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Don’t look for a plot or thesis in what follows.  These are snapshots of ascent up a holy mountain – one which can be metaphorical as well as geographical; and of a six-and-a-half-week period in the calendar. They are selected and recorded only to add value to your “ascent to Easter.” It is a kind of virtual pilgrimage, nothing more. No certificate on completion. Virtue is its own reward. 

Pilgrimages start somewhere and go somewhere. Were the Canterbury Tales starting in Canterbury or going there?  It doesn’t really matter because the journey will be as well remembered as the destination. Take your time. Put the book down on the coffee table and pick it up when you have time to read another chapter.  Don’t just read. Illustrations are provided for meditation. This journey is not an unfamiliar one. But along the way; there are nuances and some thought-provoking content that add value to what you already remember. 

For your ease of reading, where websites are quoted, website text is italicized. This guide is devotional not academic, so sources are not foot-noted. Just note that some content is found through research and then borrowed. 
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1. Melchizadek’s Mountain
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Mount Moria has acquired an aura of sanctity and is the subject of many traditions.  Indeed, its sacred status may date back to the early Canaanite period, when it perhaps was the cultic center of "El Elyon," God of Melchizedek, king of Salem.

In Genesis 14:18 it is recorded: "And Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High [=El Elyon]. He blessed him, saying, Blessed be Abram of God Most High, creator of heaven and earth.” 

Of course, Salem became Jerusalem. It was on Mount Moriah. The annexation of Zion, another mountain just to the southwest across the Tyropoeon Valley came much later. 

[image: free mountain clipart - Clip Art Library]

Did you ever wonder what language Abram and Melchizedek communicated in?  Or did they use interpreters? The Hebrew language was still a long way off, it only emerged centuries later. Abraham was probably an Acadian speaker, coming from Ur. But Melchizedek?  

Some analysts believe that Melchizedek (= the king of righteousness) was really Shem - because Abraham tithed to him. Or one of his descendants. 

Abraham probably left Ur as a climate refugee. That city was dying from climate change. He was looking for greener pastures – agriculturally and metaphorically as well. He and his family did not travel from Ur to Palestine directly. First, they went upstream towards the headwaters of the two rivers (remember that “Mesopotamia” means the land between the rivers – both of which rise in High Armenia.) Specifically, to Haran. One day, Abraham would send his majordomo Eliezar back to Haran to find a suitable wife for his only son Isaac. 

But after his father Terah died (in Haran) Abraham decided to move south west around the so-called “fertile crescent.” A distant relative of his had already blazed the trail. His name was Eber. That name means “the region beyond.”  Eber could refer to both the person and to the region where he settled.  This also happened in the case of two other descendents of Shem – Arphaxad and Serug.  These are both names of districts (even in present-day Turkey) as well as of individuals.  

The word “Hebrew” is a derivative of Eber’s name.  But as Abraham was but a distant relative of his, the name Hebrew probably designated the region as opposed to the person.  Eber was a great-grandson of Shem, one of Noah’s sons.  Noah’s ark had landed on Mount Ararat, from where his family moved gradually downriver. Eber remained in the region hosting his great grandfather Shem somewhere near Salem. According to Sefer Ha Yashar (Jasher), this was at Moriah. He was greeted. This explains why the patriarchs were known as "sons of Eber.” In the genealogy of the Semites, Abraham and, especially, Israel are called descendants of "Eber.” The affiliation was with both a relative and with a place – “a region beyond.” 

Between Noah and Eber were: Shem, Arphaxad, Cainan and Selah – five generations. 

Abraham was Terah’s son. Terah was Nahor’s son. Nahor was Serug’s son. Serug was Reu’s son. Reu was Peleg’s son. Peleg was Eber’s son. So, Abraham was only a distant relative of Eber’s. However, Eber lived long. He out-lived both Terah and Abraham. He lived well into the life of Isaac and even into Jacob’s lifetime. He taught them all the ways of the Lord, which explains why they were called Hebrews. 

