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Preface

In order to look at the parishes and events in the Southland Presbytery in the last twenty years of its existence, the following is a brief history of parishes who made up the presbytery in 2010.

Much of this material has been researched from the following historic publications:


	James Chisholm’s Fifty Years Syne, published in Dunedin, NZ by the New Zealand Bible Tract and Book Society in 1898.



	John Collie’s The Story of the Otago Free Church Settlement 1848-1948, published in Dunedin, NZ by the Presbyterian Bookroom in 1948.



	Georgina McDonald’s The Flame Unquenched: Being the History of the Presbyterian Church in Southland in the Years 1856-1956, published in Invercargill, NZ by the Presbytery of Southland in 1956, and



	Rev Crawford Madill’s Part of a Miracle: Profile of a Presbytery – Southland 1956-1990, published in Invercargill, NZ by the Presbytery of Southland in 1990.





In completing the record of parish details, much of the information has been obtained from Southland Presbytery minutes, mostly stored at the Church Archive Centre in Dunedin and parish annual reports. Some members of parishes have also been helpful in providing information from their own memories and experiences. My apologies for any errors and omissions.

• • •


Chapter 1 – 150 years: 
Parishes of Southland Presbytery 1860–2010

The Settlement of the Free Church of Scotland (Presbyterians) in Southland

When the surveyor Mr Tuckett anchored in the ship ‘Deborah’ at New River Heads on 18 May 1844, he was not impressed with the prospects of settlement in the region, describing it as a ‘land of ceaseless rain, dripping bush, boundless swamps and deep creeks.’ There were European settlers at Jacob’s River living peacefully alongside Māori under the ‘beneficent sway’ of Captain John Howell, who had probably arrived in 1837. The New Zealand Company was dissolved in 1850, so southern land was bought from Māori by the government in 1853, with payment of £2,600 being paid on 15 February 1854. At this time, the site at the head of the New River estuary was named Invercargill, and what is now Bluff was named Campbelltown. Surveyors supervised by Mr John Turnbull Thompson arrived, and during October 1856 ‘the town of Invercargill was laid off and 2½ million acres of the surrounding country was triangulated.’

Captain Elles was stationed at Campbelltown (Bluff) as the Collector of Customs and then moved to Invercargill on 1 February 1858, to be appointed the Receiver of Land Revenue. At the time, Invercargill was mostly covered in bush; there were about 12 houses, two hotels and two stores in Tay Street. It was difficult to reach Invercargill overland due to swamps and creeks, so most supplies arrived by sea from Dunedin, over the bar into the New River to a berth on the Puni Creek, a journey of three to six weeks, depending on the weather. In 1855, the land between the Mataura River and the Oreti River remained uninhabited and undeveloped. By 1858, the growing town of Invercargill had added two banks, two shops, a carpentry, a saddler, a cobbler, a smithy, a bakery, a butchery, a cricket ground, a prison, barracks and private residences. In December 1858, there was near famine when the 40 residents had to go without supplies because ships sheltered at Waikawa on the trip from Dunedin due to ‘contrary winds,’ and many inventive means were employed to compensate for the non-arrival of provisions.

Those wishing to get married at this time had to call on either Rev Bannerman, who travelled on foot from his home at Waipahi or cross to Ruapuke Island (in an open boat) for Rev Johann Friedrick Heinrich Wohlers (Bavarian pastor) to solemnise the union. Tales were told of the sad fate of an entire wedding party of six, all of whom perished by drowning on the 7 December 1858, when the boat they were travelling in hit the sandbank when crossing the New River bar and capsized while they were on their way to the island for the wedding.

The population of Murihiku (Southland) was growing slowly, and settlers, due to their isolation from Dunedin, ‘became seized with a strong desire to manage their own affairs.’ Therefore, Southland was proclaimed a separate province from 1 April 1861, with a Provincial Council made up of 11 councillors, representing six electoral districts, for a total of 269 electors, with Captain Elles appointed the Commissioner and Treasurer. The first edition of The Southland News was published on 16 February 1861, and the first coach journey from Invercargill to Dunedin was made on 6 April 1864. Trains from Invercargill to Bluff started in February 1867, with trains going through to Dunedin from 22 January 1879. Further parishes in rural Southland were then established as land was surveyed and sold for farming. These parishes met the needs of those settling in the area, with membership made up of landowners, staff, workers and those who lived in the near vicinity, especially as commerce and trade was developing and towns started to emerge.

