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A PRACTICAL GARDENING REFERENCE





Important — please read.



This guide is an educational gardening reference for Azerbaijan. Climate, rainfall, soil, water availability, plant-health rules, invasive-species controls and permitted treatments can vary by region and change over time. Planting dates and climate guidance should be adapted to the reader’s exact locality, elevation and microclimate. Always follow product labels and current local rules for fertilizers, pesticides and plant movement. Where plant toxicity, allergies, food safety, structural work, electrical systems or chemical treatments are involved, obtain appropriate professional advice.



GARDENER’S NOTE Use this book as a practical planning reference and verify local growing conditions before acting.



Published by YouFlora • YouFlora.com








Important — please read. This guide is an educational introduction to gardening and native flora in Azerbaijan. Growing conditions vary widely by locality, altitude and microclimate, and plant hardiness, flowering times, soil needs and pest pressures differ from garden to garden — treat any specific dates, temperatures and measurements here as general illustrations, not guarantees. Before planting, confirm that a species suits your site and is not restricted: some ornamental plants are invasive in certain regions and others are toxic to people, pets or livestock, and local rules may protect native or wild species. Check current guidance from your national or regional agriculture/horticulture authority, a trusted local nursery, or a botanical garden, and never forage or consume any plant without expert identification. Effective date of research: 2026.






1. Welcome to Gardening in Azerbaijan
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1.1 How to Use This Guide

Welcome to your essential companion for gardening in Azerbaijan! Whether you tend a sun-baked courtyard in Baku, a lush plot in Lankaran, or a wild hillside in Sheki, this guide is designed to be both a reference and an inspiration for every stage of your gardening journey. Here’s how to get the most from its pages—and from your own patch of Azerbaijani soil.


Navigating the Guide: Structure & Features

This book is organized to mirror the natural progression of successful gardening, starting with foundational knowledge about climate, soils, and native flora, then moving into practical advice on design, planting, care, and sustainable practices. Each chapter is tailored to Azerbaijan’s unique regions and rich botanical heritage.


	Regional Focus: Throughout, you’ll find notes on how advice varies between the Caspian lowlands, the mountain slopes, the Kura-Aras plain, and Nakhchivan. When a tip is especially relevant for a certain area, it’s flagged for easy reference.

	Native and Common Plants: Whenever possible, native species—like the striking Oriental beech (Fagus orientalis) or the delicate Caucasian iris (Iris caucasica)—are highlighted, alongside well-adapted ornamentals and crops.

	Practical Tables & Callouts: Look for quick-reference tables on topics like planting depths, regional sowing calendars, and pest solutions. Special callouts share pro tips, pollinator notes, and common mistakes to help you avoid pitfalls.




🌿 Native Spotlight: Gardening with Azerbaijani natives not only celebrates the country’s biodiversity, but often means less watering, fewer pests, and more resilient gardens.




Using the Guide Step-By-Step


	Start with Your Region & Climate:

Flip to Chapter 2 for a primer on Azerbaijan’s major climate zones. Understanding your local rainfall, temperatures, and frost dates is crucial for planning what—and when—to plant.


	Test and Know Your Soil:

Chapter 3 walks you through identifying your soil type (from fertile chernozem to sandy alluvium), testing pH, and improving fertility. This sets the stage for healthy roots and thriving plants.


	Choose the Right Plants:

Each plant section (Chapters 4–7) describes suitable native trees, shrubs, perennials, and aquatics, with details on their preferred conditions. Use the included tables to match species to your garden’s light, soil, and moisture.














	Plant Name
	Sun Needs
	Watering
	Soil Type
	Notable Regions





	Oriental Beech (Fagus orientalis)
	Partial shade
	Moderate
	Moist, fertile
	Greater Caucasus, Talysh



	Wild Pomegranate (Punica granatum)
	Full sun
	Low-Moderate
	Well-drained
	Lowlands, Absheron



	Caucasian Iris (Iris caucasica)
	Full sun
	Low
	Rocky, drained
	Mountains, foothills






	Plan and Prepare:

Design advice in Chapter 8 helps you make the most of your space, whether you’re creating a productive kitchen garden or a wildlife haven. Soil prep (Chapter 9) and watering strategies (Chapter 10) are tailored to local realities—like conserving water in dry steppes or managing heavy spring rains in the south.


