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How to get the most out of this book

This book will help you revise for the Thematic study and historic environment: Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present and Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the inner city.

Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


	1  revised and understood each topic


	2  completed the activities


	3  checked your answers online.




The content in this book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the specification’s content. The left-hand page on each spread has key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities and quick multiple-choice quizzes to test your knowledge of each topic can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.

At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 48–54) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Part 1 Crime and punishment in Britain, c.1000–present


Crime and punishment in Britain is a development study. It is important that you have a secure chronological understanding of the content – what happened and when. You also need to be able to identify changes and continuities in methods of crime prevention and punishments.



An overview of crime and punishment from c.1000
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Revision task

Create your own crime and punishment timeline by copying the example on this page. Make it bigger. You could use a roll of lining paper. As you work through this book, add key events, individuals and developments to make it more detailed.



The role of factors

Factors are things that influenced crime and punishment in the following ways:


	●  They helped to cause change: for example, the factor of individuals contributed to improvements in prisons during the nineteenth century through the campaigning of Elizabeth Fry.


	●  They helped to prevent change: for example, the factor of the government contributed to the continued use of harsh punishment as a deterrent from the late middle ages to the nineteenth century.





Revision task

Create a table of the factors in each time period that led to a change in crimes, methods of enforcing the law (trials and policing) and punishments.



The main factors that you could be asked about in your exam are shown in the diagram below, with an explanation of what they mean.
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Exam tip

Remember that there are other factors that were important in particular periods of history, but not consistently through time. Therefore, you should also consider the effects of poverty and wealth, travel and towns on crime and punishment when planning your answers.







c.1000–c.1500: Crime and punishment in medieval England


Medieval England was ruled by kings who were responsible for making laws and protecting the land from attack. The great majority of people followed the teachings of the Catholic Church and attended services regularly.



1 Anglo-Saxon justice

1.1 Anglo-Saxon law enforcement

Anglo-Saxon society was based on close-knit farming communities. The most common crimes were against property, usually petty theft. As there was no police force, local communities played a vital part in policing and trials.



	Policing methods
	Trials



	Tithing: groups of ten men responsible for each other’s behaviour. If one broke the law, the others had to bring him to court, or pay a fine.
Hue and cry: if an alarm was raised, the entire village had to hunt for the criminal. If someone did not join the hue and cry then the whole village had to pay a heavy fine.


	Trial by local jury: a jury of local men who knew the accuser and the accused. If there was no clear evidence, the jury members decided guilt or innocence based on their knowledge of those concerned.
Trial by ordeal: if a local jury could not agree, then trial by ordeal was used in the hope that God would decide (see below). All ordeals were taken in or near a church with a priest present.







Key factors

Attitudes in society Anglo-Saxons lived in small communities and knew their neighbours well. People thought that it was their duty to look out for one another and help to enforce the law.

The Church The Anglo-Saxons were highly religious and believed that God could help to judge crimes. Therefore, they used trial by ordeal.



Types of trial by ordeal:



	Trial by cold water
	Trial by hot water
	Trial by hot iron
	Trial by blessed bread



	Usually taken by men. The accused was lowered into water on the end of a rope. If the accused sank below the ‘pure water’ then he was judged innocent. If the accused floated, then he had been ‘rejected’ by the pure water and was guilty.
	Usually taken by men. The accused put his hand into boiling water to pick up an object.
	Taken by women. The accused picked up a redhot weight and walked three paces with it.
	Taken by priests. A priest prayed that the accused would choke on bread if they lied. The accused was found guilty if he choked.



	The hand was bandaged and unwrapped three days later. A cleanly healing wound meant innocence.




1.2 Anglo-Saxon punishments

Anglo-Saxons’ punishments were mainly fines but they also used capital punishment or corporal punishment:



	Fines
	Capital and corporal punishments



	Wergild: compensation paid to the victims of crime or their families. The level of fine was set by the king’s laws. Killing a noble was 300 shillings; a freeman was 100 shillings; while the fine for killing a peasant was lower.
Also used to settle cases of physical injury. Different body parts had different prices, for example, the loss of an eye was worth 50 shillings, whereas a broken arm cost six shillings.


	Execution: the death penalty was used for treason against the king or betraying your lord. This helped to enforce loyalty.
Mutilation: reoffenders could lose a hand, an ear or their nose, or even be blinded.







Key terms

Capital punishment The death penalty.

Corporal punishment A physically painful punishment.




Revision task

Some answers have been provided below and it is your job to come up with suitable matching questions. Try to make each question as detailed as possible so that you are using your knowledge to help you word it.


	●  hue and cry


	●  wergild


	●  tithing


	●  fine


	●  trial by ordeal.







[image: ] Memory map

Create a memory map to show the different ways the Anglo-Saxons dealt with crime and punishment. Add to the map using the information on these two pages. Use key words or phrases. Do not write in full sentences. You could also add some small drawings to help you remember.


[image: ]



2 The effect of the Norman Conquest on crime and punishment

In the years after the Battle of Hastings, King William was faced with controlling 2 million Anglo-Saxons with just 7000 Norman soldiers. Castles appeared all over England and many churches were built or rebuilt in the Norman style. Even the language changed. However, when it came to crime and punishment the Normans also realised the importance of continuity in ensuring control of the population.

2.1 Norman laws


	●  If a Norman was murdered, all the people of that region had to join together and pay an expensive Murdrum fine.


	●  The majority of Anglo-Saxon laws remained unchanged.


	●  The much-hated Forest Laws were introduced to protect Norman hunting lands. These effectively prevented ordinary people hunting in the forest.


	●  Medieval chronicles say that England was a safer and more law-abiding place after











2.2 Norman law enforcement


	

	

	



2.3 Norman punishments
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3 Crime and punishment in the later middle ages


3.1 Law enforcement in the later middle ages



	Policing methods
	Trials



	As most people still lived in small farming communities, the existing local system of tithings and the hue and cry continued.




	Manor courts were local courts used to deal with minor crimes.

















3.2 Punishments in the later middle ages



	Fines
	Public humiliations
	Capital punishment



	Most minor crimes were punished with fines paid to the king’s officials.
	Stocks and pillories were used to punish certain crimes including selling weak beer or underweight bread.



	The use of execution increased during this period. Hanging was seen as a necessary public deterrent to reduce crime.









	

	










	 
	Situation in 1100
	Changes made by kings
	Continuities



	Policing
	

	

	

	




	 
	 



	Trials
	

	

	

	

	




	 
	 



	Punishments
	

	

	




	 
	 






4 Case study: Did the Church help or hinder justice in the early thirteenth century?







4.1 Sanctuary



4.2 Church courts



4.3 Benefit of the clergy



4.4 Trial by ordeal
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