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EPILOGUE: THE CAT

Recall that fluffy white cat we met in the prologue. Innocent of any wrongdoing. Powerless in the face of human disrespect. Even as I write these words, I want to shout, “Stop it! What are you doing? Stop it!”

As badly as this poor cat was treated, the major animal user industries treat animals just as badly, if not worse. Industry spokespersons say their industries treat animals humanely; they say they always show due regard for their welfare. But what they say is not what they do. We have confirmed this, many times over. Dare we say, as I said in the prologue, that compared to how animals are treated in these industries, the fluffy white cat was one of the lucky ones?

Think about it. Although she lived in a small cage and the last minutes of her life were full of terror and excruciating pain, she may have had a reasonably decent life before this. This is never true of greyhounds exploited by the racing industry. This is never true of sows confined to stalls. This is never true of elephants, or tigers, or lions who are born to the circus industry and spend years being “trained” to perform tricks. This is never true of mink and other animals who are confined their entire lives in a wire mesh world. This is never true of chimpanzees used in research for twenty, or thirty, or forty years. This is never true of hens in battery cages or veal calves raised in crates. This is never true of billions of animals, just in America. Was the cat one of the lucky ones? As hard as it is to say or believe, I think she was.

The cat episode invites two further observations. First, there was no pretense on the part of the cook in the video that he was treating the cat humanely or that he cared about her welfare. He treated her ruthlessly, heartlessly, without remorse. Of him, however, it can be said: at least he was an honest man. Second, there was no pretense that government officials were ensuring that the cat was indeed being treated “humanely” in accordance with the Chinese equivalent of America’s Animal Welfare Act. No counterparts of APHIS inspectors were anywhere in sight. Of how things were done in this Chinese village, however, we may say the same thing: at least they were honest.

Can the same be said about the major animal user industries? Can we say: at least they are honest? Many ARAs give a negative answer. They believe that major animal user spokespersons are lying through their teeth. I have not made this accusation. I accuse these spokespersons only of saying what is false. As for the question of honesty: I am prepared to let the record of these industries speak for itself and to invite every fair-minded person to judge accordingly.

How that fluffy white cat has haunted me all these years! I think it is because her plight has come to symbolize for me the plight of all animals caught in the grip of human exploitation. All innocent of any wrongdoing. All powerless in the face of human disrespect. Which might explain why I have always felt the need for another variation to the story, this one ending the way it should.

Final variation: The HBO video team has spent a full day getting ready to film the episode at the restaurant. When they arrive the next morning, the cook is beside himself, the patrons, perplexed. “What’s the problem?” they are asked. The crew is led to where the animals have always been kept. All the cages are empty. All the dogs are gone. All the cats (first among them, the fluffy white one) are gone too. In their place stand the two of us, you and I, waiting, ready to explain, ready to face whatever the future holds.
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NOTES

Quotations are arranged by subsections within each chapter. When material is quoted from websites, the web address is given.

PROLOGUE: THE CAT

To Love or Kill: Man vs. Animals, directed by Anthony Thomas, HBO Original Programming /America Undercover Series, 1996.


CHAPTER 1: WHO ARE YOU ANIMAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES ANYWAY?

Untruth in Labeling

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) is described as being involved in “a non-violent campaign, activists taking all precautions not to harm any animal (human or otherwise).” See wwwhedweb.com/alffaq.htm. I examine ALF actions in chapter 11. A small handful of people who say they are ARAs sometimes beat their breasts about their willingness to hurt animal exploiters, but these malcontents have no place in the animal rights movement and no standing in it.


The Media

Paul Watson’s quotation appears in a February 12, 2003, story by Brook Griffin, “Paul Watson Uses His Boat As a Method of Stopping Illegal Poachers,” The Collegian (Fresno: California State University), 2.


Special Interest Politics

An American Medical Association white paper, “Use of Animals in Biomedical Research: The Challenge and the Response,” 1992 (revised).

The Foundation for Biomedical Research www.fbresearch.org/


All Aboard!

The Fur Information Council of America www.fur.org/


They Would Never Do That, Would They?

For more information about the Fran Trutt case, see my essay “Misplaced Trust,” The Animals’ Voice Magazine 3, no. 1: 22-26.

John C. Stauber and Sheldon Rampton, Toxic Sludge Is Good for You (Monroe, Maine: Common Courage Press, 1995), 62—63.