	Plant, Care, and Troubleshoot:

Follow the seasonal calendars for sowing and transplanting. Maintenance chapters cover pruning, pest management, and sustainable practices, always with an eye to local conditions and biodiversity.


	Celebrate and Adapt:

Gardening is as much about observation and flexibility as it is about rules. Use this guide as a springboard—record your own results, experiment with combinations, and share with neighbors. Local knowledge is invaluable!





⚠️ Common Mistake: Many newcomers plant Mediterranean or Central European species that struggle in Azerbaijan’s harsher steppe or salty coastal soils. Always check a plant’s needs against your specific microclimate and soil.





Safety, Sustainability, and Community

Botanical safety is a recurring theme. Some native and introduced plants are toxic to people, pets, or livestock—always consult local experts before foraging or using plants medicinally. And remember, certain species (like some non-native ornamentals) can become invasive: check local regulations before planting.

Above all, this guide encourages working with, not against, Azerbaijan’s unique tapestry of climate, landscape, and flora. Each region’s traditions and wild plants have much to teach—let this book be your companion as you learn, grow, and garden with confidence.





1.2 A Brief History of Azerbaijani Gardens

Gardening in Azerbaijan is not merely a pastime—it’s a living thread in the nation’s cultural fabric, woven over millennia by empires, poets, and farmers. From the lush courtyards of ancient Shirvan to the wildflower-strewn slopes of the Caucasus, the story of Azerbaijani gardens is one of adaptation and artistry, shaped by climate, geography, and a deep reverence for the land.


Ancient Roots: Persian Influence and Paradise Gardens

The earliest gardens in Azerbaijan trace their roots to the Achaemenid and later the Sassanid Persian empires. The concept of the pairidaeza—a walled “paradise garden” with geometric layouts, flowing water channels, and fragrant plants—found fertile ground here, especially in the irrigated oases of the Kura-Aras lowland. These gardens were not just for pleasure: they symbolized order over chaos, with straight rows of pomegranate (Punica granatum), quince (Cydonia oblonga), and fig (Ficus carica) trees, all shaded by trellised grapevines (Vitis vinifera).


🌸 Did You Know? The very word “paradise” comes from the Old Persian pairidaeza, meaning “enclosed garden.” Azerbaijan’s gardens are direct descendants of this ancient tradition.




Medieval Flourish: Courtyards, Poetry, and the Silk Road

With the rise of medieval cities like Shamakhi and Sheki, Azerbaijani gardens became centers of social and spiritual life. Walled courtyard gardens, or həyət, featured central pools, tiled walkways, and beds of roses (Rosa damascena) and irises (Iris caucasica). These spaces were immortalized by poets such as Nizami Ganjavi, who wrote of nightingales singing amid blossoming almond (Prunus dulcis) and cherry (Prunus avium) trees.

The Silk Road brought exotic bulbs—tulips (Tulipa spp.), hyacinths (Hyacinthus orientalis)—and new horticultural knowledge from east and west. Local khans and merchants competed to create the most splendid garden displays, blending Persian symmetry with the wild beauty of the Caucasus flora.



Soviet Era and Modern Revival

The Soviet period saw a shift toward collective agriculture, but home gardens remained cherished refuges. Many families in Baku and Ganja maintained small kitchen plots behind their homes, growing tomatoes (Solanum lycopersicum), eggplants (Solanum melongena), and a wealth of herbs such as tarragon (Artemisia dracunculus) and coriander (Coriandrum sativum). Ornamental plantings, such as the stately Oriental plane tree (Platanus orientalis), became city landmarks.

Since independence, there’s been a renaissance in gardening—both ornamental and productive. Native species like the Caucasian oak (Quercus macranthera) and wild pomegranate are increasingly celebrated for their resilience and beauty. Modern Azerbaijani gardens often blend fruit trees, flowering shrubs, and vegetable beds, echoing ancient traditions while embracing contemporary design.



Garden Traditions by Region

Azerbaijan’s diverse geography has fostered distinct local gardening styles:


	Absheron Peninsula: Windbreaks of tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima) and mulberry (Morus alba), with drought-hardy figs and olives.

