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WHO’S THE NEW GUY...

Katie Walters and Adam Miller have gone back to New York City with one goal, and only one goal: Find whoever is stealing money from Adam’s company, and find them now.

Even better, they’ve got a contact in the city who claims he knows who the thief is.

But when that contact won’t give them the information they need, and Katie starts turning up files that make it look like Adam himself might be involved, things start getting really complicated.

Will their budding relationship survive them solving this case? Or will it send them running to opposite corners, never to speak again?
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ADAM
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I HELD KATIE WALTER’S hand as we walked into the office for the last time, both of us holding our breath more than a little bit—and not only because we were counting the moments until we could get out of there.

Look, it hadn’t been a bad stretch of time in the Houston branch of my company. The two of us had both made friends here and had what amounted to a relatively good time working with the employees of this particular building. Katie in particular had made a good friend—and then lost her again—and I’d come to bond pretty firmly with the guy who’d been acting as my boss in the sales department, James Andrews. I’d also become weirdly close to Arthur Smith and Joseph Parissimo...

Who just happened to be two of the guys we’d been investigating in said office. Along with Katie’s friend, Rachel, who was the only female suspect—and who had ended her relationship with Katie specifically because Katie was investigating her for being a thief and a fraud, among other things.

Right, yeah, I know that all sounds really bad and complicated and makes Katie and me both look like we’re relatively flighty people who evidently investigate other people at the drop of a hat.

But that was the entire reason we were in Houston in the first place. As the head of the entire company—Miller and Co, thanks so much—I generally worked in the best executive suite in the New York office, which served as the company’s headquarters. I’d started the company with a few of my closest friends and had been lucky enough to grow in leaps and bounds and reach the level we were at now, where I had multiple offices across the nation and hundreds of people working for the company that I’d named after myself.

The company was worth billions, at this point, and I was the one and only stockholder. So yeah, things were pretty good.

The not so good: my accounting department calling me several weeks ago and letting me know that the company accounts were short, to the tune of millions of dollars. It looked, they said, like someone in the Houston office was skimming off the top, in one way or another, and stealing from the company—and therefore, from me.

The even worse: those thefts were increasing in frequency and amount, meaning that the longer we were down here, the more money I was losing.

And the worst of all: We’d been here two weeks and had now investigated six different people, give or take, and we hadn’t found one single thing. That’s right, I’d hired the best PI in the nation and come down here myself, going undercover to get into the trenches with the employees and get to know them, just to figure out what was going on and who was at fault.

And we’d failed. Repeatedly.

This most recent failure had also included me completely flipping my lid—and doing something I hadn’t cleared with Katie—and telling the suspects exactly who I was and why I was in Houston.

Which, as Katie had so unnecessarily pointed out yesterday, meant that I’d effectively blown our cover for good this time. Sure, some of the higher-ups had known about us before, but the employees hadn’t, and that had meant we were free to keep investigating.

But I’d now told the biggest gossip in the entire building, since Rachel Turner had been included in the group. And I was betting she’d taken two seconds flat to start spreading that information around—even as she was working on quitting the office entirely.

“So this’ll be fun,” Katie said quietly, stepping up onto the walkway that would lead into the building. “An office full of people who not only know who we are, but also that we’ve been looking through all their files.”

“You honestly think they all know already?” I asked. After all, the scene with Rachel, Arthur, and Joseph had just happened two days ago.

I could see the look she gave me out of the corner of my eye, though I didn’t bother returning it.

“Are you actually kidding right now?” she scoffed. “You obviously have no idea how quickly rumors can fly through an office. I bet everyone knew about it the night you told those three.”

“Yes, I get it. It’s my fault,” I muttered. “No need to rub it in.”

“Just making sure you remember that I was the one doing my job,” she said primly. “You’re the one who screwed it all up.”

