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Crescendo
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The noun of this word, Crescendo, speaks of the loudest point reached in a gradually increasing sound. It also speaks of the highest point reached in a progressive increase of intensity. The verb speaks of an increase in loudness or intensity, such as the “reluctant cheers began to crescendo".

The Lord is speaking about “crescendo”, and how we are in a spiritual season that is reaching such a crescendo.

What does this mean? Several years ago the Lord first spoke about how we are heading into a “season”, therefore, a period of time not determined in length, during which things will get very “intense”.

It basically means that as we consider the word “crescendo”, we are right now in a time where the hostility against God is reaching a very intense stage, and such intensity has progressively increased over the years.

With the intensity reaching a proverbial boiling point, believers are not exempt from the repercussions that flow from such intensity. For it will be a season of great spiritual warfare, and where many people will truly struggle to remain standing.  So intense is the hostility and the onslaught, that many believers will actually fall away if they are not found to be settled upon the Rock of Jesus.

It is a time of quickening what the Lord is doing, but also a time of quickening regarding the devil’s work. So we shall see a quickening (an increased intensity) of God’s work in the believer and the Bride on earth, but we will also see an escalation of demonic activity, wicked intent and evil behaviour. While those who serve God will be intense in doing good, seeking righteousness and holiness, many will continue to walk the broad way to intensely seek after destruction, mayhem and chaos. Such is the times we live in. Times of great light, but also great darkness. Times of intense salvation and faith, but also times of intense apostasy and depravity.

The famous opening lines from Charles Dickens' seminal novel on the French Revolution go as follows: "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way..."

Indeed, this describes our perilous times; for some, the days are great, and for some, it is not. We are indeed living in times of great darkness and in great light. Times of great wisdom and in great foolishness. We are indeed living in times of hope, but also despair.  We are indeed living in times where it seems everyone wants to go to heaven, but many, it seems, are heading the wrong way.

For this is I know, in such strange, weird and perilous times of deception, danger, apostasy, threats and ridicule, that those who remain with God, and those who walk with God, shall indeed know wisdom, the true light, the true way and true hope. Beyond His Presence, we are shrouded by darkness, by violent storms of disbelief and a deafening silence of our immoral failures.

This may indeed be a time of great belief, but also of great rejection, and the only One who remains true is the Great I AM. Glory to God. Great may be the revolution in man's heart, but God still calms the waters, feeds the hungry, quells the spiritual thirst and redeems the broken, the lost and the forgotten! Incredible times indeed, but know God above all. Yes, know Him.

So the Lord again reminded me that a lot of the lives of Christians are not settled upon the eternal Rock, and neither are ministries or churches. For many will find themselves swallowed by the quicksand of the world’s depravity and deceptions. The foundations of churches and those who say they follow the Lord shall be found wanting, burned up by the fire of God.

Such a “crescendo” season calls for people to abide in God more than ever, to be led by the Spirit of God, to know the Word and to be settled in the eternal values of the Kingdom. If we are not rooted in Christ, then all things vile, demonic, unholy, impure and immoral will find their root in us. For if we abide not in Christ, then all things evil shall make a habitat in the courts of our soul.

This is a world of intense distortion of the truth. Adultery is sugar-coated to be mere affairs, while firnification is justified as same-sex and sodomy in the form of gay sex is no longer frowned upon. Idolatry is a favourite pastime throughout the world, masked as the veneration of celebrity adoration. Yet it remains an abomination in the eyes of God.

There is nothing justifiable about abortions, it is murder.

This world is intensely mocking God, trivialising sin and justifying all kinds of evil in the name of love.

Yes, we have reached the crescendo of debauchery, rebellion and apostasy. For this reason, the Lord said in “Revelation 22: 11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” Yes, now it is the time to choose.

The world is engulfed in storms - be it spiritual, emotional, religious, psychological or physical. We live in a world of economic storms, of storms that take the shape of war and conflict, storms over right and wrong and storms of fears, doubt, and confusion. All around us, there are storms - and many storms are right now blowing in the heart of man, in the heart of families and in the heart of the home. It is raging against the youth, and it is dismantling the moral fabric of society across the globe.

Many are the storms that are blowing in the hearts of the believer. We live in a time and age where a lot of believers are dealing with all kinds of storms. They are engulfed by a flood of worldly visuals, knowledge, temptations and desires. It is a super storm of epic demonic proportions, leaving the believer shocked and drained emotionally, spiritually and psychologically. It is a storm of false word, teachings and prophecy (2 Peter 2, 2 Timothy 4).

Indeed, there are many storms faced by the believer today, and such storms blow in homes where marriages are threatened by the demands of life, where good old-fashioned parenting collides with the youth's desires of the modern age, where the individuality and sexuality of the man and the woman become blurred by the ever-changing social norms and where family life and marriage is no longer an institution but rather an entrapment for many.