Here is a useful timeline that aligns with both Genesis and Jasher:

	Year (AM)


	Family news


	2003

	Abram goes to Canaan without Lot and Eber is already in Canaan



	2018

	In Canaan Abram receives the promise he will inherit the land at the age of 70 while in Canaan.  He returns to Haran to his family



	2023

	He returns to Canaan, after 5 years, with Lot and a large entourage from Haran


	2048

	Eber and Shem and the great people of the land celebrate the birth of Isaac



	2083

	Terah dies in Haran, in Isaac's 35th year
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	2085

	Isaac is offered to God at his 37th year at Moriah (where Eber lives) and Sarah dies at the age of 127.  Isaac goes to Eber and Shem to be trained



	2088

	Isaac returns to Beersheba to Abraham



	2096

	Arphaxad dies when Isaac is 48



	2108

	Jacob and Esau are born



	2126

	Shelah dies when Isaac is 78 and Jacob's 18th year, he is sent for 32 years to Eber to be trained in the ways of the Lord



	2158

	Shem dies in the 110th year of Isaac, when Jacob is 50 and Jacob returns to Isaac at Hebron



	2187

	Eber dies when Jacob is 79 during his second year with Laban in Paddan Haran
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“Semitic” languages are those descended from Noah’s son Shem. The proliferation of languages occurred after the flood, above all as God’s response to the Tower of Babel. So, it is unlikely that the same Acadian language that Abraham grew up with in Ur (where Sumerian was also common) was in common usage when he migrated to Canaan. Language study would have been familiar to Abraham, also as he wandered into Egypt for a time. He would have been bi-lingual in Ur and perhaps multi-lingual in his new setting. It is possible that Shem – who lived long – could remember the pre-Flood or “Adamic” language? Perhaps this was one thing that he taught to his many descendents? Aramaic is sometimes thought to be a very ancient language, perhaps it is a variant of the ancestral language that served as a lingua franca for the royal line? 

An African aside

By Princess Adeshua Abosede Ya’Aruba:

It is so unfortunate that people that are interpreting the Talmud didn't speak Aramaic language.  The Yoroubawa that the Bible was written in their language are still in Nigeria.  The language is presently called the Niger Congo language. Eber ah Nahar simply means our Father Noah or Nuwa. The last Israelite king DhuNuwas who was persecuted from Yemen in 525 AD did not sink into the Red Sea. He went to Ile Ife in Nigeria to establish another kingdom that Nuwabi/Yoruba/Oduah in Nigeria, Togo and Benin republic.  The Yoruba were formerly called Yeruba. But they are now called Yoruba the short form of Yoroubawa/Yoroubara/Yoroibara. 
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2. A Centenarian’s love-child
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It is a well-known story, how Abraham and Sarah became parents to Isaac at an advanced age. He was more than a “late lamb,” he was a walking miracle. 

In Genesis 22, God commands Abraham, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I will tell you” (Genesis 22:2).  

The place God led Abraham was Mount Moriah. This was the mountain where Eber and Melchizadek lived. Abraham didn’t fully understand what God was asking him to do in light of God’s previous promise to establish an everlasting covenant with Isaac (Genesis 17:19); nonetheless, he trusted God and by faith offered Isaac as a sacrifice.  Of course, God intervened and spared Isaac’s life by providing a ram instead.  Abraham thereafter called this place “The LORD Will Provide.  And to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided’” (Genesis 22:14).

Because of Abraham’s obedience on Mount Moriah, God told Abraham that his “descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed because you have obeyed me” (Genesis 22: 17, 18). 

Abraham’s life story starts in Ur and ends in Hebron, south of Jerusalem. He bought a burial site there from the local people, and this has come to be the second holiest site in Judaism, second only to the Temple Mount. There were apparently oaks or terebinth trees standing at Hebron or Mamre at the time. Climate change continues to pursue Abraham long after his death, because in this setting today, you can hardly even find a blade of grass. 

So, although Abraham visited Mount Moriah more than once, he did not occupy it. As the children of Israel occupied the promised land and gradually conquered it, Mounts Zion and Moriah would remain in Jebusite hands until the time of King David.  
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