I didn’t bother to answer her because she was right. Instead, I opened the door and gestured for her to go in front of me, and we entered the Houston office for what I thought would most definitely be the last time.
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“SO YOU’VE GOT YOUR story all cooked up?” Samuel Jennings, head of the entire building, asked, smirking. Well, not a smirk, I thought, so much as a... mischievous grin. The old man was actually enjoying being in on the story. Part of the whole thing. I almost laughed myself at that, thinking of how easily Sam had accepted who I was and what I was doing, and how helpful he’d been in pursuing more subjects.

His life was probably going to be downright boring after we left. No more cloak-and-dagger plans to catch people out. Just the same old sales and finance.

“We do,” Katie said firmly, getting around to answering him when it became obvious that I wasn’t going to. “We’re putting it out there that we fell in love and are eloping. Staying in the same hotel does something to people, you know. Presents opportunities and all that.”

I could hear the smile in her voice, and I knew why it was there. We were pretending that we weren’t actually together, but Sam and James were among the select group who had actually seen video footage of us sneaking into a closet together the first week we were in the office.

They knew the truth. It was just a whole lot less awkward if we didn’t talk about it.

“I have to say, rumors have been flying about you two,” James broke in. “I don’t think anyone has ever believed that you were staying in separate rooms.”

“People,” Katie said firmly, “have too much time on their hands. Maybe they need more challenge in this office. Just a thought.”

“One I’ll definitely take into consideration,” Samuel answered. “After all, I happen to know that the head of the company has his eye on us now.” He turned to me, evidently finished flirting with Katie, and got down to business. “I assume there’s a reason you’re heading back to New York now.”

“There is,” I told him quickly. “One of my executives there emailed me saying that he has proof about one of the other executives stealing from the company. He says I know who the guy is and am very close to him. I don’t like the implications, but the exec who emailed me is one of my longest-standing partners in this. Helped me start the company. He’s making quite a claim, and I’m not going to just ignore him.”

“Especially if he says he has proof,” James said musingly. 

I gave him a quick nod. “Especially if he says he has proof. Besides, we can’t stay down here any longer. Our cover is blown.”

Samuel looked shocked at that, and I remembered suddenly that I hadn’t given him any of the details regarding the meeting with Arthur, Joseph, and Katie.

I’d just told him that we’d figured out that all three of them were innocent.

“How did you blow your cover?” he asked, looking horrified. “We were so careful to protect your identity!”

“You were,” Katie said, her voice dripping with sarcasm. “But evidently Adam didn’t think he needed to be as careful as the rest of us. CEO cockiness, I say,” she said, dropping her voice for the last line like that would mean I couldn’t hear her. “He just had to have it his way, and if his way included blabbing all over the joint about who he was and what he was doing here...”

She gave a very telling shrug, leaving the rest up to Sam’s and James’ imaginations, and glanced at me out of the corner of her eye.

“I tried to stop him, because I knew how hard everyone had been working to keep those personas in place. But he didn’t bother to tell me what he was going to do before he did it. I’m afraid my hands were tied.”

I glared at her, though it was only half serious. “You,” I told her quietly, “are trouble.”

She wasn’t supposed to give me up to Samuel and James. She was supposed to be on my side. But the glint in her eye told me that she knew exactly what she was doing—and that she might have to pay the price later, when I got her back into one of the bedrooms at the hotel.

The fact was, my brain was already listing the ways I could take advantage of this turn toward naughtiness in her.

Samuel, on the other hand, seemed to find the whole thing hilarious. He was howling with laughter and leaning down to slap his knee, and James was wearing a very wide, very annoying grin.

“I thought you’d have given it up earlier, if you want the truth,” Samuel gasped. “You don’t exactly fit in with the everyday Joe around here.”

“Definitely not,” I returned. Though I had to admit that two weeks here had definitely changed the way I looked at the world. I’d grown used to a slower pace—enough that talking to Oliver, my best friend and the man I’d left in charge of the home office, had become annoying.

I’d lost my taste for Big City folk.

Of course, I’d also fallen for the PI I’d brought here with me. And that alone had changed my outlook on pretty much everything.

