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Instructor Elizabeth Jewell examines the main periods in acting history. This includes Greek theatre development, church processionals contribution to theatre performance, commedia dell'arte performances of 17th Century English comedy as well as Shakespeare.

She goes on to explain that male actors often wore feminine-style costumes when portraying female roles, leading them down the path of Method Acting.

Ancient Greek Theatre

Ancient Greece saw the world's first recorded theatre performance around 600 BCE during religious festivals honoring Dionysus. According to legend, Thespis a wandering bard won a contest at City Dionysia by leaping onto a wooden cart and performing poetry as though he were performing for characters he read from, thus becoming known as its first actor and thus becoming history's first actor.

Greek plays of this era were frequently inspired by stories from Greek mythology and should not be taken literally. Instead, we can attribute comedy and tragedy performances with masks representing Thalia (Muse of Comedy) and Melpomeme (Muse of Tragedy) - two muses from Greek mythology who helped inspire these genres of entertainment.

Ancient Greece enjoyed an immense love affair with theatre. Three playwrights in particular gained prominence during this era - Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides. Aeschylus introduced innovative concepts like adding second actors for staged tragedies; breaking trilogie cycles by adding painted scenery. Sophocles and Euripides earned praise for their clever dialogues as well as thought-provoking treatment of familiar themes in their plays.

Producing and performing a Greek tragedy was no simple task; it required years of hard work from actors. Reciting lines slowly in a low voice while wearing heavy costumes covered their heads was no simple task either; scenes took place in an orchestrated performance space with half-moon seats known as the skene for added drama.

The Renaissance

The Renaissance brought with it a dramatic transformation in art and culture. Painters and sculptors gave society a whole new view of beauty that still resonates today in our contemporary forms of art - theatre was no exception to this shift in thinking.

At this time, theatre saw its revival through various means. One significant development was the formation of acting companies - groups of young men who rented or built their own theatre and shared its profits after hosting performances.

Another major development during this era was the rise of comedy as an artistic form; these plays featured improvised elements based on Satyr and Pastoral plays. Finally, another key development occurred with opera, an amalgam of music and theatre which continues today.

Actors were also forced to adapt to numerous social changes that affected theatre during this period, particularly those brought on by religious opposition to theatrical performances. Church authorities worked tirelessly against their influence; actors were seen as potentially dangerous people like Gypsies or Homosexuals who should be persecuted for performing onstage.

At this time, society experienced another major transformation with the end of feudalism and rise of market economies. Due to the Black Death's creation of middle classes and people trading goods more freely. Due to these developments, professional actors became essential who could speak effectively in front of an audience.

The Age of Enlightenment

The Age of Enlightenment, also referred to as the Scientific Revolution and Age of Reason, was an influential European social movement from late seventeenth century until early nineteenth century that promoted intellectual advancement alongside an emphasis on liberalism and progressivism.

The philosophy of the Age of Enlightenment revolved around a desire to better understand nature and human behavior through science. Additionally, this movement highlighted empiricism and rational thought while viewing religious dogma and traditional beliefs as obstacles to progress.

Literature of the Enlightenment period often employed satire and mockery as its signature tactics. Perhaps most famous from this era is John Milton's epic poem Paradise Lost, which tells the Biblical tale of Adam and Eve's fall from grace. Alexander Pope also popularized satirical poetry during this era; one such work from him is The Rape of the Lock (1712) where exaggeration and hyperbole are used to compare everyday arguments between two suitors to epic battles depicted in classical Greek mythologies.

The Age of Enlightenment can also be seen as having played an essential part in Western political modernization, due to its influence on liberal politics such as church-state separation, egalitarian thought and interpretations of laws with no interference by religious authorities.

The Age of Romanticism

Romanticism was a global movement that swept across Europe during the late 18th and early 19th centuries, challenging the rational ideals held so closely during Enlightenment. Romanticism's ideals of emotion over reason fueled avant-garde movements into the 20th century while simultaneously helping redefine our concept of vision and how we see our world today.

