








The Trapped Math Book
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Thank you for reading The Trapped Math Book!

For more children’s books by Bill Alive, visit:

billalive.com/kids
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“Uncle Harv?” Gary
said. “Could you please
get up for a second?”

(He'd already asked
this nineteen times.)

“Uhh,” Uncle Harv
grunted.

(Again.)
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But guess what?

He could read them just fine.
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Gary snuck to the kitchen.

Since Halloween was months away,
there weren’t any pumpkins yet.
Instead, he carved a watermelon.

He made a few tiny mistakes.

In the end, the watermelon had a
huge mouth and sharp teeth.

And three eyes.
But it still looked funny!
Sort of.
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Uncle Harvlunged,
grabbed the bowl...
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Gary fished out his math book
from the swamp of broken
watermelon.

The pages were drenched in
pink, sticky juice.
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Uncle Harv kept sitting.
The football game kept
blaring.

No one had ever explained
football to Gary. The
players kept lining up,
attacking each other, and
lining up again.

Somehow, it enchanted
Uncle Harv. A frozen-into-
stone kind of enchantment.
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L e
... Gary lunged

to save the TV... *
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“T can’t see!” Uncle Harv wailed.
“T can’t see the GAME!
HELLLLLLLLP!"

“Thanks, Uncle Harv!” Gary
said.

And he ran upstairs to
do his homework.
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...and the bowl crashed
into the watermelon,

stuffing stinky chips

into its helpless, < (
open mouth.
“It's just a water- ... the math book.
melon!” Gary said.
“I'm holding it!” “NOT THAT!"

G lled.

But Uncle Harv =l HEEs
pawed around in a But Uncle Harv
panic. lobbed the math

book like a battl :
And he yanked out... oK fike a batlie axe






EPUB/media/file10.png
Suddenly, Uncle Harv moved!

Well... he grabbed a fistful of
stinky chips from a huge bowl
on his lap.

“Aha,” Gary whispered.
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That was it.

Gary stomped over and
blocked the TV.






EPUB/media/file15.png
Gary groaned.

Wasn't there anything
Uncle Harv liked besides
football?
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Gary crawled back to the TV,
hauling the watermelon under
one arm.

He waited for the next commer-
cial, and then...

“Howdy!” he shouted in a fake
cowboy voice. He bobbled the
watermelon up above his head.
Cold juice dribbled onto his scalp.
“Are you ready for Halloween?”
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..and WHOOMFED back
onto the book.

It was over in milliseconds.

Gary had never seen
Uncle Harv move so
fast.

Uncle Harv hugged
the bowl with both
big arms.

“Chips,” he grumbled,
“you stay here.”
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“YAAAARGH!” Uncle Harv
roared. “OUT A WAY!”
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He tugged the
bowl off Uncle
Harv's lap onto
the cushion.

Without looking,
Uncle Harv

reached for more

chips. His hand
hit the couch.

No chips.
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The End
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Gary just wanted

O O his math book.

But Uncle Harv
was sitting on it.
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Yes! He liked to laugh.

One Christmas, Uncle
Harv had laughed so
hard that he'd fallen
off the couch and
crushed a pile of
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In the dark living room, Uncle
Harv flickered in the blue TV
light. He hadn’t moved for the
entire football game.

is mouth hung open.
is eyes hung half closed.
Only his belly moved.

It had to. He was breathing.

Under his thigh, a corner of
the math book peeped out.
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Uncle Harv gaped. His eyes

” N\
bulged like ping-pong balls. @ @

“ALIEN!" he yelled.

)

“Alien?” Gary said.
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Uncle Harv settled back
into his TV trance.

Gary crawled to the
couch like a ninja.

He crouched and tugged
the book’s corner.

It didn't budge.
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The book smashed through the
watermelon and crashed.

Gary couldn’t look.
But he had to.
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Still watching the
game, Uncle Harv
reached towards
the bowl.

He leaned side-
ways, straining...

Gary held his
breath.
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If Mom or Dad had been there,
they would have made Uncle
Harv move.

But Uncle Harv was “baby-
sitting.” The house was empty
except for Gary, Uncle Harv...

and the TV.
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Oh!

Last Halloween, Gary
had helped Dad carve a
pumpkin into a goofy
Jack O’Lantern!
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Now, Gary liked math, especially
weird math in movies.

But math homework?
Not so much.

So he had skipped his math
homework all year...and
now he was stranded in
summer school.

If he didn't start doing his
homework now, he’d be stuck
in fifth grade forever.
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The good news was that the
book hadn’t actually hit the TV.

The bad news was... everything
else.

Yellow chips and red water-
melon had splattered all over
the screen.
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“LITTLE GREEN MAN!”
Uncle Harvyelled. “HELP!”

He chucked the bowl of
chips...






