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  Some glittering reviews for the [image: GEEKGIRLbranding.tif]books:


  “Loved Geek Girl. Wise, funny and true, with a proper nerd heroine you’re laughing with as much as at. Almost”


  James Henry, writer of Smack the Pony and Green Wing


  “I would highly recommend Geek Girl to anyone who likes a good laugh and enjoys a one-of-a-kind story”


  Mia, Guardian Children’s Books website


  “Smart, sassy and very funny”


  Bookseller


  “Brilliantly funny and fresh … A feel-good satisfying gem”


  Books for Keeps


  “There’s laughter and tears in this hilarious roller-coaster story”


  Julia Eccleshare


  “Simultaneously hilarious and heart-warming. Everyone should read this book”


  We Love This Book


  “Pure fun”


  School Library Journal
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  celebrate [cel-e-brate] verb


  
    
      	To observe or commemorate an event


      	To mark with festivities


      	To proclaim or make public


      	To praise widely


      	To perform appropriate rites and ceremonies

    

  


  ORIGIN from the Latin celebrare – to honour


  Read on for more geekery …
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  Richard’s Top Five Christmas Jokes
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  1. Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?


  A mince spy!
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  2. What do angry mice send to each other at Christmas?


  Cross Mouse cards!
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  3. What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?


  Tinsilitis!
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  4. What says OH OH OH?


  Santa walking backwards!
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  5. What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck down a chimney?


  Claus-trophobia
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  Minc’t Pie

  London 1543


  Cut the best of fleshe from a Legge of Mutton, welleth off the bone, and parboyl until softe. Put it to Suet and rip it small, adding Salt, Cloves and Mace and spreading welleth. Take many Currants, clean Prunes, Raisins and diced Dates and some Orenge-pils and rub together. When all is goode, put it into a coffin, or into divers coffins, and bake until the shade of new corn. When golden, crack lid open and throw Sugar on top.


  Serveth with love.


  Verdicts:


  Literally the grossest thing I’ve ever seen – Nat


  LOL where did you get the coffin and mace? – Dad


  I’m not buying an entire leg of mutton, Harriet. You can have a beef steak – Annabel


  Awesome – Toby


  Thanks for giving me all of them – Hugo
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  Harriet’s Letter to Santa (aged 5)
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  Richard’s Letter to Santa (aged 35)
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  Holly Smale’s Festive Q & A


  What’s your favourite Christmas song?


  ‘White Christmas’ by Bing Crosby. It’s charming and old-fashioned and everything I love about Christmas wrapped up in one song. I played it on repeat while I was writing this story.


  What was the main present you always asked Santa for as a child?


  Weird fact: I had a massive phobia of Santa as a child. I used to start crying on Christmas Eve because I was so scared of him, and propped a chair against my bedroom door so he couldn’t come in. As a result my parents always assured me that my big gifts were coming from them – not the “horrible old man” – and my sister and I left our stockings in the living room. So Santa and I weren’t on speaking terms, unfortunately.


  Favourite winter accessory?


  Earmuffs and mittens on a string so I don’t lose them. And a Terry’s Chocolate Orange, to carry with me at all times. Chocolate counts as an accessory if it’s round, right?


  If you had to watch one Christmas film every single Christmas, which one would you pick?


  It’s A Wonderful Life, and I do watch it every single Christmas. I also read The Night Before Christmas every year from a battered up picture book I’ve had since I was eighteen months old. Christmas for me is all about tradition and nostalgia.


  What would you love to find under the Christmas tree this year?


  A round-the-world plane
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