Over the intervening 150 years or so, the location and make-up of parishes in Southland has changed due to various influences. The following is a look at the history of the parishes of the Southland Presbytery as at 2010 in the order in which they were founded, the establishment of the parish, the merger with other parishes in the region and the minsters that served in the parish over the years since they began.

Riverton – 40kms west of Invercargill city centre

In 1835 a fleet of ships under the command of Captain John Howell made the headquarters for their activities of catching whales, muttonbirds, crayfish and oysters, in the estuary of the Aparima River at Riverton, formerly known as Jacob’s River. They cleared the bush and undergrowth and made camp on the south side of the river and Captain Howell made friends with the Ngāti Māmoe Māori on the other side of the river, with the not unexpected influx of half-caste children. Captain Howell also married a Māori princess, gaining a large acreage of land between Aparima and Waimatuku, settling in Riverton. As early as 1844, children we taught scripture and gathered for worship. Bishop Selwyn in his travels around New Zealand held a worship service in Riverton in 1844, followed by visits from Wesleyan preachers.

The Second charge in the Southland region was the ministry of Rev Lachlan McGilvray in April 1861, in Riverton followed shortly thereafter by Rev James Clark in April 1864.

The Presbyterian parish at Orepuki worked closely with Home Missions at Colac Bay, Pahia and Round Hill. These were gold-mining areas with significant numbers of Chinese miners. A Chinese Christian Evangelist, Paul Ah Chin was asked to work with these miners alongside Mr H. Cowie who had been a missionary in China, but neither spoke Cantonese. Rev Alexander Don was sent to China to learn Cantonese and on his return served at Round Hill. He resided in Riverton until 1886 and was followed by Chinese catechist Kwok Wai Shang who left to join Rev Don in Lawrence as many of the Chinese miners had moved there.

Orepuki parish joined with Tuatapere in 1941, and Round Hill and Pahia joined Colac Bay, which later joined Riverton parish in 1923. Ministers who had served in Colac Bay, were not ordained to the charge, but provided supply from 1900 to 1923 for one to three years. Three preaching stations were maintained by Riverton parish until 1973 when the parish united with the Methodist congregation to form the Riverton Union Parish. In 1898 the parish recorded a membership of 145, with six Elders and seven Deacons. In 1956, 12 Elders and 5 Deacons were recorded.

Ministers who undertook the charge of Riverton parish after Rev J. Clark were:

1872 Rev C.S. Ross

1878 Rev J. Cameron

1887 Rev T. Neave

1898 Rev R. McCully

1904 Rev C.A. Gray

1923 Rev J. Fordyce

1931 Rev A McFarlane

1940 Rev J.A.F. Watson

1945 Rev L. Jones

1949 Rev H.S. Manson

1960 Rev R.A. Simpson

1967 Rev J.H. Clark

Then as a Union parish:

1973 Rev W.H. Blundell (Methodist)

1981 Rev Neil Cowie

1988 Rev M. Emslie (Methodist)

2002 Rev Doris Elphick (Methodist)

2007 Local Ministry Team

Oban, Halfmoon Bay, Stewart Island – 40 kms south by sea from Bluff

Stewart Island was, from as early as 1802, a centre for sealers, and later there was a considerable Norwegian presence – whaling, sealing and logging. The Anglican Bishop Selwyn visited and performed marriages and baptisms in 1844. Mr John Murdoch requested a Minister to serve the settlers, and as he was an Elder at First Church who owned a sawmill on the island, he was commissioned to provide for the spiritual welfare of the islanders. Mrs Charles Traill, who resided on Ulva Island in Paterson Inlet, provided Sunday school lessons for children at The Neck, Bravo Island and Halfmoon Bay (Oban). Rev Stobo visited Stewart Island in 1874, conducting worship services at The Neck, Halfmoon Bay and Fort William. He later installed Mr Arthur Traill as a missionary stationed at The Neck.