	Talysh Mountains: Subtropical gardens with tea bushes (Camellia sinensis), persimmons (Diospyros kaki), and lush camellias.

	Caucasus Foothills: Terraced orchards with walnuts (Juglans regia), apples (Malus domestica), and wildflowers.




🌱 Planting Tip: When planning your garden, consider the traditions of your region. Local fruit and nut trees are often best suited to your climate and soil, and support pollinators and birds.





Enduring Values: Hospitality, Beauty, and Harmony

Across centuries, Azerbaijani gardens have been places of hospitality—where guests are offered fruit, tea, and shade. They are spaces for celebration and contemplation, for the practical and the poetic. As you design your own garden, you join a lineage of stewards who have shaped, cherished, and drawn inspiration from this uniquely rich landscape.









	Era/Influence
	Key Features
	Notable Plants





	Ancient Persian
	Walled symmetry, water channels, fruit trees
	Pomegranate, quince, fig, grapevine



	Medieval Islamic
	Courtyards, pools, poetry, exotic bulbs
	Rose, iris, almond, cherry, tulip



	Soviet & Modern
	Productive kitchen plots, city trees, revival
	Tomato, eggplant, tarragon, plane tree





As you step into your Azerbaijani garden, remember: you’re walking in the footsteps of kings, poets, and generations of gardeners who have always known that a garden is more than soil and plants—it is a living legacy.





1.3 Key Gardening Resources in Azerbaijan

Whether you’re a first-time gardener in Ganja or a seasoned horticulturist in Lankaran, knowing where to turn for reliable advice, quality plants, and community support can transform your gardening experience. Azerbaijan’s gardening resources blend ancient traditions with modern expertise, from bustling local bazaars to botanical institutions and a growing network of garden enthusiasts. Here’s your essential guide to navigating—and making the most of—these resources.


Nurseries and Plant Markets

Azerbaijan’s plant nurseries and open-air markets are treasure troves for gardeners seeking native species and time-honored fruit trees. In Baku and the Absheron Peninsula, established nurseries such as the Baku Botanical Garden Nursery (Bağçılıq Bağı) offer a wide selection of both ornamental and edible plants, including native Caucasian oak (Quercus macranthera) saplings, wild pomegranate (Punica granatum) cuttings, and locally adapted grapevines (Vitis vinifera).

For a truly local experience, visit your city’s plant bazaar—such as the Ganja Flower Market or Lankaran’s Saturday plant stalls—where you’ll find everything from robust mulberry (Morus alba) whips to trays of vegetable seedlings. These markets are also excellent places to ask local growers about traditional propagation techniques or the best cultivars for your microclimate.


🌱 Planting Tip: When buying from bazaars or roadside stalls, inspect roots and stems for signs of pests or disease. If in doubt, ask about the plant’s origin and acclimatization to your region’s climate.




Botanical Gardens and Research Institutions

Azerbaijan’s botanical gardens are more than just beautiful escapes—they’re living libraries of the country’s rich flora and practical centers for learning. The Central Botanical Garden in Baku, founded in 1936, maintains collections of native trees, perennials, and medicinal herbs. Guided tours and seasonal events offer hands-on learning about local species like the Caucasian iris (Iris caucasica) or the stately Oriental beech (Fagus orientalis).

In the subtropical south, the Lankaran Experimental Station showcases tea cultivation alongside native Talysh flora. Many of these institutions publish pamphlets or host workshops on propagation, pest management, and water-wise gardening—ideal for gardeners seeking science-backed advice.



Gardening Associations and Online Communities

A new wave of gardening clubs and online communities is connecting Azerbaijani gardeners like never before. The Azerbaijan Gardeners’ Society (Azərbaycan Bağbanlar Cəmiyyəti) regularly organizes seed swaps, lectures, and group garden visits. Membership offers access to region-specific advice, from battling salt spray on the Caspian coast to managing frost in the Caucasus foothills.

Social media groups (try searching for “Bağçılıq Azərbaycanda” or “Azerbaijan Gardeners” on Facebook and Telegram) are active spaces to share photos, troubleshoot plant problems, and exchange seeds—especially useful if you’re seeking rare or endemic species.


