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  Dedicated 

to my dear husband, who, 

despite his inborn preference for a clear, concise memo, 

has endured my wordy ramblings, 

replete with subordinate clauses, semicolons, 

intricate metaphors, meandering descriptions, 

and even the occasional pronoun, lacking

—God forbid!— 

a clear antecedent.

***

Be it acknowledged, that

for supporting me throughout life, in every possible way, 

and most especially, 

for adding four precious souls to my world

—broadening my perspective, as well as my waistline—

I am forever in his debt. 

***

Also,

a special thank you

to those of you who vote.

We need you.
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Caveat


Polemics: Political Poems & Prose  by Andrea W. LeDew is a dated political journal with a liberal bent.  The word polemic means controversial argument.  
This collection explores controversial issues and events in the order in which they appeared on the American scene.  It portrays the period between November 2016 and April 2025 in the United States.  Taking the reported facts of news stories as her starting point, the author interprets and expands upon them, as her logic and fancy dictate.  
Most of the seventy-eight works are rhyming poems, but the collection also contains several essays and a single short story.  The works were all contemporaneously written, in response to events. 
For each piece, there is a short intro.  It outlines basic events upon which the piece is based.  In older works, the inciting incidents may have faded from memory, so a lightly-edited version of the original intro from  the author’s website For Random Learning Comes, is included.  Most of the pieces in this collection previously appeared there.  More recent works receive only a short blurb, by way of introduction.  
These pieces have been chosen for their political nature.  The collection does not include all work by the  author during this period.
The pieces were not written to pick a fight, but instead, to record the author’s immediate reactions to events.  Such writing is based on subjective impressions and perceptions, and inevitably will betray the bias of a particular point of view.  Some of these points of view have unfortunately not weathered  the test of time very well.  
It is questionable, whether objective truth can be observed or experienced.  It is also sometimes unclear to what extent the media reports facts faithfully and accurately.  Nonetheless, poetry and prose inspired by reported events may unintentionally reveal some deeper truth.
When, as in our age, truth is often taken for lies, and lies for truth, nothing feels truer to us than our own feelings, beliefs and opinions.  The author has sought to record hers as best she could, given the strictures of talent, rhyme and the English language. In the end, all opinions expressed here are hers.  
Public figures are often alluded to in this collection.  Please note that they are depicted, more or less, as caricatures.  Any unreported, behind-the-scenes moments or attributed thoughts are presumed and based only on conjecture and fantasy.  
None of this poetry or prose is meant to be interpreted as fact.  It is an attempt at art.  Or, at the very most prosaic, an attempt at commentary.  Likewise, no legal advice or legal opinion is contained in the text. It is neither offered nor intended as such, and should not be relied upon in any way.
You may disagree with the sentiments in this collection, or you may be persuaded by them.  Either way, as a proud American or as a fan of American values, you should be willing to defend to the death, the right we each have, to express them. 
These pieces have acted as the author’s companions during a profoundly mystifying political period.  They have assisted her in making some sense of events.  Writing this collection and sharing it with you has also given her a welcome chance to protest and reject the manifold dubious practices which seem to be harming her country.  
May this collection also provide comfort and courage to you, on your own journey.

Andrea W LeDew
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Election Eve 2016 Intro


11/7/2016 

It is now sixty days before our presidential election (September 2020) and I thought I might take a trip down memory lane in the next few weeks, with poems, stories and blogposts I have written during the Trump Presidency.  Most of them were influenced by current events at the time and so will serve as a reminder of what these years have been like.  
This one is set on the night before Election Day, 2016 and was written at about that time.  I recall hearing a commentator use the phrase, “I weep for the nation and the world,” and the poem grew from there.  
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Election Eve 2016 



I weep for the nation and the world.
For what will come Election Night?
A white-hot flame.  Dumb lava, bright,
Will burn away our every right,
Will blow up government, and despite
All pride, consume our Flag, unfurled.

I weep for the nation and the world.
The choice is clear for all to see:
A queen versus mediocrity;
Bombast versus ways and means;
Experience versus hateful speech.
They say it’s close.  Our fingers curl.

I weep for the nation and the world.
But who’s to blame for this sad state?
Who clutched at comments, full of hate?
Who broadcast rallies—and “debates”
That failed the promise of the name?
Reporters sat and knit and purled.

