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On a sunny afternoon two days before Christmas, Jack hurried around his family’s sheep station in the heart of the Australian Outback. The landscape stretched endlessly, filled with red earth and patches of dry grass. Tall gum trees swayed gently in the breeze, their leaves rustling softly. Jack’s family home stood strong and worn, its red brick walls blending in with the rugged land. The air buzzed with the sounds of sheep bleating, mixed with the gentle sounds of nature.

Jack felt both excited and a little anxious as he helped his dad work on the windmill. He loved helping his dad but there had been something bothering him all week. Ever since they’d been to visit Grandad in the nursing home. Grandad, with his scruffy white beard, had reminded Jack of Santa. But what if Santa was like Grandad? What if Santa was starting to forget things, too?

“Hey, Jack!” his dad called, laughing as he adjusted the gears. “Why did the sheep cross the road?”

Jack knew the answer. His dad had told this joke a thousand times, but he still liked to hear him tell the punchline. “I don’t know.”

“To get to the ‘baaaaa’becue!” Jack’s dad chuckled, his warm smile brightening his face. His thick beard swayed as he worked.

Jack giggled, shaking the sandy brown hair from his eyes.Grandad used to tell funny jokes like that. He remembered one Grandad had told him last year. “What do you get if you cross a sheep with a kangaroo?”

“What?”

“A woolly jumper!”

“Now that’s the spirit! You’re really getting the hang of these dad jokes!” His father’s blue eyes sparkled with pride as the windmill’s blades spun again, creaking and whistling in the wind. 

After tightening the last bolt, Jack wiped the sweat from his forehead. The work was tiring in the heat, but he loved these moments with his dad. They felt special, like they were on an adventure together. His worry about Santa could wait a little longer.

As they finished up, a yummy smell wafted through the air, pulling them towards the house. Jack’s mum stood at the kitchen bench. Flour danced in the sunlight as she rolled out dough for her famous Christmas shortbread biscuits, a recipe passed down through the family. She always said baking was just like love—it needs the right ingredients.

“Jack!” she called, glancing over her shoulder with a warm smile. “How did the windmill go? Spinning again, or does it need more of your dad’s magic touch?”

“It’s spinning faster than a dingo on a hot tin roof!” Jack replied, still grinning from their playful banter. In that moment, a warm happiness filled his heart.

“I hope there are no dingoes on our roof!” Mum said.

“Nah.”

“Phew. Now, come help me decorate the Christmas tree!” she said, pointing to the small live tree in the corner of the lounge room. He’d helped Dad carry the pot in from the backyard that morning. “Let’s hang these up. Then you can try some dough!”

[image: image]

Jack raced toward the tree, excitement bubbling inside him. The tree was bigger than last year, just like Jack. They had decorated this little tree together every year, and each ornament told a story. He picked up a koala made from gum nuts and hot glue, a favourite from long ago. “This one needs a special spot,” he declared, placing it right in the centre.

As they hung the decorations, the tree transformed into a colourful sight amid their cosy home. Jack’s heart swelled with joy, but the small knot of worry tugged at him, tangling into an even bigger knot. Mum always said he could ask her anything. Maybe she could help him untangle his worries. “Mum, what if Santa can’t find us out here? What if he gets lost?”

His mum paused, kneeling down next to him. “Sweetheart, just because we’re out here doesn’t mean we’re forgotten. Did you know the stars shine extra bright in the Outback? Just like you, Jack! I know Santa knows the way to the best little boy around.”

Jack’s bright blue eyes were still filled with worry. “But what if he’s too busy? It’s really far from everything... what if he forgets?” He played with a stray piece of twine, twisting it nervously.

“Trust me, Jack,” she said gently, placing her
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