🌿 Native Spotlight: Many local gardeners are passionate about protecting and propagating threatened native plants like the Lenkoran acacia (Albizia julibrissin) and Azerbaijan’s wild tulips (Tulipa spp.). Engaging with these communities can help you source native seeds ethically and contribute to conservation efforts.





Government, NGOs, and Extension Services

The Ministry of Agriculture (Kənd Təsərrüfatı Nazirliyi) provides occasional training sessions on modern horticultural practices, pest alerts, and soil improvement—especially for fruit and nut growers. Regional agricultural offices can also advise on local soil types, water conservation, and government programs for orchard establishment.

Several NGOs, such as the Azerbaijan Ornamental Plants Association, promote urban greening and native plant use, often distributing free seedlings during community planting events.



Books, Guides, and Local Wisdom

While Azerbaijani-language gardening books are still relatively rare, classics like “Bağçılıq və Landşaft Dizaynı” (Gardening and Landscape Design) or Russian-language floras remain widely available in libraries and bookstores. Don’t underestimate the value of local knowledge—neighbors, elders, and village gardeners are often the best source for time-tested advice suited to Azerbaijan’s unique climates.









	Resource Type
	What You’ll Find
	Where to Find It





	Nurseries & Markets
	Native plants, fruit trees, seedlings
	Baku, Ganja, Lankaran, city bazaars



	Botanical Gardens
	Plant collections, workshops, tours
	Baku, Lankaran, Sheki



	Gardening Associations
	Clubs, seed swaps, local advice
	Nationwide, online



	Government/NGOs
	Training, free seedlings, soil advice
	Regional offices, community events





In summary: Azerbaijan’s gardening resources are as diverse as its landscapes. By tapping into these networks—modern and traditional—you’ll find the support, inspiration, and plant material to help your garden thrive in any region of the country.





1.4 Essential Tools and Supplies

Azerbaijan’s diverse geography—from the lush Lankaran lowlands to the wind-swept Absheron Peninsula—means that every gardener’s toolkit might look a little different. Yet, there are foundational tools and supplies that will make gardening not only more efficient but also more enjoyable, no matter your region or experience level. Let’s dig into the practical essentials, with some tips tailored to local soils, climates, and traditional Azerbaijani gardening practices.


The Must-Have Toolkit

1. Spade and Shovel:

Whether you’re carving out a bed for wild pomegranate (Punica granatum) or digging in the heavy chernozem soils of Ganja, a sturdy spade is indispensable. Choose a sharp, forged steel spade for slicing through compacted soil, and a broader shovel for moving compost, manure, or mulch.

2. Hand Trowel:

For planting perennials like Caucasian iris (Iris caucasica) or transplanting vegetable seedlings, a hand trowel is your go-to. Look for one with a comfortable, weather-resistant handle.

3. Garden Fork:

A fork with strong tines is invaluable for aerating soil, lifting root crops, or incorporating organic matter—crucial in clay-rich areas of the Kura-Aras lowland.

4. Pruners (Secateurs):

Sharp bypass pruners are essential for keeping fruit trees like figs (Ficus carica) or native shrubs tidy and healthy. Always clean blades after use to prevent disease spread.

5. Loppers and Handsaw:

For thicker branches on oaks (Quercus macranthera) or beech (Fagus orientalis), loppers provide extra leverage. A compact folding saw is ideal for occasional larger cuts, especially during winter pruning.

6. Rake:

A flexible leaf rake is perfect for gathering autumn leaves, while a steel garden rake helps level beds and break up clods—especially after spring rains.

7. Hoe or Azada:

The traditional “azada” (a type of hoe commonly used in Azerbaijan) is perfect for weeding, hilling potatoes, or shaping irrigation furrows—a must in both steppe and mountain gardens.

8. Watering Can and Hose:

In drier regions like Absheron, invest in a sturdy watering can with a detachable rose for gentle watering. For larger plots, a hose with adjustable spray is invaluable, especially if paired with a simple drip or furrow irrigation system.

9. Gloves:

Protect your hands from thorns (hawthorn, Crataegus spp., is common) and soil-borne pathogens. Choose gloves suited to your tasks: lightweight for planting, heavy-duty for pruning or digging.