We are reminded that there is only one answer and one solution lest we are swept aside by the storms of life. That answer is Jesus.

Take note, the storm came up suddenly. This is how the world works, and this is how the devil operates. Suddenly, the stock market crashes. Suddenly, sickness hits us. Suddenly, we are faced with indecision. Suddenly, we are faced with great spiritual onslaughts. Suddenly, we do not know the true way of the Lord. And before we know it, and no longer suddenly, we are engulfed by waves and by rain until we are spiritually blinded and our minds are reeling with unholy fear and our hearts are tormented by guilt.

It is quite simple that at the end of the day, we cannot remain standing in God's Way and Truth unless we are truly standing upon the Rock of Jesus. It does not help if we have one foot on the rock and one foot on quicksand. It does not help if our hearts long for the Lord, but they also yearn for the world. It does not help if our mind is full of God's delight, yet we dwell on carnal pleasures.

We need to get back to the Holy Spirit to clear away the doubt, the confusion and the chaos. We need the strength and authority of the Lord to calm down the storm so that peace will again reign in our hearts. We need to allow the Spirit of God to advise us, lead us, counsel us, teach us and lead us through the storms.

This is what Paul wrote in Ephesians 6 when he calls upon the believer to stand – to stand our ground as the storm blows, to stand upon the Rock of Jesus, to remain standing in faith and truth for our God, who is our refuge, will indeed carry us through any storm.

The Crescendo season is upon us. We cannot escape it. Such an intense season arrived for Samson when he lost his strength. It arrived for Daniel when he refused to deny God. It arrived for David when pursued by a vengeful Saul. It arrived for the apostle Paul when he embraced God’s light to shun the darkness. It arrived from Job when he tried to flee from God. It arrived for Moses in the wilderness, and for the prophets who refused to back down from God’s truth.

This will indeed be a very intense time of economic meltdowns, social upheavals, cultural transformations and yes, growing persecution against God’s Kingdom. It is going to take the brave, the strong and the committed to remain standing for the eternal Kingdom in a world that exponentially grows hostile towards God.

Demonic oppression and possession will increase, and the warfare in the heavenly will escalate. Only the true remnant – the Bride of God – shall remain standing in God’s triumphant glory. But we can only overcome in His strength, by walking in faith and not by sight, and by completely abandoning ourselves unto His love, strength, hope and peace.  
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The Lord confirmed at the start of 2017 when He spoke about a very intense season ahead for all disciples of the Lord. Regarding the season of intensity, the Lord emphasises “for the disciples”, for the disciple walks in God’s Truth and Kingdom, for there is a difference between a Spirit-filled disciple and a mere believer. An intense season speaks of an intense onslaught, thus against the gate.

The Lord said this will be a season of intense battles for all disciples, a season of intense struggles, intense conflicts, and intense warfare. This will be a season of intense spiritual encounters with God, but also intense encounters in conflict with the demonic. It will be the intensity of Elijah when he encountered the false prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel and his struggles with Ahab and Jezebel.

This will be a season of intense demonic manifestations, and this will be a season of intense inner struggles within the disciples. For those who persevere and for those who seek the Lord, this will be a season of intense encounters with God as Moses had at the burning bush.  For this will be a season of intense prophetic revelations regarding God’s move in the Kingdom, declarations, and prophetic utterances and manifestations.

Yes, we need to know that the dreams and visions God will give, for there is intensity in the spiritual realm we are about to witness. Even deliverance and healing will be intense, as intense as God delivering Israel from the hands of Egypt. Even signs and wonders and miracles will be intense.

Take note says the Lord, demonic manifestations will be incredibly intense and in the open, yet many churches will not know how to deal with this. Intense will be the levels of authority God’s children will walk in, and intense will be the call for holiness and purity. For I see an increasing intensity within the churches between those who seek after the Lord and those who seek after religion and self-gain. This is the intensity felt between Saul and David.

Yes, intense will be the rebellion against God, the iniquity, the apostasy and the deception. For the darkness is intensifying, yet God calls for His children to walk in the intensity of His Glory. Yes, an intensity of His Glory! For this intense season is a work of the Lord of purging, purifying, refining and cleansing.

The intense encounters and battles and inner struggles will shake, sift and it will clearly display and expose the chasm between the false and the real, the godly and ungodly, the holy and the unholy, the truth and the lies, the Kingdom and the counterfeit movement, the true prophetic and the occult, the supernatural and mysticism.

Such a season is upon us, and it will be very intense. It will not be easy for many will fall and many ministries will be shaken, yet great will be the power of the Lord, for now is the time to abandon all for the intense walk with God.

