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Daniel Buor, PhD; PhD; Professor

(Former Vice-Chancellor, Valley View University)

The problem of many nations; the bane of development and progress of nations and the joy and peace experienced by them are the result of the moral stature of their leaders. Bad leadership has resulted in chaos, confusion and war and destruction and annihilation of nations. 
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Besides, a sycophantic and coward citizenry adds to the woes of nations. When we have among key personalities of the citizenry, among the middle class, those who are interested in their selfish interests so would like to please the leader for favours, the nation sinks into insignificance, retrogression and infamy. 
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A Latin proverb has it that, “An unlettered king is a crowned ass”, implying, a king who does not have the credentials of morality, integrity, principle, sacrifice and wisdom will lead his kingdom astray and to wallow in the quagmire of underdevelopment. The Wiseman Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes echoes a similar sentiment, “Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, and your princes feast in the morning!” (Ecclesiastes 10:16).
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“When Shame Kisses Scandal”, a poetic piece, pictures scenarios of a king, Asirifi, whose immoral act when a prince resulted in an act of incest committed by his “unknown” son with his (the king’s) wife. Upon recognising that his previous spurious act of infidelity had led to his unrecognised son committing incest with his own wife, he fell (headlong) dead in order to save him from a palpable embarrassment. This evil act to save him from shame is a confirmation of a Philippine proverb, “A guilty conscience needs no accuser”.
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This book also pictures a scenario where a ‘culture of silence’ in a community resulted in dictatorship and oppression and repression of the masses. The middle class segment of society kept mute over naked oppression in order to protect their selfish interests; a clear sign of sycophancy! Another group of the same society kept mute in the eye of dictatorship due to the fear of intimidation. Dictators do not spring up like mushrooms early morning. It takes them days, weeks, months, years and decades to grow into monsters.
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The world has had evidences of bad leaders whose oppressive and dictatorial tendencies led to grimace pain of the masses and citizenry. In Bible times, we had leaders such as Nadab, Baasha, Omri and Ahab, whose reign resulted in a terrible period in Israel’s history due to his wickedness; with the prophet Elijah predicting drought for three and a half years.
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In modern times, we have had very wicked leaders such as Adolf Hitler of Germany whose reign breathed chaos and destruction upon destruction to this planet with over 50 million people being killed during the Second World War which he sparked off and perpetuated, a phenomenon known as the holocaust. 
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Christians believe that a time will come in the history of the world that a king (Jesus) shall reign in righteousness; a time that there shall be peace, security and tranquility in the world; a world without chaos; a world with more than abundant resources to feed, house and clothe. 
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For unto us a Child is born,

Unto us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace

Of the increase of His government and peace

There will be no end,

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice

From that time forward, even forever.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. [Isaiah 9:6-7].

We look forward to a time like this when there shall be a reign of peace. 
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“When Shame Kisses Scandal” is recommended to be read by all to have a practical insight into the atrocities perpetuated by leaders and the sycophancy of some elements of the middle class who goaded the leaders on to their unfettered actions. 
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CAST
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Nkansah: Gong-gong beater

Asantewaah and Kyerewaah: Sisters and also gossips

Eno Afia: Old lady

Adwoa and Kyiewaah: Young ladies

Osei, Akoto and Gyebi: Young men

Ama and Debra: Palace maids and also gossips

Esi and Achiaa: Palace maids

Birago: Palace maid and later grew up to become the old woman

Asirifi: Prince and later became Nana Antwi IV

Nana Bediako I: King of Dobidi kingdom and father of Asirifi

Nana Yaa: Queen and wife of Nana Bediako I

Nana Serwaa: Queen and wife of Nana Antwi IV

Kwarteng: Chief messenger

Boakye: Biological son of Nana Antwi IV

Sammy: The doctor and friend of Nana Antwi IV

Okyeame: Linguist

Maame Fosua: Mother of Nana Serwaa (the queen)

Kyekyeku: Chief bodyguard

1ST Elder

2ND Elder

3RD Elder

Crowd

Bard

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

ACT I
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[The gong-gong beater enters with his gong-gong. He lurches forward and pauses with force. He beats the gong-gong to draw the people’s attention].
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NKANSAH.  *Ago-o-o-o-o! People of Dobidi kingdom, I greet you. [He pauses; fuddled by the alcohol he took the previous night. He savours the air with delight and cracks his knuckles looking very pleased]. I can sme ... smell the aroma of goat soup in the air.  This is ... wonder ... wonderful! May our ancestors ble ... bless the fellow who has deci ... decided to perfume the air with this wonderful aroma this early morning. How I wish I have eh ... *kenkey with me, I would have eaten it raw with this sweet aroma. [Pauses, repositions his right leg to get some balance and licks his red lips with style]. People of Dobidi kingdom, good morning!
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ASANTEWAAH.  [Asantewaah and Kyerewaah step outside angrily] Why has the gong-gong beater come so early today to wake us up? [Raises her eyebrows] This is quite unusual. I hope he is not drunk again.
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KYEREWAAH.  Doesn’t he have a wife? [The two sisters converse on their way].
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ASANTEWAAH.  [With mocking enthusiasm] Who? Nkansah! Do you think he will wake up and come and disturb our sleep at this time of the day if he has a wife?  He has no wife. But the funny thing is that, he claims all the women in this kingdom are not beautiful. Neither are we his class.
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KYEREWAAH.  [Makes a grimace] That bascad said that? So which
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