I weep for the nation and the world.
How must our Allies gauge this breeze,
As slyly smile our enemies?
So do the Mighty fall, and trees
Once grand and great, rot with disease.
Welcome him, our nation’s Leading Churl.
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Doing Nothing Intro


12/31/2016 

This poem is set on New Year’s Eve 2016, before our President took office in January. It was written at about the same time.  
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Doing Nothing



We have no plans for New Year’s Eve:
No gaudy, grand, peculiar Eve;
No sparkly, wild, and drunken night;
No revels till the early light.

We have no plans for New Year’s Eve:
We watch, alone, the Year’s reprieve,
While headlights stream on past at dusk,
As fireworks burst, in a sudden thrust.

But what have we to say to Thee,
New Year, as we peer in disbelief?
Good Riddance?

For Pity’s sake, drop that ball!
In doing nothing, we did it all.
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The Line Intro


2017 

This tongue-in-cheek poem deals with the recurring themes of immigration and racial tensions, and whether we consider ourselves gracious hosts who welcome outsiders, or whether we are even willing to accept and include those who live in our midst, but look or act different. 
“Differentiation” is a term commonly used in the world of special education, to describe the practice of adapting educational content to suit the unique strengths and needs of each learner.  In common parlance, the word means to distinguish and separate things into different groups.  This is the definition the speaker (who does not represent my point of view!) seems to reference. 
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The Line 



We need to differentiate
Between the curvy and the straight,
Between the zigzag and the line
That falters not a step behind,
And never varies its inflection,
Infinite, in both directions.

We need to make the difference clear
Between that other place, and here.
With all those shipping to our shores—
The nation foreigners adore—
We need to keep their papers straight:
We need to differentiate.

We cannot let them blur the line,
The black and white, the yours and mine.
We cannot let them in, not one,
Full-knowing gain is zero-sum.
Soon no one will be left in sight
Except the ones who left the Right.

Though you may call it racist hate:
I beg to differentiate.







  
  [image: image-placeholder]
Playing in a Minefield Intro


5/29/2017 

This post was originally published around Memorial Day 2017 as a response to the prompt “Detonate.”  It touches upon our relationship to the outside world, our sense of ourselves as heroes, and our terror in the face of those who might seek to harm us.  Now (in 2020) our heroes also include all those who help defend us from the coronavirus.
International relations seem to be deteriorating, no matter how Great we think we’ve made America.   But thank you anyway, to all the heroes, even though this may be the wrong three-day weekend for it!  
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Playing in a Minefield 