We must not fear. We must not relent in our boldness or in the strength of the Lord, for the battle belongs to Him! We need to understand the Lord shall not relent and the Lord shall repel, for we need to stand upon the Word that no weapon forged against us shall prosper! We must stand upon Psalm 91 and Psalm 23.

Yes, we shall not go quietly into the day, neither shall we surrender or submit or bow the knee to the world! We must pray more TOGETHER, says the Lord. There must be more prayer in homes and among believers. Pray, pray and pray! Plead, petition, and seek the Lord!

Yes, let us raise our arms as Moses did, for the battle belongs to God! We must keep on fighting, keep on persisting in our faith for this land, and Africa shall not be destroyed by the works of darkness. And yes, demonic manifestations will occur more often, and the attacks against the families will be more intense, but we need to remain standing on the Rock and put our eyes upon Jesus!

Be courageous, be bold, and do not fear, for the Lord is with us! For there is also a Tsunami coming from the move of the Spirit! We must endure, stay the course, for those whose hope is in the Lord shall overcome.

We do not have to fear because while the darkness may arise, so does the power and the glory of the Lord become more manifested to counter such darkness.
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There is a vision that burns with holy urgency. I see a great hourglass suspended between heaven and earth. It has already been turned over. The first grains of sand have long since begun to fall, and now the stream is becoming thinner.

Every grain that slips through the narrow passage is a moment that will never return. Every second that passes is one less opportunity to obey, to repent, to witness, to prepare, and to glorify Christ. The hourglass has not merely been placed before humanity—it has been turned by the hand of the Sovereign God. The countdown has begun.

The Spirit declares, “Do not mistake My patience for delay.” The Lord has been merciful beyond measure, extending grace to generation after generation. Yet the day is drawing near when the final grain will fall. The prophetic clock of redemption is advancing exactly according to His perfect will. While the world mocks the thought of His return, heaven is watching the sands descend with unwavering certainty.

The first call is to your own house. How many have spent years building careers, reputations, ministries, and kingdoms while neglecting the condition of their own hearts? How many have polished the outside while allowing compromise, bitterness, secret sin, unforgiveness, pride, and lukewarmness to remain hidden within? The hourglass does not stop while we procrastinate. 

The Lord is calling His people to examine themselves. The closets of compromise must be emptied. The altars of prayer must be rebuilt. Families must return to the Scriptures. Fathers must lead. Mothers must pray. Children must be discipled. The Church must once again become holy. Time is running out to get your own house in order.

The second call is to the Great Commission. Jesus did not command His disciples to admire the harvest. He commanded them to gather it. Yet millions are perishing without hearing the gospel while countless believers remain silent. We have become comfortable discussing revival while neglecting evangelism. We celebrate conferences while cities remain unreached. We polish church programmes while neighbours die without Christ.

The sand continues to fall. Every grain is another soul entering eternity. Every grain is another opportunity lost. The fields remain white for harvest, but the labourers are still too few. The Church must rise from comfort into commission. The third call is to alignment.

This is not the hour for partial obedience or selective Christianity. God is aligning a remnant to His Word, His truth, His ways, and His will. The days of following cultural Christianity while ignoring biblical holiness are coming to an end. The Lord is separating truth from deception, wheat from tares, light from darkness, genuine disciples from casual followers.

Many have asked God to bless their plans when He has been calling them to surrender to His. Many have sought His promises while resisting His commands. Many desire His power but reject His refining fire. The hourglass reminds us that delayed obedience is still disobedience.

Align your life while there is still time. Align your marriage. Align your ministry. Align your finances. Align your conversations. Align your ambitions. Align every corner of your life beneath the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Finally, the darkness is intensifying. Scripture never promised that the world would become brighter before Christ returns. Rather, darkness would increase, deception would multiply, and the love of many would grow cold. Yet this growing darkness should never intimidate the Church. It should awaken her.

What tragedy it is that as the night grows darker, so many lamps remain hidden beneath baskets of fear, compromise, and indifference. The world does not need believers who merely blend into the darkness. It needs men and women whose lives burn with the holy fire of God. Every believer has been called to shine—not someday, but now.

The darker the night, the more brilliant the light of Christ becomes through those who refuse to bow. Therefore, hear the word of the Lord: The hourglass has been turned.

The sands are running out. Do not waste what remains. Return while there is still mercy. Repent while grace still calls. Forgive while relationships can still be restored. Preach while souls can still be saved. Pray while heaven’s invitation remains open. Stand while others compromise.

Shine while darkness increases. Run your race while strength remains. For soon the final grain will fall. Then faith will become sight. The King will appear. The Judge will stand at the door. The books will be opened. The harvest will be complete. And only what was done for Christ will endure forever.