It Only Gets Worse

See Merritt Clifton’s account of the circumstances of the publication and the identity of the publishers of A Declaration of War: Killing Animals to Save Animals and the Environment, in “A Late April Fool? Or Something Worse?” The Animals’ Agenda (June 1991): 34—35.

For a more complete account of the Screaming Wolf book, see my review, “Reader Beware: When It Comes to a Declaration, What Is Meant May Not Be What Is Said,” The Animals’ Agenda (October 1991): 24–26.



CHAPTER 2: HOW DID YOU GET THAT WAY?

Animal Consciousness: The Da Vincians

Quotations concerning Leonardo appear in David Hurwitz, “Leonardo DaVinci’s Ethical Vegetarianism,” available at www.ivu.org/history/davinci/hurwitz.html; and The Extended Circle: A Commonplace Book of Animal Rights, compiled by Jon Wynne-Tyson (New York: Paragon Books, 1989), 65.

Martin Buber, I and Thou, trans. Walter Kaufman (New York: Scribner, 1970).


A Change in Perception

James LaVeck and Jenny Stein, The Witness, 2000. Information at www.tribeofheart.org/.


Animal Consciousness: The Muddlers

Kim Bartlett’s observations about the animal consciousness of her and her son, Wolf, were included in correspondence with Australian ARA, Christine Townsend. I am grateful to Kim for sharing this with me.


First Steps

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, An Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with Truth (Boston: Beacon Press, 1957).


An Expanding Animal Consciousness

My early position on using animals in research is “Animal Experimentation: First Thoughts,” in Tom Regan, All That Dwell Therein: Essays on Animal Rights and Environmental Ethics (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1982), 65—74.



CHAPTER 3: HUMAN RIGHTS

My argument in this chapter can be supplemented by two of my other efforts, The Case for Animal Rights (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983), and Animal Rights, Human Wrongs: An Introduction to Moral Philosophy (New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2004). See, in addition, my contribution to The Animal Rights Debate, with Carl Cohen (New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2001), and the following essays in Defending Animal Rights (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2000): “Mapping Human Rights” (66—84) and “Putting People in Their Place” (85–105).

The Tuskegee Syphilis Study

Useful information about the study will be found at www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/BHM/tuskegee_quest.html.


Moral Protection: No Trespassing

I owe the No Trespassing analogy to Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia (New York: Basic Books, 1974).


Moral Weight: Trump

I owe the trump analogy to Ronald Dworkin, Taking Rights Seriously (London: Duckworth, 1977).


Unsatisfactory Answers

1. “Humans Have Rights Because Humans Are Human.”

 


Carl Cohen seems to hold this position, among others. See his contribution to Carl Cohen and Tom Regan, The Animal Rights Debate.

 


 


2. “Humans Have Rights Because Humans Are Persons.”

This widely held view is taken by Michael Tooley, for example, in Abortion and Infanticide (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983).

 


 


3. “Humans Have Rights Because Humans Are Self-Aware.”

Again, Tooley is among many philosophers who take this view. See his Abortion and Infanticide.

 


 


4. “Humans Have Rights Because Humans Use Language.”

R. G. Frey is representative of the philosophers who believe that possession of rights presupposes the ability to use language. See his Interests and Rights: The Case against Animals (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1983).

 


 


5. “Humans Have Rights Because Humans Live in a Moral Community.”

Cohen adopts this position in The Animal Rights Debate.

 


 


6. “Humans Have Rights Because Humans Have Souls.”

The “soul argument” is very common among people of faith.

 


 


7. “Humans Have Rights Because God Gave Them to Us.”

A classic work that addresses these issues is Andrew Linzey, Christianity and the Rights of Animals (New York: Crossroad, 1987).



CHAPTER 4: ANIMAL RIGHTS

Common Origins

Charles Darwin, “The Descent of Man,” in Tom Regan and Peter Singer, eds., Animal Rights and Human Obligations (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1976), 72.

James Rachels, Created from Animals: The Moral Implications of Darwinism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990), 133, 166.


Line Drawing

Thelma Lee Gross, DVM, DACVP, “Scientific and Moral Consideration for Live Animal Practice,” Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association 222, no. 3 (February 1, 2003): 285—88.