10. Wheelbarrow or Garden Cart:

Moving soil, mulch, or harvested fruit is far easier with a sturdy wheelbarrow—especially if your garden is sloped or expansive.


🌱 Planting Tip: Before buying tools, handle them in person if possible. The right weight and grip make all the difference for long hours in the garden!




Supplies for Azerbaijani Gardens

Soil Amendments:

Depending on your soil type, you may need: - Compost: Homemade or purchased, to enrich poor soils. - Manure: Well-rotted cow or sheep manure is traditional and excellent for fruit trees and vegetables. - Mulch: Straw, bark, or even shredded pomegranate prunings help retain moisture and suppress weeds.

Pots and Seed Trays:

Useful for starting annuals like tomatoes and peppers or propagating wildflowers (always check local regulations before collecting native seeds).

String, Stakes, and Supports:

Essential for training grapevines (Vitis vinifera), supporting tall perennials, or marking out rows.

Labels and Markers:

Don’t underestimate the value of sturdy plant labels—especially when trialing local varieties or rare endemics.

Basic Protective Gear:

A wide-brimmed hat, sturdy boots, and sun protection are wise, especially in exposed areas.









	Tool/Supply
	Best For
	Regional Note





	Spade/Shovel
	Digging, bed prep
	Heavy soils in Ganja, lighter in Absheron



	Azada (Hoe)
	Weeding, furrows
	Traditional tool, ideal for steppe gardens



	Pruners/Loppers
	Tree and shrub maintenance
	Fruit tree regions (Sheki, Lankaran)



	Watering Can/Hose
	Irrigation
	Essential in dry, windy regions



	Compost/Manure
	Soil fertility
	Available in rural markets, check for quality






⚠️ Common Mistake: Using the wrong tool for your soil type can make gardening much harder. For instance, a spade with a narrow blade works best in clay, while a broad shovel is ideal for sandy or loose soils.





Pro Tips for the Azerbaijani Gardener


	Clean and oil your tools regularly—this prevents rust, especially in humid Lankaran or after working in wet conditions.

	Sharpen blades at the start of each season for cleaner cuts and easier work.

	Seek out local toolmakers or markets: traditional Azerbaijani hoes and spades are often perfectly adapted for the region’s soils and tasks.



With the right tools and supplies, your garden—whether a city courtyard in Baku or a mountain plot in Sheki—will flourish, reflecting both Azerbaijan’s rich horticultural traditions and your own green-thumbed creativity.







2. Climate Zones and Seasons of Azerbaijan
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2.1 Caspian Coastal Lowlands

From the bustling avenues of Baku to the tranquil reed beds of the Samur-Yalama National Park, the Caspian Coastal Lowlands represent Azerbaijan’s most maritime-influenced gardening region. Here, the mighty Caspian Sea tempers extremes, gifting the land with a long growing season, mild winters, and humidity that shapes both the local flora and the gardener’s approach. Whether you’re planting a kitchen garden in Sumqayit or dreaming of a native wildflower border in Lankaran, understanding this zone’s nuances is the key to thriving gardens.


Climate and Seasonal Patterns

Typically, the Caspian Coastal Lowlands are defined by:


	Mild, Wet Winters: Frost is rare near the coast, with average January lows hovering just above freezing (1–4°C), though cold snaps can still surprise.

	Long, Warm Summers: Temperatures in July and August usually reach 26–30°C, with humidity sometimes making it feel warmer.

	High Humidity & Salt Influence: The sea’s proximity means salty breezes and air moisture, especially within a kilometer or two of the coast.

	Rainfall: Precipitation is moderate but variable (350–600 mm annually), with autumn and spring seeing the most rain.




🌡️ Climate Note: The Absheron Peninsula, including Baku, is drier and windier than Lankaran in the south, which boasts lush, subtropical microclimates thanks to higher rainfall and less wind exposure.




Soils and Site Selection

Soils along the coast are diverse. In Baku and the Absheron Peninsula, sandy and saline soils are common, demanding strategic planting and soil improvement. Southward, in Lankaran, you’ll find richer alluvial loams, ideal for both fruits and ornamentals. Drainage is crucial everywhere—heavy clay or compacted areas can lead to root rot, especially in wetter years.