Church, awaken. The hourglass has been turned. The sands of time are running out. Let every remaining grain be spent for the glory of Jesus Christ, for His Kingdom, and for the salvation of souls before the trumpet sounds.
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Hold onto the Light for darkness roams
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In my quarter century of serving the Lord, one reality has become increasingly evident to me: the world is descending ever deeper into darkness. This darkness is not merely political, cultural, or social. It is profoundly spiritual, and because it is spiritual, it inevitably manifests itself psychologically, emotionally, morally, and relationally. The symptoms are everywhere for those with eyes to see. We live in an age marked by unprecedented confusion, fear, anxiety, violence, deception, isolation, and moral inversion. What was once universally recognized as good is now called evil, and what God calls evil is celebrated as good. The shadows have lengthened, and the darkness has become increasingly bold.

Look around you. The world has become a place filled with peril, terror, violence, corruption, and every manner of abomination. Humanity wrestles not only with outward crises but with inward ones—the untamed passions of the heart, the tyranny of self, the worship of pleasure, and the relentless pursuit of autonomy apart from God. It is as though the beasts of pride, greed, lust, hatred, envy, and rebellion roam freely through society, leaving devastation wherever they pass. Darkness is no longer content to hide in the corners; it openly demands celebration and acceptance.

Yet perhaps even more concerning is that this darkness has not remained outside the walls of the church. For many years it has quietly crept into congregations, ministries, and even pulpits, disguising itself beneath convincing masks. Sometimes it appears as false doctrine masquerading as enlightenment. Sometimes it is worldly philosophy dressed in Christian language. At other times it manifests as entertainment replacing worship, self-help replacing repentance, sentiment replacing truth, or human wisdom replacing the authority of Scripture. Darkness rarely announces itself openly. It is subtle, deceptive, and patient. It prefers imitation over confrontation, counterfeit over authenticity, and compromise over outright denial. It disguises itself as light while steadily leading hearts away from the true Light.

This growing darkness is one of the reasons the Lord continues to place upon my heart the burden of writing His Word and proclaiming His truth. I do not write for recognition, applause, influence, or financial gain. Such ambitions quickly fade in comparison to the eternal realities that confront every soul. I write because there is a battle for truth. I write because many are wandering in confusion, searching for meaning in places that can never satisfy. I write because countless people are slowly drifting into spiritual darkness without even realizing it, believing they have found freedom while becoming enslaved to deception. Above all, I write because I have become convinced that there is no greater need in this generation than for men and women to encounter Jesus Christ as He truly is.

Many today have rejected the Light of Christ. Some have done so deliberately, while others have exchanged Him for diluted versions of Christianity that retain His name but abandon His lordship, His holiness, and His truth. The result is the same. Wherever Christ is displaced, darkness advances. Darkness is not harmless. It is not neutral. It is not merely the absence of light. It is a destructive spiritual reality that blinds the mind, hardens the heart, distorts the conscience, and ultimately separates humanity from God. Darkness promises freedom but produces bondage. It promises enlightenment but leaves people more confused than before. It promises identity while stripping away the very image of God in which humanity was created. It seduces with counterfeit hope, only to leave despair in its wake.

This is why the Scriptures consistently present Jesus Christ not merely as one who brings light but as the Light of the world. He alone exposes deception without condemning those who come to Him in repentance. He alone reveals truth without mixture. He alone dispels the darkness that no philosophy, ideology, political movement, technological advancement, or human achievement can overcome.

Unless we truly know Jesus—not merely know about Him, not merely admire His teachings, nor simply affirm His historical existence, but know Him personally as Lord, Saviour, and the eternal Light—we will remain vulnerable to the calamities that have plagued humanity since Eden: idolatry, rebellion, pride, self-deception, and sin. Every generation must decide whether it will walk in the light of God's revelation or stumble in the darkness of its own understanding.

The darkness is no trivial matter. It does not negotiate. It does not accommodate. It does not coexist peacefully with the light. Its nature is to consume, corrupt, deceive, and ultimately destroy. Jesus Himself declared that the thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. Darkness follows that same pattern. It steals truth, kills hope, destroys lives, fractures families, corrupts churches, and enslaves entire cultures.

Look around you. The world is saturated with lies disguised as truth, deception masquerading as wisdom, false narratives presented as liberation, and twisted ideologies that promise empowerment while leading people into deeper bondage. Never has humanity possessed so much information, yet so little wisdom; so many voices, yet so little truth; so much connectivity, yet such profound loneliness. The answer to this darkness is not another philosophy, another movement, another political ideology, or another human solution. We do not merely need better arguments or improved institutions. Above all else, we need Jesus Christ Himself.