Rev Wohlers, the non-denominational North German Mission Society missionary arrived on Ruapuke Island in 1844, after a short stay in Motueka, to minister to the Māori on the island. He later transferred to Stewart Island to minister to the resident Presbyterians after the decline of the population on Ruapuke. His daughter Gretchen married Mr Arthur Traill in 1878 and settled at The Neck on Stewart Island, where Brother Wohlers died in 1885. In 1884, an inter-denominational building was built for the Union Church at Halfmoon Bay, administered by trustees from the Presbyterian, Congregational, Salvation Army and Brethren denominations, with Mr Traill as the Presbyterian representative. The Union church arrangement however was not successful, especially in the provision of ministers, and the Presbyterians proceeded to purchase land and build a church and manse on a bush-clad promontory overlooking Halfmoon Bay. The church was opened in 1904, and centenary celebrations were held there ten years ago. The manse was replaced in 1930, and a Sunday School Hall, which was relocated from the Norwegian whaling base, has recently been sold and converted into a private home.

Stewart Island Presbyterian Church has been served over the years of its existence by a variety of Ordained Ministers, Stated Supply and Home Missioners, many for very short periods of time. Sometimes the Minister at Bluff visited on a regular basis, but more recently under the oversight of an Interim Moderator, the parish has welcomed those who have travelled to the island to conduct worship as part of a short stay of a few days, or a few weeks, or sometimes a few months. The parish joined the Regional Resource Ministry in order to provide support for their leaders and resources for the parish as well as oversight and a point of connection with the wider church. The parish currently has four Elders who manage the day-to-day administration and the hospitality of visiting ministers and preachers, with oversight from Rev Heather Kennedy as Interim Moderator.
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Centennial of Oban Presbyterian Church on Stewart Island – August 2004

 

First Church – Invercargill city centre

One of the earliest settlers in Southland was Rev Alexander Bethune, who arrived from Green Island on 6 November 1856 and conducted the first service of worship in Murihiku, at Kelly’s Point (now the corner of Tay and Clyde Streets). He built a house on farmland at Myross Bush, opened a private school in Invercargill and ministered to the settlers there, leading worship each Sunday either in a hotel, the prison, a store or eventually in the courthouse. The Otago Presbytery placed Invercargill under the oversight of Rev Dr William Bannerman, who travelled overland whenever he was able to visit, occasionally being relieved by Rev William Will or Rev Thomas Burns. These visits encouraged the worshippers, who sought to have their own minister at the ‘earliest possible date.’ This was conveyed by Rev Bannerman to the Otago Presbytery in mid-1859, and it was agreed in August that year to send for a minister from ‘home’ (Scotland). A congregation was organised (by Rev Will and Rev Burns) that consisted of 105 members who received Holy Communion for the first time in January 1860. Rev Andrew Stobo from Scotland duly arrived to take up the new charge in Invercargill on 18 May






























Bluff / Greenhills – 28 kms south of Invercargill city centre






















Wallacetown – 15 kms north-west of Invercargill


















Woodlands (Longbush) – 20kms east of Invercargill centre.





















St Stephen’s – 4 kms north of Invercargill city centre




St Paul’s, Invercargill – 1.5 kms north of city centre













Winton – 40kms north of Invercargill

































Centre Bush – 50kms north of Invercargill

















Taringatura (Lumsden) - 80kms north of Invercargill


Forest Hill – 35 kms north-east of Invercargill












Hedgehope – 45 kms north-east of Invercargill


















Limestone Plains – 25-40 kms northwest of Invercargill city centre




















St. Andrew’s, Invercargill – 4 kms south of city centre















Fortrose (Toitois) – 50 kms east of Invercargill






















Otautau / Waiono – 50-90 kms west north-west of Invercargill city centre
















Waiau Valley – 80 kms west of Invercargill city centre













































Oteramika / Kennington – 5 kms east of Invercargill



























Knox, Invercargill – 1.5 kms south east of the city centre










North Invercargill – 5 kms north east of city centre















Te Anau – 180 kms north west of Invercargill


















Waverley – 8 kms north-east of Invercargill city centre








St. David’s – 4 kms south east of city centre











Mossburn – 100 kms north of Invercargill city centre











Otatara Community Church – 5 kms west of Invercargill city centre


Pacific Island Church, Invercargill – 2 kms south of city centre




Central Southland Presbyterian Parish


Windsor Community Church (Presbyterian) – 5 kms north-east of Invercargill city centre


Summary




OPS/CoverDesign.jpg
A Time of Change

A History of the Southland Presbytery

of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand
1990 e 2010

Heather Kennedy

o ."'-% r
: 9tuku. Wallacetown
ton_ o Woodla

S e ° A
Invercargill ® ®eonning
~






OPS/navtoc.xhtml


    

    Table of Contents





    

    		

        Title

    



    		

        Table of Contents

    



    		

        Preface

    



    		

        Chapter 1 – 150 years:  Parishes of Southland Presbytery 1860–2010

        

        		

            The Settlement of the Free Church of Scotland (Presbyterians) in Southland

            

            		

                Riverton – 40kms west of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                Oban, Halfmoon Bay, Stewart Island – 40 kms south by sea from Bluff

            



            		

                First Church – Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                Bluff / Greenhills – 28 kms south of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                Wallacetown – 15 kms north-west of Invercargill

            



            		

                Woodlands (Longbush) – 20kms east of Invercargill centre.

