multiplying, it is obvious that there were more and more beautiful women from generation to generation.  

Humans knew too little and knew how to do almost nothing, they led hopelessly primitive lives, and only love gave them true comfort - it was a ray of sunshine that pierced the darkness of ignorant existence. Since the attraction to the opposite sex is inseparable from the aesthetic sense, with which God generously endowed his slaves, it is clear that the noble desire for beauty was often expressed in violent fights for the possession of beautiful women.

Unfortunately, such clashes sometimes took on the character of disgusting massacres. Not surprisingly, the sprouts of envy, aggression, bloodthirstiness and other things God disliked were sprouting and growing. In the absence of change, in the conditions of social stagnation, any good beginning is inevitably doomed to a bad continuation. 

From what has been said, it follows that love was producing calamities on earth. Of course, love was not the only source of evil, for the paths to various kinds of abominations are wide, straight and paved with temptations, and not at all like winding and thorny shrubbery unattractive paths to knowledge.  

***
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In the meantime, the heavenly existence was not darkened by external cataclysms, nor by internal strife. The inhabitants of Heaven, who numbered a multitude of angels equal to the number of stars in the sky, enjoyed the grace of a conflict-free existence.

According to the elaborate table of ranks, the angels were categorized by their importance, depending on their abilities and knowledge. The hierarchy was not static and gave equal chances to all. Angels were constantly learning in an effort to as deep as possible to comprehend the wisdom of the Almighty and, at the same time, with practical work to affirm devotion to Him. People are good to know the names of the angels who stood at the top of the hierarchical pyramid - Michael, Nasargiel, Raphael, Azazel, Shemhazai and others.

For the Heavenly Host the main source of knowledge about the events on Earth were the open archives of the Supreme Court of Justice, which decided the fate of newcomers to Heaven - to whom Paradise, to whom Hell. Scrupulous inquiries of the souls of deceased earthlings were conducted at the sessions of the Court. From their frank stories, repentances or boasts it was possible to make up a picture of earthly life. The shrewdest of angels discerned poverty, brilliance, trends.

The long-term permanency of the information led some angels to think that these were not random things but regularities. These angels concluded that exposure to earthly life leads to changes in destiny.

No, God forbid, the angels did not murmur. They lived good in Heaven, even very, very good. But there is no limit to good, as there is no limit to the inquisitiveness of the mind, or daring spirit, or adventurous temper. Though angels are molded from a different clay than humans, they were created by the same Potter. They are neither stones nor insects, whose life is predetermined, and therefore they are adventurous creatures.
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02. Resolved and Done
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It is time to tell about two prominent figures in the Heavenly Host. They are the angels Azazel and Shemhazai. Probably there is no reader who has not heard the name of Azazel. This epochal figure is very well-known among earthlings. Shemhazai, his comrade in arms, is less known to the wide audience, which, however, does not detract from his contribution to the building of the new world. Popularity is not identical to historical significance.

Azazel and Shemhazai - both stood out in the angelic environment of shrewd intelligence and a powerful will to novelty. At the same time, they were characterized by a deep sensuality, but this happy quality of their natures they kept secret from their companions and preferred to speak openly on this subject only with each other. It is said that trust in one's own feelings is the quality of a refined temper.

The difference between these angels manifested itself in the varying firmness of their ideological positions. Azazel was somewhat more consistent, and this trait is sometimes called straightforwardness. Shemhazai's views were characterized by a certain flexibility, which is sometimes called opportunism.

Our heroes often looked through the archives of the sessions of the Supreme Court of Justice, and important features of the life of earthlings did not escape their watchful eyes. Let us reproduce here a conversation between them, which took place without witnesses, but recorded with stenographic accuracy.

- My friend Azazel,” Shemhazai said, ”I have noticed that in the last few hundred years
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