Not merely the thought of Him. Not merely an idea of Him. Not merely a cultural appreciation of Him. Not merely a religion built around His name. We need Him—the living Christ, the true Logos, the Light that shines in the darkness and whom the darkness cannot overcome. Only His light exposes every deception, heals every broken heart, renews every mind, transforms every life, and leads us safely home. In an age increasingly consumed by shadows, there has never been a greater need for the Church to return wholeheartedly to Christ, to walk in His light, proclaim His truth without compromise, and become once again a city set upon a hill that cannot be hidden.

Throughout church history, respected theologians, reformers, revivalists, and preachers have consistently warned about spiritual darkness—not merely as ignorance, but as rebellion against God, deception, moral corruption, and the absence of divine light. 

Augustine of Hippo (354–430) said: "Two loves have made two cities: love of self, even to the contempt of God; and love of God, even to the contempt of self." — The City of God, Book XIV. Augustine describes spiritual darkness as the soul curved inward upon itself. The kingdom of darkness is fundamentally self-love replacing the love of God. "For where God is forsaken, the soul is darkened." (Paraphrased from Augustine's teaching throughout Confessions and On the Trinity). His theology repeatedly teaches that separation from God inevitably results in darkness.

Martin Luther (1483–1546) said: "The devil is the prince of darkness. He would gladly extinguish every light of God's Word." Luther viewed Scripture as the light of God and Satan's chief objective as suppressing biblical truth.  "Where God's Word is not preached, there is no church." This statement appears in various forms throughout Luther's writings. Without God's Word, spiritual darkness inevitably fills the vacuum.

John Calvin (1509–1564) said: "The human mind is, so to speak, a perpetual forge of idols." — Institutes of the Christian Religion, I.xi.8. Darkness does not merely reject God; it continually manufactures substitutes. "Man's nature, so to speak, is a perpetual factory of idols." Another widely translated rendering of the same passage. For Calvin, darkness continually invents false objects of worship.

John Owen (1616–1683), as a Puritan, said: "Be killing sin, or it will be killing you." — Of the Mortification of Sin. Darkness, therefore, grows wherever sin is tolerated. "Sin aims always at the utmost."— The Nature of Indwelling Sin. Owen argues that darkness never remains stagnant—it continually deepens unless restrained by grace. 

Richard Baxter (1615–1691) said: "A worldly heart is the devil's palace." — The Saints' Everlasting Rest. Darkness gains dominion through earthly-mindedness.

Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758) said: "The heart of man is exceedingly full of evil." — Religious Affections. He argued that spiritual blindness causes people to mistake counterfeit religion for genuine conversion. "There is a difference between having an opinion that God is holy and having a sense of the loveliness of His holiness." — Religious Affections. Darkness is not merely intellectual ignorance but the inability to perceive God's beauty.

George Whitefield (1714–1770) said: "An unconverted minister is the most dangerous person upon earth." From Whitefield's sermons to ministers. His concern was that spiritual darkness within leadership spreads darkness throughout the church.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834–1892) said: "Discernment is not knowing the difference between right and wrong. It is knowing the difference between right and almost right." Darkness, therefore, often masquerades as light. "Satan is never more satanic than when he carries a Bible." Frequently cited from Spurgeon's preaching. His warning concerns deception through false doctrine.

J. C. Ryle (1816–1900) said: "Ignorance of Scripture is the root of all error." — Practical Religion. So darkness flourishes where Scripture is neglected. "The devil cares not how spiritual your feelings are if only your doctrines are wrong." From Ryle's doctrinal writings. Emotion without truth leaves believers vulnerable. 

A. W. Tozer (1897–1963) said: "What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us." — The Knowledge of the Holy. A false vision of God inevitably produces spiritual darkness.  He also said:  "A frightened world needs a fearless church,” and The church has surrendered her once lofty concept of God." — The Knowledge of the Holy. When God is diminished, darkness advances.

Duncan Campbell, a Revivalist sad: "Revival is a community saturated with God." The opposite of darkness is not merely activity but God's manifest presence.

Perhaps no passage summarises the danger of spiritual darkness better than this statement from A. W. Tozer: "If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today, 95 percent of what we do would go on and nobody would know the difference." This quotation is frequently attributed to Tozer, though scholars note that the exact wording is difficult to verify in his published works. It faithfully reflects themes found throughout his preaching and writing, but it should be cited cautiously as an attributed saying rather than a verified verbatim quotation. It is a sobering warning that a church can become outwardly active while inwardly existing in spiritual darkness.

Despite differences in era and denomination, these voices consistently identify the marks and dangers of spiritual darkness:

	Darkness begins when God's Word is neglected or replaced.

	Darkness thrives through deception more often than open rebellion.

	Idolatry begins in the heart before it appears in culture.

	False doctrine and spiritual compromise darken both individuals and churches.