Romanticism has often been associated with themes of love and desire; however, its scope was far wider. Romantic artists sought to convey a range of emotions through naturalistic imagery. Additionally, many turned to past eras for inspiration like medieval or Renaissance art - Edward Burne-Jones and Dante Gabriel Rosetti were two British Pre-Raphaelite painters who depicted Medieval, religious, and Shakespearean scenes through Romantic sensibilities.

John Keats was one of the best-known literary poets of Romanticism and used emotive language to portray intense feelings of love and loss through his odes, which focused on natural imagery. Romanticism also contained elements of rebellion; Gericault's Raft of Medusa (1818-19) criticizes government policies which contributed to shipwrecks while Turner's The Slave Ship (1840) intended to hasten its abolition.

The Age of Industrialization

The Industrial Revolution marked a period in history in which our economy transitioned from being predominantly agricultural to one characterized by manufacturing factories, with significant increases in economic output, urban sprawl and rapid changes to transportation and production technologies.

Samuel Slater brought the Spinning Jenny from Britain to Rhode Island in 1789, starting the first textile mill on American soil. By 1861, cotton mills had spread far and wide, replacing agricultural work with wage labor. Industrialization enabled railroad construction and hastened commerce; cities expanded quickly while tenements filled up quickly as people looked for employment. Industrialization also brought with it "robber barons", wealthy tycoons who built empires through unethical practices.

Industrialization transformed family life as it led to children being sent away to cities as workers, often at such young ages that it reshaped family dynamics. Workers endured long hours and low pay; this led to opposition such as Luddites who violently opposed change; however its benefits are immense and still drive economies worldwide today; regardless of how we measure its effects it's undeniable that Industrial Revolution shaped modern history forever.

The Age of Modernism

Modernism was an artistic movement spurred on by philosophers like Friedrich Nietzsche and Sigmund Freud that challenged traditional ways of thinking while leading to more individualistic forms of art. Modernism also saw various experimental writing techniques emerge such as blended imagery/themes/absurdism/nonlinear narratives/stream of consciousness (a free flowing internal monologue).

Modernism was propelled forward by artists in the late 1800s when they found greater artistic freedom to explore subjects that interested them rather than simply painting what patrons commissioned them to. Additionally, psychology provided more abstract approaches to understanding human experiences.

Modernist writers' works were marked by disenchantment with culture and an attempt to escape bourgeois proprieties. Modernist authors used literary techniques like free verse poetry or expressive writing that sometimes seemed jagged and fragmentary to achieve this aim; for instance, Gertrude Stein used her story "Three Lives" to examine how one's real aspirations and emotions could come through on paper based on her studies with psychologist William James who promoted continuous awareness as literary technique.

The Age of Hollywood

Hollywood may be synonymous with glamour and classic movies, but its industry is also notoriously gender unequal. Northwestern University researchers have looked beyond Hollywood glamour to reveal the harsh reality of film production during Hollywood's Golden Age.

Hollywood of the 1920s saw unprecedented dominance from five major studios and iconic actors and actresses, thanks to sound recording technology and color film's invention. Studios could create larger and more ambitious movies thanks to these innovations - leading to some unforgettable cinematic moments that stand the test of time.

Humphrey Bogart, Marilyn Monroe and Laurence Olivier were admired for their ability to portray diverse roles. Unfortunately, as with everything good that came before it, this era came to a close eventually.

The Supreme Court's 1948 ruling that movie studios could no longer own theaters and only show their films signaled the end of Hollywood's Golden Age. Movie companies were no longer required to release so many movies at one time; instead they became more selective as to which ones would make an appearance in theaters - giving rise to bankable stars that could lead a movie to success at the box office and more creative freedom for directors who sought to develop their unique artistic styles.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
- /

The Essence of Acting: Techniques;
Triumphs; andiTrials





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