Heroes
Today, Memorial Day, we remember the ones who perished. The ones who put themselves in peril for our sake. The ones who paid for our liberty with their lives. 
My husband’s grandfather was one such man.  He flew at the Battle of Midway and perished in the fight. My mother-in-law grew up without a father from the age of 12.  She christened a ship in his name and later a bridge.   We have a shrine, of sorts, in our house.  He deserves to be remembered.
When men and women die, protecting us and our country, we celebrate them as heroes.  Would we ourselves be able to summon such courage, or be so willing to sacrifice?
When someone dies senselessly in an attack by terrorists, we consider them heroes too.  We build monuments and we mourn, for all they could still have done, had their lives not been cut short. And those who perish in the course of responding to the attack are our heroes too.
Hard to imagine taking on a mission where return is uncertain.  Would we be willing to fly the plane if there was not enough gas to get back?  Would we march into the flames?
There was a Need
On The Greatest Generation, Tom Brokaw’s documentary, one veteran put it more or less this way:  We did it because there was a need.  They needed pilots, so up we went, training or no training.
Their bravery astounds those of us who have never experienced war.  Not close up, anyway.  But for the ones who did the job, it was probably more like putting one foot in front of the other.  It needed to be done.  And so, they did it.
Romanticizing War
Yet it is one-sided to romanticize war.   While we celebrate the victories, we must remember.  Where there are winners, there are always losers.
Last night I was watching CNN’s Parts Unknown with Anthony Bourdain.  Laos looks like a lovely place, and of course the food looks great.
But it was eerie to watch the interviews with survivors of the conflict we know as the Vietnam War.  The contemporaries of Baby Boomers, bearing the scars of war.
The US bombed them.  But then the US helped them afterwards. They seemed, at least on camera, to bear no grudges.  Hard to imagine Americans being so forgiving.
Most horrible of all was the realization that, because of that war, because of us, there are still millions of undetonated shells littering the countryside, despite crews trying to remove them every day.
Hidden booby traps.  Waiting.
And even to this day, children are the most frequent victims.  Their own desire to play puts them in peril.
Perish the Thought
My first awareness of terrorism was little more than a childhood sense that the Middle East was always in conflict, would forever be in conflict.  Then as I grew older, a vague idea of hijackers and Patty Hearst.
The first real immediate threat I ever felt was when I was in Germany, and we were expecting a visitor to arrive by plane.  Then we heard the news over the radio that a bomb had been found at the airport. Hours passed before we knew whether our visitor was safe.
Those were strange days to be an American in Germany, much like today, I imagine.  An unpopular president held the reigns of our country then: unpopular abroad, that is.  I’m sure Trump would not mind the comparison to Reagan.
But, at the time, most of my German friends thought that a nuclear World War Three was about to be fought between the Soviet Union and the US.  Right there on German soil.
Since I’ve had children, the threats in the US and Europe seem to have increased in frequency.  Oklahoma City, 9/11 and only in the past few years, many European targets have been hit, with fatal effects.  Places I used to think of as safe.  Places I would like to show my children someday.
Unlike the attacks of states, who have threatened America in the past, these attacks seem more indirect.  Who the victim is, is not important.  Only, that there be victims.
They seek to make us afraid.  They want us to watch our step.  They want us to question whether it’s safe out there.
Their grievances and their anger still survive, years and years after whatever conflict first inspired them to hate us.  They hold a grudge.
And they randomly pepper the landscape of our civilized world with buried landmines, ready to explode, at the slightest trigger.
Hidden booby traps.  Waiting.
And we just want to play.
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Death and Other Ailments Intro


8/14/2017 

I first published this essay in August of 2017, in response to the Charlottesville debacle. At the risk of having this be perceived as little different than our President’s own comment, that “There are good people on both sides,” I tried at that time to convey my conflicted emotions on the subject of Confederate Statuary.  
As a white Yankee transplant who has lived most of her life in the South, with no known Confederate ancestry, I’m still a bit squeamish about iconoclasm of any kind.  I tend to err on the side of preservation, both of art and history, no matter how flawed the underlying premise, or intended symbolism, may happen to be.  
Naturally, more recent events have turned the tide on this once controversial issue, and that has led to the removal of many of the very monuments that caused such a fuss in the first place.  This makes my point, if I had one, somewhat moot.  
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Death and Other Ailments


