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Modern people of faith, most especially in this country, have long enjoyed a season of relative peace and religious freedom. We have been able to exercise our right to assemble with and fellowship with others in the body of Christ, and to praise and worship our Lord and Savior with few or no restrictions. Our modern leaders and teachers have enjoyed the ability to preach and teach the Word without reprisal or repercussion from the government or any other terrestrial authority. We have been allowed to study and learn from our pastors in church, in religious institutions for learning, on the radio airwaves, and even on television, without censure or censor. Unfortunately, in these most recent times, things are beginning to change. 

In the past two decades there have been many challenges to the exercise of religious freedoms in this country. No law has, as of yet, targeted any particular religion or form of religious expression, however, there have been developments in the realm of civil rights legislation that have run counter to certain tenets of faith set forth in the Word. Liberal humanism has declared and heralded certain ideas and theories as ‘truths’ that cannot be challenged, contested, opposed or contradicted. Any opposition to these so-called ‘truths’ are to be considered bigotry and intolerance, which needs to be eradicated from society. There is nothing that is considered sacred in the face of these new ‘truths’ – not even the Word of God. Those in authority and power are now requiring that the sacred Truth of our infinite Creator, be subject to the whims of finite man.

This should come as no surprise as mankind has always been in opposition to the Word of God since our fall in the Garden (read Genesis 3). From our beginnings, tolerance for the Word of God has waxed and waned in the measure to which some have tried to use it or manipulate it for their own gain. We are now, once again, reaching a point where there is very little tolerance for the true Word of God, as we get closer to the time of Jesus’ return. This situation will not improve and the prophets of the Lord and his Son, our Savior, have already warned us in the Word that it will get worse. Given this fact, people of faith must lean into Jesus, and give no place to the worldliness and the king thereof, satan. We need to be ready. Are you?

Christ promised us love, joy, peace and eternal life through faith in him, however, he did not say that this would not come at a cost. Far too many of those who describe themselves as Christians tend to think that faith in Jesus means that He will rescue us from the problems of life; that we are only supposed to have health, wealth and prosperity. They often refer to the lives of Old Testament figures such as Abraham, Isaac, Joseph and David, and only focus on the promises made to them and their earthly riches while ignoring their struggles. We have to remember that people of faith are not exempt from problems in life. Early on in his ministry, Jesus told us: 


Think not that I am come to send peace on the earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.

For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.

He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

And he that taketh not his cross and followeth after me is not worthy of me. (Matthew, 10: 34- 38)



Jesus was letting us know that suffering is going to be an inevitable part of our experience as people of faith. Just as our Savior bore his cross and suffered, so too will we for his namesake. Not only this, but his Word is going to act as a sword of division that separates the people of faith from those who do not believe. It is this division that will be the major source of conflict that we must have the courage to face. We may even experience this conflict with our closest loved ones, particularly those who refuse the gift that we have chosen to accept from our Lord and Savior. 

Jesus is not asking us to literally ‘hate’ our relatives, or anyone else who does not believe, but he is letting us know that we must place Him before everyone and everything else in our lives. There should be nothing and no one that is most dear to us than the One who created us and sacrificed himself to cleanse us of sin and iniquity to give us eternal life. Those of us who believe the Truth cannot compromise our faith for anyone or anything. We have to be willing to let go of everything and everyone that opposes our Lord and Savior. Listen to Jesus elaborate on this further as He tells us:


And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or bretheren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife or children, or lands, for my sake, and for the gospel’s

But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and bretheren, and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions; and in the life to come eternal life. (Mark, 10: 29 – 30). 




Again, we are given a subtle reminder that walking with the Lord is not an easy path. While there may be blessings, there will also be persecutions. The blessings that we will receive may not manifest as what would typically be expected in the world, and this will be explained in a later section of our text. In any case, we must be prepared for the persecutions that will come. In fact, Jesus warned his apostles:


Beware of men for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; and ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake for a testimony against them and the Gentiles (Matthew 10: 17 – 18)




Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake (Matthew, 24: 9)



They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.

And these things will they do unto you because they have not known the Father or me (John, 16: 2 – 3) 



We have been expressly told that difficult days await us. Unlike the movies and television shows that have portrayed life as a follower of Christ as full of admiration, and sympathy from men, the reality will be quite the opposite. Those of us who contend for the faith are not going to be popular. In addition, we are not going to make up a majority, “because straight is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life and few there be that find it.” (Matthew, 7: 14). Most are not going to feel ‘convicted’ or ‘see the light’ and stand for our part. In fact, they will vehemently stand against us. We have to be ready for this, so that we are not amazed and subsequently dismayed and tempted to fall away. This is our calling as even the first apostles themselves witness to us:


“As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long, we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” (Romans, 8:36)




“For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.” (Philipians 1: 29)




“That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.

For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know” (Thessalonians 3: 3 – 4)



“Yea, and all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy, 3: 12).



“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you.

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” (1 Peter, 4: 12 – 13)




These apostles were not speaking from a theoretical perspective, but from experience. They were persecuted and were indeed brought before councils (the Sanhedrin), sent to prison, and eventually murdered: some by stoning, others by crucifixion, or other gruesome death. The words they wrote were not just for the faithful of that century, but for all who will follow Christ, regardless of the times in which they lived. It has happened even in this modern world in other countries, most notably those countries that are antagonistic toward religion or specifically, toward Christianity. If you’re still not convinced, think of what the angel revealed to Daniel about what was going to happen to the people of faith during the last days:


“And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong and do exploits.

And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.

Now when they fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.

And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed” (Daniel 11: 32 – 35)



We must also consider what Jesus showed John in the book of Revelation:



“And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:

And they cried with a loud voice, saying How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

And white robes were given unto them: and it was said unto them that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” (Revelation, 6: 9 – 11) 



The Word tells us that there are many saints that are yet to be martyred. I know that many people of faith believe in the rapture, and I will not dispute this as the Word speaks about it (see 1 & 2 Thessalonians), however, some of us will not have such an easy escape. This may at first seem troubling, but the people of God do not need to fear. God has not left us alone, and our suffering or even deaths will not be for nothing. We must remember that we serve a God that has conquered death for us.  As such, we will have to be ready to stand. In the face of persecution, we must rely on the Lord to keep us as the day of his return draws nearer. Hence, our focus should not be on the world, but rather on our Savior and the hope of the promise which he has set before us: eternal life with Him.
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