I reached out and shook Samuel’s hand, and then James’. “Thank you so much for all your help. You two have been unbelievably helpful, and it’s been a pleasure working with you. I think you’ll both notice my gratitude on your next paycheck.”

I shared a quick grin with Katie, who had been the one to tell me that these two deserved raises for all the work they’d done. I never would have thought about it, too intent on getting home and getting back to work, but that was just one of the things that made Katie such a great match for me.

She picked up on the small details that I was going to miss as I rushed through life.

“Well, I hope we’ll be able to contact you if we have any more ideas,” James told me. “I have to say, I’d never expected to get to work side by side with you. But now that I have...”

“You’re welcome in my office anytime,” I told him, meaning every word of it. The man had been inconveniently quick to guess who I was, but he’d also stepped into the role of wingman very quickly, and I owed him a whole lot. “Next time either of you is in New York, I expect a heads up and dinner. I can’t promise the world’s best nachos or margaritas, but we do cook a mean steak in New York, and I’ve got standing reservations at the best steakhouses.”

“And we will definitely be taking you up on that,” Samuel replied. “Fly safely. Drink red wine on the plane. I find it always makes the flights go more quickly.”

Katie and I turned away from them with grins and walked through the door, hoping we could get out of the office before anyone else saw us.

Unfortunately, that wasn’t to be.

“I can’t believe you guys are leaving us like this,” a voice said from behind us. “And running off to get married, or so the rumors say.” 

We both turned and took in the outrageous character that was Rachel Turner. Curvy, brightly adorned, and outgoing, she was the most ostentatious person in the office—and had been one of our prime suspects.

She’d also been the one and only friend Katie had made down here, and had been crushed to find out that Katie was investigating her.

Of course, they’d made up after that. Sort of. I wondered now, though, if it was going to stick. She didn’t exactly sound affectionate.

“I’m going to miss you, too,” Katie said, taking a step forward. “You could just say it, you know.”

Rachel moved quickly and wrapped Katie in a hug so tight that I wondered if Katie could breathe. “You,” Rachel said, “are one of the most interesting people I’ve ever met. Promise you’ll keep in touch. Swear it on your mother’s life or something.” She pulled back, held Katie by the shoulders, and looked deeply into her eyes. “I’m going to miss you. Even if you did think I was a thief.”

Katie just shook her head. “I never thought you were. I wanted to prove you weren’t. And you know it.”

Rachel gave her a quick grin. “I know. But it’s never going to get old teasing you about it. You guys have a safe flight. Make good use of that bathroom.”

Then, with a wink that made it absolutely clear what she meant by that particular comment, she turned on her red heel and swayed off, already shouting at someone from across the room that they owed her nachos at O’Malley’s because it turned out, Katie and Adam were getting married after all!

Katie and I whirled and made our way quickly toward the elevators. If Rachel was going to start shouting about it, neither of us wanted to be here to deal with the fallout.
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KATIE
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“SAMUEL WAS RIGHT,” I told Adam when we touched down at JFK. “Red wine does make the flight go faster.”

Of course, flying in First Class hadn’t hurt. Adam had been in charge of buying the tickets, which meant he’d just sprung right for the way he usually did it, and that was First Class, all the way. We’d been greeted at security personally and then escorted to the gate, where we’d been allowed to board first. Sure, the other First Class passengers were also boarding then, but when you compared it to the usual rush of trying to squeeze into the airplane at the last second, the way you did if you got a bad number or hadn’t paid the extra $30 to get priority boarding.

It was even better once we got into the plane itself. Big, cushy seats with plenty of leg room. Free drinks. A hot towel to clean your hands after the meal.

That’s right. A hot towel.

And best of all, no obnoxious woman sitting next to me reading over my shoulder and lecturing me about how regular books were better than ebooks, or vice versa.

It had been as close to heaven as I thought a flight could be.

“To be fair,” Adam said, gathering his things and shoveling them into the ratty backpack he traveled with, despite the fact that he was a billionaire. “It wasn’t that long of a flight in the first place.”
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