	Test your soil before planting. Simple pH kits are widely available; most garden favorites prefer neutral to slightly acidic soil (pH 6.0–7.0).

	Amend poor soils with compost, well-rotted manure, or leaf mold.

	For saline soils, choose salt-tolerant species, or create raised beds with imported topsoil.





Choosing Plants: Native and Adapted Species

The natural vegetation of the Caspian Lowlands is a mosaic of steppe, wetland, and woodland species—many of which make excellent, low-maintenance garden choices.










	Plant Name
	Type
	Sun/Water Needs
	Special Notes





	Tamarisk (Tamarix ramosissima)
	Shrub/Small Tree
	Full sun, drought
	Tolerates salt and wind



	Sea Buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides)
	Shrub
	Full sun, well-drained
	Edible fruits, nitrogen-fixer



	Oleaster (Elaeagnus angustifolia)
	Tree/Shrub
	Sun, drought
	Fragrant flowers, silvery foliage



	Caucasian Zelkova (Zelkova carpinifolia)
	Tree
	Sun/part shade, moist
	Native, stately shade tree



	Reeds (Phragmites australis)
	Grass
	Wet soil
	Good for ponds, but can spread aggressively



	Oriental Poppy (Papaver orientale)
	Perennial
	Sun, well-drained
	Showy spring flowers



	Marshmallow (Althaea officinalis)
	Perennial
	Moist, sun/part shade
	Medicinal history; good for wet spots






🌿 Native Spotlight: The Lankaran region is home to the rare ironwood tree (Parrotia persica), a living fossil with fiery autumn color. It thrives in moist, fertile soils and makes a stunning specimen tree.





Practical Planting Guidance


	Spacing: Allow generous spacing for airflow—humidity can promote fungal diseases. For shrubs like tamarisk and sea buckthorn, space 1.5–2.5 meters apart.

	Timing: Plant trees and shrubs in early autumn or late winter, when soil is moist and temperatures are cool, to establish roots before summer heat.

	Depth: Dig holes twice as wide as the root ball, but no deeper. Ensure the root flare sits level with the soil surface.

	Watering: Young plantings need regular moisture—aim for deep, infrequent watering rather than daily sprinkles. Once established, many natives tolerate dry periods but may need supplemental water in drought years.

	Feeding: Top-dress with compost in spring; avoid over-fertilizing, especially in sandy soils where nutrients leach quickly.




💧 Watering Wisdom: Mulch with 5–8 cm of straw, bark, or seaweed (if available and





Special Considerations


	Salt and Wind: Use hedges of oleaster or tamarisk as windbreaks for more delicate plants.

	Pest Watch: Humidity can favor fungal issues—choose resistant varieties and keep foliage dry when watering.

	Invasive Alert: Avoid planting non-native reeds (Phragmites spp.) without expert advice—they can crowd out local wetland species.








2.2 Greater and Lesser Caucasus Mountains



Climate and Growing Conditions









Native Flora and Suitable Garden Plants



	Oriental Beech (Fagus orientalis): Majestic and shade-casting, often forming pure stands in cool, moist slopes.

	Caucasian Oak (Quercus macranthera): Robust and long-lived, perfect for larger gardens and naturalistic plantings.

	Caucasian Persian Ironwood (Parrotia persica): Valued for fiery autumn foliage and resilience to cold.

	Caucasian Iris (Iris caucasica): A spring-blooming gem for rockeries and sunny banks.





Table: Common Plants for Mountain Gardens











	Plant Name
	Sun/ Shade
	Soil Type
	Water Needs
	Key Notes





	Oriental Beech (Fagus orientalis)
	Partial shade
	Moist, deep, loamy
	Moderate-High
	Needs space, slow growing



	Caucasian Oak (Quercus macranthera)
	Full sun
	Well-drained, deep
	Moderate
	Tolerates some drought



	Hellebore (Helleborus caucasicus)
	Shade
	Humus-rich, moist
	Moderate
	Winter-spring flowers, toxic*



	Caucasian Iris (Iris caucasica)
	Full sun
	Well-drained, rocky
	Low
	Tolerates dry slopes



	Wild Pomegranate (Punica granatum)
	Full sun
	Loamy, well-drained
	Low-Moderate
	Best in lower, warmer valleys









Practical Gardening Guidance


	Timing: For perennials and trees, autumn planting (September–October) is typically best, allowing roots to establish before winter. Spring planting is possible, but wait until soil has truly warmed.