The summary of fish cognition is taken from Redouan Bishary, Wolfgang Wickler, and Hans Fricke, “Fish Cognition: A Primate’s Eye View,” Animal Cognition 5 (2002), 1—13. The authors present their findings as “purely functional.”


Objections to Animal Rights

2. “Animals Are Not Human.”

 


For a fuller critical discussion of speciesism, see chapter 8 of Animal Rights, Human Wrongs.

 


 


8. “Animals Are Not Aware of Anything.”

Descartes’s views about animals may be found in selections from his work in Regan and Singer, eds., Animal Rights and Human Obligations, 13–19.

 


 


10. “Well, at Least God Gave Us Dominion!”

 


For a more expanded discussion, see my essay “Christians Are What Christians Eat,” in The Thee Generation: Reflections on the Coming Revolution (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1991), 143—57.



CHAPTER 5: WHAT WE LEARN FROM ALICE

Humpty Dumpty’s Arrogance

Peter Heath, The Philosopher’s Alice (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1974), 193.

 


“Sadistic Nazi Liar Scum”

 


 


The Congressional statement of policy www.aphis.usda.gov/ac/awa.html#2131.

American Veterinarian Medical Association’s Policy on Animal Welfare and Animal Rights www.avma.org.care4pets/morewelf.htm#rights.

The Association of Veterinarians for Animal Rights (AVAR) embraces the philosophy of animal rights. For information see avar.org/avar.



CHAPTER 6: TURNING ANIMALS INTO FOOD

Rebekah Harp, “The Sounds of the Knives,” in Voices from the Garden: Stories of Becoming a Vegetarian, ed. Daniel and Sharon Towns (New York: Lantern Books, 2001), 35—36.

The Veal Industry

The estimate of eight hundred thousand veal slaughtered annually is given by the American Meat Institute www.meatami.com/. Other numerical estimates in this chapter are those of the USDA www.usda.gov/nass/pubs/histdata.htm.

Quotations from The Stall Street Journal are from Peter Singer, “Down on the Factory Farm,” chap. 3 in Animal Liberation, 2nd ed. (New York: New York Review of Books, 1990).

Scientific studies showing the physical and psychological illness of veal calves and other farmed animals raised in close confinement, including repetitive motion and other behavioral signs of maladjustment, were first documented in Britain by an independent government-appointed committee, headed by zoologist Professor F. W. Rogers Brambell. See Report of the Technical Committee to Enquire into the Welfare of Animals Kept under Intensive Livestock Husbandry Systems (London: Her Majesty’s Stationary Office, 1965). A second study, Animal Welfare in Poultry, Pig and Veal Calf Production (London: Her Majesty’s Stationary Office, 1981), submitted by the House of Commons’ Agriculture Committee, was highly critical of the intensive rearing methods that continue to dominate contemporary American animal agribusiness. A brief overview of scientific studies of animal welfare is Joy A. Mench, “Thirty Years after Brambell: Whither Animal Welfare Science,” Journal of Applied Animal Welfare Science 1, no. 2: 91—102. A more detailed account covering the same period is Richard Ryder, The Political Animal: The Conquest of Speciesism (Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland and Company, 1998); see, in particular, chapter 3, “The Science of Animal Welfare.” Ryder coined the word speciesism.


Factory Farming

General surveys of factory farming include Michael W. Fox, Farm Animals: Husbandry, Behavior, and Veterinary Practice (Baltimore: University Park Press, 1984), and Jim Mason and Peter Singer, Animal Factories (New York: Crown, 1980). See, as well, Matthew Scully, Dominion: The Power of Man, the Suffering of Animals, and the Call to Mercy (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2002).

The American Veal Industry www.vealfarm.com/education/pdfs/special-product.pdf.


The Hog Industry

Dutch animal behaviorist G. Cronin is quoted in Singer, Animal Factories, p. 25.

Matthew Scully, Dominion, 258, 267-68, 274.

Bernard Rollin, Farm Animal Welfare: Social, Bioethical, and Research Issues (Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1995), 74—75.

National Pork Producers Council www.nppc.org.

The quotation of the manager of Wall’s Meat Company appears in National Hog Farmer (March 1978): 27.


The Poultry Industry

The U. S. Poultry and Egg Association www.poultryegg.org.


The Cattle Industry

The National Cattlemen’s Beef Association www.beef.org.