When I was in law school, I had the good fortune to be chosen as a research assistant to a law professor who was trying to write a book on Plain English. This was the late 80’s. 
I was a fair to middling law student, and was quite thrilled to have been chosen for anything.  The competition in that “Type-A” commune was that fierce.   Others grasped for the brass ring, battling for positions on law review, or vying for clerkships.  It was all I could do, to avoid dying of boredom, sifting through cases and statutes as dry as dust, desperately seeking to uncover the gems of wisdom, hidden therein.
Plain English
The Plain English Movement probably had the side effect of making the lives of subsequent law students a bit easier.  But primarily, it benefited the common man.  The idea was to take archaic legalese and turn it into something generally comprehensible.  A very laudable ambition, although I cannot say that it has been completely realized.
My job had less to do with content, and more to do with indexing the compendium, but I felt proud to be part of such an effort. Prior to the Plain English Movement, and the simplification of documents, it was probably much harder for a layperson to litigate a case pro se (not that it’s wise to do so now). Legal Zoom and similar do-it-yourself sites might well never have happened, without it.
Today, at least, you can read through the Plain English summary of many documents and understand the basic terms of your loans (or mortgages, or credit cards or leases).  Before you sign on the dotted line.
Things have definitely improved.  Though many, if not most people, still don’t read before they sign or click “Agree.”
No Remedy for Legal Writing
Legal language has a way of gumming up the gears of comprehension. I’m not sure if it is a factor of the words themselves, or of the way they are, sometimes inexpertly, strung together.
As an English major, I had particular trouble with this in law school.  In fact, when I was admitted, I was told I would have to take a remedial writing class.  Apparently my LSAT essay score showed that I would be less than successful at legal writing.
This was an insult of the highest order.  I dug my heels in.  I ignored the recommendation.
Perhaps to my own detriment.  Legal writing was harder than I thought.  There is a certain level of discipline required, an impatience for extraneous facts, emotions, opinions or attitudes.  And at least at the law school level, there is a dislike for flowery language of any kind.
That is, of course, the exact type of language that English majors are trained, and encouraged, and certified, to use.
Just the Facts Ma’am.
Law School was a bully.  It was as if my old Argumentative and Persuasive Writing class during undergrad had been working out at the gym.  It had gained muscle.  And now, it was pushing me around.
Legal writing is not usually a meandering, friendly sort of thing.  It is purposeful.  And usually one-sided.  It is a weapon designed to fatally wound its target.  It is a barbed wire fence, built around the client, for the sole purpose of protecting him, at the expense of all others.  It is a supplication, designed to manipulate the heartstrings of those who read or hear it, in order to draw them over to a point of view more sympathetic to the client.
It has its place.
The Impediment of Writing “Well”
I experienced a lot of growing pains, trying to adjust to the demands of this new genre.  Spending four years reading novels and poetry was no preparation for interpreting these harsh, discordant voices, obscurely wrestling arcane concepts into modern molds.
And yet the writing could be beautiful at times.  Some of the judges and justices were eloquent and precise and flawlessly logical, even when introducing brand new principles.  Metaphor was carried, in some decisions, to new heights.
My Legal Writing class was not the only one in which my English major became an impediment.
My Property professor, God rest his soul, singled us out by major on the first day of class.  Engineers, business majors, computer science geeks—these would do well in his class, he predicted.  Those of us with liberal arts degrees were destined to flounder.
And flounder I did.  That class is responsible for most of my “missed exam” nightmares, to this day.  I did not truly understand the concept of the entail, until I watched Downton Abbey.
Seriously Ridiculous
Because of this background of being tortured, slowly, into producing a (barely) respectable version of legal writing, I am very alert to silly formulations and unintended meanings in documents penned by a lawyer’s hand.
The latest one I found was in a waiver of liability.  You cannot throw a cat without hitting some place that will demand such a waiver from you.  A gym, a school, a church for homeschool coop, an outdoor event for children.  Swimming was actually forbidden on field trips by our school district because of one accident, long ago, in which a child died.  I am absolutely all for the safety of children, of adults even, although I think we are often being protected only from ourselves.  But surely danger cannot be entirely legislated or drafted out of existence?  And fault shouldn’t be.
Anyway, this waiver contained the following language:
“…my participation…and/or use of such equipment may result in [long list of horrible injuries], death or other ailments that could cause serious disability…”
The lack of an Oxford comma in this series makes all the difference.
If they had put a comma in after the word “death,” it would not have caught my eye.
But just the phrase: “death or other ailments!”  It is laughable to include death among sicknesses and injuries infinitely less final, as if death were an illness to be recovered from, given enough time and the proper care.
But then, to say that “death…could cause serious disability” is even more ridiculous.  Such a disability would be serious indeed.
The Disability of Death
This made me contemplate the disability caused by Death.
Indulge me here.  Obviously, Death is an impediment to doing many things.  Speaking, for instance.  Expressing your opinion.  Arguing your case.  Objecting to things going on around you.
Charlottesville, Virginia has had a very tough weekend, with horrible unforeseen events swirling around the attempt to make history “right” somehow.
Is it right when we remember history, and commemorate it, by preserving monuments put up by earlier generations, regardless of what they stand for?  Should we preserve history, warts and all?
Or is it right when we undo the overzealousness of a less inclusive, agenda-packed, earlier era (such as Jim Crow) and tear down its monuments (to the Civil War) because we now believe they were erected for the wrong reasons (to humiliate, subjugate and keep a class of people “in their place?”)
It makes me wonder what the dead would say.
	The poor woman who gave her life so needlessly. I would not presume to guess at her words.

	Thomas Jefferson, the slave owner and statesman, founder of the University of Virginia. An outstanding and accomplished man.  But, in his complicated relationship with race, no more honorable than other white men of his time and class.  What would he say, had he witnessed this “peaceful” protest and counter-protest, this “expression” of free speech  and the right to assemble, turned violent?