            



            		

                St Stephen’s – 4 kms north of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                St Paul’s, Invercargill – 1.5 kms north of city centre

            



            		

                Winton – 40kms north of Invercargill

            



            		

                Centre Bush – 50kms north of Invercargill

            



            		

                Taringatura (Lumsden) - 80kms north of Invercargill

            



            		

                Forest Hill – 35 kms north-east of Invercargill

            



            		

                Hedgehope – 45 kms north-east of Invercargill

            



            		

                Limestone Plains – 25-40 kms northwest of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                St. Andrew’s, Invercargill – 4 kms south of city centre

            



            		

                Fortrose (Toitois) – 50 kms east of Invercargill

            



            		

                Otautau / Waiono – 50-90 kms west north-west of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                Waiau Valley – 80 kms west of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                Oteramika / Kennington – 5 kms east of Invercargill

            



            		

                Knox, Invercargill – 1.5 kms south east of the city centre

            



            		

                North Invercargill – 5 kms north east of city centre

            



            		

                Te Anau – 180 kms north west of Invercargill

            



            		

                Waverley – 8 kms north-east of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                St. David’s – 4 kms south east of city centre

            



            		

                Mossburn – 100 kms north of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                Otatara Community Church – 5 kms west of Invercargill city centre

            



            		

                Pacific Island Church, Invercargill – 2 kms south of city centre

            



            		

                Central Southland Presbyterian Parish

            



            		

                Windsor Community Church (Presbyterian) – 5 kms north-east of Invercargill city centre

            



            



        



        		

            Summary

        



        



    



    		

        Chapter 2 – Southland Presbytery 1865-1990

        

        		

            1990-2010

        



        		

            Committees of Presbytery

            

            		

                Standing Committee

            



            		

                Presbytery Executive

            



            		

                Business

            



            		

                Ministry and Pastoral Care

            



            		

                Parish Mission

            



            		

                Mission Overseas and Public Questions

            



            		

                2000-2010

            



            		

                Property and Finance

            



            



        



        		

            Southland Connections

            

            		

                Joint Regional Council – JRC

            



            		

                Association of Presbyterian Women – APW

            



            		

                Southland Presbyterian Youth – SPY

            



            



        



        



    



    		

        Chapter 3 – Looking to the Future

        

        		

            Parish Mission Consultant

        



        		

            Parish mergers

        



        



    



    		

        Chapter 4 – A Presbytery In Crisis

    



    		

        Chapter 5 – Local Ministry Teams and the Southland Regional Resource Ministry

    



    		

        Chapter 6 – A Proposal to Reform Presbyteries

        

        		

            Questions & Responses for Parishes in the Southland Presbytery

        



        



    



    		

        Chapter 7 – Notes from the minutes

        

        		

            1990

        



        		

            1991

        



        		

            1992

        



        		

            1993

        



        		

            1994

        



        		

            1995

        



        		

            1996

        



        		

            1997

        



        		

            1998

        



        		

            1999

        



        		

            2000

        



        		

            2001

        



        		

            2002

        



        		

            2003

        



        		

            2004

        



        		

            2005

        



        		

            2006

        



        		

            2007

        



        		

            2009

        



        		

            2010

        



        



    



    		

        Presbytery Records

    



    		

        Tables

        

        		

            Clerks of Southland Presbytery – 1990 - 2010

        



        		

            Moderators of Southland Presbytery – 1990 - 2010

        



        



    



    		

        Bibliography

    



    		

        Index of People

    



    		

        About the Author and this Book

    



    		

        Copyright

    



    



    

    

    Guide



    

    		

        Table of Contents

    



    



    



OPS/image0.jpg
Philip
Garside
Publishing Ltd.





OPS/image1.jpg