“Humane” Slaughter

Gail Eisnitz, Slaughterhouse: The Shocking Greed, Neglect, and Inhumane Treatment inside the U.S. Meat Industry (Amherst: Prometheus Books, 1997), 71, 105, 181, 206, 228—29.

Results of the Zogby poll were reported by Reuters on March 30, 2002, available at nodowners.org/poll.htm.

The dairy industry’s opposition to downer legislation was reported by Frederic J. Frommer, for the Associated Press, on June 9, 2002, under the headline, “Dairy Groups Spent Generously on Lobbying, Contributions in Winning Farm Bill Battles.” Available at www.farmedanimal.net.

The American Meat Institute www.meatami.com.


Fish Slaughter

Estimates of the total number of fish killed in commerce and “sport” are taken from private correspondence by Bruce Friedrich, “Annual Aquatic Animal Mortality Caused by Fishing Practices in the United States.” The figures are for 1997. No doubt the total is higher today.

Joan Dunayer, Animal Equality: Language and Liberation (Derwood, Md.: Ryce Publishing, 2001), 137—38.

The Humane Slaughter Association www.hsa.org.uk/recent%20event.html#link7.

The descriptions of “humane” ways “sportsmen” can kill fish will be found at “How to Humanely Kill Fish,” www.geocities.com/tony2kuk/fishkill.html.


Farmed-Animal Sanctuaries

United Poultry Concerns www.upc-online.org/.

Farm Sanctuary www.farmsanctuary.org/

Animal Place www.animalplace.org/

The Suwanna Ranch www.hfa.org/refuge/suwanna.html.

The study showing that pigs are as intelligent as nonhuman primates in some respects was reported by Reuters on September 11, 2002, under the headline, “Pigs and Chickens Are Smarter Than You Think.” Available at www.enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/09/09122002/reu_48402asp.

The study showing that sheep have remarkable memories was reported by Margaret Munro, in the National Post (Canada) on November 9, 2001, under the headline “‘We Should Accord Them More Respect’: Signs of Intelligence.”

Information about the film Peaceable Kingdom can be found at www.tribeofheart.org.

The study showing that chickens are capable of learning and teaching was reported in a news release from the University of Bristol (U.K.) dated September 12, 2002, under the headline “Q. Why Did the Chicken Cross the Road? A. To Take a Lesson in Diet and Social Behavior.” Available at publicrelations@bristol.ac.uk.


Conclusion

The quotation of Gandhi appears in Jon Wynne-Tyson, ed., The Extended Circle: A Commonplace Book of Animal Rights (New York: Paragon House, 1988), 91.



CHAPTER 7: TURNING ANIMALS INTO CLOTHES

The American Fur Industry

Fur Mill Fur

 


Statistics concerning the number of fur mills comes from the Fur Commission USA www.furcommission.com/who/index.html.

Information about the Chinchilla Industry Council can be found at www.chinchilla.com/ranch.html. .

 


Trapped Fur

 


Friends of Animals www.friendsofanimals.org.

The quotation of Desmond Morris appears in Mark Glover, “Eye of the Beholder,” The Animals’ Voice Magazine 5, no. 4 (1992): 33. Morris also addresses trapping in The Animal Contract: An Impassioned and Rational Guide to Sharing the Planet and Saving Our Common World (New York: Warner, 1990), 116—18.

Marshall Cohen’s quotation appears in a December 3, 2002, New York Times story by Ginia Ballfante entitled “Staying Warm and Fuzzy during Hard Times.”

Robert Verdi’s quotation appears in a January 8, 2003, New York Daily News story by Alev Aktar, “Adventures in the Skin Trade. Used to Be Fur Coats Were for Ladies or Joe Namath. Today, Men Love Their Minks.”

Keith Kaplan’s quotation appears in a February 8, 2003, Atlanta Journal-Constitution story by Shelley Emling, entitled “Fashion Trumps Compassion As Fur Makes a Comeback. Bright, Hip Styles and Chilly Temps Fuel Its Return to Favor, But Animal Activists Cry Foul.”


The International Fur Market: Three Examples

The Northwest Atlantic Seal Hunts

 


General information about both hunts is from Pagophilus http://pagophilus.org/hunt/index.htm.

The quotation of Newfoundland’s Minister of Fisheries and Agriculture, John Efford, appeared in St. John’s Evening Telegram, March 31, 1999.