	Robert E. Lee, the brilliant general who fought for the losing side. The side we now revile, looking on it with our 21st century eyes.  Because of its efforts to preserve slavery, a shameful economic institution, blighted by corruption and human rights abuse.  What would he say, of this effort to obliterate the memory of his military service?



And what about the many, many other, more humble-born, dead?
	The Confederate soldier ancestors of people across the country. Some of their progeny cherish the mementos or memories of their brave lost forefathers and mothers.  They consider them none the less brave, even though they fought for a cause and a way of life that, in part, espoused both cruelty and bigotry.

	The slave ancestors of people across the country. Their progeny live, today, in a country still filled with discrimination based on race.  The continued exaltation in statuary of those same villains, who fought to continue their ancestors’ complete oppression, in a war that bought them only slightly more freedom, and far less than full equality, probably feels like insult following injury.



Righting and Writing History
Through modern media, straight from Charlottesville, VA, the most extreme views are on display every hour.  White Supremacists who want the South to rise again.  People who want to erase the Confederacy from the record book, as if this would somehow undo all that has gone before.  And a few moderate voices, suggesting change, suggesting amendment, suggesting education.
I live in a Southern town with questionable statues.  I am a transplant, a Yankee who imitated Southern voices as a child, thinking a Southern accent made people sound stupid.  I remember thinking, how could they allow that to happen, those stupid Southerners.  Surely they knew, like we did Up North, that slavery was bad?  How could they perpetuate it, profit from it? How could they fight a war defending it? As if we Yankees were somehow free from sin!
I hear these kinds of comments from my kids all the time.  When you are removed by a generation or more, you cannot fathom what could lead them to such idiocy. This is the province of historians, and only they can pretend to grapple with such questions.
	Why didn’t women always work?

	Why did the Holocaust happen?

	Why did we go to Vietnam?



Impossible questions to answer.  You had to be there.
To me, the message to be learned from all this is this:
Regardless of what the living want, the dead would want their story to be told.
All of it.  All of them.
But they can’t say.  They don’t have a voice.  Because of Death and other ailments.
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River of Grass Intro


2/15/18 

This essay was first published in early 2018, the day after the Parkland massacre in South Florida.  A young man returned to his high school--named after Marjory Stoneman Douglas. She was the author of The Everglades: River of Grass, a scientific love song to the Florida Everglades. The young man then proceeded to open fire, killing seventeen students.  
With all the chants of “Drain the Swamp,” and the cozy relationship of the current president with the National Rifle Association, I have chosen to include a reminder of this ever-present threat of violence, and its costs.   
Whether you call it gun control or protecting our Second Amendment freedoms, this debate has served to divide us into opposing camps, each furiously doing nothing about it.  
Meanwhile, we watch the number of victims inexorably rise, much like the deficit clock.  Ironic, that the school’s namesake is heralded as a founding member of the environmental movement.  Which our president seems equally to despise.   
This is a reminder that we want our leadership to preserve and nurture all our natural resources, whether they be water, plant, animal, or human. 
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River of Grass 


I first read Margory Stoneman Douglas’s book, The Everglades: River of Grass (1947) in my late twenties, while working in South Florida.  My husband and I, and, eventually, our first-born girl, lived outside Fort Lauderdale in one of the western suburbs.  Hugging the Everglades itself, on its western flank,  Coral Springs was just a few miles north, and near to it, an area called Parkland.
As I recall, the book was slim and very readable, and extremely motivating for a brand-new lawyer like me, interested in environmental issues.  At the time, there was the threat of offshore oil drilling, and I remember going to a rally to protest such an abomination.  Of course, this was long before Deep Water Horizon turned our worst fears into reality.
That was my only environmental protest, unless you count the time I tagged along, in the mid-eighties, to protest nuclear weapons stored on a US military base in Heilbronn, Germany.  That could only have been called “environmental” to the extent that the potential was there, with missiles pointing from both the West and the East, to destroy the entire environment known as Europe.
The Cold War was a scary time, to be sure, although the permafrost was already thawing by the time I had any awareness of the threat.   A popular song of the era was Sting’s song about impending nuclear war, Russians.   Its chorus emphasized how the universal impulse to care for our kids is our best protection from nuclear annihilation.
Turning a Frog into a Prince
Wikipedia
Living On the Edge
Making Sense of Madness
Freedom Isn’t Free
River or Swamp?
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