	Self-love is the root from which much spiritual darkness grows.

	Sin is progressive and destructive if left unchallenged.

	The church is called to be a light in a dark world through holiness, truth, and dependence on Christ.

	Revival is consistently portrayed as God's light breaking into spiritual darkness through repentance, renewed love for Christ, and the faithful proclamation of Scripture.


These quotations reveal a remarkable continuity across nearly two thousand years of Christian thought: spiritual darkness is not merely the absence of knowledge but the rejection of God's truth and presence, with profound consequences for the individual believer, the church, and society.
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Believers, be fearless and courageous! 
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This is a prophetic call for this hour. This is a word for every believer. Beloved of the Lord, do not allow your heart to be troubled by the darkness that surrounds you. Though the nations rage, though fear is proclaimed from every screen and uncertainty fills the minds of many, the Lord has not surrendered His throne. The King still reigns. His Word still stands. His Spirit still speaks. This is not the hour for His people to retreat into fear, but to rise in faith. For God has not called you to survive the darkness; He has called you to shine within it.

Remember Joshua, God’s servant. The walls before him were high, the enemies were many, and the task seemed impossible. Yet God did not tell him to measure the strength of Jericho; He told him to meditate upon God’s Word and to be strong and courageous. Victory was never found in the size of his army, but in the greatness of his God. So it shall be with you. Do not measure your future by the obstacles before you. Measure every obstacle by the greatness of the One who has called you.

Remember Gideon, who saw himself as the least in his father’s house. Yet God greeted him as a mighty man of valour before he had won a single battle. God speaks the same over many today. You have looked at your weakness, your failures, your limitations, and your lack. But God has looked upon His purpose within you. God does not call the qualified; He qualifies those whom He calls. Lay down your excuses. Tear down the altars of fear, doubt, and compromise, and stand in the authority God has given you.

The days ahead will indeed test the hearts of men. Many will faint because of fear, while others will be swept away by deception. But you were not born again for this hour by accident. God has placed you in this generation as a watchman, a witness, and a warrior. Your voice carries My truth. Your prayers move heaven. Your faith silences the enemy. Where others see impossible circumstances, you shall see opportunities for God’s glory to be revealed.

Do not believe the lie that darkness has the final word. Darkness has always been the backdrop against which God’s light shines brightest. Egypt could not extinguish God’s covenant. Babylon could not silence His prophets. Rome could not keep His Son in the grave. Neither shall the powers of this present age overcome His Church. God is building His Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Therefore, lift up your head, for your redemption draws near, for God’s Kingdom is advancing even now.

Do not wait for courage to come before you obey. Courage is born in obedience. Joshua stepped into the Jordan before the waters parted. David ran toward Goliath before the giant fell. Esther entered the king’s court before deliverance came. Peter stepped onto the waves before he discovered that God’s Word could hold him above the storm. Faith always moves before sight, and courage is forged by trusting God’s promises above your feelings.

Guard your heart against the spirit of fear, for fear seeks to magnify the enemy while diminishing the power of God. Instead, fill your heart with God’s promises. Speak His Word over your family. Worship when others complain. Pray when others panic. Stand when others bow. The weapons of your warfare remain mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds. Heaven has not grown weaker because the world has grown darker.

God is raising a generation like Joshua who will possess the promises, like Caleb who refuses to surrender because of age or adversity, like Gideon who tears down the idols, like Deborah who leads with wisdom, like David who worships before he conquers, like Daniel who will not compromise, and like Elijah who stands alone if necessary, knowing that one man with God is always the majority. These are not merely stories of another age—they are prophetic patterns for this generation.

Do not despise the small beginnings God has entrusted to you. A shepherd’s sling defeated a giant. A widow’s oil filled many vessels. A little boy’s lunch fed thousands. Five loaves became abundance in God’s hands. Place what you have before Him, and He will multiply it. The Kingdom has never depended upon human abundance but upon divine blessing.

Lift your eyes beyond the turmoil of the present age. God is preparing a spotless Bride who walks in holiness, burns with first love, and carries the fragrance of Christ into a weary world. Let your lamp remain full of oil. Keep your garments white. Walk closely with His Spirit. Those who abide in the Lord shall not be shaken when the winds increase, for their roots run deep into the River of Life.

Therefore, beloved, strengthen your hands for the work. Encourage one another daily. Bear one another’s burdens. Keep your eyes upon Jesus, the Author and Finisher of your faith. Refuse despair. Reject compromise. Renounce fear. The Lion of the tribe of Judah goes before you, and the Captain of the Lord’s hosts marches with you. No weapon formed against you shall ultimately prosper, and every promise God has spoken over His people shall come to pass.