Canadian Fisheries Minister Robert Thibault quotations appear in a February 3, 2003, Toronto Globe and Mail “Update” by Jeff Gray.

The quotation of Dr. Roberts is included in the International Federation for Animal Welfare’s publication Canada’s Commercial Seal Hunt, 1998 Investigation. His words are quoted in “Seal Song: Canada’s Shame,” by Rebecca Aldworth, www.animalsvoice.com/PAGES/features/seal.html.

Information about the veterinarians’ study of the 2001 Canadian seal hunt will be found at the website for Fur Free Alliance www.infurmation.com/infurdesk/press/pres0206.htm.

Michael J. Dwyer, Over the Side, Mickey: A Sealer’s First-Hand Account of the Newfoundland Seal Hunt (Halifax: Nimbus, 1998), 140.

“A Cruel Slaughter on Ice,” Rebecca Aldworth, The Toronto Star, May 9, 2003. Available at www.thestar.com.

The finding that the Canadian sealing industry is exceeding “a truly ‘precautionary’ management model” is set forth in “Harp Seal Population Likely Declining,” www.imma.org/PBR/.

The quotation of Wilfred Grenfell appears in Paul Watson, Seal Wars: Twenty-Five Years on the Front Lines with the Harp Seals (Toronto: Key Porter, 2002), 29. Watson’s book is a “must read” for anyone interested in an informed account of this annual tragedy.

 


 


Persian Lambs

 


Information about the HSUS video on Persian lambs will be found at .wwwhsus.org/ace/a2046.

Bont voor Dieren’s website concerning karakul lambs www.bontvoordieren.nl/eglisg/index.php?action=karakul.

 


 


Cat and Dog Fur

Information from HSUS will be found at www.hsus.org/ace/12014.


Leather

Elliot Gang, “The Skin off Their Backs,” The Animals Agenda, October 31, 1999 at www.animalsagenda.org.

Information about PETA-India’s video of leather production will be found at www.petaindia.org/cleath.html.


Wool

The description of the behavior of lambs after mulesing will be found at the Vegan Society’s website www.vegansociety.com/html/info/info21.html.

The quotation of M. D. Kirby appears in “Horrors on the Sheep Farm,” Agscene, July 1986.

Jennifer Greenbaum, “What’s Wrong with Wool?” at www.animalsvoice.com/PAGES/invest/wool.html.



CHAPTER 8: TURNING ANIMALS INTO PERFORMERS

Limitations of Space

 


Information about the home range and social structure of lions, tigers, and elephants can be found at (for example) www.oaklandzoo.org/atoz/atoz.html.

Both quotations are of Ernest Albrecht, The New American Circus (Gainesville: University of Florida, 1995), 207, 218.

 


 


Loss of Social Structure

 


Earl Chapin May, The Circus from Rome to Ringling (New York: Dover Publications, 1932), 109.

No Pain, No Train

Clyde Beatty is quoted in Wilton Eckley, The American Circus (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1984), 75.

 


 


“Don’t Touch ‘Em! Hurt ’Em!”

 


Carson and Barnes www.carsonbarnescircus.com/.

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) www.peta.org/.

A summary of Barbara Byrd’s interview with the Associated Press can be found at www.impactpress.com/articles/junjul02/circus6702.html.

Information about the trial of David A. Creech can be found in the October 19, 2002, issue of The Virginian-Pilot. “Circus Trainer Convicted, Fined for Cruelty to Elephant,” by Matthew Roy.


Legal Illusions

Peggy Larson’s testimony was presented to the Board of Supervisors, County of Riverside, Riverside, California on May 1, 2000. Available at www.api4animals.org/doc.asp?ID+806.

The figure of 100 APHIS inspectors is given by Michael Satchell in “Cruel and Unusual,” US News, August 5, 2002, 31.

 


 


“Radical Views”

 


Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus www.ringling.com/.








Marine Mammal Display








CHAPTER 9: TURNING ANIMALS INTO COMPETITORS
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1. “My Genes Made Me Do It.”




2. “Love Made Me Do It.”




3. “It’s a Spiritual Thing.”





5. “It’s Fun!”
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CHAPTER 10: TURNING ANIMALS INTO TOOLS




Using Animals As Tools in Education
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Using Animals As Tools in Research










































CHAPTER 11: YES . . . , BUT . . .
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