	Spacing: Allow ample room for trees—oriental beech and oaks need at least 6–8 m between specimens. Smaller perennials like irises can be grouped 20–30 cm apart.

	Depth: Plant trees so the root flare is level with the soil; bulbs like irises should be set about 8–10 cm deep.

	Watering: In mountain soils, water young plants during dry spells, especially in their first two seasons. Established natives are often drought-tolerant.

	Feeding: Mulch annually with leaf litter or well-rotted compost to mimic the forest floor and feed soil life.









Pro Tips and Cautions


	Slope Gardening: On steeper land, terrace beds or use contour planting to reduce erosion and retain moisture.

	Wildlife: Expect visits from forest birds and pollinators—these gardens are havens for biodiversity.

	Invasives: Avoid planting non-native species known to escape cultivation (e.g., Robinia pseudoacacia/Black Locust) as they can outcompete native flora.








2.3 Kura-Aras Lowland and Central Steppes



Climate Overview







Soil and Site Conditions





Native and Useful Garden Plants













	Plant Name
	Botanical Name
	Sun
	Soil Needs
	Watering
	Special Notes





	Feather Grass
	Stipa capillata
	Full
	Well-drained, dry
	Minimal
	Iconic steppe grass



	Wild Pomegranate
	Punica granatum
	Full
	Deep, fertile
	Moderate
	Traditional orchards



	Tamarisk
	Tamarix ramosissima
	Full
	Tolerates saline
	Low
	Windbreak, pink flowers



	Russian Sage
	Perovskia atriplicifolia
	Full
	Sandy, poor
	Low
	Aromatic, bee-friendly



	Astragalus (Milk-vetch)
	Astragalus spp.
	Full
	Rocky, poor
	Minimal
	Fixes nitrogen



	Bulbous Bluegrass
	Poa bulbosa
	Full
	Steppe soils
	Minimal
	Early spring green-up











Practical Gardening Guidance


	Planting Times:

	Trees/Shrubs: Best planted in late autumn or very early spring, when soil moisture is highest.

	Perennials/Grasses: Early spring is ideal, giving roots time to establish before the dry heat.

	Annuals/Vegetables: Sow cool-season crops (lettuce, spinach, peas) in March; warm-season staples (tomatoes, melons, peppers) after danger of frost, typically late April.




	Spacing and Depth:

	Steppe grasses (e.g., feather grass): 30–40 cm apart.

	Shrubs (tamarisk, pomegranate): 1.5–3 m apart, depending on mature size.

	Vegetables: Refer to seed packet, but generally 25–50 cm between plants.




	Watering:

	Drip irrigation or deep, infrequent watering is far superior to frequent, shallow watering. Mulch heavily to retain moisture and suppress weeds.











	Feeding:

	Native steppe plants need little feeding. For fruit trees and vegetables, work in compost annually and supplement with balanced fertilizer in spring.




	Dealing with Salinity:

	If white crusts appear on your soil, leach thoroughly with fresh water in early spring, or plant salt-tolerant species (like tamarisk).








A Note on Invasives and Safety







2.4 Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic



Climate: Continental Extremes and Local Variation








Soils: From Rich Alluvium to Mountain Scree




Native Flora and Classic Garden Choices











	Plant (Common Name)
	Botanical Name
	Sun/Water Needs
	Notable Features/Uses





	Wild Pomegranate
	Punica granatum
	Full sun, moderate water
	Historic symbol, edible fruit



	Caucasian Oak
	Quercus macranthera
	Full sun, drought-tolerant
	Majestic shade, wildlife habitat



	Juniper
	Juniperus polycarpos
	Full sun, very drought-tolerant
	Evergreen, erosion control



	Almond
	Prunus dulcis
	Full sun, low–moderate water
	Early blooms, edible nuts



	Caucasian Iris
	Iris caucasica
	Full–part sun, well-drained
	Spring blooms, rocky soils



	Saltbush
	Atriplex spp.
	Full sun, saline tolerant
	Groundcover, soil reclamation











Practical Gardening Guidance











Cultural Note
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