So arise, Church of the Living God. Stand upon the Rock that cannot be moved. Clothe yourselves with the whole armour of God. Walk in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let your faith be unwavering, your love be fervent, your hope be steadfast, and your courage be unshakable. For the night may grow darker, but the dawn of God’s Kingdom draws nearer. The harvest is plentiful. The fields are white. The trumpet is sounding. This is not the hour to fear; it is the hour to believe, to obey, and to overcome.

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
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Watchmen arise: the hour of prevailing prayer
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Beloved of the Lord, this is not the hour for a sleeping Church. This is not the hour for complacency, distraction, or spiritual apathy. The days are growing darker, deception is increasing, and the battle for the hearts of men has intensified. Yet the answer to the darkness has never changed. God has always sought a praying people. Before every great move of God, before every awakening, before every mighty deliverance, there has always been a remnant that bent their knees before they stood upon their feet. Heaven’s victories have always been birthed in the place of prayer.

The Lord is calling His people back to the altar. Not to empty religion, but to holy communion. Prayer is not merely presenting requests before God—it is entering His presence until His heart becomes your heart, His burden becomes your burden, and His power becomes your strength. Every revival in history has first been conceived in secret before it was manifested in public. The fire that changes nations is first ignited in the prayer closet. If we desire another Pentecost, another outpouring of the Holy Spirit, another awakening that transforms cities and nations, then we must once again become a people who seek the face of God with relentless passion.

Remember Elijah. Before the rain fell, he prayed. Remember Daniel. Before kingdoms shifted, he prayed. Remember Esther. Before a nation was saved, there was fasting and prayer. Remember the apostles. Before the Church exploded across the known world, they tarried together in one accord until they were clothed with power from on high. Throughout Scripture, prayer has always preceded breakthrough. The victories won on the battlefield were first won upon the knees.

Do not underestimate what happens when you pray. Hell certainly does not. Satan has always feared a praying Church more than a talented Church, a wealthy Church, or a popular Church. For prayer invites the government of Heaven into the affairs of earth. Prayer tears down strongholds, breaks chains, silences the lies of the enemy, exposes deception, heals the brokenhearted, strengthens the weary, and releases the purposes of God. Prayer is not our last resort—it is our first response. It is the weapon God has placed in the hands of every believer.

Many are asking, “What can I do in such perilous times?” The answer is simple: Pray. Pray until fear loses its grip. Pray until faith rises above every circumstance. Pray until heaven’s perspective replaces earthly anxiety. Pray until the fire of the Holy Spirit burns brighter than the darkness surrounding you. Prayer changes the one who prays before it changes the circumstances around them. In His presence, fear dissolves. Doubt gives way to confidence. Weakness becomes strength. The impossible begins to bow before the promises of God.

Joshua stood before fortified cities, yet he was fearless because the Lord was with him. Gideon faced an army that vastly outnumbered his own, yet he advanced because he trusted God’s voice above his own reasoning. David faced Goliath with confidence because he had first learned to seek God in lonely fields while tending sheep. Daniel entered the lions’ den because prayer had already made him immovable. The apostles rejoiced after persecution because they had been filled with boldness through prayer. Courage is not produced by favourable circumstances—it is born in the presence of God. Those who kneel before the Lord will never bow before the fear of men.

The enemy wants to silence the Church through intimidation, distraction, and exhaustion. He knows that if he can keep believers prayerless, he can keep them powerless. A prayerless Church becomes vulnerable to compromise, confusion, and discouragement. But a praying Church becomes unshakable. A praying believer becomes discerning. A praying family becomes protected. A praying congregation becomes a lighthouse in a dark world. Prayer is where spiritual authority is cultivated and where victory is secured long before it is visibly seen.

The Lord is sounding the trumpet in Zion. He is awakening His watchmen. This is the hour to return to the walls, to stand in the gap, and to intercede for families, churches, communities, and nations. Let pastors pray until their pulpits burn with holy fire. Let parents pray until prodigals return home. Let young people pray until campuses are filled with the presence of God. Let businessmen pray until righteousness shapes their decisions. Let every believer become an altar where the fire of God never goes out.

Do not wait for revival to begin somewhere else. Revival begins wherever one heart fully yields to God. It begins when one believer refuses spiritual apathy. It begins when one family decides to seek the Lord together. It begins when one church chooses prayer over performance, God’s presence over popularity, holiness over compromise, and surrender over self-sufficiency. The spark of revival has always begun with those who dared to believe that God still answers prayer.

Lift up holy hands without wrath or doubting. Fill your homes with worship. Let your churches become houses of prayer once again. Rise early to seek Him. Linger in His presence. Fast with expectation. Intercede with persistence. Pray in the Spirit. Pray the Scriptures. Pray until Heaven’s will becomes earth’s reality. The greatest battles of this generation will not first be won through politics, wealth, influence, or human strategy. They will be won by men and women whose knees are worn from seeking the face of God.

Therefore, Church of Jesus Christ, arise! Shake off spiritual slumber. Cast aside every distraction. Rekindle the altar. Fan into flame the gift that is within you. The harvest is ready. The King is calling. The Spirit is moving. This is not the hour to retreat—it is the hour to prevail. Pray like never before. Seek like never before. Believe like never before. For the God who answered Moses, Elijah, Hannah, Daniel, the apostles, and the early Church has not changed. His ear is not deaf that He cannot hear, nor is His arm too short that He cannot save.

Pray until revival comes. Pray until fear is broken. Pray until courage rises. Pray until your generation encounters the living Christ.

“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” (James 5:16)

“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14). The hour is late. The King is near. The Church must pray.
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The spirit of the age and the call to stand
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“For God is not the author of confusion but of peace...” (1 Corinthians 14:33)

There is an ancient war raging across the earth—a conflict far deeper than politics, economics, or culture. Behind the visible turmoil lies an invisible kingdom of darkness whose purpose has never changed. The serpent who entered Eden still walks the earth, and his strategy remains exactly as it was in the beginning: to bring chaos where God has established order, confusion where God has spoken truth, division where God has ordained unity, and death where God has breathed life.

Chaos is one of the oldest weapons of hell. From the beginning, Satan has sought to unravel the beauty of God’s creation. He seeks to distort what God has established, corrupt what God has called holy, and dismantle every testimony that reflects the Kingdom of Heaven. His mission remains exactly as Jesus declared: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” Chaos is the atmosphere in which he operates, for confusion weakens discernment, disorder clouds judgment, and instability prepares hearts to receive deception.

Look carefully at the world around you. There is chaos in marriages, where covenant is exchanged for convenience. There is chaos in families, where God’s design for fatherhood, motherhood, and children is continually undermined. There is chaos in churches, where personalities often replace Christ, entertainment overshadows worship, and compromise silences conviction.

There is chaos among nations, where fear, violence, hatred, and uncertainty seem to multiply with alarming speed. There is chaos within hearts, where anxiety, depression, hopelessness, addiction, and despair imprison countless souls.

Even truth itself has become a battlefield. What previous generations accepted as self-evident is now questioned, redefined, and rejected. The absolute truth of Heaven is exchanged for the ever-changing opinions of men. Morality has become negotiable. Darkness is celebrated as light, while light is condemned as darkness.

The serpent has simply repeated his ancient question: “Has God indeed said?” The strategy has never changed. Question God’s Word. Distort God’s character. Redefine God’s truth. Corrupt God’s order. Then watch creation descend into confusion. Yet amid the growing darkness, believers must remember this unchanging truth:

Our God is not the author of confusion. He is the God who brings light into darkness. He speaks peace into storms. He establishes order where chaos reigns. He restores what sin has shattered. He rebuilds what the enemy has torn down.

The Kingdom of God does not produce disorder; it establishes divine order. Wherever the Holy Spirit is welcomed, confusion begins to retreat. Wherever Christ reigns, peace replaces turmoil. Wherever God’s truth is embraced, deception loses its power.

This is why the enemy works so tirelessly to separate believers from Scripture and from the Holy Spirit. Without the Word, people become vulnerable to deception. Without the Spirit, they become powerless against darkness. Separated from either, they become unstable, easily carried away by every new doctrine, every cultural wind, every emotional impulse, and every counterfeit revelation.

This is not merely a season of uncertainty. It is a season of testing. The foundations are being shaken. Everything that can be shaken is being shaken. The Church is being called to discernment. The question is no longer whether the winds will blow—they already are. The question is whether our foundations are strong enough to withstand them. 

The apostle Paul warned believers to put on the whole armour of God because he understood that the battle would never merely be intellectual or political. It is spiritual. Every piece of that armour anchors us in Christ Himself. Truth fastens our lives together. Righteousness guards the heart. The Gospel steadies our walk. Faith extinguishes the fiery darts of the evil one. Salvation protects the mind. The Word of God pierces every lie. Prayer keeps us continually dependent upon the Holy Spirit.

If we neglect this armour, we should not be surprised when we are swept away by the storms of deception. There is an eerie wind blowing across the nations. It whispers compromise.  It glorifies self. It mocks holiness. It despises authority. It questions absolute truth. It promises freedom while producing bondage.   It offers enlightenment while leading into darkness. It appears sophisticated, yet its origin is ancient. It is the breath of rebellion that first echoed through Eden.

Do not mistake the spirit of the age for the Spirit of God. One produces confusion. The other produces peace. One inflames pride. The other forms Christ within us. One leads toward lawlessness. The other leads
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